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Paper I. 

Letter /mv John Campbell, Kfq; Chairman of 
the Coniinittce ^Stirling to the Rev. Christo- 
riiER Wyvill. 

Reverend Sir, 

Merchant Company here, having taken 
JL under conlideration the intimation made 
by t!ie King’s Miniflcrs of bringing into Par- 
liament, a Bill for equalizing the Reprefen tat ion 
of tlie People, were unanimoully of opinion 
that it would tend to the intercll: of the Burghs 
ot Scotland, to have an alteration in the mode 
ot KlccUou of their Members of Parliament, 
and appointed a Committee to correfpond with 
the other Burghs and Committees w^ho may 
teftily their approbation of the alteration, and 
particularly with the Yorkfnirc Committee, fo 
as common meafurcs may be followxd, being 
Icnfible that unanimity will contribute greatly 
towards carrying the propofed plan into exe- 
cution. , 

'A The 
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The Committee therefore beg leave to give 
the prefent trouble to know from you the plan 
propofed to be adopted by the County of York, 
and will efteem your anfwcr a particular favour, 
in whicli it is hoped you will tranfmit every 
information you may think material for us to 
know. 

I am, refpeftfully, 

Reverend Sir, 

Your moft obedient 
Humble fervant, 

JOHN CMIPBELL, Chairman. 

Stirling, \ 

% 6 th /"(rirMrj, 1783. J 
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Letter from the. Rev. Christopher Wyvill 1o 
John Campbell, Efq; 


WansFORD, Aprilstbf 1783. 

Sir, 

Y our letter of the 26th of February, hav- 
ing been tranfmitted from Burton-Hall 
to Knightlbridge, and from thence back to Col- 
fterworth, found me at that place in a fituatiqn 
of great dillrefs and anxiety, from the fevere in- 
diTpofition of a very near relation. I truft 
tlicrefore, that you, Sir, and the Merchant Com- 
pany of the Town of Stirling, will have the good- 
nefs to excufe my not having returned an earlier 
anfwef ; efpecially, as I am at prefcRt able to do 
little more than merely to acknowledge that I 
have received the honour of your letter ; I am 
licre at a diftance from fome material papers, 
which relate to the fubjeft of your inquiry j 
but it lhall be my firft bufinefs when I have 
reached Knightlbridge, to communicate thofe 
papers, with every explanation in my power, 
which mayl^c neceffary to give complete, and 
A 2 I hope. 
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I hope, fatisfaftory information to the Gentle- 
men of Stirling. 

In the mean time, I cannot forbear expreffing 
the pleafure I take, in this commencement of a 
e correfpondcnce, on the fubjccl of Parliamentary 
Reformation, between your refpeclablc Com- 
mittee, and that of the County of York. In 
England, many grofs abufes in the ftate of Par- 
liament have been produced by length of time ; 
their pernicious efleds have at laft been gene- 
rally felt ; and have determined the Friends of 
the ConlHlution in Yorkfhire and in many 
other Englifh Counties, &c. to attempt the cor- 
reAion of thofc evils. They truft it is not too 
late for the Colledivc Body to interpolc, and 
by a fteady pcrfcvcrance in a regular and peace- 
ful inode of application, to carry feme moderate 
but fubftaiuial Reform of their JReprefcntatioii 
in Parliament. They arc aware alfo, that fiinilar 
and perhaps equally grofs abufes prevail in the 
ftate of the Reprefentation of their Fellow Citi- 
zens in Scotland ; and they are in general anxi- 
ous for them^^renioval, and ready to co-operatc 
with zeal for that purpofe ; which they juftly 
confidcr as being the common caufe of every 
Friend of Liberty throughout the Kingdom. 

I am Sir, with great rcfpecl:, 

Yourmoft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL 
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Letter the Rev. Christopher Wyvill io 
John Campbell, Efq. 


Knightsbridge, April *783. 

Sir, 

I NCLOSED in this and another cover I haVe 
the honour to tranfmit to you the papers 
mentioned In my letter from Wansford ; from 
which the Committee of Merchants ot Stirling, 
will be able to collet the information they have 
dcfircd, refpe<^ing the plan for the Reformation 
of Parliament which has been adopted by the 
County of York; and alfo, the reafons why 
that plan w'ill not be brought forward in Par- 
liament during the prefent Sellion. 

At the firll eftablilliment of the Englifli Houfe 
of Commons, and for many ages after,, that 
period, the Counties, Cities, and Principal 
'J’owns, which fc»rm the main Body of the Na* 
tion, returned to Parliament a large majority oi 
Members. Since the reign of Henry the 6th, 
the numbers in that Houle have received a gra** 
dual incrcafe ; till at laft, by the addition of at 
Icaft on^hundred Parliamentary Boroughs, thej 
balance of Legillativc Power has been- takert 
A 3 fromj 
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the Freeholders, Citizens, and Freemen of 
WnlyTowps, &c. and placed in the hands 
oi a few petty Burgeffes who bear an inconS. 
dersbie proportion to the whole Mafs ofEIedors, 
This is a fiitidamental defeft in the prefent frame 
of Englifti Reprefentation ; for although ma- 
thematical equality is not to be expefted in fuch 
matters, yet it never can be thought proper by 
any rational Friend to Liberty, that a thirtieth 
part of the Eie^ors of England fliould appoint 
a majority of EngHfh Reprefentatives. But this 
ipequality is not a mere fpeculative impro- 
priety ; it is a defeft whofe milchievous confe- 
qucnccs have been fevcrcly felt, and threaten 
the utter ruin of the Nation. For hence an in- 
tcrcourfe of corruption has been eftabliflied 
between Elcftors, Members, and Minifters of 
State : Hence the Crown and a few great Arif- 
tocratical Families have obtained an unconfti- 
tulional influence in that Affembly, which ought 
to be the unbiaffed Guardian of the Public 
Weal : And hence meafures dcftru(fdve to our 
beft intcrefts have been fupported, and may Hill 
be carried on againft the general fenfe of the 

community. 

Such were the evils felt and apprehended 
from this great abui'e, when the Counties and 
the Metropolis of England undertook the talk 
of reftoring the Conftitution. Since that period, 
Official and Parliamentary regulations have 
been eftabliflied, which tend in fom^ degree to 
palliate the evil. But their benclicial effects 
* can neither be great nor permanent. 

For 
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For although the influence of the Crown may 
nave been diminiftted, that of the Ariftocracy 
feems to have been augmented. The weight 
taken from the Crown, has not been transferred 
to the popuhr it has been added to that 
of the Nobility; at lead, that body has gained 
the preponderance, as recent events too plainly 
indicate. But to the Crown it may foon reverf: 
again ; and after every pofliblc vibration of 
power, there it muft ultimately reft, unlefs the 
great weight be placed, where it ought to be, in 
the Body of the People. Whether they have 
moft to fear from the undue influence of a Angle 
Perfon, or that of a few individuals, is a queftion 
which it is of little importance to determine. — 
For it is manifeft, that till an efleftual Barrier 
aialnjh both can be provided, the Liberty of the 
Britiih Nation cannot be fafe : and that Barrier 
can only be found in a lloufe of Commons fub- 
ftantially reformed, and rendered a fair and free 
Reprefentative of the People. 

For that purpofe, among other improvements, 
a melioration of Parliamentary Reprefentation 
lus been propofed by the County of York, anti 
by many other conliderable Dillricfts. But b: 
is not the intention ’ of the Yorkfliirc Gentle 
men, at leaft as far as I am able to form any 
judgment of their intention, to prrfs for a per 
fed Equality of Reprefentation. In the prefect 
circumftanccs of the Nation, they conceive, ih^ 
plan of lyiiverfal fulfragc is unht to be recom- 
mended j* neither likely to be attained by any 
A 4 icguLf 
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regular or legal efforts of the People ; nor, if it 
were eftablifhed, iikely to. be maintained and 
exerdfed in that purity and peace, which alone 
can render it a blefling to the Coirnmunity. 

Inllead of attempting a Reformation there- 
fore, which defcnfiblc as it may be in 1 heory 
feems at prefent not fafely reducible to praclice, 
they have been content to propofe a more nm- 
derate change, of calicr attainment, but effectual 
in their opinion to replace the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the Nation in a Rate of full and per- 
manent fccurity. 

It would not be difficult to name fifty Englifli 
Boroughs, in which a number of Voters Ids 
than a tenth part of the Freeholders of Yirrh- 
fhirc return one hundred Members to Parlia- 
inent» By disfranchiling thofc moft obnoxious 
Boroughs, and adding an adeijuate number of 
Reprcfentativ^cs to the Counties and principal 
Towns, the anlicnt balance in the fyftem of 
Englifli Reprefentation would be reftored with- 
out increafing the number of Knglilii Reprd'en- 
tatives. This Rcibrmatiou would be rendered 
ftill more effeduai by a Ihorter duration of Par- 
liament, by the abolition of nominal and licliti- 
ous Voters in Scotland", and tiie adniiffon of 
Copyholders to the right of futl’ragc in England. 
And if this plan of Conftitutional Iniprcvc- 
ments fhould be thought not liifhcicntly coin- 
prehenfivc. It I’eems by no means unreai'onable to 
prefuinc, that from a Iloufc of Coalmens thus 
ConUituted, the corrcclion of every bther abufe, 
the cftabiiflimcut of .every other beneiicial regu- 
. lation 
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latlon might be readily obtained, by which the 
inirdiicfs of Defpoiic Power on the one hand, and 
of a frMicus and corrupt Syftcm of Government On 
the other, might be for ever excluded. 

Such were the general views of that very nu- 
merous and rclpedable Aflembiy of Gentlemen 
lickl at York on the 19th of December kft.— . 
And it is iny firm belief that if it had been then 
known to the Yorkfliire Gentlemen, that the 
Right of Eledion is monopolized by a few 
Members of a Council in almoft every Borough 
in Seoti.ind, their zeal for the liberty of their 
i ’cllow-Citizciis would have prompted them as 
far as the offer of alliftance might avail, to pro- 
mote an application to Parliament from the un- 
reprefented Burgcllcs of Scotland, for a proper 
extenlion of that right. If the Friends to a 
Cnucral Reform of Parliament would be conliftent 
they muff approve the redrefs of every local 
iihfj relpcciing Reprefentation and the Right 
ot Elcdion : It muff be their anxious wifli that 
tlie Rights of the BritiOi Conftitution may be 
diftributed with an equal and impartial hand, 
m every part of the Kingdom. And it is hoped, 
the Advocates ior l.ral Riformation will be found 
e qually difpofed tq fupport the general plan^ 
V. henever it may be brought forward, 

I’hc Petitions on this fubjed have hitherto 
conveyed to Parliament in general terms the 
complaint of Parliamentary grievances from the 
I J’giifh Counties and Cities, &c. whofe purpofe 
to avoid the nUroduclion of any plan of Reforma* 

iion 
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iion into the Hou/e of Commons^ till the fate of Mr. 
Pittas intended motion on the 7 th of May ihall 
be determined. If the efforts of that incompa- 
rable Senator fliall be defeated on that day, by 
a combination of Men adverfe to the juft claims 
of the People, that event furcly ought not to 
difepurage the Committees, or Icffcn their zeal 
in a purfuit fo juft and necelliiry. On the con- 
trary, it will afford an additional proof, how 
much it 4)chovcs the Nation to prolccutc thclc 
claims with increafing ardour ; to concert and 
adopt a Plan of Reformation at once moderate 
andeflicaciems, and to fupport it in the fuccceding 
Seflion of Parliament by every means which can 
be tlcvifcd, confiftent with Law and the Confti- 
tution. On that occafton, perfect unanimity 
between the numerous Friends of Parliamentary 
Reformation in all parts of the kingdom cannot 
be cxpe<fted. But if they can be generally in- 
duced, by the obvious necdlity for union, to 
aft in concert, and with a mutual conlidcnce, 
the joint and regular efforts of their Committees 
to promote the CX)MMON CAUSE, can hardly 
fail to be crovmcd with final fuccefs. 

1 am, Sir, with great refpccl, 

Your moll obedient ftrvant, 

(\ WYVILL. 


f.VcT IV. 
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Letter /m/ John Campbell, Efq; io the R^v. 

ClIRISTOPilER WyVILL. 


Sir, 

I liad the honour of your efleemed favours of 
the 24th ult. wliich I laid before our Com- 
mittee, who perufed it with that attention the 
importance of the fubjed required. Our grate- 
ful acknowledgements arc due for your polite 
communications. 

TIic great rcfpecl wc entertain for the Gentle- 
men of the Yorkfliirc Committee, and the earneft 
elefire of union in a matter that fo nearly re- 
lates to the fupport of our Conftitution, will 
J^atc us to concur in fuch meafures as may 
he confidered the moft proper for obtaining a 
Parliamentary Reformation qn Conftitutional 
Principles. 

Wc have our petition ready to prefent, but 
have becq advifed to delay it till we know the 
fue c^f Mr. Pitl’s motion, wc are of opinion 
wiih you that no particular mode of Reforma- 
tion 
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tion ought to be mentioned, only pointing out 
our complaints, leaving to the wifdom of Par. 
liament to give redrefs in ^uch way as ftiall ap. 
pear moft for the intereft of the country. And 
we flatter ourfclves the Committees appointed 
in the difterent Counties and Burghs will con- 
tinue zealous in concerting and adopting iiica- 
furcs moderate and cflicacious. 

Whatever may be the fuccefs of the Intcndfd 
application to Parliament, every well wiflier a 
the country muft feel how much the nation 
indebted to your unwearied attention to thi- 
great work of Reformation, of u hich none car. 
be more fenfiMe than our Committee. — I ha^-’ 
the honour to be, with due refpeft, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

. ’ JOHN CAMPBELL 

Stirlinc, f)tb Mitjft ) 

i?3j. 5 
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Letter frm John Campbeli., Efq; to the Rer. 
Christopher Wyvill. 


Uevereno Sir, 

i lLivc to acknowledge the favour of the Second 
lleport of the York Cominiuee and debates, 
handed jo me yefterday. The exertions of 
ihc Coainiittec, of which you are Chairman, 
Ivieriv the warmed acknowledgments of every 
Hritilh fubjcct. Our endeavours to obtain a 
Kelorniation in our Parliamentary Reprefenia- 
:ion, have not been altogether iruitlels j many of 
lur Counties have prefented petitions toI\irIia. 
inent, and our Burghslirc almoft unanimous in 
ipp!) ing for an alteration. But the importance 
It ttio buliuefs requires that it fhould not be in- 
Tiiduced to Parliament, but with the utmod 
I'dilwraiion. Opportunity has been afforded 
making our claims more generally known ; 
m 1 ue luvc the Jiappirefs to find, that in pro- 
^•tdnn to thoir being known, they liave been 
I<rom the Kcprclcntatives of .Scot* 

land. 
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Jjttdf we have reafon to hope for proteOion^ 
beokuCe on them we have a particukr chum; 
but it b not on them only we are to place our 
dependence: Engliih Members Af Parliament 
have taught us to confider them as our fieady 
friends, and to them we look up for powerful 
afliftancc. The grievances of which the Bur. 
gefles of Scotland complain, are thole of a very 
refpeftable part of the Britifh people to a Britilh 
Houfe of Commons, where difiinAions, long 
fince obfolete, are not known. 

1 have the honour to tranfinit copies of two 
pamplilets wrote on the fubjeA, which contain 
a narrative of our grievances, and a propofal of 
a plan for remedying them, and Ihould be ex* 
tremely happy to have your opinion on the 
fubjed. Ageneral Convention of Delegates,from 
all the Burghs of Scotland, is to be held the 
a 5 th of March, for the purpofe of framing a 
a Petition to Parliament ; and when it is fup- 
ported by the fuflfrages of all the BurgeiTes, we 
look foru'ard with pleafure to the fucccis it 
muft meet with. 

1 am, with due refped, 

Rbv. Sir, 

Tour moil obedient (ervant, 
JOHN CAMPBELL. 

STiALINO, •Atb JiMUarji > 
i;S4» > 





Paper VI. 


Rcfolutions tf the Citizens (f Edinbuigh, 
agreed te at a General Meeting ih Mary’s 
Chapel, on the iifi AprUy 1783 

Resolved, iR. 

T hat the prelcnt contraded mode of eleA* 
ingthe Members of the lovra-Councils 
and Reprefentatives in Parliament for the City 
of Edinburgh, and the other Burghs of Scot- 
land, is arbitrary and unconllitutional, whereby 
the great body of the Burgeffes and Heritors 
are cxcludctl from the exerdfe of their natural 
and inherent Rights, as free-born Subjcfls ; 
and whereby an opportunity is afforded to 
Juntos and dcfpicable- faAions, (liable at all 
t mes to be influenced by die Crown,) to keep 
themlelves continually in the offices of the Ma- 
giftracy, to the exclnfion of aU other perfons ; 
»• “ expreffion in the claim of 

. confcquencc of which, their Ma- 

jellics King William and Queen Mary obtained 
the Crown of Scotland: « The Commiffioners 
to Pwhament ^eing chofen by the Magillratcs 
and Council, the King nught as well nominate 
that entire eftate of Parliament.” 

2(i. 
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• 2d. That| to remedy thofe evils, and to rc. 
ftore the BurgelTcs, &c. their natural and antient 
Rights and Privileges, it is the opinion of this 
Meeting, that an application from theBurgelTes, 
&c. of Scotland be prefented to Parliament, 
praying for a Reform of the fets of the Burghs, 
and cxtenlion of the right of fulTrage at the Elec- 
tion of the Rcprcfcntativcsin Parliament: And, it 
is reafonable to expefi, that an application, cra- 
ving a Reform fo obvioufly ncccffary for the 
urelfare of the community and fo confonant to 
the principle and fpirit of the Britifli ConRi- 
tution, will be produdlive of the ends dcTircd, 
and procure an aft of the Legiflature correftive 
of the abufes complained of. 

3d. That a Proper and General Plan, for the 
better management and regulation of thefe 
Eleftions ought prtvioufly to be drawn up, and 
fubmitted to the confidcration ut the Burgefles : 
And this Meeting do hereby empower their 
Committee to devife and prepare fuch Plan, to 
be fubmitted as faid is, and, when approved of, 
that the fame be digefied into the form of a 
Bill, or Bills, to be brought into Parliament. 

4th, That, in order to bring about the Reform 
intended, this Meeting do hereby authorize 
their Committee to concur and co-operate with 
the Committees of all the other Societies and 
Corporations within this Burgh, that may be 
appointed. And further, this. Meeting do 
hereby authorlfc their CommitCecio correspond 

with 
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with the Burgcircs of all orlicr Burghs of Scot- 
hnJ, and all other Societies and Perfons in 
Great Britain, on this lubjccf of N itioiKii con- 
cern, and to meet with any Delegates who may 
he appointed at, or fent to Edinburgh by the 
laid Burglss of Scotland, in order to deliberate 
on, and concert laid Plan for General Keform. 

5th, That this Meeting do publicly exprefs 
tlieir approbation of the fpirited and patriotic 
conduct of the Burged'es of Scotland, who have 
already declared for Reformation ; and do alfo 
publkly invite and fnlicit the Burgefles and 
Heritors of thofc Burghs who luve not yet de- 
clireJ, to aftcmblc together in a Peaceable, 
Legal, and Conliitutiunal manner, and appoint 
Committees to correfpond and co-operate with 
the Committee of Kdinburgli. 

Laiily, A> the bringing about of the faid Re- 
formation limit uisavoiiiably be attended with 
(tiidiiicrable cxpuices, this Meeting do hereby 
i pjoin their Coinnilitee to form a Subfeription 
Pa|scr, to be lodged in the hands ot their IVca- 
tarer, Mr. William Hutchitim, Apothecary, at 
the Iiead of the Cowgatc, Edinburgh, in order 
that ..11 Perfons, williing well to the caule, may 
liave an opportunity of fubferibing for what 
{inns tlicy may chufo to contribute for the pur- 
po! as :il)®ve-nienlion':d. 

J'xtracied from the Minutes. 

(Signed) 

TilQMAS M’GRUGAR, Secretary. 
-v.III. B PjfcrWll. 



Paper VII. 


Letter from Patrick Barron, Efq; Prefident 
^ ibe Committee of Aberdeen, to Thomas 
M’Grugar, E% Secretary of tbc Committee 
^Edinburgh. 


^BhRDEiNi tiJ Novmbtr, ipSj. 

Sir, 

W E I1.1VC, on former oecalions, exprefled 
an intlinaiion, as we conceive to be 
our duty, to addrcls the Burgcil'cs, our confli- 
tuents, frequently. 

Since our lafi circular letter of the 3cth May, 
we have kept up acontiant corrcfpondcnce with 
the COMMUTtEof the Cin/ENS of EDIN- 
nUKGll, as well as with other Societies and 
Individuals, on the Sul)je^ of Rl FORM. 

The exertions of the Edinburgh Coinniittee, 
in this important bufincis, have been tuch as 
were truly becoming their fituation. Their 
corrcipondcncc has, indeed, been very exten- 
live; and, from the firft cliarJflcrs in both 
lloufcs of Parliament, they have received leti cr ., 

approving 
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approving of the rcafonablc claims of tlie Bur. 
gcil'cs of Scotland, and protiiiiing countcnanice 
and iupport to their patriotic endeavours. Wc 
iuggcftcJ in a former letter, that as the buiinefs 
v/as of very great import jjjcc, it w.i.s not the 
intcrefi of the Burgeffes that it ihoiild be intro- 
duced to Parliaincnt but with the utinoil deli- 
beration. We are now fully convinced of the 
trutli of that po/ition. During the late reeds, 
an opportunity h.as bccnaflbrded (»f making our 
claims more generally known ; aiul we have the 
liippinci'i to find, that, in proportion of their 
being known, they have been refpcw'led. From 
tlic Repreientatives of Scotland we liavc a title 
io hope for |)roiei.'Lion, becaufc on them wc 
ha\e a particular claim ; but it is in.l on them 
only we arc to place our dependence. Syinpa- 
tliifing Y.itli min the thraldcnn by v/hich 
arc Jitlil, under il«e galling inllucncc of arbi- 
iraiy Ijilen.s, kic'^tlih Members of P.oiiu'icnc 
have taagiii u-j to coulidcr them as our ile uly 
I rn Jills, ;*Jid to them wc miiil look up for 
powtJiul aliiftance. 'The gric\ancea of wdiidi 
lIiJ Rurgehis ot Scotland complain, arc ikoie of 
a very idpcctablv pirt of the BRl'nSil PKO- 
PU: to aBRiriSn house of (XWLMONS, 
Ui'.irc ciiitii.Lliiuis, long lince obiblcte, are tin- 
k’.iown. 


WIk-u^ tlic General Mccl'ing, at Edinburgh, 
I'' fj::cd, ir will probably, among otl.cr thing', 
b*‘ Unternjined, how, and in what iiur.iicr, the 
t If'. ftrlLnitnl arc to be d.:ji\ rn d. I:i 

B 2 Ih; 
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tlic mean time WE convey to YOU an AD- 
DRESS from the Edinburgh Committee to the 
BURGESSES and HERITORS of the ROYAL 
BURGHS ofSCOTLANDy on the Sulyeft of 
REFORM ; and have only to requeft, that any 
thing which may occur to you, tending to pro- 
mote the bufinefs in which we are aU equally 
interelled, by being communicated to our Se- 
cretary, will be thankfully received by us. 

We arc, with due refped. 

Sir, 

(In Committee^ Your obedient humble fervants, 
PA'I'RICK BARRON, Prcfidcnt. 
JOHN EWEN, Secretary. 
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Letter from Thomas M'Gruoar, Efq; to the 
Rev. Christopher Wyvill. 


Sir, 


Edinburgh, tdFelmarjt *784. 


T he Committee of Citizens of Edinburgh, 
appointed for the purpofe of applying to 
the Legiflature for an Extenlion and Reforma- 
tion 
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.ion of ourprcfcnt Syftems of Elcftiou, luw 
dirccled me to tranfmit to you copies of our 
Primed Papers for thcpcrufal of the Gentlemen 
of the Yorklhirc Committee. 

'Ihc decided and leading part which the York 
AfTociation have taken in the bufincfs of Par- 
liamentary Reform, has not only acquired to 
ihcmfclvcs dillinguillicil honour, but called 
ferth the exertions of the Friends of Conilitu- 
tional Freedom in many other parts of the 
KinvC‘lt)m. 'I he Citizens of Kdinburgli and the 
Ikirgcirc^ of niniy of the other Burgli.* of Scot- 
land perceiving with regret their iiiadef^uatc 
Reprerentatioii in the l.cgillaiure, .and confe- 
queiit political infignificance, and obfervlngwitli 
indignant concern, men thnift into Parliament 
witliout abilities, without inicgrity, and poircf- 
liiig iv'itlior the eiiecin nor coniideiicc of the 
People, liavc refolved by their nnited eflbrls to 
endeavour to obtain llie relloration (if their 
J.Ierti\e Fight'., and rt cover from the hands of 
delpicable leit-electoil Jufttocs, the c-vcrcife of 
the nioit valuable privilege of ilriiiih oubjecls. 

You’ll obferve from the Printed Paper*. Iicrc- 
wi'h lent, the particular nature of our prcfctil 
S^ileins, and the extent of the Ren^fn.aiioii 
wliicli we dclirc to bring about. — You'll alfo 
obferve lliat it has been appcinled, tliat a Con- 
yciiiion Oi Delegates froiii the cliSi'en nt Burghs, 
i>o lirlj F^iiiburgh the 25th c;l' March next, 
f*>r the purpofc ot delibcfating on, and agreeing 
^'■fomc fpccificPian for the heller legulatuin 
- -IHi 
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and inanagcincnt of tlic Elcclions.-!— 'Ihe idea 
of a (Icncral Convention we adopted from a 
perfuafion, that Ibch a mcafurc would not uni/ 
give unaniniity to our councils, and dlicary to 
our exertions, but convince the [.cgillaturc and 
Oie Public at large, th.it v/c arc ferious and 
dclcrmined. 

Perfuaded oi the neceflit y of union among 
the Eriends of Liberty, for mutual fupport ainl 
inutu.il council, we have prefumed to open a 
corrcfpondence wilh the Gentlemen ol the 
York Committee, fvcmi which we proinife our- 
fclvcs» much advantage, and which vc flatter 
ourfclvv s they will not decline. W it hout union 
the ciVorts for llilctriiiation mud he feeble, and 
will ev er he difregarded by Parlianieul, \vlu)l'c 
intcrcii ii is that tin* prefenr corrupt Syftems 
ihouUl rem.iin. If a general Alloci.iiion of the 
wdiolc (amnties, Lorougljs, and Communities 
in the Kingdom which have declired or may 
afterwaids declare for Reformation, would be 
brought about, the ’advantage which couhl 
there’,;/ relulr to the Common C'aufe muft be 
very conrifIc;.ib!e. Ly fucli i junclion the 
Friemls oi Liberty wi»uld come to l;e united in 
fenliment as well as in c'a rliim, and a vigiJir 
would he given to tlicii* nuMfurcs, of which, in 
their prelent (liiuniled State, iIilv i an have no 
conception. Such a Lhenu* is by m) means chi- 
merical. The AlU'vuiion of ilfc Burghs of 
Scotland and Conveniion rd’ nelcg.irei) evidently 
fhew its piaJtlcabiliiv. And might not an Aflb- 

ciation 
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. iition, on a more extended fcalc, be villi equal 
ficility, carried into effed; and an Afl'cinblyor 
Deputies, in the lame manner., be formed, for 
the management of the general bufinefs? I his 
idea we have licld out for the cunfideratioii of 
the York Committee. 

We have perufed with peculiar fatisfiidion 
the account of the Proceedings of the tu o Ge- 
neral Meelings of the County of York, on the 
17th December and ill January, and we intend 
lo have inlerted in one or two of the Edinburgh 
N'ew.-Papcrs, an abllrad of ihofc Proceedings 
lor the information of our ViienJs in the dilfe- 
vent piriM of the Country. 

If we lhall be lionourcii witli the Ca'rrcfpon- 
cUakc of the York Commiitce, 1 lluill cf)m- 
municatc to you from lime to time account 
of our pnKcedings Lx the general bulincli. In 
tiic mean-time 

I have the hoiuxur lo be, 

with the grcaleft e'.lctm and n fped, 

Sir, 

)Oiir meut humble rLrv;>iii, 

I5y appointment of the (^unn iiiec*, 

TlIO^lAb iM'CRUGAU, .Sccrclury. 
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Letter from the Kdinburoii Committer io the 
Com MITT !•£ of the other Burghs, tnmfmittcd 
with the preceding Letter. 

EniKBURGify !(///> Dtcember, 1783. 

Gentleman, 

Y OU would obferve from the newfpapcrs, 
that a (iciicral Meeting of the Citizens of 
Edinimrgli was held oil the 24lh current, and 
that 'rhiirfday the 251I1 day of M.irrh next is 
now fixed for the C'lmvcntion ot Delegites at 
Edinburgh. We do therefore enlreit, tliat you 
will elllier fend to, or appennt at Edinburgh, 
proper perfon> as IVlcg-ites to meet with our 
Dclcg'.tos in tl:c General Camveniion. 

It i'l prop* lied, ihit r.cliiiburgli fliall be repre- 
fenteil in this Convention by /.w, and eaeii oi 
t!.e oth'T by :\jo Del /gales. 

if y(Hi '^n♦e:vl to appoint Delegates njiJent in 
tdb’.burgh, we beg ) ju will name I’ucli only in 
wl'om ) vd have full confidence, iiiul with whofc 
pri.teiplej, di'.pofitior.,, and chara5icrs, you arc 
v.vll ac;ViaI:Ued.— We iiavc tiiou;|fit ii prudent 
10 anr.ex hercro r*'‘rm ;»&* Deleg ilion, which 
r'j'i i-’.a;, •!du;\ or iv . tr you Ihall i’.nlgo proper. 
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Wc alfo beg that you will caufe infert in tlio^ 
Tciinburgh nowfpapcrs, a (lion aclvcrtilcmcnt, 
cxprcJlivc of your intention to meet us in tlie 
General Convention, and of your rcfolution to 
pcd'cvcrc in this bufinefs of Keformatton, till 
the great objeds at which w'c all aim arc com- 
pletely obtained. — Such advcrtifcmcnls we arc 
confident will have a material clTecl on the Bur- 
gcllcs of the otiicr Burghs that have not yet 
clecLin d, and will alfo exhibit to the Public in 
general, that we are all forioully determined 
(('rdially to unite in our endeavours to effed; a 
thorough ki fonnatlonof our abfurd and tyran- 
nical Sj items. 

We further entreat, tint you will inflrud 
your ndegates reipeding the nature of the 
change wh.icli you arc dehroii^lhoulil take phcc, 
and alfo rcfpccling the nature of a Ger.cral Plan, 
lor the nianageiiKiit ,iiul regulation of the Klee* 
lioiis applicable to all the Buighs. — Such in- 
firuclions will Le of material lerviic to the 
dclibcralloiv; of the Convention, ;iiid will aSbrd 
.ill ncccrfary information on this very important 
bufmen'. 

W c have liic honour to be, 

Gknti.i-.mi w, 

"V (rar molt obedient fervants, 

Bv appointment of the Coinmiitec, 

WILL. CHA. LI'l rLF.,Prcfc3- 
JIIO. M’GUUGAR, Secretary. 


Copy 



C ] 


Copy (f d Form ^Delegation, 

A t the 

(lay of 

WIlEKliAS, it has been propofcil and ap- 
pointed, that a General (lonvmtion uf Delegates 
from the Burgeilcs and Heritors ofth^ difTerent 
Burghb of Scotland, ihf)uld be held at i'.dinburgh 
on the 25th day of March next, in order to con- 
cert incai'ures lor proturiug rednU of the grie- 
vances to which the Burgeflbs, oi Scotland 
arc fubjccled, by the pretent arbilraiy aiul un- 
confliUitiunal modes ol clerling tlieir ?u.i,>i(irat( ; 
and ('ouiicil, and KeprefenUtives in I’.n lianient. 
for the Burghs. THKRKFORK, We the Coin- 
niiltcc, appointed by the Burgeffes, he. ot 

by virtue of pi»\vcrs re- 
ceived from our Conililuents, do hervby nomi- 
nate and authorize and 

ortitluT of them, t«/ 
aft aj5 Delegates fcjr the Burgclus, ^*c. ot 

in tile laid General Gonvention, with 
full power toconlult, \oie, and dcru*irinein 
all nutters that ilull be brouglit before the faicl 
Convention \ and to concur and co-operate wirli 
the other Mcml)crs ot the lame, in all legal and 
confiltutional mcailires, tlul may be propofeJ 
and adopted for accompli (liiiig tiie ends al)u\e- 
inenlioiK'd. Subferibed in preieiice, and by 
appointment of the Coiriiiiiitce. 

i\. JLTrefo. 

C. D. Secretary. 

l\:\r X. 



Piipcr X. 


^[(‘inoricil rfth: Gcikt.O ComnuitccgTDclcgalcs 
t/SLOtlind. 


M MORiAi humbly addrcflcd M rwbers 
llouf,.’ // Gdinnions, by the (. ommittkk . 
by th Ojiicril Convention of l)c- 
f',r cliMiuny^ d Reform in the hitcrnal 
c;»i\cinr..i'nl :J the Royal liorouglis of 

I N tiu’ tliillrar-'c of oui duly as a Committee, 
by the (leneral Convention of 
for clnaininn- a Refi>rm in the intcr- 
I .d <bA\ rnnn-r.t of ilu- Royal Doroughs of 
oil iiul, we lu\ctlic honour lo aildreisyou: 
Nov c.iTi we ilouV.t that >oa will exculc this 
IreeJiom, when we inform you, that the lubjeeb 
on which we write involvc> the inlcreft and 
eirr.ci: willies r#f a^reit and rcfpcclable body of 
the IVnplc of ?5coi]aiid. 

V.'e kii.Av not whrtlur the inter tioiis of the 
r- of JfLOiLind, tlioush openly declared, 
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to obtain a corrcAion of very grois abufcs in 
the internal government of the Royal Rorough::, 
in that part of the Kingdom, have hitherto at- 
trafted your attention. 

We therefore have the honour to inform 
you, by direction of our Conftiluents, that fc- 
verai Conventions of Delegates, from the Rur- 
gefles of a conlidcrable majority of the Roy il 
tioroughs, have been held at Ldinburgh. 'I hclc 
Meetings, the firlt of which was in March 178.^, 
were both numerous and rcipectahle. 'I hc 
abufes complained of were invedigated, and 
brought dearly into view. I'he circiimdanccs 
and lltuation of the diflerent Horoughs were 
explained. A fyftcm of Reform r)f their inter- 
nal GovernmoiU, as contained in tl»c heads of a 
Bill which accompanies this, hai been prepared 
for the confidcntion of Parliament ; and as the 
Rronged tciiimony of its being l)oth expedicjit 
and prac'Kcable, it has received the unaiiinsoits 
approbation of very rcfpcclable and intelligent 
Delegates, compofed ot Merchants, jManufaclii- 
rers, and others, from the Burgell'es of a conli- 
derublc majority of the Royal Boroughs or 
2>catiand, 

Along with tliis Bill, we have t!ie honour to 
tranfniii to you an iliuilraiion of the priiiiiphs 
on which it is founded; for the ohjed of the 
prefent appluation i.-., that yi'.n may he fully 
informed of the nature of the c\iU tiiat in 
the internal Adininiftrarion ot (!>j i'kcoitilh 
Boroughs, as well aa of the cf r.*drcf‘, 

Whi'h 
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wliich it is humbly propofcd to fubmlt to the 
uildom ofFarliaincnt. 

The prcrcnl communication would have been 
unncccffary, if the Reform of the Scottifli 
lioroughb depended entirely on any general 
idea of Legiliation : But ns the objed of it is 
to obtain a corre^ion of peculiar local abufes 
and inllitiitionsyfo it is c\’identy that the fubjcA 
could not eaiily be undcruood, erpccially by the 
(untienien of England, without a particular 
detail and explanation of the nature and hiftory 
ot ihel'c local iifigcs anti cllabliflimcnts. 

I'he cviiN M Inch exift in the intcrn.'il admi- 
riiirnion of the Scott ifh Boroughs, asdeferibed 
ill the illultratior, will be fubftantiated from the 
> ery Sets, or Conllitulions, by which they are go- 
\eri.cd; and Petitions from iheBoiouglis will be 
laid bclorc the lioufc of i.'oinnions, which will 
tei’tiiy that the mcafurcof Reform iS fupported 
by ilic general fenl'e ot the Burgeffes. 

It is, indeed, fcarcely poflible it iliould lie 
ptiicrwifc. 'i he MagiArates and Town-(!t>uiiciii 
in the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, arc the 
CJo\ernors of the Police of the Towns, and the 
Adininillrators of the coniinoii properly ; yet 
thde men are totally unconneded with the 
Burgclics, whofe coininon affairs they atiini- 
infter . I'hey arc fclf-clcded into office ; derive 
no power from the Citizens ; are not fubj^ct vo 
their controul, in matf^ers of Public Police ; and 
arc not in any, rel’prd accountable to them for 

applicaticn of the Public money. 


The 
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The annual Revenues of the whole Roj’al 
Boroughs of Scotland, though they are not 
afccrtaincd with prccifion, may, according to 
our inforrmtion, be moderately eilimated at 

100.0001. fierling. Ihis large Revenue, belong- 
ing to the Communities of Boroughs, and 
which ought to be faithfully applied to the inoft 
ufeful labile purpofes, is fubjed to the admini- 
ftration of men who arc not bound to render 
any account whatever. 10^-6 ^ 

The (^ourt of SciEon had, a confidcrablc time 
ago *, in the calc of the BiirgeiTcs of Kinghorn 
againfi Provoft Hamilton and others, found 
that aflion did not lie in that Court, at the in- 
fiance of private Burgclfes, to compel the Ma- 
giftrates of Boroughs to account. By a recent 
dedCon of the Court of Kxclicqucr in Scotland, 
it is found that this Court has no jurifdidion in 
that matter.' 'J'hc idea of a power, in the Con- 
vention of Royal Boroughs in Scotland, to 
bring Magiftrates to an account for the manage- 
ment of the Revenue, has been reprobated by 
the late opnions of the Batons of Exchequer, as 
neither founded in Law, nor fupported by any 
prinriple of expediency ; fo iliat, as the Law of 
Scotland is now underftood, there docs not cxik 
a power to controul the Adminiftration of Bo- 
roughs, though it regulates the police of theie 
communities, tramples on the Liberties of the 
Burgclfes, whom it has reduced to the utmofe 
inlignificance, and manages a> revenue of 

400.0001. per annum. 
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In thcfc circuniftanccs, the condition of thij. 
Royal llorou^iis of Scotland calls aloud tor the 
inlcrpolit'ion of thcLcgiflature, and for the intro- 
duaw)n of a libtral and iaiutary fyftcm of Bo- 
rough-Government. That Reform for which 
the flurgelles of Scotland contend, is both in 
rcfpecl of its utility and propriety, fupported by 
Precedents of great authority. Jn 1773, the 
liveihmi of the I'own of Stirling, was forfeited 
bj atis of bribery and corruption. In 1781 it 
wMb rtfiorcd by the benignity of the Crown ; 
and hb Majdly, after taking the advice of the 
Attorney General for Kngland, the Lord Ad- 
vticate lor Scotland, with a Committee of the 
Privy Council, waspiciled, for the better Order 
and good Government oCthc faiil Borough, to 
alter the toriner Set or Conlikution, by which 
tile Common Council was iclt-elcctcd, and to 
Vv'ft the Kiodion in l!ie Guildry, cr Merchants at 
bilge, and Mt nibcfb of the Incorporated Trades, 
iKMi’iy ill the very manner that is now propoied 
by tiie prelent application tor Reform, d'hc 
wifdom of this .iltoratlon is now confpicuous 
in liic appearance and Adminiltration of the 
'lowii. Parliamentary ideas correfpond en- 
tirely to tliole liberal lentiments then difeovered 
by the Oiiicers of the Cj:o\.'ii : I'or, in the late ^ 
report ol the Comiiiiiicc of die Houle of thmi- 
nions rcfpecliiig the i’iihcrics, it is propoied, 
that tile MagiUrales of the projected 'iowms, 
fltill be clioleh by the litiuleliolders j a more 

cxtciilive 
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extcnilve communication of the Rights of Elec- 
tibn, than is now claimed by the fiurgcfies of 
Scotland. 

It is proper to advert, that, as the Reform of 
the Scottifli Boroughs now propofed, leaves the 
Parliamentary Elections on their former footing, 
it is manifcdly diiUnguiihcd from the Refonn 
that has been fought and denied in England, 
which was objected to, becaufc it touched the 
Gonftitution of Parliament. 

While the Burgefles rely on the warmeit fup- 
port of the Members of Parliament for Scotland, 
who know their grievances, they repofe parti- 
cular confidence in that liberality of fentiment 
and love of Liberty, which have ever diflinguifli- 
cd the Rnglifli nation. I'hey cannot but think, 
that a fyftcm of Liberty and good Government 
for the Boroughs of Scotland, will be cordially 
embraced by ihufc men, who, every day, expe- 
rience, in their own country, the inellimable 
blefiings of a high condition of Freedom. 'I'lic 
Spirit of Liberty has raifeil England above all 
the nations in Europe, in commerce, in arts, 
and in arms; and can wc entertain a doubt, 
that the Ccniieincn of that country will now be 
defirous to extend the influence of the fame fa- 
Itttary t'yilcm, to evciy part of the united 
ktngilom ? 

To be allowed to participate in the extenfive 
cosnmerco of England, was not tte only blcffing 
which the union had promifed to Scotland. If 
not a more gainful, at leaft a more engaging 

and 
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anti elected pl^ofpeci \i^as opened, in the hop^s. 
that the Liberties of England, which had ren-^ 
tiered tliat nation ilinftrious, happy, and power- 
ful, might in time be communicated to Scot- 
land. Until this event fliall happen, it cannot 
with juflice be laid that the Scottifli nation has 
experienced, in their full extent, thofe fortunate 
and I)rii)iant cdnfequences which were expeded 
from the Union. 

The abolition of the heritable jurifdid:ions, in 
1748, was no doubt a ftep towards the eft'abliflt- 
nicnt of the Liberties of Scotland. This mea- 
iurc, fuggefted perhaps by a violent caufc, w^as 
adopted by the wifdom of a Britifli Parliament. 
The prefent application for Reform, originates 
entirely with the people of England, and pro- 
ceeds from a fenfe of Oppreflion and love of 
Freedom. It is indeed the lirft inlhnce, in 
wliidi the voice of Liberty, from Scotland, has 
been heard pleading her caule, in folcmn form, 
before the tribunal of a Britifli Parliament. 

'Fherc is therefore every reafon to exped that 
a mcalure, at once fo moderate and fo falutary 
in itielf, fo eflentially nccofl'ary, indeed, to the 
profperity of the Boroughs of Scotland, in one 
of which it lias already taken place by Royal 
Authority, and fo agreeable to the wiflies of a 
great body of the people, will not be rejedfed, 
but meet with that indulgence which a li- 
bcrality of fen|ta|ent is apt to infpire, and that 
protection wbicITtbe wifdoin^ and iuflice of a 
111. G Britifli 
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%itifh Government will naturally extend to the 
Rights of every part of the Britifli dominions. 
R. GRAHAM, Prefes. 

ARCH. FLETCHER, Secretary. 

March'iOf 1787 # 


In COMMITTEE. 

Robert Graham of Gartmore, Efq; 

Robert Cullen, Advocate. 

Provoft Kerr of Peebles. 

Commiffary Robertfon of Peebles. 

James Fergus, Merchant, in Kirkcaldy. 

Dr. Gregory Grant, Phyfician, in Edinburgh. 
John Dickfon, Advocate. 

James Summers, Writer in Edinburgh. 
Thomas Wilfon, Advocate. 

William Macintofli of Abcrardcr, Advocate. 
William Dunbar, Clerk to the Signet. 

John Strachan of Woodfidc. 

Robert Bcafton of Kilrie. 

Archibald Fletcher, Clerk to the Signet. 

Mr. GRAHAM ofGARTMORE, in the Chair. 

The Committee unanimoufly refojve, That 
a Copy of the preceding Memorial, with the 
headvS of the Bill and illultration, fliall be lent to 
icach Member of the Houfe of Commons, and 
appoint the Memorial to be figned by the Preies 
and Secretary, and tranfmitted to London by 
the Secretary, to be delivered to Jthe Members by 
Mr* Wilfon, Solicitor for the Reform at London. 
R. GRAHAM, Prefes. 

ARCH, FLETCHER, Secretary. 

Faper XL 
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London, April jtb, 1788. 
Resolutions at a numerous Meeting^ the Com- 
mittee, appointed to condud an application to 
Parliament on the fubjeft ^ Reform of the In- 
ternal Government of the Royal Burghs of 
Scotland. 

Sir Thomas Dundas, Bart. M. P. in the Chair. 
Refolved, 

T hat the prefent Syftem of internal Go- 
vernment of the Royal Burghs of Scot- 
land, by which Magiftrates and Counfellors are 
fclf-elefted, is adverfe to the Principles of the 
Britifli Conftitution. 

Refolved, That it is an unexampled grievance, 
which requires immediate redrefs, that thofe 
Magiftrates ire not in any manner accountable, 
as the Law of Scotland is at prefent underftood, 
for the expenditure of the Revenues of the faid 
Royal Burghs, which are computed to amount 
to about one hundred thoufand Pounds per 
annum. 

Refolved, That the mi&pplication andpro- 
fufe wafte of the Public Property, and the enor- 
mous Debts contraded by the Magiftratw, muft ' 
tend to the utter ruin of the faid Burghs, uniefi 
fpeedily relieved by the interpofition of Par- 
Uament. 

C a 


Refolved, 
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RefolvcdjThat the Petitions to the honourable 
the Houfc of Commons, from the Burgeffes of 
forty* fix out of the whole fixty-fix of the faid 
Royal Burghs, and the very numerous and re- 
fpe&able Conventions of Delegates annually held 
^t Edinburgh from all parts of Scotland, for 
feveral years paft, on the bufineis of the faid 
Reform, are highly exprefiive of the fpirit and 
i^nanimity of the Burgeffes in their prefent ap- 
plication to the Legiflature. 

Refolved, That this Committee, fenfible of 
the importance of the truft delegated to them, 
will continue to give every affiSance in their 
power, towards obtaining for the Petitioners 
fuch redreis as their cafe fo jufily demands. 

THOMAS DUNDAS, Prefident. 


XIL 

Jit a Meeting ^Deleptes frm the different Coun*^ 
ties, for the purpofe of taking into ctmftder alien the 
prefent State of the Laws tvhieh eencern the 
. Elcdion of Commiflioners to ferve in Parlia. 
ment for the Counties and Stewartrics in Scot- 
land. 

. PRESENT, 

Itight Honourable Lord Daer. 

Honourable Heurir Erlkine, Dean olficuUf. 

JLord Chief Baron of BaobMuer* 

* > The 
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The Lor^ Advocate of Scotland^ M. P. 

The Rev. Sir Henry Moncricff Wellwood^ Bart. 

Sir W’illiam Cuninghant of Robertland, Bart. 

Sir William Maxwell of Monfieth, Bart. 

Sir William Maxwell of Spriogkell, Bart. 

Sir John Inglis of Crammond, Bart. 

Sir Peter Warrcnder of Lochcnd, Bart. 

Sir Thomaft Dundas of Kerfe, Bart. M. P. 

Sir Alex. I^lvinfton of Bedlormic and Weftquactery Bart. 
Sir Philip Ainflie of Comelyhanb 
George Leith of Ovcrhall, Efq. 

Francis Farquharfon of HaughtoQ) Efq* 

Charles Hay of Faichfield, Advocate. 

Ja. Gordon, younger, of Craig, Efq; Advocate. 

George Robinfon of Gaik, Eiq. ^ 

William M*I.eod Bannatyne of Kaims, Efq; Advocate. 
Patrick h^’DougaU, younger, of M'Dqugall, , 

William Fullarton of FuUarton, £iq. 

Andrew Dunlop of Dunlop, Efq. 

Alexander Bruce of Kennet, Efq. 

John Francis Er&ine of Marr, Efq. 

Col. James Francis Erlkinc of Fcrreft. 

Robert Dalzlel of GIcnac, Efq; Advocate. 

Patrick Miller of DaRwtnton, Elq. 

Alexander Ferguitbn of Craigdarroch, Elq} Advocate* 
Robert Riddell of Glenridddl, Efq. 

Robert Graham of GartiQore, Efq. 

Arch, Campbell, younger, of Claithick, Blq; Advocate. 
John Buchanan of Ardoch, Efq. 

James Calderwood Durham of PoUod, Efq* < 

George Cuipnain of Relugas, Efq. 

Colonel Weyrafs of Weymfe, M. P. 

James Ofwald of Dunnikier, Efq. 

John Anftruthei- of Ardit, Efq; Advocate. 

Kcil FergufTon of Pifculla, Efq; Advocate. 

Charles Brown of Coamon, Efq; Advocate. 

George Buchan Ifepburn of Smeaton, Efrj; Advocate. 
Norman M’Leod of M*Leod, Efq; M* P- 
James Grant, younger, of Corrymonie, Efq; Advocate. 
Alexander Prafer Tyler of Balnaioi Efq; Advocate* 

James Frafcr of Oortulcg, Efq.* 

Dr. Coventry of Shan well. 

George Gtahame (rfKiorofs, Eftjt; M P* 

George Robertfon Scott of Bcnholm, Efq; Advocate. 

“ William 

C3 
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WilUaro Fv>lUrtpn of Carfteirs, Efq. > 

Colonel Dalrympic of Fordcl. 

John Dickfon of Coulter, E(qj Advocate. 

^ William Baillie of Polkcmmet, Efq; Advocate. 

William Maxiyell of Carridden, Efq. 

James Wolfe Murray of Cringaltee, Efq» Advocate. 

George Paterfon of Caftlehuntley, Efq. 

Alexander Muir M’Kenzie of Hetvin, Efq. 

William M’Donald of St. Martin’s, Efq. 

David Smyth of Metbvin, Efq; Advocate. 

Andrew Houlton of Jofdanhill, Efq; 

William Morehcad of Herbert fli ire, Efq. 

Peter Spiers of Culcrench, Efq. 

John M'Failane of Kirkton, Efq. 

Andrew M’Dowall of Logan, Efq; M P. 

pobert Hawthorn Stewart of Phyfgilt, Efq. 

Alexander Gordon of Culvcnnan, Efq. 

Thomas Adair of Genoch, Efq. 

Sir Thelmas Dundas propofcd, that the Lord 
* Chief Baron fliould be called to the Chair, which 
was done by the unanimous voice of the Meeting, 
and his Lordfliip having taken the Chair, the 
following Refolutions were moved by Sir Tho- 
mas Dundas : — 

RefolvecU That it appears to this Meeting, that 
the attention of the Legiflature, both before 
and find the treaty of Union, has been fre- 
quently called to regulate the nature of thofe 
freehold qualifications which intitle Landhold- 
ers to vote in the Elc6Hon of Cpmmiffioners 
for the counties of Scotland, with which view 
many ftatutes have been pafled, particularly 
from the year 1681, to the prefent time, for re- 
medying the abufes which have been felt, iiot- 
withftanding whereof, many defects and incon- 
veniences ftill cxift in this part of our Law, 

which 
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which have been long complained of by tlxc 
Landholders of Scotland, 

Refohedy That it appears to this Meeting, that 
under the appointment bf the fevcral Counties 
who have named Delegates, in confequcnce of a 
letter from Sir Alexander Ramfay,as prefiding at 
a Meeting of Landed Gentlemen on the 25th Fc^ 
bruary, 1792, laid before the Commiffioners of 
Supply (land tax) for thefe Counties at their 
General Meeting on the 30th April laft, the 
object of the prefent Meeting appears to be to 
prepare the draught of a Bill for altering and 
amending the prefent Laws, with a view to re- 
medy thefe abufes and defefts. Therefore, 
Refolved^ That a Committee be appointed to 
confidcr the prefent State of the Laws, regard- 
ing the qualification of Electors of Reprefenta- 
tives of the Counties of Scotland, and of the 
beft method of remedying the prefent exifting 
elefeds in the general fyftcm of County Eledions, 
on principles fuited to that attachment which 
this Meeting feel and know their Conllitucnts 
to entertain, to the prefent happy Gonftitution 
of this country ; and to report their opinion to 
a General Meeting, to be held at Edinburgh 
on Monday the 10th of December next, of the 
prefent Delegates, or of fuch as fliall be fent from 
^^ny of the County Meetings, which Ihall be held 
for that purpofe betwixt and that time. 

And thefe Refolutions being feconded by the 
Lord Advocate, were ti^irricd unaniinouliy.^ 
After that, 
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On the motion of Sir Thomas Dundas, the 
Meeting unanimoufly Refolved, that the Com- 
mittee iho|^d confift pf the fcilpving Oentlcr 

The Lpfd Chief Baron of Mr. Charles Hay 
the Court of Exchequer Mr. M'Lcod Bannatyne 
The Hon. Henry Erjfkinc Mr Houftoo of JordanhU! 

The J^ord Advocate Mr. Grant of Cnrrymonic 

Mr. jFrfkint of Marr Mr. Fergu/Ton. CraigdarrOch 

Sir W. Maxwell of Monreith Mr Thomas Adair 

Sir Thoipas Dundas Mr. George Robertfon Scott 

Mf* Campbell of Claithieje and 

^oloj^cl M‘Leod Mr, Smith of Methven. 

^nd five to be a quorum. That the Lord Chief 
Baron be the Convener of the Committee, and 
» Thomas Adair, Clerk to the Signet, Secretary 
to the General Meeting and Committee. 

Befohed unan'motiftyy'Wizi a lift of the Dele- 
gates who attended this Meetin|r, and their pro- 
ceedings, be published in the Edinburgh and 
tondoa newfpapcrs ; and that copies thereof be 
printed, and tranfoiittcd by the Secretary to 
the Conveners of the refpeftiye Counties and 
Stcwartiies in Scotland. ' 

Rifokd unanimoufly y That tfic thanks of this 
Jlcctlpg be given to the Lord Chief Baron, for 
the attention and propriety with which he has 
eondufted the proceedings. And, laftly, 
Riffohedy That this Meeting be adjourned to 
Monday the loth of December next. 

(Signed) JA. MONTGOMERY, Prefes, 
THO.^DAIR, Secretary. 

Paper XIIL 



Paper XIII. 


GlasgomTi t^d Jtdft 1791, 

Resolutions, at a Meeting <3/ Society formed 
in Glafgow for the purpofe of Reding Conftitu*. 
tional and Parliamentary ^form, held at the 
Prince o/* Wales’s Tavern. 

The LORD PROVOST, in the Chair, 

It was unanimoufly Refolved, 

ift. AT thisSocicty venerate the principle^ 
X of the Pritilb Cpnllitution, as defigne 4 
for the happinefs of the people, in the fecurity of 
their valuable Rights and Privileges, but they arc 
convinced, that there is juft caufe to complain 
c)t the numbcrlefs corruptions and abufes whicl:^ 
iictorni it, and render it in practice a complete 
contradi^ion of the thepry. 

2d. That thefc abufes arc folely to be attri* 
buted to the prefent inadequate ftate of tlie Rcr 
prefentation of the People, both with regard to 
the duration of Parliaments, and to the mode in 
vWch perfons are cltofeu to ferve therein. 

3d. Th?t 
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^ jA That it is cffential to the purity of the Con. 
fiilutioni that the Rights of the People fiiouldbc 
prcfcrvcd inviolate. Hence that Right j to which 
every Bfitifh Commoner is entitled, of exercifmg 
an aftual fliar^n the legiflation, or of eleding 
one of thofe who are to frame the laws, ought 
to be eftabUihed, on ahrmandfolid foundation, 
in order that the Commons’ Houfe of Parlia- 
iDCjit may become, in reality, the Reprefentative 
Body of the Commoners of Great Britain, nomi- 
^nated by the adual and free fuffrages of the 
, people at large. 

. 4th. That the prefent unconftitutional dura- 
tit^ of Parliaments ought to be contraded, fo 
as that tie Right of Eleftion may be frequently 
excrcifcd by the people, as the beft means of fe- 
curlng the integrity of their Reprefentatives, 
who, if they were to depend entirely on the ap- 
probation of^their Conftituents, for the renewal 
of their truft, would be anxioufly attentive to 
the faithful difeharge of their duty. 

; 5th. That the privileges of equal reprefenta- 
tion, frequent cledlons, and the univcrfal right 
of fu&agc, “ are of fo tranfeendant a nature, 
that in oppofition to the claim of the people to 
their enjoyment, the longcft period of pre- 
licription is pleaded infvain. They form the 
grand ^palladium of the nation, they are the 
blrth*right of Britons; their beft inheritance, 
which without the complicated crimes of Trea- 
fon to their country, and injuftice to their 
pofterity, they cannot alienate or refign ; they 

form 
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form that triple cord of ftren^h, which alone' 
can be relied on, to hold, in times of tempeft, 

the veffel of the 'State,*** 

6th. That this fociety will, therefore, zca- 
loufly purfue every conftitutionaland temperate 
mcafure, for efFcding a Reform in the Parlia- 
mentary Reprefentation of the Commons of 
Great-Britain, which is the general purpofe and 
leading principle of their AlTociation. At the 
{iimc time they, in the moft ferious manner^ 
difehim the fmalleft intention or idea of cxeit- 
ing Sedition, or of attempting to overthrow tte 
Britifli Conftitution. They are only anxious, 
by a timely and peaceable reform of abufes, to 
deftroy or to remedy evils, which %avc been 
fcnfibly felt, and long complained of ; and they 
arc humbly confident that, by profeffing and 
adhering to fuch principles, they exhibit unde* 
niablc proofs of their rofpeA for the Conftitu- 
tion, and of concern for the peace and Welfare 
of the Community of which they are Members* 
7th. That tliis Society obferve, with pain and 
regret, the unjuft refufal experienced by the 
Burgeffes of Scotland, in the lall Parliament, to 
their application for a Reform in the internal 
Government of the Royal Burghs, which is one 
among many inftancea, of the corruption and 
abufes introduced by unequal Reprefentation ; 
and proves that every application for the re- 

* Vide the plan of Parliamentary Reform, adopted by tbc 
cdiTiitiftcr AfTociation, (of which Mr. Pitt was a Member) attd 
introduced into Parliament by the Puke of Rich mood, in t'fto* 

dvefk 



dedSi grievances, made to a Body of Men, no 
under the influence of their Conftituents, 
blit uniformly a£iing in fubfervicncy to the views 
ind intmfls of the Crown, mufl: be unfucceff. 
fill;*** for although it was univcrfally admitted, 
that the Burgefles poflefled an inherent and un- 
doubted right to the Reform which they de- 
* manded, yet, (in compliance with that ftcdfafl 
' purpofe, which the Commons feem to have laid 
down, of oppofing c\^cry mcafurc of redrefs) it 
WU9 almoft as univcrfally agreed, to refufe 
their requeft. 

8th. That this Society alfo embrace the ob- 
of eflabliihing in this kingdom, the trial 
BY'^JUR"! IN CIVIL CASES, and of confirming 
tbt RIGHTS OF JURORS as undoubted judges 
.of the law as well as the fad, in order that this 
mode of trial may become, what it ought to be, 
w the principal bulwark of Liberty, &c. and a 
^vSege or the highod and moil beneficial 
niturc.*' | 

9th. That this Society will likewife direft 
thrift attention to the attainment of full and un- 
reftrained Liberty of the Prefs, and will induf- 
Irioufly ftrive, for the acquifition of that perfed 
and univerfal privilege, in the exprcflion of fen- 
limcnts, on matters of Government and Reli- 
gion,* which is confident with the Yrce and li- 
heral nature of the Britifli Conftitution, 

* Vide tl|e plan of ParliamcnUry Reform, adopted by the 
Affociation, Ac. 

1 BhclUonc’s Com. b. 3. ch. 13. 

* loth. 
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icth. That thefe Refolutions are the effcd 
of a {erious and attentive confideradon of the 
Sublets, and originate' from the pure, ardent, 
and fincere wifh, of fccuring the public happi- 
pinefs, and of promoting peace on e«th and 
trood-will towards men. ' „ 

iith. That this Society have the warmeft fen. 
timcnts of veneration and regard, for thofe ex- 
cellent and diftinguilhed perfons who have affo- 
dated themfelves, under the honourable name 
of “ The Friends of the People;” and ate 
anxious, in this public manner, to teftify their 
attachment to the great caufe which they have, 
adopted. 

12th. That for the attainment of the highlf 
effential purpofes before Rated, this ftkiety will* 
be ready to correfpond and aft in conjuiiftioa. 
with the other Aflbeiations formed in Great. 
Britain, with thefe objefts in view, in fo far a« 
they are influenced by the Rune calm and bene, 
ficent temper and conduft thdr deliberations 
and exertions, with that order and moderatiotv. 
w'hich are the diftinguifbing charafteriftics and 
the prominent features of the true Spirit ot 
Libertv- 


Mvmssb. ZECi 



Number XIX. 


Paper I. 

htrTZVi addrepd //^^Frfeholdfrs /t/'York- 
SHIRE by the Rev. Christopher Wyvilt. 

''Gentlemen, 

H aving been appointed by you a Member 
of yowr Committee, and having been ho* 
^ noufed with your confidence in a ftation of ftill 
"^eater truft, as Chairman of that Body, on 
wb of thefe grounds 1 hold myfelf refponfible 
to you for my condud in every Political Tranf- 
adion, in which it may be my fortune to take 
% part. In aU fuch cafes, my Conftituents have 
1 right to know what my aftions have been, 
and what have been my reafons for ading. 
v®ut on the prefent occafion, I am free to 
own motives of prudence arc combined with a 
fenfe of my duty to you. The correfpondence 
I have hdd with the Volunteers of Ireland may 
1)e Uable to MIS-REPRESENTATIONS as in- 
jurious to thofe generous Men as to myfelf'.-— 
Againft thefe, the only means of protedion is 
ao unreferved difcTofure of all my Letters to the 
Volunteers, — Anxious, alfo, as I am, not to for- 
feit your good opinion, I feel that I cannot be 

happy 
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liappy^ even in your approbation, unlefs it be 
founded on a thorou^ knowledge of what I* 
have done. To your infpeclion, therefore, I 
fubmit the following Papers j which contain 
the Queries propofed to me by the Volunteers of 
Ireland on the intended Reformation of the 
Parliament of that. Kingdom, and the whole of 
my Qiare in the fubfequent correfpondence to 
which that communication firft gave rife. 

I'he account given by the Volunteers of the 
Reprefentation of the People of Ireland, exhi- 
bits abufes exactly fimilar to thofe which defotm 
the Parliament of Britain ; and which, if not 
corrected by National Interpofition in each 
country, appear but too likely to increafe ; tilt 
they become the deftruftion of every valuable 
end for which Parliaments were originally or- 
dained. 

But mutilated as the Britifh Conftitution is, 
it fiill extends to the People Rights and Privi- 
leges of great efficacy for the prefer vation of Li- 
KKRTY. By a jull and warrantable exercife of 
thofe Rights, it has been your endeavour to 
reftorc the Conftitution, in ibme degree, to the 
vigour of its ancient State. And notwithftand- 
ing repeated difappointments, your hopes of 
fuccefs are not extinguiflied, your zeal is not 
ab:^ed ; on the contrary, the Revolutions of 
this eventful year have only ferved to convince 
you more clearly that Reformation is neceffary^ 
and that, by a ftcady adherence to your pacific 
plan, it may finally be attained* Such were 

your 
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your views in the formation of that Affocia- 
tion, in w^iofe profecution you have perfevered 
^ith a conftant uniformity, with an afth’e but 
Welhgovetned zeal, which have gradually lei- 
fened the diftruft and fufpicion of your former 
opponents, and induced many of them, by an 
extraordinary effort of candour, to concur with 
you in fupporting the objefts of your plan.— 
Thefe are acquifitions in which you well may 
triumph j they arc the conquefts of truth, in- 
tegrity, and public fpirit ; they are vlclorics, 
from which the vigors and the vanquilhed will 
reap equal honour and cqtial advantage*. 

For myfelf, “ while 1 have your approbation, 
ftand pledged not to withdraw from the 
••Public Service and that approbation, I am 
perfuaded, will only be given to a conftant per- 
fcvmnce in your legal mode of interpofition. 
•• But whenever I fliall fee the grounds of the 
•‘ Affociation fhifted, and meafurcs taken, that, 
in my apprehenfion, probably will lead to vi- 
olence and commotion ; or whenever I (hall 
‘•be convinced, from the difpofition of the 
country in general, or that of this County in 
*• particular, that no Public Good is to be ex- 
•• pefted from pcrfcverance ; in each of thefe 
“cafes I have pledged rayfeif TO RETIRE/' 
1t|icfe were my declarations at a late and at a 
former Meeting of the County of York; and 
permit me to affure you, thefe were not engage- 
ments flighdy made, and meant as Sightly to 
be broken ; they were the effulion of fenti- 
men(s which I had long conceived, and pro- 

mifes 
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mifes to which my condtift muft exafily cortp* 
fpond. By the Kreachof thefe engagements, or 
the uniform obfervance of them, my char^der 
will be determined in your judgment, either ^ 

A BAD CfTIZEN OR AS ONE, WHO IN 

TIMES OF NATIONAL DISTRESS AND 
alarm ENDEAVOURED TO PREVENT 
COMMOTION, AND POINTED TO LAW. 
FUL AND PACIFIC MEANS FOR PRESER- 
VING THE LIBERTIES OF HIS COUNTRY. 
I have the’ihonour. to'be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your faithfol and obedient 

c. wY,mu 

York, Dfr. 30, 1783. 


Paper II. 

LETTER/ram/i^CoMMITTEE^DELBOAi^l^/A^ 

Forty.five Corps Volunteers ^Ireland 
Rev. Christopher Wyvill. 


(G' O P Y.) 



^ urty.flvc Volunteer Corps, affemblcd at Liibu^W,' 
\'oL. ill. j) on 
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on the ift of July inflant, held at Bclfaftthc 
19th of July, 1783. ' 

.. Prefent, Lieutenant-Colonel Sharm^n, 

' in the Chair. ^ 

Ordered, That the following Letter, figned 
by the Secretary in the name of this Committee, 
be forwarded to the highly refpefted Rev". Mr. 
Wyvill of Yorkfliire, enclofing a copy of the 
Refolutions of the Provincial Meeting of Volun- 
teers of Munfter, and of the pfbceedings of the 
forty-five Volunteer Delegates, affemblcd at 
Lifburn, on the ift inftant, refpec^dng a Parlia- 
mentary Reform ; as alfo, a copy of the Circu- 
lar Letter written this day, by this Committee, 
to the fcveral Corps of this Province. 


Belfast, 19th yuijt 17S3. 

RfiviiRENp Sir, . ♦ 

YOUR marked attachment to the Rights of 
the People and the general profperity of 
the Britiflf Empire, induce us to addrefs you on 
the prefent great and momentous occafion. 

The* Spirit of Freedom which pervades all 
ranks of People in Ireland, with the jufticc and 
wife policy of the Britiffi Nation, having remo- 
ved for ever all poffible caufe of jcaloufy between 
the Sifter Kingdoms, and united^us to Britain on 
the Ba6» of equal Liberty and fimilar Conftitu- 
tion ; becomes the duty as it is the intereft of 
eacli Kingdom to affift the other, in their endea- 
vours to reftorc to its antient purity and vigour, 

a decayed 
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1 decayed, enfeebled, and fickly Conftitution* 
In both Nations' it is now generally acknow^ 
ledged that this great objeft can be attained by 
no other means but by a Reform of the Repre- 
fen ration in Parliament. In England the mea- 
fure has for the prefent nufearried, though fup- 
ported by fo many wife, honeft, great, and in- 
dependent Men, and by a vigorous and glorious 
exertion of many Shires, particularly that of 
"^'ork. Wc truft, however, it has mifearried 
only for a feafon, and that the next attempts will 
prove fuccefsful. Ireland has now taken up the 
idci, and if we {hall be fo happy as to fee fuccefs 
crown our eftbrts, we think confiderable weight 
will be thereby added to tlie endeavours of the^ 
Friends of the People in England ; the People 
oF ihc Two Nations united in purfuit of |he 
uine important objecl:, inuft be not only power- 
tul but irrefillible. The enclofed Papers, which 
wc requeft you may perufe, will fliew how far 
■liU country has already gone in determinih^ 
to procure a more equal Reprefen ration ; the 
Unanimous Refolutions of about fifteen thou- 
l ind Volunteers, already declared in a very few 
weeks, allure us that the refolves of the Dcle- 
gatci of Ulfter, who are to affemble at Dun- 
gannon on the eighth of beptember next, will 
be no Icfs unanimous ; and we well know tliat 
wlut the Volunteers (vaft numbers of whom 
are Freeholders) fliall determine on, the other 
^ rccliolders and People in general, who are not 
' will aclnpt and fupport, by every 

^ -ans in their power— the Aged Fathers cari- 
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not differ from their Sons, refpeaing a matter 
on which depends every thing that they either 
hold dear for thcmfelves or their pofterity. 

That you may fee the very depraved ftate of 
our keprefentation, it is neccflary to ohferve, 
that out of three hundred Members, of which our 
Houfc of Commons confills; two hundred and 
twenty arc returned by Boroughs ; thofe one 
hundred. and ten Boroug1\s are divided into 
three clafles, ift, Thofe where the Right of 
Elec'tion is vefted in the Proteftant inhabitants 
at large ; ad, I'hofe where the Right of Election 
is vefted in the Chief Magiftrate, Burgefles, and 
Freemen ; 3 d, Thofe where the Right of Eiec- 
tlon is confined to the Chief Magiftrate and 
Burgeffes, frequently not jpore in number thai’ 
five or fix, and feldom exceeding ten or twelve. 
Almoft all the Boroughs arc cither venal or cor- 
rupt, or implicitly obedient to the arbitrary will 
of their refpecMve Landlords, who didate to the 
Blcftors in the moll abfolute manner. 'I'hofe 
Landlords claim, by prefeription, a kind of pro- 
perty in the Boroughs, the patronage of which 
they transfer by (ale, like ari eftate, and receive 
from eight to ten thoufiind pounds for a Bo- 
Tough, A feat for a Borough is generally fold 
for two thoufand pounds, fo that every fc\ en or 
eight years a Borough brings in four thoufand 
pounds to the Patron. 

Unhappily for Ireland, our Counties alfo are 
too much governed by our Peers and Great 
Men, whofc inftuence ovef many of their re- 
fpedive tenants is very great ; and this confi- 

deration 



i S3 1 

deration has given rife here to a doubt in the 
minds of many ^well-meaning men a%to the 
propriety of adding to the number of Knights 
of the Shire, as generally now two great families 
endeavour to divide between them the feats for 
the county ; the others either remain neuter or 
join the independent intereft. It is alledged, 
were there fix feats in each county, fix great fa- 
milies would divide them ; and, againJft fuch a 
a jun<^ion, the Independent Treeholders would 
not be able to make any cffeclual oppolition. — 
^lay we now entreat you, as a moil important 
favour conferred not only on us but on this 
kingdom, that you may be pleafed to favour us 
with your fentiments and advice as to the beft, 
the inoft cligible,^and the moft praclicahlc mode 
of deftroying, reftraining, or counteracting this 
Hvdra of CoRRUPTJo^r, BOROUGH 4 NFLU. 
hNCK ; that we may be enabled to Jay your 
opinion before ific Provincial Aflcmbly of De- 
legates at Dungannon j and as our laft iVIeeting 
tor arranging bufinefs previous thereunto, is 
fixed to be on the 20th of Auguif, we hope you 
will be fo obliging as to forward your reply fo 
as to be with us about that time. Many apo- 
logies are due for tliis long addrefs, and Jdr the 
very great trouble we have requefted you to 
take ; but we are young in Politics and wi|h 
for information from Men of more Wifdom, 
Kxpcrience, and Abilities. This, liowcver, we 
may venture to afiert, that if we can cmiy be. 
(lirc^ied to the beft mode, the Mafs of the In- 
habitants of Ireland is at this inomcnl f>> ctun- 
D plclcl; 
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pletely alive and fenfiblc to the neccflity of a 
welUdijefted Reform, that there cannot remain 
a doubt, that what it attempts, in conjunelion 
with the virtuous part of England, will be 
cffe^luah The feveral matters on which \vc 
have requefted your opinion, are thrown into 
One view in the following (^eries : 

In order to the Purity of Parliament, and to 
reftore that Conllitutional Controul which the 
Conftituent Body Ihould have over the Repre* 
fentative, 

ift, Is it ncceffary that thofe Boroughs in 
which the Right of Eleclion is vefted in a few. 
which, in general, are at the abfolute difpofal of 
one or two pcrfons,lhould|)e disfranchifed, and 
in their place the County Ikprefcntativcs in- 
creafed ? 

ad, The Proteftant Inhabitants confift of near 
one million, who return three hundred Mem- 
bers ; would it be wife to increafe the number 
of Reprefentatives for the Kingdom at large ^ 

3d, A plaufiblc obje^fion, mentioned above, 
has been raifed againft an increafe of County 
Reprefentatives ; has that argument much 
weight ? And if it has, is it remediable ? 

4th, Should the Right of Suffrage be extended: 
If it ihould, who are the proper objects of that 
cxtenfion ? 

5th, In order to guard againft undue in- 
fluence, would it be wife to have the Members 
returned by Ballot ? 

6th, Would not a limitation of the duration 
of Parliaments to a Ihortcr term than eight 

years 
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years have excellent effeft? And.lhould it he 

lefs than triennial ? ’ * 

7 th, If the abolition of the enslaved Boroughs 
is neceffary, Would it be equitable, or expedient 
that they fhould be purchafed by the Nation ? 

8th, On the whole, what fpecific mode of 
Beform, in the Reprefentation of Ireland, beft 
fuits your own ideas, confidering the fituation 
of this Country, and what are the fteps which 
YOU conceive beft adapted to effeft that Re* 
formation ? 

We requeft you may be fo good to direft 
vour anfwer to our Chairman, Lieutenant- 
“ Colonel Sharman, Lifburn.” 

We have the honour to be, 

With the moll perfect refpeft. 

Sir, your moft obedient 

And moft humble fervants. 

Signed, by Order of Committee, 

HENRY JOY, jun. 
Secretary of the Forty-Five. 


The Rev. Mr. Wyvill, &c. &c. 



Paper III. 


Letter iy /ii? Rev. Christopher Wyvill U 
Henry Joy, jun. Efq. 

Burton-Uall, near Bei>all» Yorkshire, Jug. 3, 1783, 

Sir, 

O N my return this day from London, I re* 
ceived your two letters, dated the 1 9th 
and 26th of July, ftating grofs abufes in the Re- 
prefentation of the People of Ireland, and pro- 
pofing for my confidcration Queries refpeding 
the moft advifeable mode of application for ob- 
taining effcflual redrefs. The Committee of 
Corrcfpondencc at Bclfaft, have done me great 
honour, by alking the opinion of lb humble an 
individual on a fubjeft of fuch extreme im- 
portance to the whole Irilh Nation. I am truly 
Icnfiblc alfo, they may have confulted on this 
occafion, many perfons in this Country, better 
qualified by their experience and fuperior abili- 
ties, to fuggeft advice which may deferve the 
attention of the propofed General Meeting of 
the Volunteer Delegates of Ulfter. But neither 
that refleftion, nor the prefent afflidion of my 
mind from the recent lofs of a very near rela- 
tion, fliall difeourage me from communicating 
to the Committee at Belfaft my fentiments with- 
' ■ out 
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out refervc. I bold it to b« my duty as a Maw^ 
much more as your fellow subject, to con* 
tribute the beft afllftance in my power, inconfi. 
derable as it may be, to promote that political 
Reformation, without which the happincfs of 
Ireland cannot be fecure. I undertake the 
performance of this duty with the zeal and 
alacrity of a moft hearty friend ; but fince my 
anfwcr is not defired at Belfaft till the aotb 
indant, it will be deferred for fome polls, in 
order that it may be formed on the fulleft and 
moft attentive confidcration of the fubjeft which 
I am able to give it. 

I am, Sir with great refpeft, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 

Henry Joy jun. Efq;* 

Secretary of the Committee of 
Corrcfpondcnce at Belfaft. 


Paper VL 

LvTi:^Kbythe I^ev. Christopher WyviL|*.l^ 
Lieutenant Colonel Sharman. 


Burton-IIall, wflr Bi-dall, jfvg, 15, 

Sir, 

T he inclofcd paper contains my anfwer to 
the Queries which, the Committee of Cofr 
rcfpondcncc at Belfaft, have done me the honour 

to 
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to propofc for my oonfideration. I beg the fa. 
voMr that you will take the earlieft opportunity 
lay it before the Committee. 

*" I am, with thegreateft refped, 

. Sir, 

♦ Your moft obedient fervant, 

C. Vv^YVILL 

Lieutenant Colonel ShArman, 

- Chairman of the Committee 
;. .of Correfpondence at Bclfaft. 


I^apcr V. 


Mr. Wyvill's Anfwct to the Clerics propofed to 
him bp the Committee of Correfpondence at 
Belfaft, 

i*¥N all attempts by a Free People to improve 
i the frame of tjicir Legiflature, it feems ad- 
vLeable, as much as may be poflible, to prc» 
ferve antient foundations ; and to fuifer every 
part of the fabric to flaiid, which is not abfo- 
lutely ‘incapable of fubftantial repair. In my 
Opinion it is unnecefi'ary and inexpedient to 
d^sfranchjfe the populous Borouglis in Ireland, 

in 
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in which the Right of Elcftion is vcftc4 in a 
few pcrlbns. In fuch Boroughs, a due cxtcnfiott 
of the Right of Suffrage is fuflicient to obtain 
every dcfirable purpofe— but all the little depo- 
pulated Boroughs ought certainly to be dif- 
franebifed, and their privilege of Parliamentary 
Reprefentation fhould be transferred to thofe 
populous DiftricTis which are unreprefented, or 
whufe lliaro of Reprefentation is inadequate. 

2. If in confcquence of the propofed disfran- 
thifement of the fmalleft clafs of Boroughs, a fuf- 
ficicnt ihare of the Reprefentation can be trans- 
ferred to the larger diih icls, it does not feem ne- 
ceffary that the number of the Irifli Houfc of 
Commons lliould be increafed. The Liberty of 
the Nation may be well prote^cd by a Houfc 
of Commons, wliofc Members do not exceed 
three hundred, if thofe Members be firmly con- 
nected with the Body of the Nation. But if 
from the paucity of Boroughs proper to be 
disfranchifed, or from the influence of power# 
ful Men intcrefted to prel'crve fuch Boroughs, a 
fuflicient fharepf the Reprefentation cannot be 
transferred to the larger difiricts ; the prefent 
number of t! Houfc of Commons in Irelandj 
compared with the cleclive Body, is by no means 
fo large as to forbid any addition of Members. 
For what fecurcs a Parliament in the intereft of 
the Public? DU£ ELECTION, AND A SPEEDY 
TURN INTO THE COMMON MASS. A Senate 
thus conftituted would inflantly feel wdiat the 
community fdt, and faithfully afl according 

to 
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to the wMhcs of their Conftituents. Thcfe are 
the effential requifites in the formation and 
^ndud of a Houfe of Commons, and where 
are found, it is of little moment whether 
the lAffembly confift of three hundred perfons, 
Or of any larger number not exceeding thofe 
linut$, beyond which it is not eafy to prei’erve 
order in a deliberative Affcmbly. On thefe 
grounds, it may be prefumed, that no folid ob- 
jeftion to an augmentation of the Irifli Houfe 
of Commons could be offered, even if the prefent 
EleAive Body were incapable of increafe: But 
fince the time is perhaps arrived, or may not be 
very diftant, when the Catholics of Ireland 
might be fafely admitted to a participation in the 
Right of Election, the difliculty wholly yanifhes. 

' 3. Where property is very unequally diftri- 
huted, Arillocratical Influence will be found to 
operate cxtenfively ; and no means can be de- 
vifed completely to guard the community againft 
the mifehievous confequences of that influence, 
without a breach of the laws of property, which 
'hardly ever can be juftiflable. gut regulations 
may be framed, by which the danger from an 
exceffive power in the Ariftocrat ; may be aver- 
ted, and, in fomc tolerable degree, that fhare of 
influence may be obtained by the People, with- 
<3iut which they cannot poflefs a free Conftitu- 
tigh, or have any fubftantial fecurity that the 
true interefts of the Nation will be ftcadily pur- 
fuedby Government. Laws extending the Right 
pf Suffrage to fit clafl'es of Men— prohibiting 

bribery 
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bribery and expence of Eleftions — and fadlita^ 
ting the Voters accefs to the place of polling—^ 
thefe are the moft obvious and effeftual means 
by which the Commons may be prcteded againft 
a domineering Ariftocracy, without recui|ing 
to the defperate expedient of an Agrarian Law, 
And fince the Counties of Ireland are inade-* 
quately reprefented, and fince the natural lux- 
ury of the rich, and the growing induftry of 
the poor, will combine to leffen the evil com- 
plained of, it feems advifeable that the County- 
Reprefentation .fliould be reinforced ; and at 
the fame time, that every proper regulation to 
check the cxcefs of Ariftocratical Influence 
(Irotld be introduced. 

4. The fourth Query has been in fome mea- 
fiirc anfwered in reply to the third. It feems 
not to admit a doubt that* the Right of Suf- 
fr;igc fhould be extended in Ireland- but the 
difficult part of the qaeftion is, TO WHOM ? 
Confeious as I am how delicate the fubjeft is, I 
cannot however decline to give my fentiinents 
upon it with plainnefs and ujirefcrvcd fmccrity. , 

It is the Right of ]Mankind to be governed 
by their own confent, given perfonally, or by 
Keprefentation. On, this principle, all juft Go- 
vernment has been originally formed. It was 
the principle on which our Saxon Anceftors 
founded their Conftitution ; and though it 
muft be admitted, that from the firft introduc- 
tion of a Deputed Affembly of the People iti 
England, the principle nevdr was ftndly ad- 
hered 
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hered tb, and that in fact the Right of Eleftion 
,was not univerfally enjoyed, even before the 
Statute of Disfranchifement, paffed in the eighth 
y^ar of Henry VI. yet the principle was ftill ap. 
j^alcd to, and, by a gal fiction, fuppofed 
to exift in practice. Such was the happy equali- 
ty of mankind in the earlier ftages of Ibciety ; 
ill exchanged, in my opinion, for the glare and 
glitter of a more fplcndid fcene, where the lofs 
of the Political Happinefs of the MANY is poorly 
compenfatcd by the pomp and magnificence of a 
FEW INDIVIDUALS. 

In countries where property is equally divided, 
or nearly fo, it can hardly be luppoied that the 
unlimited Right ot Suffrage may not be pf^a- 
blilhed. If fuch an' exception to all Political 
Experience fhould occur, the circumftances 
which could occafion the limitation muff be of 
a very extraordinary nature: But in States 
where property has been dilcributed witli con- 
fidcrable inequality, fome diminution of popular 
privileges has ufually taken place — and irr far 
the grsateft part of the Globe, where the e\- 
tf'emps of ridies and poverty almoft divide each 
cbmniunity, thofe privileges have been trampled 
Ujnder the feet of their tyrannical rulers, and 
ifcaredy a veftige of them is to be found. Even 
in fheie free countries of Ireland and Britain, 
thcr'C feems to have been a culpable propenfity 
tocoutrad thofe Rights to a degree for which 
there was no fufiicient reafon. The interefts of 
mankind require that the bafis of Society fliould 

be 
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be broad : The rules of Juftke require that 
tlieir natural Rights fliould not ^ taken away, • 
but upon proof of niifufage or raitical Delin- 
quency* I am fatisfied, therefore, that wbet'e 
the right of Univerfal Suffrage has not been 
found aftually inconfiftent with the public fafety, 
it ought not to be abridged. But in &11 cafes 
where tlie claims of individuals are incompati- 
l)le with the general good, the privileges of a 
part of the Community muft be poftponed to 
the welfare of the whole. For the Law of 
iVlf-prcfcrvation is to Societies as it is to indivi- 
duals, an indefeazabie Law ; and by that Law 
Societies are juftifiable which ejed from the full 
enjoy inenl of the bights of Citizeins, perfons to 
whom thofe Rights could not be continued 
without danger to the Public. The Kleftion 
ITanchife may be confidered as both a Privilege 
and a 'rrull ; and Men who have been found 
incapable of Executing that truft in a manner 
not difad vantageous to the community, are unlit 
to remain invefted with it. That truli may be 
as properly taken from fuch Men, as by the con* 
celTion of the Advocates for its wddeft extenfion ^ 
it may be withheld from Women, Minors, and , 
Perlbns of fome other deferiptions. But h'lea, 
from whom this franchife has been taken, ought' 
to be permitted to renounce their allegiance' to 
the State, and to transfer it to another. If in ^ 
that cafe they acquiefeed under the deprivation 
'vithout renouncing their allegiance to the 
State or even expreffing any diffatisFadion, 
their acquiefcence would amount to a tacit ac- 
ceptance 
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Ceptanc^ t>£ virtU2d Kq)refentation ; and they 
ftill be.governed, zb they ought ta be, by 
their own confent. 

t vvin Communities, in which this deprivation 
has already taken place, limilar reafoning will 
determine to what claffes of men the Election 
Franchifc ought to be reftored, or may juftly 
he rcfufed. It ought to be reftored to all who may 
fee reafonably expected to exercife it for the 
Public good. This is indifputably clear j and it 
fcems equally certain that it Inay be juftly re- 
fufed to all to whom it would be unfafe to im- 
part it ; whom candour would judge moft likely 
to mifufc ihcirprivilege, and to be guilty of that 
political delinquency for which their original 
deprivation would be juftifiablc. 

Thcfe obfervations arc alike applicable to the 
i^e of Britain and of Ireland. In both Coun. 
/iklis numerous clafl’es of men have been de- 
prived of this Franchilb. But the liberal temper 
of'the timesi aidedjn each by fome favourable 
concomitant circumftances, has brought this 
^ueftion to a ferious difeuflion ; what Reftora- 
6on of the Right of Eleftion ought to be pro 
or is fit to be eftablilbed ? The mere in- 
^Mty of property alone, Is by no means a 
vaSid objeftion tothemoft extenfivereftoration. 
For if from the love of Ordef, Jufiice and Li- 
berty prevalent in the lower claffes, and the 
meek and unambitious fpirit o¥ their fuperionj, 
no material danger were to be apprehended 
from the influence of a' wealthy Ariftocracy, or 
from numerou'i and frequent Affemblies of the 

Populace j 
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Populace ; in fuch circumftances, notwitliftan 4 - 
ing the unequal divifion of property, the right 
of fuftrage might be fafely reftored to the 
eluded clafTes, and therefore it ought not to be 
refufed. 

Whether Ireland be a Country th|t8 for- 
tunately circumftanced, or not, it behoves the 
Delegates of Ulfter to confidcr with firi£^ iiib^ 
partiality. In what degree the manners of the 
Irifli People arc corrupt, to whai extent the Pro- 
perty of their Ciountry is unequally diftributed* 
the Delegates will be moft competent to judge. 
But if Ariftocratical Power be found too pre- 
dominant in the Counties of Ireland, under the 
prefent limitations of the Right of Eleftion ; . as 
it is (lated to be in the Letter of the 19th of 
July by theCpmmittee of Belfaft, the extenfion of 
that Right to Perfona in a fituation of abfolute 
dependence on the Great, would render their 
Power wholly irrefiftiblc. If the Capital con- 
tain a numerous and profligate populace, the 
periodical Affembly of that populace for the 
purpofe of Eleftions, would tpo probably pro- 
duce tumults and all the wild: and pernicioui 
effects of frantic infniTc£tion. Evils like thefe 
would be more intolerable than thofe abufea^ 
which are nowfo juftly complained of; and 
unlels fome effeftual remedy were fpeedily ap- 
plied to them would lead Ireland through a 
feries of fatal to the utter ruin ^ its 

Conftitution. 

VoL,m, E IMuming 



t 3 

. ' Prcfuming Ireknd to be a Cotintry ocairly in 
fituation, I cannot venture to reconfimend 
reftoration of univerfal fuffragc. In my 
i^inion, the drcumftances herc^ dcfcribcd inuft 
be confiderably altered, before the refufal of 
that unlimited Privilege can be thought unjuft. 
At prcfent, the utmoft length to wS!ch the Right 
of EleSion there feems fafcly communicable, is 
to impart it to every clafs of men, who, from 
the poflefllon of*property to feme fmall amount,’ 
may be thought likely to exerdfe their franchife 
freely, and (or thePublic good. To concede the 
Right of Suffrage in Ireland beyond that 
boundary, appears not confiftent with National 
prudence, or the fafety of the Public ; and there- 
fore, in my apprehenfion, is not required by 
Jufiice* In this opinion 1 am countenanced by 
the general praftice of the-^Free States of Anti- 
quity; I am fupported by . that of modern 
Europe, and the more recent example of Amc- 
In the American Republics, property is 
more equally divided, and the manners of the 
People are more fimple, orderly, and incorrupt 
than they are in thefe Kingdoms ; and yet, in 
them» fome qualifiation of property has been 
thought neceffary to intitle inhabitants to the 
Right of Voting. In Maffachufetts, and fome 
Other American States, the Landed Qualification 
mtceeds that of an Englifli Freeholder. I ihouid 
be 'fiili fs^ther confirmed in the& feniiinents, if 
the excised claffes difeovered no anxiety to 
rc^n this important privilege, even when it 

became 
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became the pt)j«4 of National Debate. For 
why fljotiW Poliucal Rctormation 

be loaded with greht, and, Mrhaps, infur- 
mountable difcvilties, by flruggling to impart 
to the Non-Eleftors a Franchife which they afe 
neithefelikely to ^cfcife with.difCTctibn, nor 
folicitous to 

By the rule here fuggeaedi all Perfijns paying 
Taxes within the Counties, Cities, and Bo- 
roughs of Ireland would be comprehended 
among their Votfe ; and to the County-FJeaors 
alfo would be added Perfons holding Land by 
Copyhold, by Lealehold for Life, or' a ^erm ex- 
ceeding thirty years, equal in value to the pfe- 
lent Freehold (^alification. 

By the fame rule it is underftood, that Ca- 
tholics of fimilar qualifications in property, 
would be admitted to the choice of Repfefen- ' 
tatives, together with theirPaoTEST ant Breth-^ 
RhN. It muft be confeffed*that this conceffion 
to Humanity and Liberal Policy, could not !«' 
propofed in Britain with any profpeft of fucedfa. 
But Ireland by gpranting a complete toleration tQ 
Catholics, has di^layed the, true fpirit of cXHi- 
dour and equity. And on this great deCafion 
of reforming its Conftituripn, the fame eijiu- 
tablc Ipirit will naturidly lead that Country not 
to exclude thofe men from the primary Ri^t 
of Citizens, by whofe affifiupce its own indepen- 
dence and^gnity were obtsdned. . The Catho-, 
lies of former gencratioijs may havfs'peim juftly 
degraded from the Clafe of £le£lors ; becaufe an 

£ 2 ATTAGHMBKt 
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Attachment to a Foruon ^T]|NTATE 
jfengeroos .to tke Peace and Wei&« of theii 
may then have formed an cffqitia 
91^, their rcK^a Creed,, ^ ^ut why ftould 
whofe reli^ons opi^ion^^e nov^ deejnet 
i|><>ffeii%e^to the State, an^ tl^Wore ftt to b< 
tgler?^; tty Law, be tlmijighi^|j|ifit to concui 
.^ith ftrif Pellftw-GltJaefie ip rfe EiefHon ol 
Reprefentatives? % e^bliflied Religion would 
|e fecure as it is at prefent rjBecaide Catholh 
yoters, could not cleft - Cattdic Legiaators. 
fibwevet.tjheir mode of ChrifSanity may be dif- 
approved, however neceffary it may be. to oppofc 
tte re-admiilion of that fyfiem, ^ ^e Religion 
0 pur Country ; aitd no perfon , difapprovesit 
^orc completely, or would refiftits re-cftablilh. 
inent more flrenuoufly than the writer, of this 
in n^tys of merely Civil 
Concetti, theprofcflfon of errors actajowledKcd 
^be harmlefs to the State, plight .not to be a 
^qualificatibh, . Siirely Chriftians of every fed 
lUiy be admitted to enjoy thdfe politic^ pri- 
from WhkhperfoiBuntinftHredbyany 

be extendeef to Ca- 
AdHc^ let tSem r^el^ the inthdgence, not 

afiiSotts eJemency of aCditrt, but from 
thcfriendfliip and magnanimi.ty of their Protef- 


unadvifea- 

Wt; Id pttctswhere ap itodne influened can be 

exerted, 



E ^ i 

exerted, of Ac Ballot is totat- 

}y unhecil&ry. ^ Influence if 

predomiaant, iiotj^ht to be refitted, by a 

praatce^toa^giog cowardly difingenuity, m 
LcacH of f roAife,} Wt by open and fio^w- 
able m ^n« i 6y nfeana confonant Wrth Trti^i; 
Integrity, ancNflw Mtifa^oiB fpUit of Liberty. 

6. The duration <rf ParlUupncnts ought to bc: 

limited to a Sorter term Aan ei^t years. 
If it fliduld be ^^d as pfadicable td obtain 
Annual as Tric^l^ Brliamente, the f>referencc 
in point of efficacy feems due to Annual Pathk-. 
inents. But the beneficial eflefts of Triennfei, 
or of AnntSl Parliaments jfill not be fo fenfitfl^ 
felt, till Ac ReprefentatioWhas been m AoratedJ 
and Eleftions have been gendered incor Apt and 
unexpenfive. . ” , , v 

7. It would be ea^dient that a Iatis£a<ttoty 
compenfation fliould be given by the Nation to 
the Proprietors (rf Aofe Boroughs which majy 
be abolilhed. If , Aw Were underttood to be tBc 
intention of the Public, a lefe animated oppofi< 
tion to the disfrafAifement of Boroughs lidg^t 
be expettcd. But a idbre hatilh mode of Re* 
formation wpuld difgitft sind exa^erate Indivi- 
duals; which wQtdd be extiymely imprudent, 
when an expAce, .flight to a whole kingdom, 
might purchale th«f acqUicfcmcc, and prefcrve 
general harmpnV. ypddublAlyj 4 compenfo- 
tion is whl^ ttffe jU^cc iioji„«^^h } Ac 
Nation has an abfclute right to reydim Privileges 

E 3 ' ’ ' which 
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v^hich arc bcc(Snc injurious ip its wcj^re j but 
in thre view of equity, as ^ett as tjiat pf policy, 
this more ieiiieut .mode "qf: epjj^eftjlng ^bules 
utiich time have ii>trodi|Jci^, iyitbpi»t aay 
tuairked criminality of pr^itt j^opriietors, 
^ms to bc^^roferabJe. T 

r 3. Ffpm ; the aniwers which^ve; been . re- 
^rpedta the former (^eries, my opinion re- 
ceding tbs eighth and lau Query, in fome mea- 
^ fure might be coHefted. But the, reply to the moft 
important queition of them alf lhall not be lefs 
explicit than thofe which have beejn already 
given. If then I had the honour to ^e delegated 
to attend the Meetit||at Dunganntxii, my pre- 
f^ht ideas on the fu^eft .would lead me 
rft, To recommend with allpoffible earneft. 
n^fs, the Abolition of every fmall and decayed 
Borough, and the gift of % reafonable compen- 
fittion to every pcrfondinmediatcly affeded by 
that ad > with permilfion tp the disfranchifed 
iSfedors to vote at hleftions for their r^fpqdivc 
Counties ; 

: ^d| To.propofcthere inforcement of the Re- 
preCnJation by transferrilig to. the Counties, the 
Capital, and confiderabje unreprefented 'i'owns, 
if; there be anyfuch in Ireland, the Members 
take^ from the disfranchifed Bofoujghs j and 
^Xo by adding to them as mapy new Members 
as might be neceffary clearly to turntjie balance 
p| L^iflative; Power ip favpur of the Counties, 
pripjCtpaVCUies, and ^owns, v^llich form the 

Body 
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Body of the Nation, Mid in which the ftrength 
of the Irifli Democricjr refides : ' 

3d, To fuggeft the utility of extending the 
Right of Sufibge to all Perfons paying taxes in 
the Coun^iM, Citi«, and Boroughs ; to all Co- 
pyhoUfers and lijafidiolders for life, or a term 
exceeding tlwty years, the yearly value trf 
whofe eftates Ihair be at leaft forty ffiUlingsj 
and alfo the propriety of admitting Chrifiiaas 
of every denomination t«*i 3 ic equal exercife of 
that moll important Right of a Citizen ; 

4th, To advife a fliortcr duration qf Parlia- 
ments, preferring Annual Parliaments to Trien- 
nial, if eq^ly attainable : 

5th, And for fecuringi the advantages of 
thefe meafures in their full extent, to reedni- 
mend the ftrifteft prohibition of bribery and 
expence at Eleftions, and regulations facilita* 
ting to the refpeftiv<5 Voters the exercife of their 
franchife: * 

Such are the improvements which appear to 
my mind, moll practicable, fafe, and efficacious^ 
in the prefent State .of Ireland, to reftore*td 
THE PEOPLE UNARMED, THEIR jyST 
AND NECESSARY* CONTROUL OVER. 

the representative assembly, to 

fome of the Delegates at Dungannon, thefe prdi 
pofitions might appear not extenfive enough.~ 
To many more, perhaps, they might feetti too 
extenfive^to be at once adopted with prudence. 
Having, therefore, offered thefe prop^tioiis to 
the Meeting, I Ihould think it ill b^me me to 
E 4 adhere 
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udhcrc to them with pertinacity. On the con^ 
txary, it would be more fukable to my very h* 
experience and iniperfcd knowledge of 
Irifli affairs, and alfo more conducive to the 
i^ccefs of the Great Caufe, to fubmit my opi- 
nion with deference to better informed judge- 
ments; and to accede to a lefs ^xtenfive plan 
for a fubftantial Reformation of Parliament, in 
fevour of which a more general concurrence of 
the Volunteers might be probable. For that is 
the heft Plan of Reformation, which is the moft 
effectual that is likely to be attained. 

The means for obtaining thofc regulations, or 
Other improvements which may be deemed 
more falutary, are fufficiently obvious. To re- 
ftorc a declining Conftitution, is the duty, the 
intereft, and the peculiar office of the Colleclivc 
Body. Self-Reformation is an odious talk to 
corrupt Affemblies of Men, as it is to profligate 
individuals. A degenerate Parliament will 
never ferioufly engage in that bufaiefs, but from 
tlic impulfe of the People. By their ad:ivc zeal 
the work of Reformation muft be begua— by 
their firmnefs and perfeverance it muft be 
llnifhcd. In a more tolerable condition of Par- 
liament it would be fufficient to ftate an abufe, 
and of its own accord an honeft Houfe of Com- 
mons would immediately apply the proper cor- 
reclion : But when the mifehief lies in the 
frame and difpofition Parliament itfclf, it 
behoves the People not only to fpecify their 
grievance, but to point out on what principle, 



[ 73 3 

md to what extent they exped redreCs, Fotif 
the popular complaint be well founded, Far/ia- 
nicnt cannot be qualified to judge for the Peo* 
pic with due impartiality, nor difpofed fponta-^ 
neoufly to grant that mode of Reformation 
which may appear beft adapted to promote 
their happineft, Hence proceeds the principal 
difficulty of this great enterprize. When the 
claim of independence was the objeft of pur- 
fuit, there was but one fimple propofition be«* 
fore each Provincial Meeting ; and in that pro- 
pofition every Irilhman was agreed. If the 
Volunteer Affemblies fhould deliberate a-part 
on the general queftion only, whether a Re- 
formation of Parliament be expedient, there is 
little reafon to apprehend any material diverfity 
ot opinion would arife. But if the queftion to 
be confidered, fliould be, what fpecific plan of 
Reformation is moft fit to be propofed to Par- 
liament ?•— The difeuflion of that propofition, in 
many diftimT Affemblies, might unhappily di- 
vide the Volunteers. The Reformation of Par- 
liament is an ample field of fpcculation, in which 
the fentiments of wife and good Men may be 
widely different : It is a fubjecT of the higheft 
Radical- importance on which thofc various 
lentiments may be maintained with warmth 
and cagernefs. In the progrefs of thofe difputes 
the Provincial Meetings might form diftcrent 
opinions — they might be heated — they might 
be alienated — the ill offices of artful and inte- 
^efted Men might increafe the difguft, till the 

formafinn 
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formation of a General Union in fevour of any 
fpecitic Plan, would become exceedingly dUEcult 
if not wholly impradicable. In order to guard 
againft fo fatal a difunion, it feemS; advifcable, 
if the fpecific Plan ought to originate from the 
People, that A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
PELEGATES from every part of Ireland 
Ihould meet, and determine what that fpecific 
Plan fliould be. By fuch a Meeting, the Union 
of the Volunteers might be completely pre- 
fcrved ; and the application from that Meet- 
ing for an effectual Redrefs of Parliamentary 
Abufes would be prefented to Parliament with 
the w'cight and authority of the whole Colleftive 
Body. It is needlcfs to add that their requifi. 
tion mull be complied with. 

Such is the judgment which I have formed 
on the mod impartial confideration of the Que- 
ries tranfmitted for my opinion by the Com- 
mittee of Bcltaff, I feci myfelf much honoured 
by the Gentlemen who have called forth my 
fentiments on thU momentous occafion ; by im- 
pofing that honourable talk upon n^e, they, have 
committed to my hands an important truft, 
which I am bound to execute with fcrupulous 
fidelity, w'ith confeientious fincerity, Lam but 
too well convinced that w^hat I have been able 
to fugged, deferves not much of their attention. 
But the opinion now given has been formed 
and delivered under. a*fenfe of duty. And if 
this communication offer nothing elfe which 
may be fortunate enough to meet their appro- 
bation, 
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bation, yet l am confident the Delegates of UI; 
Her will approve the freedom and integrity of 
iijy anfwer. * 

Ab a MAN I fincerely wifli the enjoyment p£ 
Liberty, in its moft ample extent, to MEN ia 
every climate and country ; but as a fellow* 
fubjed I am deeply and more peculiarly inte# 
refied in the welfare and happinefs of IRISH- 
MEN. When the Volunteers of Ireland fuc- 
cefsfully afferted the honour and independence 
of their country, I rejoiced at its emancipation 
from an injurious controuk When they abo- 
lilhed perfccution, and gave peace and fecurity 
to millions of their opprellbd brethren, my 
heart concurred and approved the deed. When 
they checked the corrupt profufion of the Pub- 
lic Money, I joined with every virtuous man in 
applauding this prelude to a more important 
Reformation. To rclbre a finking Conftitu- 
tion is their laft and grcatefl: labour. It is a 
talk, whofc difficulty can only be exceeded by 
the imipenfe advantage refulting from the per- 
formance. Nothing clfe can give permanent 
fecurity to the freedom and profperity of Ireland. 
When the zeal and fpirit by which the Volun- 
teers gained thofc benefits to their country, fliall 
he relaxed, unlefs a Radical Reformation of 
Parliament lhall have been firft acconlpHflied, 
the benefits themfeivcs will not be of long dura- 
tion : They will be loft again, or they will be 
left under circumftanccs of Public Diftrefs, in 
which enjoyment will be impoffiblc. The mif- 

cliieft 
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cMcfs of a factious and corrupt Governfficnt 
will be felt once more-^Minifterial Profufion 
will again feduce th6 Senate and impoverifli the 
Cj^mmunity. In this ftate of thii^, Liberty 
will be precarious, and Commerce and Induftry 
ti# be undone. And then, when the poor Ca^ 
tholic is ftarving for want of employment, 
Toleration itfelf will be to him' a comfort of 
little avail. Even the joy excited in the public 
mind by the acquifition of Independence will 
foon fink and be loft in the fuperior fenfe of 
dpmcftic mifery. But I truft a different, and a 
for happier feene, is juft ready to open upon 
Ireland. From the vigour and virtue of the 
Irilh people, conducted by the wifdom of their 
Ddegates, a fubftantial Reformation of Parlia- 
ment, with every national blclEng in its train, 
may foon be expcc"led. Let them but perfevere 
in the fame fpirited, temperate, and legal con- 
dud which hitherto has marked their charac- 
ter with honour — let them be firm-^Ict them 
be unanimous — and in this juft and neceffary 
undertaking, as in all the reft, THE VOLUN- 
TpRS OF IRELAND will command that fuc- 
cefe which they fo well deferve. 

C. WYVILL. 


F^tfer IV. 
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Taper IV. 

.SVUTOH-HALL, ftMT- B eX>ALL, 

Su» 

A ccording to your defire, my aiif#e^ to%« 
Queries of the Committee of Corrcfpoiii 
dence at Belfaft, was tranfinitted to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sharman at Lifburn on the 15th infti 
But wifliing to guard againft a mifcsu*riage, 
which in the hurry of a General Eledioh may 
he poffible, I take the liberty to trouble you 
with a duplicate of my anfwer. 

The Committee of Y orkfliirc is expe&cd to 
meet about the end of September, when your 
letters, and the other papers communicated by 
your refpedable Committee, will be laid before 
the Yorklhire Gentlemen. 1 am firmly per- 
fuaded they will rejoice at the noble fpirit of 
Reformation which has arifen in Ireland ; they 
wiU finccrely with to their worthy fellow-fub- 
je^s complete fuccefs : 1 truft alfo, they will be 
moft ready to co-operate with them in any legal 
mode which can be devifed, mutually to affift 
each other, in the laudable and neceflary under- 
taking to obtain, a fubftantial Reformation of 
Parliament, in the refpedive kingdoms gf Ire- 
land and Great Britain. 

I am. Sir, with great refpect, 

Your moft obedient (ervant, 

• Hekry Joy, Efqi C. WYVILL. 
Secretary to the Committee of 
I^orrefpondence at Bclfaft. 


Pa^r V* 
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Taper V. 

811^9 UurtoN'Hall, 11, 

A fter having tranfafted the btifinefs whidj 
the Meeting at York on the firft inft. had 
intrufted to my care, I take the earlieft oppor. 
tunity to acknowledge your favour of the 12th 
ef September *, and to offer to your refpeftable 
Committee the inclofed explanation of my fen- 
ments, regarding the re-admiffion of Catholics 
to the Right of Suffrage. 

The papers which I have had the honour to 
receive from you, together with ipy replies, 
were laid before the Y orkflure Committee on 
the firft inftant \ and although no formal refolu- 
tion was paffed upon the occafion, yet the com- 
munication was received with every mark of 
cordiality ; and I fliould not do juftice to their 
fentiments if I did not reprefent the Yorklliire 
Gentlemen as zealous wcll-wiflicrs to the legal 
exertions of the people of Ireland, fqr the 
RESTORATION of their CONSTITuf ION. 

For myfelf, I do mod fincerely rejoice at the 
wife mcafurcs adopted by the Meeting at Dun- 
OAHNON on the eighth of S^tember. , I truft 
they will fecure unanimity to the Volunteers 
of Ireland, and enable the Nationij!; Convention, 
with cafe and regularity, to accompHlh a fafe, 
but radical Reformation of the Irifli Parliament. 
I am, Sir, with great refped, 

Your moft obeient fervant, 
Henry Jov, jun. Efq. C. WYVILL. 
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Paper VI. 


PosTscRiPt to Mr* Wyvill’s Answer fa the 
Queries, 

I T feems to be admitted in Ireland, that the 
Right of Suffrage ought to be extended to 
Men of every dafs and denomination, as far as 
the Public Safety will conveniently allow. But 
the Volunteers of Ulfter, when they refolved to 
flop there, t^^aded with much wifdom ; at leaft 
in iny opinion, to pafs that limit would not be 
iDagnaniraity — it would be indiferetion and 
temerity. 

From the firft communication of the Com- 
mittee of Belfaft, it had been colleded that the 
('atholics of Ireland out-number the Protef- 
tants, in the proportion of two to one ; but 
the weight of property in the Proteftant fcalc 
was conceived to exceed that of the Catholics 
in a much greater proportion. Hence the iup- 
pofition that the Right of voting might be 
granted alike to Catholics and Proteftants, of a 
certain qualification in property, without trans- 
ferring to Catliblics an influence in Elections 
that would be dangerous to the State. It i$ 
extremely probable that this calculation may be 
erroneous j but fortunately, an effedual me- 
thod has been taken by the Meeting at Dun- 

GANNOtC 
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<|ANNON to procure authentic information ou 
the Subject, to be laid before the intended 
NATIONAL CONVENTION : For if on a 
queftion of fuch infinite importaqpe, a doubt 
remain on the minds of liberal and enlightened 
men, that doubt ought to be cleared up in a 
latisfaftory manner. XVhen the proportion 
between the Proteftants and Catholics of Ire- 
land ill all be afeertained by accurate efiimates 
of their comparative numbers and opulence, 
then it may be determined with due precilion, 
how far the Right of Sufirage may be fafely 
extended. 

That no extenfion of that Right qin be fafe, 
which would give to this fcfl: of Chrittians a 
Parliament at their. Devotion, feems too 
evident to need any difeuflion. I fliall not 
fcruple to add, that in my judgement, no ex- 
tenlion of it can be fafe, which by placing Pro- 
teftants and Catholics on nearly a level fitua- 
tion of power, would open a profped to Catho- 
lics of the future rc-cftablifhment of their mode 
of religion. That would tend diredly to re- 
vive thofe religious animoiities, and to excite 
that fpirit of rivalry and eager contention, 
which, in the laft century, diflraded thefe 
iflands ; and which, after havii|j| deluged them 
both with blood, at laft, were wppily calmed 
aftd foothed into tranquillity under a Proteftant 
Syftcm of Government. The maintenance of 
that eftabliftiment is the intereft of every 
friend to the peace of thefe Kingdoms ; in 
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that more priMpks toft 

pradice taken a noblp kad: 

And etrery ^<d!^-^ifl»er in the perpetual CON- 
NECTION and Britain, ^n rik. 
iog of EquAl LiBXfTt, bnder' the /able 
andfisiSarCbnftitdt^s, andifpoffib1e,‘to tni^ 
ftiU riofet .UI^ION, bitift be anxl6tts‘tbi^at«| 
agrinft ci^aitSj'bf which \hat, UNION itay. ||fe 
impeded, Oi that CONNECTION /nwy Jkin;^ , 
fringed. ' iPtnight tie invidious, and jt 'ls 
tainly flipeiEnoira to enlarge upon tkeiie/eaf^]^; 
for a cautious re-adtOiflion of Catho&cs to t^. 
Right of YiOttng. But having acknowkdged 
thenecelfitp^f't^ caution, I wiih to exhort tfac/^ 
Volunteers 'of Ulster not to be deterred by? 
vain, itnaginiiry fears — but to impart to their 
CathoGc Breth^n, the Right of Citi 2 cns,in that 
degree wMch now be lafely communicable , 
— and fo to i^erid their Concefliohs hereafter, 
as future ex^tknee may proye to be compatibly; 
vith ^e Peace, the Liberty, and the cftablilhed 
Governiifent of Ireland. 

I cannot'i^ie this paper, ^ vrithout dedaring . 
my convif^n, that the meafures which hayy 
been Mthdte l^ptedlby the pt^ular Meetings 
id Irelandsbfil Britain, for the recovery of thelt' 
refpeftive i'l^lpl^'ate firiftjy conformabk ip • 

Law and thi ^p^tution. But however ^ 
or coniIitotIo]ra they may be,, they W nn^- 
o^al ffldihim, out of the .or^oary coocTe t^ 
the ConiH^^OT, bi% fitjto be relorteav; 
to in pafes bl|;r^V'n^&y. ' If, therefore, : 

' OL. IIL F by 



^terferetice fhaHhsKc t^n fc«n4 to 

tc indifpenJably neceffary. * _ keen 

In MtaiHj Hiy opinion to tiOs^ m been 
aJwady )Wate4}. ^ndlflvould be«uch defi- 
aent in tbe candour and fidelity wMi are due 
frwnrooto the Volunteers of a#cnng 

1)0 fcrupuioufly to the letter of their (^eries, 
<1 (houU decUne to ofer to thc« cocoon, 
what, perhaps, may be materially to 

Peace and Happinefe of thm ^ 


Paper Vll.' 

UtTER from the Rev. 

Jo lieutenant Colona^pnj^AH. 

B0ST0»-HaW,»«iwfeR«, >J>i- 


1 4M,:ffiuchhon(mre^ 

■Jt ber UjCWiVeyu^^awt 


•C.f3l0 

• to ■ think 

form. yon^toJaifi^ref^e 

Coa«njtt(^i ; *h«ir appc^ioft , very 

the hapfy Ufi^-t^tiiiiV'^r 

c|^i©B, ahlp to tjaatribW^ih'ho^- 

cver .flaaU^a. de^«j to oniotlan oflRlSII 
LIBERIT.. ^■.; ,„'i,.,. -■-'.^ ■•,^'5\v4;,»>,; ;..:l? 

fingiihiT &asfa^iQB^ tj^ ac- 
complying? the procee^gs^^ fido> 

gannqn, and w Sl^cificPlan>vbich is intended 
to be lail^re the NATIONAL CONVEN- 
i ION, nbis; s^fcmbled at Dublin. For the te* 
ihk of the Deliberations of that Meedng I look 
with a (expefiatipn of fpecefs, but not 

unmia;ei4:>S!dp;^W*|^y* The interpoGtiph o( 

the People ;|)y,'^ extraordinary National Dele- 
gation, though perfeftly legal and regular, and 
iibfolutdy necelLry tp ri^ltpre thirir Fre§ Cpn^' 
tuubn,jis yet a new and an untried tnca&A ; 
for the right conduct pf which, Precedi nt 
can furnift.no ,#ffiftancci ' But without .laying 
too toupL difficulties which ftay 

arife fronirc^hftbjr'^ f he artful ihanageincnt of 
AIcnWh^l^jMriiiideinles to the Reformation 
of i^afliaihm^iCihnot cohfider the mere mag- 
nitude ol without folicitude. — 

On the ydirdt^ iif^'mbdferatibh'of theDclt^tes 

fome jiiiq^^^^|t^n,if^iipn.^d fwot^pf ^o- 
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Uicii««uv^ «“?■ 

ioir, anxious thou^ts,^^ 

f ■ wnMer, tKe jufticc o£ their ^ 

m ttnanitnity W;]!® ES S 

^s expeiaation isthc fervent wifh aiH prayer of, 

®‘W^oft obedient 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sharmah. 

.. V**. M'* 


Paper VIII. ^ 

Lett*r frm rk^evvCHWa-rorHER Wwitt 
to Lieutenant-Colofiel Sharmam- 

StR« 



and atBelM.- 

But |«for* tfiftf al^cia^n of thefe papers I wifli 
to knoWAlW«r. tfejtCom^ittee, have jray 
kdnm tp the appearance bi the^r part ot tlic 
CorreirpWMlenc^ a| 4l« feme time,,' % ait ^in- 
jefcwred^fclo^e ^hpk Cor^p^dence, 
om yicwsiandinteatipm be. more mKin«ly 
nnd«fc)Od» andt)ie;<memjQf #xi»g,!nj“Was 
impumtippb ;<m the Committee or m« wdl 
be more eflcaoidlj removed, for th^e rcafoijs, 
I wifli to publiflimy letters, . Mcopi^ied.hy 
the papers which I ^ve had the hdpour to re- 
ceive ftt^yopr. refpcSable Committee. But 
if in their opinion, inconveniences which are 
not fordeen by me, might refult from the pro- 
(Mfdrnidf dmir letters, I truft they will epnfider 
’ this requeft as inftantly withdrawn. , 

I am. Sir, vdih great refpeft. 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

C.WtVItfi; 

Hbnry Joy, jun. Efqj Belfaft. 


. Faper IX. 

Account sf ^ Dungannon Mbetino 
‘ 'SiJ^ S^fmber, 1783. 

A t ImK i#;twdve» the Cpmmitt!^ of Cor- 
. rerpondimtee .having taken thdr pla«s, 
F 3 



. 5(?p,'/r0ri ^jS c6fp’[^6( 

mitteii by ticket into the the 

D^cntiog Meeting-Houfei an^ M 
of filjies and gentfemea 
vQbipncl' 'Jkms'StEWAi^^ 

CO^ntj was called to flic who- opned 
the b^ncis by reading the Call of the 4^'Cor|fe 
met, at lifburn ift Jul| laft,'; , and their 
to the Province, which b^ cejnS^ed^i^^ 
fingk^oint of a more equal Reprefehb 
thcPcopie.in the Parh^^ of Ireland. 

Before tlwiiufincfs of the day Was entered 
inlO^ the Chairman read a Letter frj^ Lieute- 
nalit-Cplbnel Francis Debbs, claiming his Seat 
alt:hc Keprefentative ol a Volunteer Company. 
Before the queftibn on his requeft'waj^t^ It 
was explained to comprehend the idea Whether 
the Aflcmbly of VolunteW Delegates, cbtld hot 
with propriety debate with any fchcible officer, 
'rtb ^uenipn thus explatned and carried unani- 
mohfly. was, that the c^fideratiqh qf the letter 
be gqftponed, till the fecond day o|i me Ji^cfing* 
This matter being earned fiieW of 

fpirjit, and happy prefagev of cpipcijllehc^^ 
opinion, a venerable old Gcntl^ad, l^r^STE- 
W^hT bj“ Killy moon, arbfe, and tiJa tremulous 
voice, j.aj,pvcllive of fire anjgo^ 

h&t to the ’glorious bupne^^^ Of tW^yj 
uS^the neceffity of that Ajpfembfy dif^^ 

conduft thfe ; 

^ * ' as 
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of it,,' 

were felt i^^pT P*^'^ present, and did nqt 


their Ckimaft a^ Secretary, read a <» ; 

their Proceeding, in which itsgipeared that they 

had ohenel'a corr^pondehce.i^ith a Auifther <rf 

the Pi^ f“ England ^ and , had re- 

ceived an^srers fedglit with moft. inuK^W 
inforraatlon— hf which expreged thd utmdit 
zeal and ^tanty of fuccefs in the great under-, 
taking. Ithppeared alfo that the vaft and popu- 
lous County of York, in England, that has naade . 
fuch noble, ftrug^es in a Parliamentary Reform, , 
had, ia amfequcnce of the fpirited conduft of 
Ulftcr and Muhfter, called a Meeting for the 
clofc of the prefent mOnth, in order that* the 
zeal of tbe two Kingdoms, operating at the fame 
time, may level every difficulty, and rcftore the 
Rcprefentatioh of the People to that purityj • 
without whii^', to ule the words of the Ulilei 
Addrc6'^ W three other Provinces, the timni- 


/noted fervu tf o fret CooJiiMion would be o curfe / 
and life kfelf, rnjfe lo be (t blefftn^, Such ardour 
has that Coaptry dtfeovered already, that the 
Society for Copftitutlonal Knowledge, chmpofed 
of the aiho ^,me ,hf the moft illuftriojis Char 
radeis in have pubiiihcd the Addrefs 
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of. over 

K ^8*^®®’ *0 ^^**0 «swe a 

Inhiut' Q)irit to that which, prosiy^^iuch fflori. 
flli'eficas'ik this. ' Y. T**’?!' ' 

''the Report b^g clof^ the CbtSKfiro- 
c^ed foj^ befbre the 4ff^bly ^ ol 

I&as bn t&fe fubjed of, Reform. an3 
tSi-niV paragr^L by paragraph ; aj 4 Mich 
with very few aterati 9 ns,in popt 
I«teffion unannnoUfly carried. CS(e tte Mkehes 
dMge,hire^}) ' ; 

'Ifte Bisiib'r of Derry, who itras a Delegate 
from’ the Derry Corps, made a ve^ eminent 
l^re in the debate, till feizcd wiA a gouty 
c«ajp!ai«ti‘ ht was under the necbffity of re- 
ti^gi ' His firft eflay was adjufting fqsapie hil^ 
1 ^ fafts relative to the early 4tc bf lhc fte- 
prcfcntation of the Cpintnons after thft|^p^ipq[ai]> 
0)i!$ieft, in which he exhibited .'Sihirahle 
quieliels and perf^icuity'.-iBut in cbnfequen(;e 
ofits bang urged m the courfe of debate, 

“ as the objccl of the Meeting wii' a Re&r^f 
Commons’ HbM of Parli^hnent, the inter- 
“ forence of the Peeirage was infowiSal aqdittjn. 
« necefiEiry }” he delivered one of the moil wi- 
mated and intereHing oratibnithat ^ remem- 
b* to have heard. He avbwbd tK^f Ms hot 
aWd to fay d»at he prcfenredthsti hiding as a 
faRhfSi; hohefi, ahd fpirited P^reiimtadon of 
th&ftoplc, toeve^rttojileetmlpV 
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was lii ; and id . 

the clofc 'dtte^Sfi^lfiie 4t^‘f very nacwtify.- 
ing patire^M^’prijfetiVftate of the Houfe, of 
Lof^ H^aeefetfd the higheft reverence for thtt 
Volunteew* their pema^enceand their obje<f^ 
but d^ihe mbft grited among them topoint, 
out a length for the fervice and dignity of th» ; 
Kii^om, to whiOh he would hot lead or follow, , 
He concluded by faying, that he would prefer' 
an oppottamty- of ferVing Ireland in the National 
LonVOTtion;of Volunteer Delegates, or even in 
the very lo^ of their Committees, -to any' 
othef modepf doing it in smy other Aflembly. 4 
His Specif' was received with uniyerial and 
TOtked applaufc, foon after which he retired 
trom the Meeting; having been frized with a 
flight gt^y complaint which has fince we find 
lubfided., ‘ , i 


The MeOdpg.of the 8th September, as fiw as 
property and rank conftitutc it, was more fpien- 

djd and great than any of the former ones ' , 

^ere were prffent as Delegates afting under 

?the f Membe^s^^ 


Senator in Mint 

BelM Krfi ^ *"“"5 deputed by the. 

travelled lao miles to 
g^^^ndcomply ^th the writtea 

order, ofhisCorpjj-but Was ftopt in hispro* 

grefs 
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grcfc by.a v^»I^t gouty complaint, within a 
few miles of Dungannon. The Affianbly was 
thereby, it is to be prefumed, deprived of a dif. 
^y of that profound knowledge, and uii- 
equalled eloquence that have fo often -arrefted 
the attention pf the Irifli Senate i h^Ji brought 
conyittion home to a whole nation } and has 
been a mean of procuring for Ireland an.ac- 
loiowledgemcntof its independency as a State. 

The aggregate number of Volunteers repre- 
fented at die Meeting, was not lefs than eighteen 
thoufand— whofe real fentiments were conveyed 
with a degree of integrity and faithfulnefs 
which in more formal Meetings may be c.x- 
pefted in vain. When we reflecl; on tlie mode 
of Delegation which vVas by written inftruftions 
from every Company, a truer mirror of their 
wdlhes cannot be defired, when we confidcr 
that out of nine Counties, Fermanagh and 
Cavan were in the heat of contcftcd Elections 
and Down only juft recovering from the fatigue 
of one, and in the moment of her affizes, with 
the additional circumftance of the ex^nie bad- 
pefe of the weather for the two prcc^g days, 
the Mectihgmiuft be confidered as one of tlie 
moft auguft and refpcclable, that perhapii has 
ever been experienced in any, age or nation. 
Had not thcic circumftances interfered, it is 
alledgcd, and with much fliew of truth, that 
from 23,000 to 25,000 men, would that d.iy 
have been reprefented. 


After 
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6 )r Cominittee'. 
cf CorreQiotfd^ li^ teen adopted, a Member 
i)f the ConA^^‘arble''and read a motion in 
tavour of a D^erafkm 6 f Ri|^ti, expounding 
the Confiittt^ ’of Irdvid, b ordw, aa it ex. 
preffinif tbat'lnihmta flibuid not have to feek 
for an ackottwledgment of thdr independency 
in the Journ^ tJf aJForeign State. In a fpiritrd 
debate on the queitibn, evef y Speaker difeovered 
a markttt regard for b meidhre that from late 
tr.mfafrions- muft nabrally take place during 
the courfc of the enfuing Seffion of Padbmen^ 
I’ur objefred to the ufc of its bebg then de» .. 
il iredbya Refolution of that Affembly; for 
the following rcafons, via,— ITiat the call of the 
Meeting baying limited the objea to the fin^e 
print of a more equal Repre&ntation of the 
t^uuinnons, fheir Companies had therefore givcq 
i-o inttrufKons on that head, and that 'they 
loulJnot confidently aft under tliat circum* 
liancc others allcdged that it was already fo 
i;oncr,|lly the fenfc of Volunteers, that a notice' 
t't It in t}pt place was unneceifiiry: but the 
*1 ohjeftion was, that were the- 

<-iktnbly to deviate in the fmallcit degree front 
« exprefi words of the call, a door would-be 
< jvnei! fw the difoulSon of a multiplicity of in- • 
point^'whidi could not be excluded but 
' n t »« gehcral principle of an exdofinn of all 
’ '■•f.’rg fave the one olgeft of the call. Thq, 

• >>.10:1 wag, on thefe grounds, vdy cbeatfuily 
••I'fawn 'by the irx’\ vr. q jig 
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* ThcCliaifitoan^wBofecortdu^^^^^ the 

opinion of evierypieribn prefent jinfiMte honour, 
left the chair, and Mr. Roberi:' Stewart of 
Newtown-Ards, the late Mctnbef |br,th|e County 
of Down was called to it, The approbation by 
the UJftcr Volunteer Army of this Gentleman 
was exprefled with the utmoft degree of vehe- 
mence, by every Delegate prefent. Inftantly on 
his taking the chair, a Gentleman from a re- 
mote part of the province, whofe voice ' could 
fcarccly be heard, ufed the words, ‘‘ a cheer for 

Robert Stewart,” inftantly on which the 
Houfe refounded with three cheers, fucceeded 
by fuch a rage of applaufe, that fome time 
elapfed before the Afl'embly could be brought 
to a proper ftat.e for returning to bufinefs a 
more glorious incitement to the virtue of a 
Senator could not be offered, than this honour- 
able teftimony of the veneration of a Province. 

The Meeting broke up after nine at night : 
the whole bufinels being concluded. Many 
Aflcuiblics have been feen paffing Refolutions 
with cold unanimity; but fuch a degree of 
calm deliberation in debate ; and of t^iverfal 
enthufiafm wdien each queftion was *put— 
ma^cd the proceedings of the day, as would 
convince every obferver of human affairs, that 
an event honourable in the higheft degree to 
the Legiflature, and glorious to the Nation at 
large, muft, in fpitc of every obftacle, be the 
inevitable refult. 


When 
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When the provinces of JLcinfter and Con- 
naught, l^ve followed up" tfie proceedings of 
Munfter apd world will fee that 

nothing is .difeculf to the unconquerable hand 
ol Freedom ^hett hacked by public fpirit and the 
fixed rrfolution of a generous People determined 
to be free. 

Number of Cpi^if aBrntty Repnfented : 
Antrim - . - 59 Monaghan - - 

Perry • • - 50 Armagh - - 23 

Down - - 42 Fermanagh - - 8 

Tyrone - - - 35 Cavan - - - 4 

Donegall - 24 — 

268 

Corps omitted ^ ^ • • • . . 10 

278 


Paper X. 
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Paper X. 

ilBAtys (p a Plak fi/PARLJAmkfAky Reform^ 
propofed by the Ulftcr Committee of Corref. 
pondence u the Provincial Affeml^iy Volun* 
teers, and by them referred to the Grand Na- 
tional Convention. 

A nnual ParIiainients---Ekc1tion by Ballot 
Mean^ deaycd or depopulated Boroughs 
to be deprived ; diminution of Members there- 
1)y oceafioned to be fiipplied by giving Re- 
prefentatives to fuch confiderable Towns as arc 
^ not now repfefented, and by increafing the 
number of Reprefentatiyes of Counties, Cities, 
t.and great Towns. 7 

QlJAUF|p:iONS, ; 

In Counties evcry^l^tejiant Male (Ideois, 
Criminals, &c. excited) having inhabited 
twelve months, and for that time poffeffed free- 
hold worth forty fhillings per annum clear, or 
any kind of property to the value of twenty 
pounds over and above legal debt, to be an 
.Elector. . ' 

In Cities and Towns the fame Qualifications! 
as in Counties to entitle a perfon to vote, alfo 
living in a houfe, for which he pays five pounds 
.^*yearly rent or more. No mehial fervant how- 
^cver to vote either in County, City, or Towii» 
4 ,unlefs a houfeholdcr paying taxes. 


Every 
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Every j^rfamdShmg to vote, {if required by 
jny Candids^te or pedor,) to be obliged to 
(Wear to his qualification, and that he will vote 
for fuch Candidate or Candidates as he believes 
moil likely to fuppprt the liberties of the *Bea^ 
pie in Parliament, and alfo to take the oath 
againft bribery ; all votes once, given to fiand 
unimpeachable, but any Elcclbr fwearing falfcly 
and thereof conviSed by vercHcl of a Jury, to 
forfeit twenty po^unds to the Profetutor, lofc 
his franchife for eVer, andYufler the punifliment 
allotted for perjbry* — ^If ajiy olScer 'nialte ^ 
falfc return, and thereof be convicted by verdi^ 
of a Jury, difabilities, heavy penalties, and a 
now Election to tal^ place. 

Every Member returned, before taking his 
i’e it, befides the prefent oaths, to fwcar that 
nor no perfon for him at his coft or to his 
knowledge, has direftly or indirectly bribed 
any Eledor to vote for him, 

A reafonable compenfation to be made to the 
patrons of disfranchifed Boroughs, alfo to thofe 
of fuch as from having the Elcdivc Suffrage 
veiled in a few, lhall become free Cities or 
Broughs, at National expertcc. 

^Xtcniion of Suffrage, to fuch defcripiioa of 
Roman Catholics as the National Cbavemtion 
may deem proper objeds for that great triift. — 
Eledions to he heldon iame day ia the difierent 
b ironies, half Baronies or Parifees, fo as to 
^^^^dh in one, or in a very fe# days. . 
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. ^ l^otal ^dufion of Penikme^^nd Placemen, 
' fave fhat the Loro-Lieuten^t may appoint any 
cf the Public Officers of the Grown, not exceed- 
‘ ing fix at any one time, to fit, debate and ex- 
(|>Iain the public bufinei^ but not to, v^te. 


PxocEEbittcs of the NATidNAt Convention 
of Ireland. 

A t a Meeting of Dele^tes from all the Vo- 
lunteers of Ireland, at Dublin, on Monday 
the loth day of November, 17^3, purfuant to 
the concurrent defire of the four Provinces of 
the Kingdom, and from thence continued, by 
adjournments, till Tuesday the ad day of De- 
cember following, in order to take into confu 
deration the fubjefr of a more equal Reprefenta- 
tion of the People In Parliament ; the following 
Refolutions were agreed to, — 

The Rigljt Honourable GENERAL EARL' 1 ^ , 
^ CHARLEMONT, in the Chair. 

* S^olved unanimonlly. That bn erery queftion, 
wlien twoMembe^'ih^ defire it, the Secretary 
fiisill call the roll} and mark how every Member 
vbtese 


Refolvcd, 
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Refolved unanimoufly. That lifts be publiflied 
m the fame day on which a divifion fliall take 
pl.icc, where fuch vote relates to a National 
(jueftion 5 and to the names of fuch Members 
of the Houfe of Commons as are abfent oti 
Jilcclion Committees, that obfervation be an- 
nexed. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the Volunteers 
v)f Ireland, imprefled with the moft lively fenfe 
of gratitude to their Sovereign, for his Royal 
attention to the conftitutional and commercial 
lights of his faithful Subjefts of this Kingdom, 
will zcaloufly lay hold of every opportunity to 
iiianifclt their uiifliaken attachment to his Royal 
IVrfon, Family, and Government. 

It being the declared fenfe of our Conftitu- 
enfs, that a Reform of Parliarhentary Repre- 
lontation is indifpenfably necelTary j 
Refolved therefore unanimoufly, That this 
Convention do novV form itfelf into a Com^mit- 
tec, for the purpofe of digefting a Plan ol Rc- 
lorm, and ibbinitting it to the Convention. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That it be an inftruc- 
lioti to faid Committee to dirc6l the Delegates 
<»f each County, County of City, and County 
I own, to eled one of their Members to form 
a Sub-Committee, twenty-one to be a quorum, 
prepare and digeft a proper Plan of Parlia- 
^nentary Reform. 

1 he General Committee having appointed the 
Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Willian^. 

G Brownlow 
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Brownlow their Chairman^ then fitj and nomh 
nated the following Delegates to be of the Sub- 
committee.: 

'For Antrim^ Lieutenant-Colonel Sharmau. 

Carrickfergujt Rev. William Bruce. 

Armagh, Right Honourable SirCapcl Molyncaux, Bart. 
Cavattf Captain Saunderfon. 

Donegal, Colonel Alexander Montgomery. 

Down, Colonel the Right Honourable Robert Stewart. 
Derr^, The Earl of Briftol. 

I'ermanash, Colonel Irwinc. 

Monaghan, Colonel Lucas. 

Tyrone, Captain Eccles. 

Carlow, Colonel Bagenal. 

Dublin, Major Vcrfchoyle. 

Ditto City, Colonel Sir Edward Newenham. 

Kildare, Captain Neville. 

Kilkenny, Major Wemys. 

Ditto City, Lieutenant-Colonel Moflbm. 

Km^s County, Colonel Darby. 

Longford, R. L. Hdgworth, Efquirc. 

Louth, Lieutenant-Colonel Lee. 

Meath, Captain Ruxton. 

^en'i County, Captain Stephens. 

Wejlmeath, Captain John Lvons. 
tVexford, Lord Vifeount Valentia. 

Wicklow, Colonel Saunders. 

Drogheda, Colonel Meade Ogle. 

Clare, Major Stackpolc. 

Cork, Cplonel Roche. 

Ditto City, Richard Fitton, Efquire. 

Kerry, Colonel Herbert. 

Limerick, Colonel Bourke. 

Ditto City, Colonel Prendergaft. 

Tipperary, Major Moore. 

Waterford, S. J. Newport, Efquire. 

Ditto City, Captain C«rew. 

Galway, Colonel D*Arcf. 

XkttaTowtt, Major Browne- 
Leitrim, Colonel Cullen. 

hUyi* 
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for Map, Colonel Sir II L. BloSe, S^oaet. . 

Rcfcommont Colonel Lyflen 

Slip, Colonel Right Honourable Jofeph Cooper. 

Who chofe Colonel the Right Honourable 
Robert Stewart their Chairman. 

Rcfolved, That the Plan of Reform produced 
at the Dungannon Meeting, be referred to the 
confidcration of faid Committee. 

The Right Hon. Robert Stewart, Chairman 
of the Sub-Committee, reported to the General 
Committee fcveral refolutions entered into by 
faid Sub -Committee j which faid refolutions 
having been taken into confidcration by the 
General Committee, and having undergone 
fume amendments, were reported to Conven- 
tion by the Right Hon. William Brownlow, 
Chairman of the faid General Committee j 
which faid report having been read, and after- 
wards confidered refoiution by rcfolution, and 
having undergone feveral amendments, paffed 
the Convention in the following form, viz. 

Rcfolved unanimoully, That it is the opinion, 
of tins Convention, that no Eledor in any 
County, City, Town, Borough, or Manor, 
witlrm the Kingdom of Ireland, be permitted 
to vote for any Reprefentative in Parliament 
for faid County, City, Town, Borough, or 
Manor, fo long as he fliall ceafe to be refident in 
faid County, City, Town, Borough, or Manor, 
iJnlcfs his right of voting arifes from property, 
''diethcr freehold or leafchold, a$ hereinafter 
G 2 fpedfied, 
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fpccificd, of twenty pounds per annum, within 
the faid County, City, Town, Borough, or 
Manor. 

Rcfolvcd unanimoufly, That no Eleftor fliall 
be deemed a rcfident within any County, City, 
Town, Borough, or Manor, unlefs he Bull 
actually rcfidc in faid County, City, Town, 
Borough, or Manor, at the time of his regiftry, 
and unlcls lie fliall have ai^ually rcfidcd in faid 
County, City, down. Borough, dr Manor, for 
fix months, at the Icaft, in the tw^elve months, 
previous to the day of the teft of the writ, and 
unlefs the faid County, City, Town, Borougii, 
or Manor, fliall have been the ufual place of his 
rcfidcncc during the period of his regiftry. 

Rcfolvcd unanimoufly, I'hat every Elcdor do 
regifter his qualification, twelve months previous 
to the day of the tell of the writ, to entitle him 
to cxcrcifc his right of voting for Members to 
ferve in Parliament. 

Rcfolvcd, That the ShcrilF of every County 
do appoint a Deputy to. take the poll in each 
Barony, on the lame day. 

Rcfolvcd unanimoufly, That all decayed, mean, 
and depopulated Cities, Towns, Boroughs, or 
Manors, which have hitherto returned Members 
to ferve in Parliament, be enabled to return Rc- 
prefentatives, agreeably to the principles of the 
Conftitution, by an extenfion of franchife to 
the neighbouring Barony or Baronies, Parifli or 
Parilhcs. 


Rcfolvcd 
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Rcfolvcd unanimoufly. That every City, 
Town, Borough, or Manor, which hath hkirer. 
to returned Members to Icrve in Parliament, be 
deemed to be decayed, which did not contain, 
on the tenth day of November inftant, within 
its precincts, a number of Electors, over and 
above Potwollopers, qualilicd to vote according 
to this Plan, of not lefs than two hundred for 
the Province of Ulfter, one hundred for the 
Provinces of Munfter and Connaught, and fe- 
venty for the Province of Lcinfter ; and that 
whenfoever any City, Town, Borough, or Ma- 
nor, lhall fo far fall into decay as not to furnifh 
the aforefaid number refpcclively, that then the 
i'lid City, Town, Borough, or Manor, do ccafc 
to return Reprefentatives, till I'ucli time as the 
iiforclaid number of Electors be fupplied. 

Rcfolvcd unanimoufly. That every Proteflant 
in any City, Town, Borough, or Manor, wliicli 
Imvc hitherto returned Members to Icrvc iu 
Parliament, feized of a freehold of forty lldl- 
lings per annum, or upwards, witliia tJic pre- 
cincts thereof, fhall have a right to vote fur 
Members to ferve in Parliament for fuch City, 
To\\'n, Borough, or Manor. 

Rcfolvcd unanimoufly, 'That all bye-laws 
made, or to be made, by any Corporation, to 
contract the rights of franchilc, be declared 
illegal by act of Parliament. 

Rcfolvcd, That every Proteflant, pofil-ffed of 
^ Icaiehold intcreft in any County, of the cl^av 
G 3 ’ yearly 
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yearly value of ten pounds, which, at its origi. 
nai creation, was for fixty-one years or upwards, 
and of which twenty years are unexpired, as per 
rcgiftry, be entitled to vote in faid County. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That every Proteftant 
poffeffed of a leafehold intereft, in any City, 
Town, Borough, or Manor, which hath hither^ 
to returned Members to ferve in Parliament, or 
within the precinfts of the fame, of the clear 
yearly value of ten pounds, which, at its origi- 
nal creation, was for thirty-one years or upwards, 
and of which fifteen years are unexpired, as per 
regiftry, be entitled to vote in faid City, Town, 
Borough, or Manor. 

Refolved, That the duration of Parliament 
ought not to exceed the term of three years. 

Refolved, That all fuffrages be given vha 
and not by ballot. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That no freeman of 
any decayed, mean, or depopulated City, Town, 
Borough, or Manor, which hath hitherto re- 
turned Members to ferve in Parliament, lliall 
vote on eledions for Members to ferve in Par- 
liament, unlcfs he (hall have obtained his free- 
dom by birth, fcrvice, or marriage, or unlcfs he 
lhall have been an actual trader or manufacturer 
during the period of twelve months previous to 
the day of tlie teft of the writ, as per regiftry. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That any perfon ac- 
cepting or holding a penfion, dire^ly or in- 
difcftly, other than for life, or term of twenty- 

one 
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one years at the leaft, be rendered incapable of 
fitting in Parliament. ^ ^ 

Relolved unanimoufly, That any Member of 
the Moufe of "Commons holding a penfion, di- 
redly or indiredly, for life, or the term of 
twenty-one years or upwards, do vacate his feat, 
but be capable of re-elecl:ion. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That any Member of 
the Houfc of Commons accepting any place of 
profit under the Crown, do vacate his feat, but 
be capable of being re-eleded. 

Refolved unanknoufly, That an additional 
oath be adminiftered to each Member of the 
Houfc of Commons, and by him taken before he 
takes his feat. 

A form of an oath being produced and read, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the laid oath be 
not publifhed, but fubmitted to the coniidera- 
tiou of the Gentlemen who may be requefled 
to move for leave to bring in a l5ill for a more 
equal Reprefentation of the People in Parlia- 
ment, to receive fuch amendments as to them 
may appear neceffary, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That any perfon con- 
vided of perjury by a jury, relative to the faid 
oath, be rendered incapable of ever fitting in 
the Houfe of Commons. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
the Volunteers of Ireland, reprefented by their 
Delegates in the National Convention, be given 
to the following Noblemen and Gentlemen who 
G 4 have, 
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have, with the difinterefted fpirit of patriotifm, 
ofleFSdjo facrifice their private interefls at the 
altar of freedom. — 

The Hon. Colonel MafTey, The Earl of Aldborough, 

Francis Bernard, Efij; Colonel Flood, and 

The Earl of Chailemont, Col. Sir Vefey Colcloiigh, Barr. 

Refolvcd unanimoufly, That it is highly ne- 
ceflary for the Delegates of Counties, Counticii 
of Cities, and Counties of Towns, in conjunclion 
with the other Freeholders of their feveral 
Counties, to take every meafure to forward the 
Plan of Reform agreed to by this Convention, 
by convening County Meetings, or whatever 
other ('onflitutional mode tlicy may fmd moil 
expedient ; and that they not only inftrucl their 
Reprefen tatives to fupport the fame in Parlia- 
ment, but alfo rcquell the Members of the fcvc- 
ral Cities, 'i'owns, Boroughs, and Manors, 
within their County, to aid in carrying the fame 
into pcrfcfl cfibcl. 

Refolvcd unanimoufly, That we carncftly re- 
commend it to the Elcdors of the fevcral Coun- 
ties of lliis Kingdom to appoint proper perfons 
to make a return fortluvitli of each City, 'Fown, 
Borough, and Manor, belonging to their County, 
wdiich is, by our plan, declared to be decayed, to 
report by what admilTion of Barony or Baronies 
Pariili or Pariflics, to the right of franchife, 
fuch decayed City, Town, Borough, or Manor, 
may bell be opened, in conformity to faid plan ; 

and 
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^nd it in any parlicuhr place a deviation fron> 
the general plan fliould, by local circumltoites, 
he rendered neceffary, that they do fpecify thofe 
local circumftances, with the utmoft precilion, 
together with fuch mode as may appear to them 
t(» be the fitteil to be fubililuted in the place of 
rlic general regulation, afligning their reafons 
Ini the fane; but in no cal'e advifing fuch de- 
lation, unlels on the moll: manifeft neceffity. 

N. 15. All fuch information is requcllcd to be 
Cut to J. T. Asiieniturst, ^.fq; Dublin. 

lUfblvcd unanimoufly, 'i'liat the neceflity of 
: Parliamentary Reform is manifeft, and that we 
(io e\hort the Nation, by every Conftitutional 
ell. lit, to cilK^uatc fuch Reform. 

Rcfolvcd, lhat an humble Addrefs be pre- 
(cntcd to his Majefty from this* Convention, as 
t!.e Delegates of all the Volunteers of Ireland, 
uul that C(»lonel Flood, and t.hc Right Hon. 
i icufenant-CoIoncl William Brownlow, or 
i:dier of them, do prelent the fame. 

A copy of an Addrcls to his Majefty being 
cn produced and read, ^ 

Rclblvcd, That the laid Addrefs be agreed to 
o.a adopted as the Addrefs of this (’onverition. 

^ ’'*e|oived unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
( invention be given to his Elcellency Cc- 
' d James Karl of Charlemont, for his emi- 
■ lervices in the Chair. 

;^i()!ved unanimoufly, That the thanks of 
fAnvention be prcfcntcd to the Right 

lion. 



3 

H9n. Licutenant-Colonel William Brownlow, 
Cbkiman of the Grand Committee, for hb 
propriety in the Chair. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of 
this Convention be prefented to the Right Hon. 
Colonel Robert Stewart, Chairman of the Sub. 
Committee, for his Uriel propriety in the Chair. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of 
this Convention be given to the Earl of Briftol, 
for his conftant attachment to the Volunteers of 
Ireland, and his early and decided conduc"! in 
favour of a Parliamentary Reform. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of thii 
Convention be given to Colonel Flood. 

Refolved unanimoufly, lhat the thanks of 
this Convention be given to James Dawfon, 
and John Talbot Afiienhurfl:, Efqrs, for their 
faithful and zealous ferviecs as wSecrctaries. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of 
this Convention be given to Henry Gudgeon, 
Efq; Adjutant-General of Lcinfter, for his ex- 
traordinary pains and attention, during the 
fitting of this Convention. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks ot 
this Convention be given to the Volunteer 
Corps of the County and City of Dublin, who 
lined the (treats on the loth day of November. 
1783, and who have mounted guard daring th^ 
fitting of this Convention. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks 
this Convention be given to the Governors ot 

th.’ 
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the Lying-In Hofpital, for their polltcnefs in 
crr<jnting the ufe of the Rotunda for the fittings 
ot the Convention. And then the Convention 
adjourned fine die. 

Signed by order. 


J. T. ASHENHURST 
JAMES DAWSON, 


■1 


Secretaries, 


Number XX. 


PiJpcr I, 

iih'uJcd Application fo Sheriff of Yorkfliirc, 
to call a General Meeting of the County. 

Yorkshire, November 23/, 1779. 

W E, whofe names are under-written, do 
moft caniefily requeft the Sheriff, to 
a General iMccting of the County, on as 
^ a day as conveniently may be, to confider 
^v h \t mcafurcs nray be proper to be taken by this 
f ‘ ’liny, in the prefent critical fituation of Pub- 
lic ntalrs. 
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Paper IL 

Note io Lieutenant-General John Hale, inchftn> 
ih'rce Aclvertifeincnts to be made nfe of in tk 
event of the abfeme rf the Sherill' of Y orkfliirc, 
or that of his rcftfal to call a Meeting of iix 
County. 

M r. WYVIT.L prelents his compliments to 
General Ihlc; and takes the libcrlytM 
inclofe for his pcrufal two advertifements for tW 
County Meeting now in contemplation •, and if 
General Hale approves them, rcquells he will 
honour them with his lignaturc and rcturi: 
them by the Bearer. Duplicates arc font at tlu- 
fame time, and for the fame purpofe to Mr. 
Chaloncr. 

As Mr. Chaloncr very obligingly ofibreci tn 
undertake the trouble of applying to the Sheri T 
to call a Meeting of the County, Mr. Wyvill 
would beg the favour of General Hale alfo to 
join the application. And as foon as the Gene- 
ral or Mr, Chaloncr can communicate tlie rclult 
of their joint application to the Sheriff, to Mr- 
Wyvill, at Burton- Ihdl near Bcdalc, YorkUnrc: 
He will immediately tranfmit one of the in- 
clofetl advertifements, as the cafe may require^ ti> 
the York, Ncwcaftlc, and London Papers; 
yided he is fortunate enough to obtain the con- 
<;urrcnce and lignature of Gentlemen of pm* 

perty 
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. -rtv in Richmondfliirc, and the Eaft and Weft 
Killings, to the number of twelve, or more: 

Mr.”\Vyvill negs leave to fuggeil to General 
llile, the ncccflity there is for abfolute fccrecy 
lill it can be known, whether a proper number 
(,f Gentlemen will appear in fupport of this 
iiic-afure. 

i LVflV-C.ROVF, AW 24 f 1779- 


P. S. The third inclofcd adverti foment, if ap- 
jirovcd, will be inlcrtcdwith that for calling the 

^Meeting. 


;w iiL 

Ad\ertlfomciH io be fi-^7icd and puhUficd in the 
ii'cm cf thi,- Sheriff rcfufttl to call a Meeting of 
dr County ^ York, 

I'o the Gentlemen, Clrrgv, and Freeiiold- 
Liis of the County of York. 

Sheriff having declined to call a General 
Meeting of the County, the undcr-juincd 
■ JHlcmen conceiving it to be the duty and in- 
-eft of every independent perfon, in tiine^j of 

National 
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National diftrefs cfpecially, to exert his beft endea- 
voSVST^hat meafurcs fpr the Public good may be 
concerted and carried into effect; do earneftly re- 
queft the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders 
of the County of York, to meet at YorkCaftle, 
on Wednefday the* 226. of December next, at 
ten in the forenoon, to confider what meafures 
may be expedient in the prefent critical fituation 
of Public affairs. 

Novtmbtr 24 , 1779 . 


Pafer IV. 

Advertifement to be ftgned and publijhcd in ik 
event of the Shcriff^s ahfcnce. 

To the Gf.ntlemen, Clergy, and Freehold- 
ers of the County of York. 

T he Sheriff of this County being unavoida- 
bly abfent, attending his important fervice 
in Parliament; the under-named Gentlemen, 
conceiving it to be the duty and intereft of every 
independent Perfon, in times of National diftrefs 
dpccially, to exert his beft endeavours, that 

meafures 
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nwafures for the Public good may be concerted, 
and carried into effi^d ; do earneftly requeft thB~ 
Gcntkmcn, Clergy, ancr Freeholders of the 
County of York, to meet at York CalUe, on 
Wednefday the sad of December next, at ten 
in the forenoon, to confiderwliat meafures may 
lie expedient in the prclimt aitical iituation of 
Public aflairs. 

HovtmherXAt i;79« 


Paper V. 

Araonymous Advertifement, intended hj of 
Explanation io the ot/jcn 

I T is liumbly hoped, that no Friend to this 
Country will decline to attend the Meeting 
It York Caftle, on Wednefday the aad of De- 
( ember next ; which is propofed, not with any 
party view, but folely on confiderations of gene* 
rai utility. The difircls of the Public calls 
loudly on independent Peribns of every denomi* 
nation, to endeavour in a ConiUtutional way, to 
concert meafurea for their own relief, and for 
the general wel^c of the Community. This is 
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the iotereft of every man of property ; and the 
"elamplc cannot be fet by any part of the long, 
dc^n with more propriety and probability ot 
fucce&, than by the great and rdpcdablc County 
of York. 


Paper VL 

Letter from Lieutenant-General John Hale tc 
the Rev. CiiRisTonitii Wyvill. 

Guiscorough^ All. 24| 1779 

Dear Sir, 

I Havc been favoured with your letter, with the 
advcrtlfcments inclofcd, >\hichMr. Chalor.ci 
and 1 tliink will be eventually very proper, but 
we conceive it would be improper for two Gen- 
tlemen only (one of whom has no eftatc either 
in Yorkfliirc or clfcwhcrc) to apply to the 
Sheriff for a County Meeting. YVe fliali both be 
ready to fet our hands to an application jointly 
with fuch other Gentlemen as lliall chufc to con- 
cur in fuch a mcafure. We have figned the 
advertifement to be made ufc of, ihoold the 
Sheriff upon application refufe to call the County 
together. Mu 
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Mr# Chaloner defires me to make his excufc 
for not writing, as he is juft returned 
fhooting.— With coinplhncnts to all at Lc\pn^ 
Grove, 

I remain, Dear Sir, with great regard. 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

J. HALE. 


Paper VIL 

lA'trcr from Sir James Norcliffe ie the Rev. 
Christoph F.R Wyvill. * 

JVar Sir, 

T O lave the poll I write you this in hafte in 
anlwcr to your’s of the ebtli November. 

' The piopofal of a County Meeting had received the ap- 
P'vba»»on of file Honourable General Caiy, William Chaloner, 
< 'ii and Lieutenant-General Jubii Hale, during the Editor’s 
»'’v null his rcfpc^*l.d)lc Ftiends at Lcscn-Oiove. On hji> return 
l.ome gii the a5th ot November, immediate perfoiid appli- 
'•I'xjii was made by him to fevcral Gentlemen in the neit;hbour- 
1 -'J of Uniton-llall; of thefe Randolph Marriott, Gregoiy 
1 ‘It Vi and Jiihn Sawn'y Murrilt, Efipiiiei>, gave their cSncurreuce 
"I'n 111 dUciity which much encouraged the Piopofer at the out- 
* ‘ *.» »hf buiiiiefs i Of the Gontlemcii with whom he opened acor- 
on the i’ubje^t Sir J. Norclitret was the third who en- 
. ■ '(d M promote the nie.ifure ; anothci Gcptleman wbofe anfwer 
^ uiiwiiiiiigly fappreircd, had declared his aflent on the a7th of 
; and at the fame time Mr. Mafon, to whom the Editor 
‘ • I >i‘it then the honour to be known, ind to whom (herefiirc 
espIanatjAi of the plan prnpofed had been Tent, with a zeal 
»-'.nh accords with his iifual vigour and public fpirit.had alfo 
‘“junfoliciud fupport. 

^ 'J* ' III. II I very 
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] very wUingly add my name to thofc of the 
’’Gl^emen you mean to engage vith.-.If ^ 
M^ng refpedablc and weighty can be brought 
together, I hope it may be produflive of feme 
good, and may lead the way to other Counties. 

Believe me, Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

Mod humble fervant, 
JAMES NORCLDn:. 

SiMjtfjp, i^ib Nov, 1779. 


• Paper VIIL 

Letter from the Honourable General GEORf;i: 
Cary to the Rev. C. Wyvill. 

Levek Ciovi, AW. 30, i;;9. 

MyiPcar Sir, 

T ie death of the High Sheriff I conclude 
inuft alter your advertifement, but I hope 
need not delay your applications for theMeetin;; 
at York; fur as 1 find by this morning’s paper 
Lord North intends propoiing the Landl'ax 
next Friday, the People’s eyes ftould opened 

as foon as poflible, and nothing more proper to 
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bt pur in the papers than what you thought of 
vlicn here, unlcls you can think of any tfil/g * 
itr:np:r; for wc muft all exert ourfclvcs at t^s 
critical time, or God knows the fate of poor 
Old England.— I am glad to hear the £aft- 
Riding Militia are foon to be at York ; as 1 am 
iiifbnned mojl of the Officers think as we do. I 
am glad of your fuccefs, and the many rcfpcclablc 
jiames you fay have fubferibed. 1 will not in- 
trude any longer upon your time; God blcfs you 
both, I htjpc we may live to fee happier days, 
which is the fincere prayer of 

Your ailcAionatc Friend, 

G. CART* 


Paper IX 

circular Letter from the Rev. to Sir 

WiLi I am Anderson, ami other Private Gen- 
ilcnicii cj the County ^York. 

Burton Hall, Nov» 29, i779^AVar Bedak. 

Hear Sir, 

A Propofal for caUing a County Meeting bc- 
fore another Sheriff is appointed, by an 
'‘dvcriifemcnt to be figned by a proper number 
Ha of 
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of Ge ntlemen of weight wd character in the 
CoKuy, has been lately made, in the Nortlu 
Riauig ; and has received there, and in other 
parts of Yorklhire as much encouragement as 
could be expected in fo few days. It was at 
firft intended to apply to the Sherifl’, before the 
event of his death was known ; and copies of 
an application, and advertifements in the cafe 
of refufal by the Sheriff, or his abfcncc from tlie 
County, were prepared, and had been figned by. 
feveral Gentlemen. But that plan being fJt 
afide by death ; an advertifement in fonie dc* 
gree different is now propofed to be publiflied 
with the fignatures by as many (Jcntlcmcn a,s 
fliall favour us with their concurrence, and au- 
thority to infert their names, I therefore take 
the moh expeditious method to communicate 
to you feme account of the Plan. 

It is wilhed by the Gentlemen, as far as I uii^ 
dcrlland them, to petition the lloufe of ('oni' 
mons to appoint a Committee to cnijuirc into 
the date of tl|e Civil kill, that all finccure 
places, exorbitant lalarics to cllicient places, 
and penfions unmerited by public fcrvicc may 
be relcindcd and abolilhed. 

In the prefent decline of trade and land-rents, 
and the apprehcnrion of an additional land-tax, 
fuch a inc ifure, it is believed, would be fup- 
ported by a large majority of tliis County ; and 
if properly fupported by an Affociation here, 
and by other touutics adopting a limilar plan, 

would 
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would probably prove fuccefsful in 
J\irJI<vncnt, It certainly could not fail to hayfa 
wry confiderable cffed at the next Ger-feral 
] Icflion 5 and if once the fund of corruption 
was reduced, it would be an eafy matter to 
carry the other regulations which arc thought 
neceffary to reftore the freedom of Parliament. 
A free Parliament is now, as it has ever been in 
times of great diftrefs, the only refuge of this 
Nation ; mcafures evidently tending to that de- 
finable end, would meet with the general fup- 
port of independent men; by whofe united 
airifrancc, we truft, the Conftitution might be 
preferved, and rettored to the purity of its ori-, 
ginal inllitution. 

If this lliould appear to you a proper and a 
fcafiblc plan, we hope we fliall be honoured with 
your fupport, and an authority to infert your 
name, as a Subferiber to tlic advcrtifeincnt. 

1 am, Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 

1 beg pardon for hinting the necclfity of ab- 
ioluic fecrecy in this ftage of the bufinefs, ex- 
•-i pi to known friends. 


.H3 


X. 
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Paper X. 

Anfwer by Sir William Anderson h iU 
Circular Letter, atldrcjjtid to him and other Pri« 
vatc Gentlemen of the County oj York. 

Dear Sir, 

I Received your favour, and wlfli that llicre 
was as much l^iblic fpirit for the caufc of 
Liberty in thefe parts, as there feems to be 
in yours ; but there is no rumour of a General 
Meeting, though [ wonder that t here lias not been 
one wht) his thought on it, as the times have a 
♦hrcalenir.ggloomy appearance fromourKnemies 
abroad, and little good is to be expcAed from 
our Minillcrs at home, — at leaft the prefenr 
ones ; for they have had unbounded pcyxr of 
money and men, and no one kheme or project 
has fuccccded. As to the Meeting in theCalile, 
can that bo Ind without the confent of- the 
fihcrili’? I fee by the papers that he is dead, and 
imagine fudder.ly, as we have had no account i»l 
his beii.g ill. i fuppofe a Deputy or Undi*r- 
SJheiiir V ould not act ; caution IhoaUl be taken, 
as thole in power would be ready enough to 
take advantage of anywTongftcp. You u hi 
excuie me hiving my name inferred in the ad- 
vertifcincni, a*! I have no property in the North- 

lUdiiii’. 
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Riding, and never attended your Meetings ; 1 
jiope others in thefe parts have been applied to,* 
and that they may be brought to join in tlic 
caufc: — fear there is little hopes of redrefs. 

I was cye-witnefs to a moft rcfpeflable Petition 
iigned by thoufands, as big as a portmanteau, 
flung over the left lliouldcr with as much 
Life, as if the perfon had prafticed, and the 
Lord in Waiting catched it with as much alert- 
ik'ls as the Duke of Dorfet would a cricket- 
b.dl ; thefe and. many more were all laid by for 
piivate ufe. I wilh that the Militia would join 
in the Petition, and nbt forget their landed 
property. So many people of weight arc cither 
.ittcnding their feparate corps, or their duty 
in Parliament, that I fear there could not be a 
numerous Meeting. 

1 am, with great regard, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

W, ANDERSON. 
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Paper XI. 

Anfwcr hj Simon Scroopf, Efq; to the Gr. 
cular Letter. 


Dandy, iVnvmArr 30, 1779. 


Dear Sir^ 

I AM favoured with yours of a very intcreft- 
ing and ferious fubjeeV, which 1 mull own 
appears to me to be proper upon the occafion. 
As I have been already applied to by a Neutral 
Party upon a different plan, and have refui'ed 
fubferibing my name to il, it would appear 
a little particular for me to let my hand to 
another application, and you know 1 did not 
chufc to make my appearance at Lord Faucon- 
bergS Meeting at Northallerton. So that upon the 
whole the weight of my iwine would be ot linic 
conicipience, and 1 lliould think that if the 
ivcntlcin^n of my perfuafion were left out, it 
iiamld be full as well for the fuccefs of the 
affair. 1 fliall have an opportunity of talking thi^ 
aliliir with )on foon. 

And am, Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

And humble fervant, 

SIM. SCROOPE. 

Pijjiir XII* 
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Paper XIL 

Anfwcr by John Silvester Smith, Efqj to tb$ 
Circular Letter. 


Dear S^r, 

B TFORE I enter upon the confequcntial 
contents of your letter, you muft permit 
iivj in return you thanks for the honour you 
li.ive done an individual, in addrefling me upon 
ih.il I’uhjcch At the fame time I am very certain 
\ Ml will find my abilities and opinion on this 
illVir tr»o weak even to throw in my mite to- 
\\ lid's remedying the evils brought on by the 
uiiparallclcd folly and wickednefs of our Rulers. 
It was my lot, at a former period, to be engaged 
in a limllar plan: why llrit ended unfuccefsrully 
Would not be prudent to commit to paper; and 
J MU very much air lid a feheme of this kind will 
n.vet wiih the fame fate, unlcfs, previous to any 
‘ii'i' taken at the Meeting, a determination to go 
firmly through with the bulinefs is there rcfolved 
; on the other hand, a refolution of that kind 
'^■11 riique the loiii of many Advocates for the 
‘■ .liL'. 1 am forry to add, the prcieiu lethargic 
•■'d I'egardlefs lUlnoutioji, in mutt r.ink:» of men, 

* • du worfi of evils, makes an attempt to admi- 
M-' :i:iy thing falutary to our expiring Confti- 
* ‘ appear fruitlcls — at Icaft it ftrikes me in 
^ iio'i"* At the fame time I cannot avoid 

taking 
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notice, that a thin Meeting at York mil 
be matter of triumph, and add (Irength to the 
caufc of our Adverfaries. There is a want of 
fpirit aniongft the Yeomanry of this Kingdom : 
they have not that pride and independency tluy 
had ; their whole tliouglit and time is taken up 
in getting money by any means ; and they arc 
not to be roufed, even if a Pruflian Governing nt 
threatened them. 1 entirely agree with you ift 
the deplorable filuation we are in, and allb in 
the ncccflity there is for vigourous and fpirited 
meafures to ftem the torrent \ at the fame time 
I am aware that it is right to lend affiftantc, 
though the profpeft of luccefs be ever fo fniall : 
but when it is attended vith the hazard of cii- 
couraging the adverfe party, it makes me quite 
fpiritlcfs. — However, 1 lhall moll certainly have 
the honour of paying my rcfpccls to you, and 
friends to the caufc, at Yoik; and both lluit. 
and in the interim contribute all the affiftaiKC 
in my power. 

I am much afraid you will think me dilatory. 
Your favour followed me here, where 1 have 
been thirteen days, with part of my family, and 
ihall not return to Newland till Saturday the 
nth ; where I Ihall be very happy of being ta- 
voured with another line from you. 

Mrs. Smith begs leave to unite her compii- 
ments with mine to you and Mrs. Wyvill; and 
Believe me, Dear Sir, 

Moft finccrcly your obedient fervant, 
WotKsoPt Itv. 1, i7;9» JOHN S. SMI I H- 

P/i/tT Xllh 
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Paper XIIL 

".iwcr to the CircuLir 'Letter, by Sir Robert 

lllLUYARD* 

WivisTFAD, December u *779« 


OcEr Sir, 

I RrccivccI the favour of your letter by the laft 
p.ill, and was very forry thit I had not an 
•pi'iTUii.iiy of acknowledging it by the return, 
i nil \Kty glad to lind you have nude lb good a 
I'.! tin* an advertiiement to call a General 
n York. I doubt not that by the time 
d.:. ic.u.lu'i you, you will have twenty rcfpcCl- 
..*'1. names or more for that purpolc; if fo, I 
1 \ou will add mine, ard it I am well, 1 will 
tlu- MoiTing, it not, I Hull deiireiny Son 
t » my name to any Petition that may be 
tlioii. Iit proper by a inajorityjof the M'*eting, 
ill.- i.ilf |5oft I received a letter from my Son 
di ..11 uccount of hi^> conference with you 
' *•. and the Plan you have formed 

: ' 1 ii. 1 luvl all'o one froii» Mr. Cruft, who 
-i' n,c tlut he has wrote to Sir William An- 
•♦’11 and Sir (icorge Arniylagc, and that 
bt. Ci^intiii has wrote to his neplicw Sir 
' iiiun St. Ouiniln : 1 lhalt be very glad to li,*e 

♦ heir 
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tiulr names added to the advertUement. I an 
extremely obliged to you for your kind en. 
qmries after my health, &c. &c. 

And I am. Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful. 

And obedient fervant, 
ROBERT UlLDYARD. 


Paper XIV. 

Letter from Lieutenant-General John Hale u 
the Rev. C. Wvvill. 

CiSBOROUciiy Dccmher iJ, 1777. 

s My Dear Sir, 

I Have been favoured with your letter togetlicr 
with the copy of the circular letter you liave 
font to Sir George Savile, &c. &c. which I en- 
tirely approve of, as d(Xfs Mr. Chaloner 5 aiul I 
fliould fuppoli: the fubjeef of it mud have the 
concurrence and fupport of every man of com- 
mon fenfe and common honefty in the Countr). 
You arc at full Uberty to put Mr. Chaloner':* 
and my name to the advertiiement for callin.t; 
the County together, (though you have by 
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t;kc I fuppofc omitted to inclofe tlie*aitveN 
tiihnent in your letter). I will fee Mcff. Jackfon 
jnJ WiUbn to-morrow, and don’t doubt but I 
lluU tranlinit you thdr confent by Sunday’s 
|vifi; and I mean to wait upon Mr. Hall, in 
order to obtain his confent to have his name 
put ciow’n with the other Gentlemen. 

1 am. Dear Sir, 

With great regard. 

Your faithful humble Icrvant, 

J. HALE. 


Paper XV. 

Anl'wcr bj T. Wilsok, Efi]; to the Circular 
Letter. 

Lclos, the December^ 7779. 

Dcjr Sir, 

I AM much obliged to you for the honour you 
dt> me ii] communicating your icheme for a 
Cuuniy Meeting, and Ihould very readily ac- 
Huiv:tce in any thing for the good of the County, 
b’-i cju i)y no means think of being the lirft to 
tiac the lead in thefe parts, and wifli fomc pro- 
I'U-or per Ion of weight and influence might be 
pJ^-clied upon. I have confultcd uith Gentlemen 
this neighbourhood, fome of whom are dc- 
hrous of having the County called together, 
hut except there be a very large number of the 
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rcfpcftable People, wc arc of opinion 
’twere better for no names to appear, (for >vc 
have many rcfpcctable men of large fortune^ 
that are little known in this large C ounty) but 
a general advertifement for a Meeting, fixing; 
time and place, and then it would be no pania! 
fet of men but any might go that chofe ; when 
wc arc met lay tl'.ey, what are wc to do, it \h: 
Parliament impofes Taxes upon us wc mull pay, 
our rcmonftrancc will fignify nothing; — \\e 
have an inftance of a let of (ientlcmcn wdio lately 
let on toot a Subfeription, for railing money to 
give BOUN’i’lKS to fuch as would intill. Wlicii 
we had paid our money, they were the lirft that 
deferted the caule ; allcdging it was not prr- 
per to have their names a)>pcar. Others in Par- 
liament could fay, ^twas before the lioufc aiul 
not proper for them. Upon the whole they 
laughed at us who had paid our money, aiiu 
People here arc afraid of being left in the lurch 
again. As the Shcriil is dead. Lord Rockingham 
would be the proper perfon to call a Meeting, 
which I believe he will not do, but I fancy would 
. attend if one was appointed. I intended re- 
turning this by Mr. Morritt, hut 1 have heard 
nothing of him fince he left vis and imagine he's 
gone back the other road. I beg my compli- 
ments to Mrs. Wyvill, 

And am, Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
TIIO. WILSON. 

Paper XVl- 
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Paper XVI. 

Letter Sir Wm. Anderson to the Rev/ C. 
Wyvill. 


Dear Sir, 

I Received your favour with the cnclofed ad- 
vcriiieincnt, and as the intended plan is net 
tu petition the throne for rcdrels but the Houfe 
VI Commons, have rcafon to think its a proper 
itep, and (inccrcly wilh it may meet with the 
approbation of the whole County. I have agreed 
\vi‘!i my friend Ca*oft that my name may be in- 
ierted in the advertifement, and hope to have 
till iuniour of meeting you and many more of 
'’ur friends at tlic lime iixed on. dhe holidays 
‘’v the propereft fcaion, as the Members of kar- 
hm\oni and many people of confequcnce will 
f'O at hherty to attend the meeting. If cor- 
luption, that fountain of all evils, that down- 
f fil or all empires can be (lopl, we may become 
‘'i'Ac more a Ilourilhing happy Nation. 

I arn, Dear Sir, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

WILLIAM ANDERSON. 


XVIL 
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Paper XVII. 

Anfwcr by Nathaniel Cholmlf.y, Efq; lotk 
Circular Letter. 


HowshAm, December ^thy 1)^, 

Dear Sir, 

I Am favoured with your letter of the ifr 
infL by thi.s day’s poll, for which 1 mull bf ir 
you to accept my bell thanks. It ciiclofcd to 
me a copy of an intended application to the 
High ShcrilF of the County of York (now al- 
tered) to call a Public Meeting of the Gentle- 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County, 
to be held at the Affcmbly-Rooms at York the 
37th of this month, to confidcr what mcafurc'' 
may be expedient in the prclcnt critical ftale ot 
public affairs \ which you mention, took its rile 
from a motion lately made in the Nortli-Ridini;, 
and to which tlic names of many refpcclabk’ 
Gentlemen arc fet down, as approving of the 
plan, as well as the names of others who arc 
written to, but whole anlwers arc not received • 
Now, Sir, as you arc fo obliging as to tell me 
what is propofed to be done, if there is luch x 
Meeting, I will freely tell you my fentiment^ 
upon it and rcafons for them, but at the fame 
lime, as 1 do not know they are thofe of any 

other 
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Other Gentleman, I am far from having even a 
[ill, that they may be either adopted or fol- 
|(^\\ ed by any other perfon who may differ from 
me in what concerns the public good ; my general ' 
dciirc is, and has been at all times, to look with 
rci'pcct to, and endeavour to attend all Public 
Meetings, called by the County at large on any 
great emergencies, being ever willing and defi- 
rous as an individual, to contribute any little 
icrvicc in my power, both to the fupport and 
allirtancc of it, and the Government, when they 
arc in need of any ; and indeed if any particular 
part the County has been called together 
wlurcinllookccl upon myfelf concerned, 1 have 
generally endeavoured to flicw my acquicfccnce 
in what a majority of the judgments of the Gen- 
tlemen then prefent, adopted and determined 
on for the beff , who had an opportunity of hear- 
ing all that could be laid on all fidcs. But in the 
prticnt cafe knowing from your letter what is 
ii it ended, if there is fuch a Meeting, I muff fay 
1 cannot give iny name to dclire the calling 
lor thofe purpofes — f fat too many years 
ho Parliament, not to be convinced it can be 
productive of no Public advantage ; not but 
1 nnay be of the fame mind as you and many 

< thci Gentlemen, that there may be a number 

< oinccure Places with great Salaries, that would 
better abolillied, and their Salaries applied to 

die benefit of the State, if it could be done, with 
ho nour to it (otherwife let alone) and I may alfo 
Ill, I agree 
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agree' with you, that there may be many.Penfions 
given out of the Civil Lift, tq Pcrlbns unme- 
riting or at leaft fo in all appearance. Yet be- 
fore we Petition Parliament, as is propofed, to 
appoint a Committee to infpecl into the ftatc of 
the Civil Lift, let us a little confider what it is 
that conftitutes that fund called the Civil Liil, 
and how far we have a right to interfere in it.— 
In the firft place 1 take it to have its exiftcnce ar 
prefent, only from a certain fpccific Sum ot 
Money given by Parliament to his Majefty, lor 
the fupport and dignity of the Crown, his Koval 
Family and the Government, and intirely at his 
own difpofal and pleafurc (unlcls there may be 
fome Fee Farm Rents or other fmall Hcrcdi- 
table Antient Revenues of the Crown added to 
it, that have not been granted away.) ^ II any 
application is made to Parliament for an incre.de 
of that Sum, alledging that it is not fiiilicicnt lor 
the purpofes for which it was given, then 
Parliament think they have a right to know how 
the expenditure of it has been made, foas to oc- 
cafion that deficiency, before they grant any in- 
creafe to it ; and this I fpcak of with more pre- 
cifion than I otherwife fhould have prefumed 
to have done, as I have known it happen in my 
own experience; and I may alfo fay I have 
heard thole accounts called for, and promiled 
when the money was voted ; but I do not re- 
member to have heard that any good accrued 
to the Public from fo doing. All Perfons that 
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have employments under Government, pay full > 
'i’axcs for them, I believe now for their Salaries* 
But as for many of the Great ones, their Profits 
do not fo much arife from their Salaries as from 
certain Fees, which have been long accuftomed 
to be allowed, and are much more increafed in 
value from the great expcnces the Nation is now 
lit beyond what it was in former times, this is 
an riKUters appear to me to ftand at prefent. 

As the expences of Government at prefent ar6 
lb ipeat and may be ncceffary to our cxiftence as 
a Nation ; money mull be had to pay them, but 
by w hat Faxes they will propofe to raife it, as I 
am not in the fccret, 1 cannot inform you, but 
whatever they are I hope they will be juft ones, 
which 1 Ihoultl not look upon what is called an 
ficjual Land-Tax, to be fo, as the great dilfercnce 
that appears to be from the unequalnefs of it at 
pretent, proceeds from the great expences and 
trouble tlic diftant parts of the Country from the 
Metropolis have been at to improve and cultivate 
their Lands, which thofc nearer the Metro- 
polis have been enjoying, with the great advan- 
tage of plentiful Marikets over the others, thofe 
lauds being fufficienlly cultivated before the 
1 aiuLTaxwas firftl^id in 1696. — As to petition- 
for Ihortening the duration of Parliaments, 

I liavc given too many votes already on that 
^eftion, arid have always^ found myfelf in a 
I'^Iinority, fo that I muft now reft contented 
^nd believe if I can, that I was wrong in voting 
la as 
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as I did on that (^cftion, for be private opi. 
nions what they may^ it muft be fuppofed that 
a Majority determines the right. But if it 
Ihould be found that many Regulations are 
greatly wanted, as I fhould not doubt but they 
arc, as well as are generally wifbed for by 
every friend to his Country, yet I muft fay I 
do not think this is the proper time, when the 
Nation is fo engaged and has fo many great 
difficulties of one fort or another to get the 
better of, to attempt it, as it could not be pro* 
perly attended to, even if all parties were wilh 
ing; and the queftion is of too great coiife- 
quence for any thing to be done, without a 
thorough confidcration, as it would be equally 
detrimental for us to incroach upon the Preroga. 
live of the C'rown as to give up the Rights of 
the People, and the moft peaceable times, arc 
the propereft for doubtful queftions to be deter- 
mined on, and much more fo 1 may fay than 
the prefent ones are for that bufmefs. 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient^ 

And moft lambic fervant, 
NATHANIEL CHOLMLEY, 


Paper XVnh 
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Paper XVIII. 

Anfwcr bj/ the Rev. Archdeacon Blackburns 
io the Circular Letter. 


Richmond, December 5, 

Dear Sir, 

I AM much obliged to you for communicating 
to nic the defign of a County Meeting, and 
the fteps that have been tnken to make it 
cfleclual for the important purpofes mentioned 
in your letter. I have in the courfc of my life 
attended many County Meetings, none of which 
(nne excepted) produced any thing biU dilap- 
pointment. If that fhould prove to be the event 
( t the prefent plan, the confequences may bo 
Icrii’uis, both to the public and individuals. My 
age and infirmities will not allow me to ftu- 
horn home at this feafon of the year; at the 
fiiiic time I earhehly wilh to have an hour's 
convcrfation with you, particularly on fome 
things, which, if the Meeting goes forward, 
h'cm to me highly to concern the Jionour and 
dignity of the County of York, 
b I cannot be fo happy as to fee you, I will 
the liberty to put down a few hints, upon 
paper for your perufal. As I cannot poUibly 
^ftend the firft Meeting, there would I think be 
impropriety in promUing lb 10 do under my 
I 3 hand : 
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^ Jiand: tn the wean -time my warwelt wJHm 
are forjts fuccefs. I have notfeen Mr. Hartley, 
to confer with him on the contents of your dif. 
patches as he has propofed j but nothing will be 
able to alter my fentiments on the fubjeft. My 
Family join in our refpectful compliments t« 
Mrs. Wyvill, 

With Dear Sir, 

Your obliged humble fervant, 
FRANCIS BLACKBURNE. 


Pfl/er XIX. 

.fropofitions 0/ Reform fugycpd by the Rev, 
Archdeacon Blackburn e to the Rev. Chr’.- 
STOPHER Wyvill, in a Letter dated December 

jih, 1779* 

A t a moil rcfpeflablc Meeting of the Gentle- 
men of the County of York, affeniblcd for 
the purpofe of Petitioning the Throne, that the 
Parliament which had determined Mr. LuttcreH. 
to be duly eleftcd Member of Parliament for 
the County of Middlefex, might be difl'olvctl ; 
a queftion was alked, what was to be done la 
^e the Petition was rejefted ? 


U 
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It was anCwered, that " a Committee vias 
« pointed to receive the report of thofe Gentle- 
“ men who prefented the Petitioq, and if it 
» fliould appear upon that report, that no re- 
« gard was paid to the faid Petition, another 
“ Meeting fliould be had to confider of a Re- 
“ monftrance.” &c. 

It is believed there was a Meeting of fuch a 
Committee, and that a report w'as made to it of 
the reception of the Petition ; which however 
was never communicated to the Public, nor one 
word more heard of a Remonftrance, though it 
was well known that the Petition was received 
with evident marks of contempt. 

Many Subferibers to that Petition, highly re- 
fenteJ this treatment, faying, “ they were left 
*• in the lurch, and that the County was called 

together only to anfwcr the views of certain 
‘‘ individuals.’^ 

i'o obviate objcclions to the propofed Meeting 
on the 27th of December, taken from tlic event 
in 1769, fome explicit and fatisfa^loiy declara- 
tion Ihould be made public, that fome farther 
til'cctual Ifeps will be taken in cafe the applica- 
tion intended (hould be flighted or evaded, and 
V. nji all fome fpirited notice Ihould be taken ol 
the indignity put upon this great County; by 
tiic contemptuous treatment of their Petition. 

It Ihould be confidered, that the majorities in 
fl<trliamcnt are on every Miniftcrial queftion 
formidable and decifivc. The dependencies on 
1 4 Miniftcrial 
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r Minifterial patronage among the People arc nu. 
mcrous j ten times more fo perhaps among thofe 
who are out of Parliament, than thofe who are 
in it, and I doubt not but many of thefe will 
fay, they cannot afford to facrifice their intereft 
perhaps their livelihood to a faint attempt to re- 
drefs Public grievances ; which, if it (hould mif- 
carry would expofc all who join in it, to the 
vindiflive refentment of a powerful and pro- 
voked Adminiftration, Means Ihould be ufed 
if pofliblc to abate thefe apprelienfioiis. 

I'hc Reformations propofed are moft highly 
proper and important j fliould not the following 
be added to them. 

ift. The healing that effeftual ftab to the Con- 
flitution, the placing Lultcrcll as Member for 
Middicfcx, by immediately expunging the vote 
which confirmed his Elcdion, by altering the 
Sheriff’s return. 

id. Tlic abfolute repeal of that part of the 
Statute concerning Elcdioiib, which refers the 
contefted I'lleclions in Cities, Boroughs, and 
Towns ('orporatc to the laft determination of 
the lloulc of Commons, by which means the 
ancient Eranchifes of feveral (aties, Boroughs, 
ka liavc been fuperfeded, and the Elections in 
them fallen into the hands of a finglc Perfon. 

jd. rhat no Perfons in Boroughs lliould be 
permitted to Vote in Eledions for Members of 
Parliament by aflignment, nor unlcfs they have 
been pcrfonally rclidcnt in the Borough for one 
year previous to the Elcdion, 


4th. That 
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4tb. That the Quebec A& be totaD/ and ^ 
finally repealed. 

5th. That the Aft of 1778, in favour of the 
Papifts be explained and amended, and that 
complete lifts of thofc who have taken the oaths 
in compliance with that aft, be Called for and 
made public. * 

Otii. That Bifhops be not allowed to Vote in 
Parliament except under certain rellriftions. 

7th. That every County fliall choofe its own 
Lieutenant, &c. &c. &c. &c. 

* X. B. This .lift is looked upon to he another effe^iial wound 
t Mile Cnnlliiutioii of Grpt-Britahi, and likely to be fai.il to it in 

t Jiii'tqiicnces. I’opery is not merely the denomination of a 
t'jigioiis but 3 political combiiialion and confederacy, to lub« 
\:it tlic Rights and Liberties of •all who diftcr from it. F. B, 


Pijprr XX. 

AiiAvcr fo the CircuLir Letter by Pkmbbrton 

MlLaVES, Efq. 


M' Sir, 

I I hank you itnich for your obliging Letter^ 
^iiid ;ini very happy to find this County is go* 
ti) tlo what 1 have long wiflied for in my own 
iMiul • as tlie Meeting originates with the Cen* 
in the Country, I hope it wftl be well 
‘‘tended. You arc much at liberty to put 
name (o the advertifement for calling tlie 

Meetings 
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^Kleethg, and alfo thefe on the other fide who 
have requeued xne to fend theirs to you for the 
lame purpofe. * Wilfon of Leeds dined with me 
the day after you wrote to him on this fubjec\ 
who let me fee your Letter to him, I did wifii 
him much to give it proper fanclion in Leeds. 
1 am greatly afraid he will throw cold water on 
it. His nephew Mr. Richard Wilfon will be with 
me before the pod goes out, 1 will learn from 
him if any thing has been propofed by his Uncle 
to the Gentlemen of Leeds, 

I am, with great regard, Reverend Sir, 
Your mod obedient, 

And humble fervant, 

PEMBER'rON MILNES, 

. Wakefield, * 

♦ James Milnes, [ Benjamin Ferrand, 

The Rev. Henry Zouch, I John Milnes, 

Francis Maude, 1 John Smyth of Heath. 


About this time feveral difeouraging letters had been received 
by the Editor ; and one of his Friends, whufc late lofs as a pub- 
lic and as a private Man he equally laments, advifed him, on tre 
5th day of December, 1779, to withdraw his propofal. Hit 
the early fupport held forth by Mr. Mafon, Sir J. NorcliSf* 
Sir Robert Hildyard, and the Gentlemen of the North-Ridinp. 
forbad him to adopt that defponding advice : His hopes of fiuct '5 
were much incrcafed by the acceffion of Mr, Pemberton Mili’t'* 
aud feveral rcfpedtablc Gentlemen mentioned in this letter ; and 
ip a few days more, it became evident that the Mceung 
a m^afurc approved by the general fenfe of the County of York. 

raj>er XXE 



I m j 


/’a/fr XXL 

Anfwcr to the Circular Letter GRiMsTON,Ef(j, 

Dear Sir, 

I liad the honour of receiving your favour of 
the 4th date, on the feventh, and would by 
the return of the poll have done myfelf the 
plcafure. of anfwering it, had not company with 
private and public bufinefs prevented mc.-^ 
I ho’ I entirely accord to the propriety of the 
heads of our juft complaints, and with you and 
till* other Gentleincn, moft devoutly wifli any 
petition of ours, as Independent Engliflimcn, 
might have its juft force to remove the Hire- 
lings in office, and proved Traitors to their 
Country, I inuft confefs I am totally againft a 
County Meeting being called at this prefent 
criiis, but fliall attend it if called, as Humanum 
cjl crrarcy at dementia in error e manor And 
am never afliamed to confefs my being in the 
wrong, when convinced by more "powerful ar- 
guments than I can bring for what I advance 
to the contrary. Moft of my worthy neigh- 
bours in this fmall angle of this late happy and 
opulent County, to whom I fhewed Mr. Mor- 
rhCs and your Letter, are cxaclly of my way of 
thinking that the feheme is premature. — I beg 
niy compliments to you and your lady, 

And am Sir, 

Your humble fervant, &c. &c. 

. THOMAS GRIMSTON. 

♦viisviCK, Dec, 10, 1779. 

Paper XXII. 
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Paper XXII. 

Anfwer to the Circular Letter by Henry Duk. 

COMBE, Efq. 


CopGROVE, Tue/dayt 1779. 

‘ Dear Sir, 

1 AM extremely obliged to you for the favour 
of your laft, and cannot but applaud the fen- 
timents you difeover. How far any Meeting 
is capable of cflccting the end you propofed, 
however laudable (forfuch I iincercly eftccin it) 
I will not pretend to determine : I was once en. 
gaged in a plan of fometbing of the lame kind, 
where my name among many others, much more 
rcfpcftable, was made ufc of to call tlic County 
together. At our Meeting I had the misfor- 
tune to difler from my Aflociates, as things 
feemed then to me to carry too much the air ot 
a party fpirif which I totally difclaimed : It is 
for this rcafon I would not wifti to have my 
name again inferted, though I efteem, that fuch 
a ufc of it would do me honour. I do not 
mean from what I have here faid to preclude 
my attendance at your Meeting, if in other re- 
fpefts it may be in my power. Indeed I wifli 
with you, that there may be fpirit enough yet 
found in the Country to exprefs a proper rc- 

fentment 
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fc-ntment and fenfe of the infanJt)^ of acMilni- 
liration, and to lead the lirft fleps to the amend- 
nicnt of our almoft ruined Conllitution. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

With great refpe<5f, 

Your moft obedient, 

Humble fervant, 

HENRY DUNCOMBE. 


Piiper XXllL 

A: iwcr io the Circular Letter by William 
Danby, Efq. 


PAiln-IIJLL, J)u. lii/J 1779, 

Derir Sir, 

S IXCT. [ received the favour of yours, I have 
read the debate in the Houfc of Lords 
' i ' n the motion made by the Duke of Rich- 
i > lul, altogether fimilar to that which you 
r. ikc the fubjed of your letter. Though the 
to it by the Lord Chancellor and Mini- 
ry did not appear fatisfaefory to me, I niuft 
the arguments ufed by his Grace and the 
taiority did not anfwcr uiy cxpccT:ations. 

I have 
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I h^c formerly been prefent at one or twe 
County'Meetings that were called with the fame 
tendency, and cannot recoiled any good re^ 
fiilting from them. They are liable among 
other objedions to that of the opportunity 
they furnifli furious minds with of uttering 
great indecencies, and of propofing Refolutions 
drawn up in terms inconllftent with the autho- 
rity of any Go^rnment that does not deferve 
to, be immediat8|r overthrown. Tliey contri. 
bute to cncrcafe the National Difunion wc fo 
much lament, and arc unfcafonable, unlcis juili- 
fied by neceflity, at a crilis like the prefent. 

The years and infirmities with w'hicli I fed 
myfelf oppreffed help probably to ftrengthen my 
prefent difpofition to the peace and quiet whicli 
they love, and incline me the more to iUrpend 
my determination (for 1 am ready to rank my* 
felf in the number of thofe wlio arc difeon* 
tented wdth the prefent fyftem of meafurcs) till 
more frequent calls of ulfemblics of the fame 
nature afeertain a majority of the people iu 
their favour, which majority is in my opinion 
ncccflafy to juftify any very vigorous meafurcs, 
adopted under the fallacy of reafon and violence 
of human pallion.— My pcrfonal accjuaintance 
with the Gentlemen wdio make up the lift you 
fend me mortifies me extremely under my ina- 
bility to concur with them, and give me leave 
to affure you without a compliment, more par- 
ticularly on your account, in whofe judgment 
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and upriglitnefs of intention I have the h4gfieft:‘ 
confidence. I am forry to receive n6 hints 
from yourfelf or any other of Mrs. Wyvill’s 
and your defign of feeing London this winter. 
I Ihould be glad to difeufs the affair more fully 
with you in perfon there, and fhould rejoice to 
have manyopportunitiesof improving my friend- 
lliip where I have the greateft wifli to do it. 

And be affured, 

1 am with great truth, Dear Sir, 

Your faithful friend and fervant, 

WILLIAM DANBY.; 


Paper XXIV. 

Anlwcr by William Constable, Efq; to the 
Circular Letter. 

hly Dear Sir, 

Y'our two favours found me in Town, 
1 where I had retired on fome threaten-* 
of gout, and on the appearance of bad 
^^cather fettling in. Permit me, Sir, to aflure 
y^JU of my moft grateful acknowledgments for 
marks of your obliging attention and po- 
‘•'enefs. I ih^u alTuredly efteem it an ho- 

nour 
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nou^s^p have tny name inferted in any petition 
or remwnftrance of a Gentleman of your cn. 
larged and benevolent way of thinking, or with 
ibi^i of Sir George Savile, Mr. Willoughby, 
Mr. Mafon, &c. Happy if I could flatter my. 
felf my fubfeription could be of the Icaft af. 
fiflance to a caufe, which Hands in fo much 
need of the moft powerful. 

. A fpirit of prodigality is gone forth, per- 
vades all ranks and all ages, draws the moft un. 
willing into its vortex, and muft, 1 fear, by its 
confequences, be its owm remedy. 

This Nation foon will be habitable only for 
Merchants, Nabobs, Oflicers, and Dependents 
on the nod of a Defpot. A peace, or a truce, 
or a fomething with America, (for wc cannot 
extirpate them all) will open indeed an Afyluni 
to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain, to which 
they muft and will refort. 

Mrs. Conftable begs leave to join with me in 
refpccls and kindeft wifties of health to your* 
fclf Dear Sir, and Mrs. Wyvill, permit us tu 
hope that another opportunity may offer of cul- 
tivating a friendfliip, which wc fo much and fo 
finccrcly covet. 

You are fo good Dear Sir as to enquire after 
my health, my gout is become Icfs violent.— 
But ftrength and fpirits diminifti : My powers 
of application are no longer the fame, I can 
no longer purfue, without inconvenience long 
trains of ideas, fo flattering to our limited un* 

derftanding*' 
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ficrilandings. In fine, Dear Sir, I am 
that 1 grow old, and I call into my amftance 
phiiolophy and (my) religion ; more is not 
in niy power. — May you. Dear Sir, long enjoy 
(.very blelling, and continue long to do that 
rood, for which ihoufands to come will have 
rcalbn to blefs your memory. 

I am, with the greateft regard, 
pear Sir, your nioft faithful 

and moli: obedient humble fervant, 
WILLIAM CONSTABLE. 

M*Vf ri' r I>*STREFT, 
jL.itfJ'a 1 2 , 1779 . 


r^ipcr XXV. 

Anfw{'r to the Circular Letter hy Thomas 
Yorkk, Elq. 

Dear Sir, 

1 1 gives me great pleafurc to find the fpirit of 
* l-iberry and a love of our Country hill alive 
thcic perilous and humiliating times; and 
^■iould think an Aflbeiution to fupport the in- 
'^‘t of luch Candidates only at the General 
y tion as fliall Engage to forward fuch mea- 
V-i.lIl, - j-urcs 
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furdKas (hall be rccommencic J to them for re. 
florin^ the independency and fhortening the 
duration of Parliaments, and eftablifliing a more 
equal Reprefentation ot the People, would be 
highly meritorious. Though I much doubt 
whether a Convention of the County at the re* 
queft of feme individuals, however rcfpeclablc 
they may be in themfclves, would anfwcr ou: 
expeftations, and I acknowledge I cannot help 
looking upon my own name as too inconfiderabL 
to appear upon the occafion. Neither do I ap. 
prehend that the Petition will be attended v it’i 
any other eflFeft, than what may be hoped fro;u 
the example. 

1 (hall have occafion to make a journey from 
home towards the latter end of this month, bi;r 
will endeavour to* contrive my time in fuch i 
manner, as to enable me to take York in nt} 
way, if I fhould find the Gentlemen rcfolvci 
to carry their intention into execution of con* 
vening the County at the time you mention. 

1 am, Gear Sir, 

With great regard, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
THOMzVS YORKL' 


Paper 


HAlTON.PfcACE, Dit* 17^9. 
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Paper XXVI. 

Itiicv from the Honourable General George 
Carey to the Rev« C. Wyvill. 

Levln-Orove, Btc, nthf 1779. 

Dear Sir, 

I Received yours this morning, and I am glad 
the advertifement with the lift of names, 
will come out ill next Tuclday papers ; 1 hope 
the lift will be thought a rcfpcclable one, 1 
wiihed to have feen the Duntonibes^ IVilJhn of 
Luils, the RicurJer ofToi% and my friend Danby* 

I mult heartily wiih your laudable undertaking 
may be attended with fucefs. 1 am forry it irf 
ablolutcly out of my power to beat Vork eitlicr 
before, at, or after the Meeting ; for though I am 
better in hcalt h than i have been for fume years, 
>et tlie complaint in my knee continues as ufual, 
a.ii I am impatient to get to lown for better 
Ailvicc. 1 hope you will fiml no ill effect by 
your fatigue at York. 

Believe me ever your affeclionatc 
G* CAREY. 


K 2 


Paper XXVIL 
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Paper XXVII. 

Letter from W. Chaloner, Efq; io the Rev. C. 
Wyvill. 

CuiSliROUGff, Dec. \%dy l;:j. 

Dear Sir, 

1 AM favoured with your letter by this d\y^ 
poft. 1 rejoice to find the lift is fo much in* 
creafed, and hope there will be ftill a great ad- 
dition to it before it is iidcrted in the Yoik 
papers. 1 did not make any application to Sir 
William Foulis or Mr. Maulevcrer, upon a fup- 
pofition that the firft could not attend the Mcc - 
* ing, and that the latter would certainly oppulc 
the meafurc. 1 find Mr. Wilfon is gone to Sir 
William’s to* day in hopes of fuccefs, but I hav.' 
not heard the rcfult of his cinbafly. I flrali cer- 
tainly attend at York at the time mciitionod, 
and believe the other Cleveland Gentlemen v;h 
have ftgned will alfo attend, as they arc all inui ' 
for the Meeting. 

And I am, 

Moll finccrely yours, 
WILLIAM CHALONIR* 


Poper XXVI- 
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Paper XXYIII. 


letter from J. Dalton, Efq; to the Rev. C. 
Wyvill. 

SlFNINGFORD, DcV. 1779. 

Dear Sir, 

1 AM juft returned from York, and have the 
ploalurc to tell you, that the Meeting of the 
Comity is expe^fted to be the moft refpcctable 
ever known upon any occafion. All the Nobi- 
lity who have property in the County arc ex- 
pCv'tcd in town, among others, the Duke of 
Dcvonlhire, Lord Rockinghan), Lords Kgrc- 
mont, liftingham, and a great many others. — 
My triend Harry and I propofe being there on 
Wedneftlay, where I Ihall have the plcaliirc 
of meeting you and afl'uring you pcrfonally 
liow inucli 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your very finccrc 

Friend and fervant, 

J. DALTON. 

Vre inuft fleer as clear as we can of the ap- 
rearance of Party, as I find Minifterial People 
diiculy begin to accufc us with meeting with 
that view, they do you and me much injufticc on 
Lore. 


^3 


Paper XXIX' 
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Paper XXIX. 

Circular Letter from the Rev. C. Wyvili u Sir 
Gi'Orgk Savile, and Members ^ Par- 
liament conneded with the County ^ York. 

Burton-IIall, NoV‘ 291 1779 — near Halttk, 

Sir, 

A Propofal for calling a County Meeting be- 
fore another Sherifl' is appointed, by an 
adveruCement, when it fl>all be figncd by a pro- 
per number of Gentlemen of weight and chi- 
raificr in the (kninty, has been lately made in 
the North- Riding, and has received there and 
in other parts’of Yorkfhire, as much encourage- 
ment as could be expeefed in fo few days. — It 
was the firft intention to apply to the Sheriff 
betore tlic event of his death was known j and 
copies ot the propofed application and adver- 
tifement in the cafe of his refufal to call the 
County, or of his abfcncc attending his Parlia- 
mentary duty, were prepared, and had been 
figned by fevci al Gentlemen ; but that plan being 
fet ahde by his death, an advertifement in fome 
degree dift’erent is now propofed to be publilhcd 
with the fignatnrcs of as many Gentlemen 
fliall honour this attempt with their approba- 
tion and fupport, and before the middle of ne.'^t 
week flull have given authority to infert then 

naine^ 
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names. I therefore beg leave to comnvo^-.f^ate 
to you the advertifcment propolcd, tiJgethcr 
^^\[\\ an account of the plan which has been 
a<Trccd to by. the Gentlemen, if a Meeting 
fliould take place. 

It is willaed, as far as 1 underhand the Gen- 
tlemen, to petition the Houfe of Commons to 
appoint a Committee to enquire into the llate 
ot’ die Civil Lift ; in order that all exorbitant fa- 
!.iri:s to efficient places may be reduced ; and 
ail fin. cure places^ and penfions urwicriied by 
fubic jcrvice may be aboliflicd. In the prefent 
decline of trade and Jand-rents, and thegci eral 
apprchenlion of a heavy addition to the land- 
tax in the North, more efpecially, fuch i mea- 
furc it is believed would be approved hy a large 
majority of this County, and if properly fup- 
ported by an AlToclatioii here and by other 
Counties adopting a fimilar pfin, would proba- 
I 'V prove fucccisfui in another Parliament ; it 
•^ti'tainly would not fail u> have a conficlerable 
ciied at tlic next General Llecdion ; and if once 
tlic fund of corruption were thus reduced, it 
vould be an cafy matter to carry the otlicr Re- 
tpil.Kioiis, annual Parliaments, more County 
Mcin’ocrs, 5:e. whicii are thought neccllary to 
rai -re the freedom of Parliament. A free Par- 
'i'imcnt is no\v, a-, it ever has been in times of 
National diftrefs, the beft, if not the only 
f‘'^pe and refuge of this Country. Mcafuresevi- 
‘~>:ntly tending to that dcfirablc end would meet 
K 4 vdd: 
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witn t?^e general fupport of independent men ; 
by wliofe united afliftance the Conftitiuioa 
might be preferved, and the Houfe of Com. 
mons reftored to the purity of its original 
cftablilliment. 

If this fhould appear to you, Sir, a proper 
and a feafible plan, the honour of your fup. 
port, and an authority to infert your name as a 
iubferiber to the inclofed advertifement, wouki 
be rcceivTd with the highcll fitisfacTion by the 
Gentlemen who promote the undertaking. 

Tlie inclofed paper contains lifts of thole Gen. 
tlemen who have declared in favour of this inca* 
fure, and of thofe who having been applied to 
very lately have not been able to return their 
anfvvor. 

1 am, Sir, with the greateft refpeeft, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL, 


Fitper XXX' 
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Paper XXX. 

Anfwer by Sir George Savile to the Circular 
Letter, Nov. 29, 1779, md addrejDedto 
him and other Members ^Tarliament. 

Liverpool, Dic. lUht 1779. 

Sir, 

■^7 (^1^ naturally be furprifed at the long 
1 interval between the date of the letter 
I luvo liad the honour of from you, and that of 
this anfwcr to it. It will be explained when I 
:u(}uaint you that your letter and packet (which 
w.h lent up to London) did not come to iny 
hands at this place till the other day, although I 
have lince unavoidably let a poft or two Hip 
^viihout acknowledging the receipt of it. I did 
nut lojj a moment in forwarding the inclofed 
h’^tfrs according to their directions, which I 
io'iiid had loll fo mueh time by my abfcnce 
buiu London. Indeed I Hiould have blamed 
' If ^ L-ry mucli, as well as been concerned for 
ahlcnco, if it had been owing to any prL 
' a! a avocation or to thepurfuit of any plea! u res, 
any bufmefs of my own. You will 
h iiowcver, that owing to this delay, tlic four 
in queftion would not reach the Gentle. 
‘ii to whom they were directed, till confidcra- 
' ly alter the 61115 the day mentioned for the 

period 
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peri(5*d^at which you was to form a judgment 
of the propriety of the meafure or probability 
of its fuccefs. 1 judge they would (if in Lon. 
don) receive their letters about this day. 

The prefent lituation of public allairs is fo 
alarming and in fomc refpecis fo ditferentin 
kind as well as in degree from what we have 
had experience of, that 1 confefs to you, I do 
not find it eafy to come to a conclufion in my 
own mind what is bell to be done, or perhaps 
I lliould add (which is full as rational) by xjhm. 
In a courfe of but a fmall number of years, \vc 
have feen a fucceffion of events take place, the 
prophefyof which wouldhave metwith no credit, 
Compare our lituation but a few years ago with 
our lituation now, and the change will appear 
fuch, that I believe one might affirm the odds 
would be againft any fet of men proceeding in 
doing Jq much %vork in fo little a time if it was 
to do again. I feel 1 allure you a very 
liigh fatissfaclion in being able to fay that I do 
not recoiled one fingle inlbmce in which I have 
not to the beft of my power refilled every mea- 
fure that has led us into this lituation. And 
year after year (as things grew evidently worfe 
and worfe) I thought it was impoflible but that 
fhofe from whom we reahe our commiffion ; thoje for 
whom we ore appointed to off ; thefe whofe intends 
we are deley;ated to look after ; and for whofc w'd 
being Government itjef is iniliiuted : I fay 1 thought 
it impoflible but that ih,y would at lall fed 
i:nough to make them enejuire whether every 

thing 
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tfiing ''’3'* One thing however I 

thought I Jaw pretty dearly; that till the pub- 
lic mind was awakened, no change Would take 
j»bcc. Difafter.after diiafter, defeat after defeat, 
.As after lofs,difgracc after difgrace made nomore 
iliil'jrencc in the number on a divilion than the 
rj^uiiients had done before ; or, the prophe- 
i:.s ^vhich had been made of thofe diiatters, 
• and defeats. Nay we are told with great 
:ra\ iiy that the worfe our fuccifs the more likely 
.r Ihck to turn. 

At tlic lame time I entertained an opinion 
wli« r!\cr right or wrong 1 know not) that this 
ii.uil \y 2 left to the feelings of the Country itfclf, 
and th.li no good would be done, but rather hurt 
1 y any of the minority in Parliament afleding to 
t ik(' a lead in it. I therefore fat down (not iatis- 
i :d or tonicnted) but pcrluadcd that there was 
no remedy but wailing till things intolerable^ 
.Old tlicrefbre, would be borne no longer. I 
umain pretty much in that opinion, and that 
it Ihould be your own act and deed. When- 
ever i Meeting is held ^which I prciiiinc will 
I: '.r Jly now be thought of ib loon as mentioned 
ii. \')ur letter) 1 ftiall hold it my duty to attend. 

Uiiiuefs will not be to lay ])efore my Con- 
•'■ ucMls^he melancholy ftatc of public nftairs; 

knows there will be little need of that ; 
' t » confefs with much furrow that I cannot 
them thcfmallcft expeftarion c^fany aipcnd- 
I ‘It from the fpiartcr to which old cuftom 
“ 'liJ raiurally lead them to look. 

Vac 
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Thq terms of the advertifement feem to me 
very proper. The objects of the Meeting ri 
generally explained in your letter may admit or 
more confideration. I fliould entertain doubr^ 
whether the three inquiries there fuggciicd, 
however proper (and liighly fo they arej in 
themfclves, w'ould produce their eltccl: iooii 
enough to meet the prefent emergency, 1 
fear, x\\c exorbiiant fuLirics^ the fmccurcs^ the po:- 
/tons, (to which if you plcafc Twill add the r.'.. 
traefs and other things of like elfecl:,) have al- 
ready done their work and produced that fuuv 
tion which we now be^in to ficl : It is poliiblc 
too, that Ibme of them may be enjoyed by 
who arc to be petitioned to reduce orabolilh ihcir. 

The mere letting or not fetting my name J ) 
the advertifement 1 look upo\i as of no verv 
great con fequencc. 1 incline to think, Itir tin 
rcafon above given, that propriety is on the iul. 
of not doing it. I think if the Country feel, rli' 
Country muft fpcak. U it does not, I wiiii it te 
be filcnt. 1 am as free to declare, that if it dtu'^ 
feci it ought to fpeak, and in the manner wlii Ji 
is mod likely to bring the relief iought for.-^ 
In finall or ordinary matters The people, havr..., 
delegated their powers to their ReprcfeiitaihoN 
would rather difturb than advance the pubL: 
bufinefs by mixing in their Counfels, but thci- 
arc calcs in which, as they have a fupnme r;;; ' ^ 
fo they may h^.yc ^ood caufe to remind thofe 
forget it, •whence the fountain of power fows. 
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Wlien that cafe is, they nauft jud.'-c ! 

I bv no means, when I fat down, ihouglit of 
troubhng you with fo long a letter, but indeed 
j. i, not” afy to bring within a very fliort com- 
Mif' 01 that fuggefts itlelf in a matter of thit) 
ip.[i^‘iutucic iinportAiicc. 

I have the lionour to be, 

Sir, with great regard. 

Your moil: obedient, 

Humble i'ervant, 

G. SAVILE. 


P,.pcr XXXII. 


Aufwcr by the Rev. C. Wvvill to Sir GEorvOS 
Savu^e’s Letter, daiul Dci* i iif\ 1779* 

Bi'RToN'IIam., D.ct'nLr i%f 1777. 

blr, 

I I I e received the honour of your very con- 
lidential communication of Dcc.cjnbcr i uh, 
•inl i beg leave to return yem my ihwinks, in the 
v iri’icii manner, for the ample and unreferved 
‘icclaiation of your fcntiincnts on the fubjcct of 
i ('i)umy Meeting, and the traiduclions propofed 
it. I am happy to be able to allure you that 
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the bufinefs has now a better afpeft, and pro. 
mifes more fuccefs, than could have been ex, 
pcctcd with any reafon, at the time I had the 
honour to mention it to you. The advertife. 
ment has appeared in the York paper, with 
above loo names annexed ; and, I underlhinl, 
many Gentlemen who at lirft flood aloof, and 
for various rcafons declined engaging with 
arc determined to attend the Meeting, and td 
lupport the Petition for a reduclion of the Ci\i! 
Lifl. Among the Yeomanry the fame fplrit 
prevails : I think, therefore, it is beyond a doul: 
the Meeting will be numerous ; — I wifli the rc- 
folutions of it may be alio firm and temperak^ 
notiung elfe can give weight to the mc.ifurc^ 
adopted at it, and produce that union of Indc- 
pendent Men, in fupport of the Conflitution, 
which can alone preierve it in the prefent crifb. 
Tlie unhappy mcafurcs to xviiieli you, Sir, have 
given ib meritorious a rcfiftancc in Parliament, 
have degraded the Nation from that power and 
‘ pre-eminence to which a long fcrics of vvi/’e and 
C4uitablc government had raifed it. The work 
of wifdom and equity, for more than one age, 
^ has been aftoniihingly undone in a few yea; > 
by folly and opprcfllon. ENGLAND mufl be 
an impoveriflicd Country ; I fear no human 
wifdom can retrieve our affairs in that refpcci ; 
110 fucccls in war can compenfate the expenecs 
of It, nor any dexterity in ncgociation recover 
the Country we have loft j but I conceive there 
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'X probability, that improvements in our Con* 
If^uiion may now be obtained, which it would 
have been ridiculous to expe^ in times of 
greater National cafe and profperity. If thofe 
improvements are held out to the Public, un- 
rn' \'cdwith matter of a more difputable nature, 
and free from every meafure which may be 
liable to the imputation of Party, I trull there is 
ftiil fullicient vigour and public fpirit left in this 
Kingdom to form a Country Party able to cope 
with the Crowm, and to lave the Conftitution. 
dlicfo were tlic view's with w'luch a very private 
Indi\ idual ventured to propole a Meeting of the 
C'ounty, to petition Parliament to abridge the 
l.Ut, Your general approbation of the 
iv’oi [;lves him the greateft encouragement to 
ho[v», that fonie public good may be the confe- 
quciue of tills propofition, vrlicn more maturely 
coniidcred and correclcd by the advice of Gen- 
tlemen of mor(' e\reriencc and better judgment 
in public bufincfs. On this account I am moft 
hq-])y {(> hnd tiicrc is rcaroii to hope the Meet- 
in;^ will be honoured wdth your attendance, 
V ' \Ja will certainly give it the greateft weight 
•’•r.d dignity, and will he of moil ellential advan- 
J ’o'' in conducting the refolutions of the Mect- 
with propriety, and to fomc purpofc of 
h^iicral utility. 

1 once more beg leave to exprefs my grateful 
"‘^*iiiowlcdgmcnts of the confidence with v/hich 

you 
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you have been pleafed to honour me ; and te 
affure you, Sir, that I am, in the fullcft and moil 
exteniive fenfe of the words, 

Your moft faithful and 

Obedient humble fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 


Paper XXXL 

Letter by Sir Georok Savii.e lo the Rev. C, 
Wyvux. 

Liyerpool, Deatr.ber 17, 17 79* 

Sir, 

1 Troubled you with a longifli letter the olhci* 
day on the fubjed of tlie propofed Mcctm ; 
at York; which letter I hope you have be to:' 
this time received. I have fiiicc heard that the 
day of meeting is fixed for tlic 30th, and 1 pn • 
pofe to have the honour of paying my duty 
there. I learn by letter from London, that my 
friend Mr, Hartley has moved (or given notify 
that he fliould move) for a bill to fecure better 
the independence of Parliament, by incapacita- 
ting certain Placemen to fit ; This falls in wltl: 

a part 
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^ lurt of the plan as. you explained it to me ; i 
III!- in lb hir as it tends to IcUcii that corruption 
wiiich is indeed the original caule of the evils 
we complain ot. 

I wrote my lad letter in fomc haftc; and 
indeed it is nearly the fame cafe now, having 
pretty conftant occupation. 

I am, Sir, witli great regard. 

Your moll obedient and 

Moll humble iervant, 

G. SAVILE. 


Paper XXXIII. 

Aniwcr by Sir Clcil Wkay to the Circular 
Letter athircJIcd to him and other Members of 
Parliainem. 

Sir, 

T-live received the favour of yours, and I 
* iiuirely colnculc with you in fenti-nents 
I " prtient critical fltuation of public affairs, 
on your propofed meafurc to put them into 
>^Ucr train. — Far, though from being finguine 
my expeftations, that any immediate good- 
be the refult of your endeavours. 

■ IK. L 


The 
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The property I poffefs in, the County of Yorl;, 
thougli fuflicient to entitle me a I'reeiiolder, i, 
not of that magnitude to give me any lead in 
luch an undcriaking. If however you fhoelj 
be of opinion, that the name of fo final] a I'rcc. 
holder %vill add any weight to the adverti!.:. 
incnt, you arc fully authorifed to Infert n.y 
name hi fo rcrpcctable a lifi as you appear t.. 

il.lVC. 

With the finccrcft wlfhcs of fuccefs, 

I rtir.uin, your very humble fcrviint, 
CECIL WRAY. 


l)rc. 8 , 1770 , Summcr-Castlf. 


Paper XXXIV. 

Anfwcr by C. Torntr, Tlq; to th; Cireulv 
Letter aJJnfd to bim and other Member,: 
Parliament. 

Dami s-s I RI FT, tht ^ ' ' 

Dear Sir, 

Y OU will fee by the indofed note from 
George Savilc, the realbn of rny not 
fwcvhig vour letter of the agth ofNovemW' 

^ ' loeiA- 
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i.vr.ci. It is impoffiblc for me to fay, what is 
inopci* and poilibie to do in the terrible dilemma 
{0 which the Legiflature has reduced this once 
i'lcM and glorious Empire. SJiort Parliamcnls 
more equal Rcprclcntation, I agree with 
and the late Lord Chatham, arc the only 
means to reftore lafety to the State ; yet, un- 
..'iiltitutional parliamentary power is fo plea- 
hut and prevalent, that I believe an attempt to 
r.forin it, would be equally oppol'cd by both 
in the two Houles of Parliament, and 
\()U may be Aire, Agents of the Crown coin- 
iiionly called the King’s Friends, would leave no 
H! nac e or bribe unexcrcifed to damp. I laving 
liitl tlnis much, I leave the infertion of my name 
t.) your difcrction, obferving at the fame time 
tint rollcc'livcly fpcaking I am a culprit. No 
;;o«kI I verily believe can be done but by the 
People, ,ind whether they ha\e yet fuflicicntly 
irir If) rouzetliein from their lethargy you mufl 
1 the Left judge, witliout wdiicli a fruitlefs at* 
tcuipt may throw damp on fo good a caufe. 

1 pii's iny Chriftmas Holidays wiili Mr. 
■'Imtilrworth, at Afton, near Derby, w'hcrc I fliall 
I'c i;l.ul to hear further from you, and beg to be 
' iitiiUrcd in the mean-time — 

My Dear Sir, 

Your moll obliged. 

And very obedient fervant, 

C. TURNER- 


L r 


Paper XXXV. 
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Paper XXXV. 

Anfwcr by Lord John Cavendish to the Cir. 
cular Letter addrcJJ'cd to him and other Members 
of Parliaincnt. 

Londo: 4 , December 13, 17;,. 

Sir, 

I Did not receive the favour of your letter i t 
November SQih, till the Kill poll, or I ihouli 
fooner have returned you my thanks for it. 

There certainly never was a time whieli mi r. 
called for the intcrpofition of the Country, tiri!‘ 
•theprdent: and as Lir as I am a judge, ll - 
point v hich is meant for the principal objecc n 
the intended addrefs leems well cholen. A' 
yemr letter was fo long in coming, 1 Ihould lup* 
pofc the advertifement was already publilh^ L 
but if it is not, I ihould think it better tl.ai i 
was not figncd by any Member of rariiainci.i* 
as well bccaufe they are in fomc mcafurc parla^ 
concerned, as that all they ^^ho wilh to detm : 
from the weight of what is done at fucha Mo • 
ing, will cncieavour to inhnuatc that it bad 
origin in London; it is very particular tliat ‘ 
motion to the lame cllecl hacl been made in t 
Houfc of Lords, lince the mcafurc was agru^* 
upon in Yorkihirc, but before the account c t i' 
had got hither. ^ ,, 
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I fhall certainly endeavour to be at the 
Meeting. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moll obedient, 

And moll humble fervant, 

J. CAVENDISH. 


Ri/cr XXXVL 

Anfu'er /;y John Lee, Efq; Circular Letter 
uJ irrfjcj lo him and other Members of Parlia- 
incnl. 


Lincoln’s Ikn Fii lds, 14 Dicemb.r^ 1779. 

Dear Sir, 

ArOlJR letter which is dated the 29II1 
X November, did not come to iny hands 
till l.i(t Sunday morning, which delay was oc- 
^ ci ned by its coming lirh to London, then to 
‘ I’pool, and fo back again hither j 1 think it 
i’i"pcr to ilcite this, Icaft I Ihould appear to h:’vc 
guilty of an omiflion, touching a letter 
' • - 'U ii I much approve from a Gentleman whom 
^ .Tcatly refpccl. I have been for a great wliile 
---ccdingly furprized at the Hate of men’s 
L 3 minds 
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minds in ihc Country, jnci though it Is panlv, 
and indeed in a conrulcrahle degree to he ac- 
counted Tor, on the one hand by the prevalence 
of luxurious manners whicli waltc the means 
of fubfiilancc, and produce dcpcndancc and 
every fpccies cf cringing ^jbfcquinufncrs ; and 
on the other by the inlluencc of the Crown’s 
power, which the unfortunate ivitem of con* 
tinual borrowing without ever paying, has 
cauic'd to be fo enoriiious, as juilly to alarm 
every man who can look to the probable confe- 
(|uentcs ot things; yet, powerful as thefc caul'cs 
arc, neither they nor any other that I can dillimfily 
Hate, fcein fidlicienlly to account for all the ap- 
pcaranccs hetorc us. Gentlemen of landed pro- 
perty lind their cHates finking, their d'enants 
quitiing, their Mortgages dillrcTiing them be- 
yond the ex ample of any time now remembered, 
Mercliaiits lind trade declining, credit langulfh- 
ing, Tdaiuifaaurors in great numbers iille and 
unemployed, of courfe great part of the pvo- 
<luce of 1‘dtates in fuch Countiics, fwallowed up 
in increaling Poor Rates for the maintenance 
of tliofc ufck I's hands, that were lately the u caltli 
and hrength of our Kingdom. C)ur Nation 
lately the moil illuitrious and powerful in th^ 
world, ini'. loft miliions of its moft vigorou'' 
iubjecN, wiio inil ead of conllituting a main pare 
of tlic Puldic Force of our Country, arc con- 
verted intt) its bitter Enemies, and are leagued 
with the great Monarchs of Europe to ddiroy 
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Our neighbour Kingdom, Ireland, difclaims 
our authority., takes up arms to tiefenu hcrl’cH 
it, and fcorning the humility oF hippli- 
tiiion, demands, and fuccefsf’ully too, with 
liauglity imperioulhers, ten times more than wo 
retuied very lately to the prclling Folicitations 
ol lier Friends. — Hut there is no end oF tliis 
dianal fui)jed. — All things have gone wrong, 
but in no reFped in my mind lb wrong as in 
thi'*, that the I’ublic cares little about it. k 
Iconic to me as iF our Governors were highly 
plc.ildl with this general apathy in the body of 
the People, which 1 think Monrci({uieu ealK the 
inouriiFul liicncc oFa City that the Enemy is 
about to ftorm, I am glad however tliat you 
aTul Fcveral others oF my w^ortiiy Friends and 
( ')untrymcn are oF another opinion, and are 
letting )ourlelvcs in carneft to coiintcrad the 
inill'hieFoF I'ucli a temper. The hrft (^bjccl of 
yi)ur Meeting, the inquiry into the Itate of the 
( nil Lift, is in my judgmeiU a point of great 
iir.pnnaiicc and ncccfllty, not only as a mode 
oj'Qsconomy (which is always laiidalde but: 
now a!)folutcly i ndi fjx*n/ible) but a.i a Pefbrm 
our Conftitution, by rcftorlng to men tbac 
liberty of thinking and acTing which it is 
in \ain to look for in thole that are ftal l.y 
the crumbs that fall from another’s tal)le. I 
p'-reelve you Iiavc in view jbme other (tb{C‘l'* 
n.r.incciiately refpeding the ConftiiLUion (/t Par.. 
hament. It is a \ erv great and weighty fulqcci: 

■ d;e 



[ m ] 

the difcuffion of which I am very unequal.-^ 
But having had as much knowledge as moft men 
of the theory and pradice of modern Eledions, 
I will trouble you with a few words about it : 
I have often in my imagination indulged a wilh 
that all Members of Parliament were returned 
by the Counties and great Towns ; not that I 
think fuch a regulation if it •were now to take 
place would produce any good effe^ : On the 
contrary, fo much have I feen of this Minifterial 
influence and its powerful operation, that 1 have 
often faid that were the power of the Crown 
exerted to the utmoft to turn any County 
Member out of Parliament, it is my opinion the 
objeft would be attained except perhaps in the in- 
ftance of Sir George Savile,whofe excellent under 
Handing, and public and private virtue form a 
character that would be a great Angularity in any 
age, and feems to be a prodigy in this. According- 
ly, whenever I have attended contefts of the fort 
alluded to, (as I have often done) it has either 
happened, that the Perfon efpoufed by tlic 
Court has obtained a very complete victory, or 
the party contending againft the power of the 
Court has been fo difabled by the wounds re- 
ceived in the firft engagement, that they could 
never have the heart to make another attack, of 
which I can give many ruinous inftances. 

Indeed it is obvious that it muft be fo, for the 
Crown’s influence is aconflant unceaflng energy 
that never is impsured, whereas the power op- 

pofed 
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pofed to it, fliews itfelf in a violent effort that 
cxhaufts itfelf in the firft ftruggle, and cannot 
ibon rife again. If I could previoufly fee all 
undue influence removed from Eleftions, I 
ihould be more reconciled to the idea of flioft 
Parliaments ; but I think the Crown would get 
a great deal of power inflead of lofing it by any 
fuch alteration, I mean as things ftand at pre- 
font. I intended to have written you a great 
deal more, but 1 am called off by other engage- 
ments, and will only add my hearty wifhes that 
good may come of your Meeting, and particu- 
larly that a dilinterefted zeal to promote the 
flignity and "Liberty of our Country may pre- 
^'dl in the minds of thofe who compofe it. I 
loud a line to the York Tavern, to fignify that 
1 fhall not be able to attend you, as I am trou- 
bled with a Chronical Heart-Burn, which makes 
flatli proper for me, and I have no opportunity 
but this fliort vacation of trying the waters of 
place, otherwife I Ihould certainly fee no 
^>bjcdion to my meeting you but my own in- 
dgnificancc. 

1 am, Dear Sir, 

With great refpeft and efteem, 

'Your moft obedient fervant, 

JOHN LEE. 


Paper JXVm. 
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Paper XXXVII. 

jitter from C. Turner, Efqj io the Rev. C. 
Wyvill. * 


. Davies-street, 1779. 

Dear Sir, 

Y OU may be fure I lhall be at York the 
30th or before, the Dukes of Devonfliirc, 
Rutland, and 1 fhould hope the Lords Rocking- 
ham, Effingham, Egremont, and many Mem- 
bers will be there. I like your plan of Parlia- 
mentary Redrefs wdth temperance, but without 
a Heady fupport from the People I doubt the 
fuccefs. Every County and every man that 
eyes fees the evil ; but the Crown influence i.^ 
fo fearching that refilling it with cflecT:, without 
blood is next in my eye to a miracle, for the 
People, wdiofe converfation you would think 
the moll patriotic arc the deepcll immerged in 
corruption, poverty may do what I am lure 
affluence never can. I have a hope that a cer- 
tain defeription of arillocratic men wdio h.ive 
thus far confidcrcd the emoluments and pa- 
tronage of the Country, as due wages for having 
baniihed the Stuarts and arbitrary Power, 
that by thefc means they have engroflbd a more 
dangerous cngincin the hands of the Crown, than 

* A Copy of Mr. Wyvill’s Letter to Mr. IJorser, to 
this is an Aufwci, ha not been found. 

was 
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was ever poffefled by our former Kings. And 
I now Sir, certainly believe that feveral of them 
with whom I am acejuainted, are convinced of 
their errors and are now convinced that their 
true weight and confequence muft be co-exiftent ’ 
with the People’s Rights. My too ardent 
whiles may bias my judgment in this mod 
elTcntial point perhaps, but I fee no other pro- 
bable fuccefs for the avowed neceflliry redrefs, 
but this mode #f conduct ; for let the perfedeft 
union poiliblc of all friends and well withers to 
the Conftitution be ever fo foon effeded, it will 
have enough to refill the weighty and exorbi- 
tant patronage Government pofleffes. 

1 am, really and truly 
Your obliged fervant, 

C. TURNER. 


Ptf/rr, XXXVIir. 

Anfwcr by Edwin Lascblles, Efq; to the Se- 
cond Circular hoitex dated November 29, 1779. 

Hare Wood-House, December the ai/?, 1779. 
Sir, 

I Got home only laft night from London, 
where I have been fince the Meeting of Par- 
attending my duty. 

Yr 
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Your favour without a date I found upon 
iny arrival. This being the firft opportunity I 
had to acknowledge it, I am glad to embrace, 
and to return you my fincere thanks for the 
intimation you have been pleafed to give me, 
of the fubject that is propofed to be recom- 
mended at the Meeting on the 30th inftant, at 
York. I agree with you and am fully con- 
vinced that the moft rigid and ftrideft CEco- 
nomy, in every department Government, 
never was more neceffary than at the prelent 
alarming crifis, and therefore be aflured that as 
an Independent Freeholder, fubjed to no con- 
troul whatever, I Ihall be ready to concur in 
giving my humble aid and afliftance, to fuch 
falutary and effcdual meafures as are likelieft 
to produce the defired effed. 

1 have the honour to be, 

"With refped and eftcem, Sir, 

Your obedient and moft humble fervant, 
EDWIN LASCELLES. 


In thli Number feme letter* have been permitted at the Editor’* rf* 
queft, to be inferted, the appearauce of which wa« important on do 
other account than merely to ihow the early activity of thofeOenfic* 
»trt, by whom the letter* alluded to were written in fupport of the 
nieaAire* propofed. If good refultcd from their exertion* to the 
which feems not to be doubted, it i» fit the Public fhould be 
tkularly apprised to whom they were chiefly indebted for it. — -T 
anfwcr by Henry Pcirfe, Efq; to the Circular Letter, which was re- 
ceived before the Meeting ha* not been found. This i« a 
ciicamftance to the Editor; who, without fearing the imputation 
partiality from hi* friendfliip for that Gentleman, declare* hi* hi;h 
opinion of the fumnefs and diiintercfled teal with which he fuppor*^® 
the caufe of Coaflitutiooal Liberty, on this, and many fubfequent oc- 
cafloni." 

Numb£R.X^^‘ 
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Paper !• 

Letter from Dr. A. Hunter to the Rev, C« 
Wyvill. 


Dear Sir, 

F rom a perfed convlcHon of the propriety 
of the Petition, I am anxious to fee every 
thing removed that can draw down an argu- 
nient againft it. Many perfons, of no mean 
diftindlion, objed to the fecond Refolution, as 
conveying a ‘‘ threatening,*^ attended with 
Something like hoftility,*’ in cafe the prayer 
Ihould not be granted. If I remember right, 
you expreffed a different idea of the matter 
'vhen you honoured me with your company on 
Monday laft ; but as it is taken otherwife by 
tome perfons, it would in my opinion, be 
"'ell to have this objed removed. I.amfen- 
f^ble that the objeclion will be improved upon 
by the enemies of the Petition, and f Ihould 

think 
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think myfelf wanting in refpecT: to your pa. 
triotic fcrvices, if I declined communicating the 
above, in hopes that the matter will be fet right 
by an explanatory advertifement. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your very affeftionate fervant, 

A. HUNTER. 

YoiR, January i, 1780. 


Paper II. 

Letter from the Rev. C. Wyvill to Dr. A. 
Hunter. 


Burton-Hall, January 7, 1780. 

Dear Sir, 

I Can with great truth anfwer for myfelf, that 
my views are ftridly and folcly Conftitu- 
tional. I wilh to fee fome reformation of great 
public abufes propofed ; I wifh to fee fuch honeft 
propofals, from whatever quarter they may 
come fupported with decency and temper, and 
by means perfectly pacific, and conformable to 
Law and the Conftitution. The Petition lately 
agreed to by the County, aims at correfting an 
abufc which, I believe, may well be confidcred 

as 
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as the root of almoft all our grievances. No- 
thing can be more oppofite to found policy, as 
wclUs every idea of morality, than adopting 
corruption as the principle of Government. 

By fuch miftaken policy the wealth of the Na- 
tion, which ought to be applied to the National 
defence, is wafted in donatives to worthlefs in- 
dividuals ; and when many of thefe individuals 
arc Members of that Houfe, from which the 
people exped protection of their Liberties, the 
integrity of the Houfe itfelf fufters fome diminu- 
tion in the Public eftimation, and difrefped of 
the Legiflature muft then unavoidably take 
place. So far as the Petition may aft'cci: the 
fund of corruption, I truft it will have the ap. 
probation of rational men of every defeription 
of party in this County. I underftand, indeed, 
it ib not the Petition which is objefted to, but 
the apprehended means of fupporting it. Once * 
more, therefore, 1 beg leave to alTure you, Sir, 
but 1 have not a view which is not pacific, and 
agreeable to Law and the Conftitution. If 
Gentlemen are hurt by the term, AJociaim^ I 
'villi fome other lefs-offenfive word was fub- 
ftituted in its place. But all that is really meant, 
as far as I am acquainted with the feniimcnts of 
the Committee, is to fupport the Petition, by 
^^gaging nft to Vote for any Candidate for a 
feat in Parliament at any future Election, who 
''ill not promife to fupport the Reform re* 
^I'^efted by the Petition. After that point is 

obtained, 
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obtained, if the County fliould apply to fhorten 
the duration of Parliament, or get more County 
Members, the lame mode of lupport will cer- 
tainly be propofed. 

Heads of an AlTociation to that effeft were 
read at the previous Meeting, but withdrawn, 
to be more maturely confidered. Probably that 
paper may foon be publilhed ; and it will, I hope, 
convince the world that the propofed mode of 
fupporting the Petition is as harmlcfs and peace- 
able as the objed of the Petition is dclirabic j 
and, in the prefent aifis, necefl'ary for the w cl- 
fare of our Country. 

I cannot clofe this long letter without return- 
ing you my beft thanks for the opportunity you 
have given me, to explain myfelf on this im- 
portant fubjed; I hope to your fatishiclion, 
and particularly to the fatisfadion of thofe 
Gentlemen who exprefled to you their difap- 
proval of the intended Affociation. 1 have no 
objedions to the communication of this letter 
wherever you think fit, 

» I am, Dear Sir, with great refped, 
Yourmoft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 


Paper lU* 
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Fa^er III. 

Letter /rm Dr. A. Hunter io fhe Rev. C. ’ 

WVVILL. 

» York» i 78 Qi»^ 

Dear* Sir, ^ 

A ccept my bed thanks for your obliging 
letter, and though I am perfeftly fatisfied 
tiiat the Second Refolution was meant, by all 
the Gentlemen concerned, to convey fentiments 
very different from hoftility,” yet I cannot but' 
lament that a different interpretation continues 
to be put upon the words by perfons redding^ 
at a remote diftance. To remove effeftually^ 
fuch a dangerous impreffion, it would, in my^ 
humble opinion, be right to infert an exphnat* 
tory paragraph in the York Newfpapers, under 
the authority of the Committee. “ An Affocia- 
tion upon legal and conftitutional grounds,'* ' 
'Vila one fet of men, means one thing ; with 
lather men, it has a different fignification. Hence 
it becomes abundantly ncceffary, that the king. 
^‘Om at large fliould know our interpretation.— 

1 vviih you all manner of fuccefs in the good 
'vork you have begun, and am happy to find, 
that many remote Counties intend to follow the 
laudable example of the B'recholders of the 
County of York. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your very affeftlonate fervant, 

V • A. HUNTER. 

,M Fa^erlV. 
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Paper IV. 

Letter /mi Dr. Hunter to the Rev. C. VJyviii, 

York, January 19, 178c. 

Dear Sir, 

I Havc read with great fatisfacUon a p:|ragi^ph 
in the T wk Chronicle^ explanatory^ of the 
words “ An Affociation upon legal and confti- 
tutional grounds/' being part of the Second 
R^folution of the General Meeting. They who 
have attempted an explanation of the fentence 
by turning over their diftionaries for the mean- 
ing of the word Affociation/' have, in my 
humble opinion, gready miftaken the method. 
The whole of the fentence muft go together.— 
^ou have done it handfolpely, ^nd with judge- 
ment; for which fervice the Public Hand much 
indebted to you. I wife you the full reward of 
your zeal in a caufe that has already done you 
fo much credit, 

And am, with great truth, 

Your very affedionatc fervant, 

A. HUNTER. 


V. 

Letter fnm tht Rev. C. Wyvill to the Hon. 
; * Charlbs Jambs Fox. 

Albirmarlb-strsit, Feh * 15, 

Sir, ^ 

I Have juft received the honour of your letter 
' of this day, communicating the Refolutions 



E *>9 3 , 

the Weftminfter Cbramittee ; by which they 
are pleafed to admit the Chairmen of other 
Committees honorary Members'of theirs ; and 
invite me particularly to attend their next 
Dinner Meeting. I am very fenfible of the 
honour the Committee have done me, and b^ 
they will accept my moft grateful acknowledge- 
ments.— But from the multiplicity of bufinefe 
1 am engaged in ; being already a Member of 
two County Committees, 1 fear, I muft b^ td 
decline attending the Committee of Weftminfter. 
1 am much concerned that unavoidable engage- 
ments muft prevent my having the honour to 
dine with the Committee to-morrow. 

I fliall be happy to confer with you, Sir, on 
the fubjeff of the intended Affociations, and 
will either wait upon you to-morrow morning 
at half an hour after ten, or elfe hope to havd 
the honour to fee you here at that time. 

I am, Sir, &c. C. WYVILLi 


Paper yi. 

Card Jm hj C. Turner, F.fq; io the Weftmin- 
fter Committee. 

M r. Wyvill begs leave to decline attending 
the Weftminfter Committee; He is ex- 
tremely fenfible of the honour done him but 
from his knowledge of the fentiments of the 
independent iGentlemen of Yorkfhirc, he con- 
^.^vcs it prefer and adviM»le for him to take this 
; he ever conceives himfclf pledged to do 

tdnujrj aS, 

M z Paper Vll. 



[ »8o 3 


Paper VIL 

Letter from the Rev. C. Wyvill to Vifcount 
Mahon. 


AlbermarlExStreet, FtA i8. 1783. 

My Lord, 

M y objedion is not perfonally to Mr. Fox, 
but as 1 ihted it laft night to your Lord- 
ftip, to all great Partizans and Parliamentary 
Leaders of either Houfe. — The reafon is an ob- 
vious one ; the Public is jea}ous of fuch Wen, 
arid their interference in the moft important 
bufinefs of the Petitioners .would give it an air 
of party, to which I muft withhold *my confent. 
It would be a matter of much difficulty I fear, 
to obtain any reafonable affurance from Perfons 
of . that deferiptioHj that they would decline 
being appointed or afting as Deputies. But if 
fuch Tatisfaclory affurance can be obtained, 1 
think it might be proper in that cafe, for the 
Gentlemen at the St.* Alban's Tavern to refeind 
tbeir Refolution of February 24th, cfpecially as 
fome of them have hefitated to circulate it ; and 
to exprefs the whole, in a lefs difagrceable mode, 
in two Refolutions fimilar to thofc I have the 
honour to inclofc for your Lordfhip's perufah \ 

But 

t The Parliamentary Lc-idcrs alluded to in Ibis letter, felt the 
force of the objedion here ftated ; and dehfted from their 
to fit in the Firft Meeting of Deputies.— *On the other hand, the 

popul^ 
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But I think it neceffary to declare diftinMy; 
that if any Perfon of the clafs above-defcribed, 
ihould be appointed a Deputy, and ad in that 
capacity, I ihall withdraw myfelf from that 
Meeting. , 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordftiip’s moft obedient fervant, 
C. WYVILL. 

P. S. I take it for granted in what I iWe 
faid above, that the propofcd Deputed Gobi- 
raittee will be diffolved before the ?5th of 
March. 

I'opular Agents 4 tnftcd from their endeavours to obtain an c*# 
tlufion of all Members of Parliament froip that Meeting* being 
faisfied a conceflion which fecured that Aflcmbly from % 
ynputaiion of being a mere Inarument of Party ; which would 
ii.ivt been fatal to the Caule of Political Reformation. The two 
Kefolutions communicated to j4ord hf9hon, were adopted by the 
'Iceting at the St. Alban’s Tavern, on Uic a8th of February 1 780, 
and in confcquence of their adoption, the Ficlt Meeting of Oeph* 
was held foon after, in the m^ner propofed. 


Paper: mi 

I-«ter /nm David Hart^lev, Efqj it tbe.Kev. 
C. Wyvitt. 


I 


OoLOEN-squAaE, AforrA aa, 1780. 

Dear Sir,^ 

Send you the letter addrefied to yourfelf, as 
firft promoter of all the good that we 
M 3 may 
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may in &tu?e expeft either for Reibrmatiox 
6c Peace. I cannot cxprc6 to yon how earneft 
I am upon Peace with America;* Truce is cer- 
takly the moft obvious artd the mildeft way.— 
If you could *recdmmei\4 that Syftem to adoption 
through your influence, you will be the greatcft 
Friend to your Country and to Mankind. I 
cnclofe the terms of negociation which I pro- 
pofed laft year as ftated in Parliament. 

‘ I think the authority of the People of England 
is required to fupport any point of fuch mag- 
nitude, and as it were to cUreft the way to their 
Reprefenfatives,-^ — I Ihould be moft happy to 
he ill any degree an inftrument to^that end. I 
‘heartily wifli you heajth and fuccefs in all your 
'Imdcrtaldngs. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your's moft fincerely, 

D. HARTLEY. 

P. S. I inclofe to you a copy of the Motion 
,whi^ 1 made yefterday for a Bill to exclude 
certain Placemen from Parliament. Sir George 
^Savile icepnded the motiom 


Paper IX* 
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Paper IX. 

Letter /ram David Hartley, Efq; to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Alfociation if the 
County ^York. 

Londoni Marth i;8o. 

Dear Sir, 

r lE univerfal concurrence of all parts of ^ 
this Kingdom, who have followed the 
laudable example of the County of York, in 
promoting principles of Public ceconomy, and 
in recommending a fyftem of adtive vigilancp 
and vigorous exertions in the feveral depart* 
ments of the State, is the moft honourable and * 
fatisfaclory teftimony of Public grkitude, to 
thofe worthy and refpeftable Charafters who 
have flood foremoft in the Public caule. This 
fyftem has proved doubly fortunate in its ope- 
ration, not only in the primary effedf, of efta- 
blifhing the rights, of the Public at lar^c^ td 
require from their Reprefentatives in Parlii- 
inent, the moft rigid fru^ity in the expendttuxi^ 
of Public money, butxnoft principally by draw- 
ing the National attention unanimoufly to this 
one objedf, of concerting fome future fyftem of 
wife and prudent meafures which may extricate 
this Nation with honour and lafety, from thofe 
numerous embamffments under which we 
labour at prefent. In this object the moft per- 
M 4 feft 
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fieft unanimity prevails now. Land^, Manu. 
fa&ures, and Commerce are all equally in- 
tafcfted. Their all is now at flake. The enor- 
mous Debts and Taxes which have been accu. 
nmlated upon us, fince the commencement of 
the prefent unfortunate War, are almoft beyond 
mcafure. The annual Intereft of the National 
Debt at the be^nning of the War was feme- 
thing more than Four Millions* It is now more 
than Six Millions ; and even if we ihould tab 
the fliortefl road to put an end to the War, I 
am ferry to fay that our prefent outftanding 
Debts, and the Expences which arc now running 
onv will foon bring it up to an annual Rent- 
Charge of ^ight Millions. It will be flill more 
' if we flill go on farther. It is therefore time 
to confider now thb Nation may fland under an 
annual Rent-Charge of Eight Millions Sterling, 
for the intereft of our accumulated National 
Debt more efpeciaUy when the certain eftefl 
of the greatnefs of that Debt, and the almd't 
infupportable weight of that annual charge, 
nrnft be a grievous depreflion of the National 
Rent Roll of this Kingdom. Taxes upon Tax^ 
purfuc us to our mofl interior domeilic receifes 
without fparing the Tenant or Cottager any 
more than the - Landlord. . Seven Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds per annum fir ever^ is mort- 
gaged for the current fervtce of this ftngle year 
of the War; and double that annual fum for 
nearly) will be flill farther necefiary to be laid 

upon 
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upon the Lmd 0^vtler, the Merchant, and the 
Mahufadurer, for the pret'ent enormous omu 
Ihnding Debts, and fuch .expences as muft be 
incurred only by one year’s longer continuance 
of the* War, * \ ’ 

Thefe things require our moft ferious re^ 
ilcclion, Jjnd call upon us to confider our 
liiuition in rcfpe(^ to that War,‘which jias, and 
hill mult continue, in an encrealing incalure, to 
involve us in endlefs Debts, Taxes, ajtid Ruin;, 
we mdft at all evients lupport oum? National 
honour by the moll vigorous exertions, -without, 
Ihrinking, but furcly in fpeh a complicated War 
as this is, if we can make any equitable olfe|ia> 
of Treaty to any of the Parties, common 
ilence calls upon us to ufc our endeavours t<|> 
unravel by negociation the Combination of 
Powers now acting againft us^ That thei^^ 
does exift a moft formidable confederacy againft. 
this Country is too true. The Houfe of Uour-: 
bon have formed that confederacy, and America? 
is involved in it. But I do not think that if r 
can be imputed to America, to have been adive 
in feeking and forming a confederacy againftl 
this Country, upon any other motive ot\ their ^ 
part, than what appeared to fhem to ^ifc.from 
the ncceffity of fclf-dcfence. Let ; usr therefore/ 
W underftood not to apply the chargt^ of a con-^> 
fedcracy againft thi# Country fjjecifically tcf.. 
America, who has evidently been driven into 
with reluchmcc. Permit me therefore to/uggefe 

a few 
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t few conciliatory fentimenft upon this fubjc£t 
If it Should appear that America has proceeded 
^th regret and reludance into Foreign con- 
neidons, I think the chief ground of irritation 
would be removed, and an obvious road would 
be laid open to facilitate the, reftoration of Peace 
and National reconcilement between Great- 
Britain and America. 

The Americans about two years ago formed 
A drfenjive eventual alliance with the Court of 
France. 'Hie event upon which that eventual 
alliance was become pofitive and to take effed, 
was the continuation of the War by the Britifli 
Slttttftry. Now furely there cannot be two 
things in the world more different from each 
Other, than a defenfive eventual alliance, for their 
Ijiwn fecurity in cafe of the continuation of the 
War, and the charge of forming a Confederacy 
a|[ainft Great*Britain. A Confederacy is *an 
offenfive aft, not a defenfive one. The league 
bf Cambray in former days againft the State of 
-Venice, was a Confederacy. The league againft 
the King of Pruffia in the be^nning of the late 
was a Confederacy. The late league for 
the divifion of Poland, was a Confederacy.— 
JBut a dtfenjke eventual alliance, formed by 
America for their final feturity, juft at a mo* 
ment of time when the* Britife Miniftry pre- 
tended to conciliatory propofitions j and while 
Ijkmerica was in fufpence as to tlifcit fmeerity, 
‘iflliance was only to take cffec'f even- 
* ‘ - tualiy 
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ttially tfpon the prdof of the infinccrity of the 
Britilh Miniftry by the continuation ofrthe 
War, can never be called a Confederacy agsunft 
this Country. This indeed is the language 
which the Miniftry have held out in .the King’s 
Speech, at the opening of the prefent $effion ^of 
Parliament, and they are at this moment tth 
deavouring td inveigle the Nation into the 
continuation of the American War, under this 
pretext of a fuppofed American Confederacy*-^ 
Their motives are obvious, they wifl^to inftigatd 
the continuance of the American Wan But 
furely on the part of thofe who wifli the reftora* 
tion of Peace, or any future friendly conndsthM 
with America, it would have a more conciliatory 
efiect to avoid words' of crimination, wbi^ . 
cannot fail to revive the memory of, all the 
grievances and mutual reproaches during^ the ’ 
conteft. Let all fuch aggravations be con» 
figned to oblivion. 

There is every rational ground of argument 
to hope, that j>y generous and temperate manage*** 
went on the part of this Nation, America may 
reconciled to this Country, and prevented 
from forming any perpetual Alliance with 
Prance. Their obligations to France are ]imited» 
and as fuch, may be fttisfied and dUchargedr^ 
France cannot have been ignorant that America 
has been excefively harraffed by the continual 
tion of tho War, the feat of which is their 
own Country} and yct’k is apparent to all' the 

world. 
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worWj that France might long ago have put an 
co4to that part of the War which has been 
moft'diftrefling to America, if they had chofen 
fip to do. Let the whole fyftem of France be 
confidered from the very beginning, down to 
the late rctreat from Savannah, and I think that 
it is impofliblc to put any other conftruclion 
tipoQ it but this, viz. That it is, and always has 
b^cii, the deliberate intention and objecl of 
Erai^ce« for purpofes of their own to encourage 
the continifiltion of tl^e War in America; in 
the Jiopes of exhaufting the ftrength and re- 
ipMrees of this Country, and of deprelling the 
of America. If fuch has been the 
t^ducl;^ of France, let the reverfe of this policy 
be , the guide ipf our conducl. Let us hold out 
^ conciliatory hand and a cordial ofier of Peace 
America feel that the People 
0^ England are not their Enemies, Let them 
fecl chatdigy have no Enemies in this Country 
but ^ implacable and vindidive Miniftry, and 
let Jlie rcfult be a reconciliation and federal 
umou between Grcat-Britain and America.— 
to effeft this is plain and broad before 
ua|,we have but to go ftrait for^yard, and we 
cannot nuli the way. It is no more than this— 
to make in the firft Place a pbin and iincere offer 
of Peace to America (bepnning perhaps with a 
iruce and Ceflation of Arms, fora fuflicient 
length 5)^ time) and then to enter into a courfe 
N|J^iation for cftablifhing a federal Alliance. 
If ihe People of Great-Britain will now ftep 

forth 
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forth to tWlbfl Peace to America, which theif 
new Ally has not effefted for them. Let arij? 
man then judge, whiter America will in 
future prefer the connexion with France or'^ 
with Great-Britain, as their trueft Friend and 
Ally. . i 

There is no conftituent Member of this Cdmii 
munity which can with more dignity or pro- 
priety take the lead in recommending the latdop* 
tion of feme plan for the termination of the AnUfCf 
rican War and for reconciliation wira America^ 
than the County of York*^ Such an ohjeft would 
be moft worthy of their interference. Th^t 
would be laying the axe to the root of the tiit 
Pcnfions, Places, exorbitant Emoluments, Sine* 
cures, Contracts, and all fuch inftruments of cor- 
ruption, for the purpofe of eflablilhing a Minifte- 
rial influence in Parliament, are abominations at 
all times ;‘but tlic'greatcft of all our evils now is: 
the continuation of the American War. The 
reftoration of Peace with Ameriq^, and of itf*'‘ 
ticpendcncc tp Parliament, may feand in hanS 
together ; and I believe that both tliefc 
are equally cohfonant and cordial to the fent!-' 
ments and wiflies of every real Friend to thb 
Country, 

1 am, Dear Sir, 

With the greatcift efteem and relpJft, 
Yotir moft obliged frjend, 

" And moft obedient fervant, 

D. HAKVhtJ. 
taper X. 
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p0pfr S. 

Jrm David Hartley, Efq; % the Rev, 
C. Wyvill/ ' 


SoMURY, Jprii id, l?So. 


T being in town when the favour of 


ill your^s arrived, coi^ining an; account of 
riie Refolutipns of the General Meeting at York, 
I could not acknowledge the favour by return 
off oft. I therefore now take the earlicft op- 
pcHtttUity of^expreffing to you, not only the 
very great, latisfadion which I have received 
from all the Refolutions and Proceedings of 
ttet Meeting, and more particularly that con- 
ciliatory Refolution (unanimoufly paffed) re- 
^£Ung the American War \ but likewife of 


to niy beft thanks for the very 
feVourable reception of my letter addretfed to 
yourfclf ; which has more partici^arly a view 
to ky the ground of conciliation with America 
by- a fufpcnfion of hoftilities. As to the print- 
ing of that letter, the propofition is moft flat- 
tering to me, more efpecially as it will give me 
an opportunity of attaching my name to your 
t refpe^hle charafter and name. But indeed the 


caufe of concHiation with America is a point 
#hi€fa fits fo near to my heart and thoughts as to 
filpisetede all matters of compHment. It has 

always 
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always been the objeft of my moft earneft eiw 
deavours both in Parliament and out of Parlia« 
mcnt. If I may flatter myfelf that the fentU 
mcnts of that letter, may in any degree, cpntri- 
bute to the bleffed work of Peace with Amwica, 

1 Ihall think all my labours overpaid. The cpr^ 
dial fatisfaftion which you muft receive in <hc 
fuccel's of thofe Public meafures, in which you' 
have had fo, principal a part, is no more thsm. a 
juft and merited reward for your upright 
dud and zealous exertions. Y ou have reemi^ 
the thanks of your Country j nothing thercr- 
fore remains for your Friends to wifh lor y(^ 
but that health and happinefs may attend you,., 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Your moft obliged friend. 

And moft obedient fervant, 

D. HARTLEY. 



XL 

f-etter from Sif W. Meredith ts the Rev. C. 
WvviLi.. 


WhitshalLi AprUftbf lySo# 

Dear Sir, 

I AM much ,dbHged to you tor nonouimg me 
with your attention fo much as to think injr 

propofitidn 
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proportion worth your comment I lhall not 
move the addrels, for. Mr. Dunning totally re- 
jefts it, as not being^^fiClFIC. 

I conceive it to be of feme ufe to bring the 
minds bf the People both to the true fources of 
Corrupt influence and our prefent National po- 
verty, which fpring not from the KING’S but 
(mm Lord North*s' Civil Lift. (As the extra- 
ordinaries were termed by Lord Shelburn.) 

■f- pirintc<kten copies of my addrefs, of which 
I aH ifeut four. Perhaps you will do me 
the ^ honour to :ka^ one, dn prdlf bf my well- 
meimtbuttnfiavailing ftudy. don’t fubmit to 
Mr,* Donnfa^^|at^thority in treating a vote and 
addrefi of thli^tert as not Specific : for it is the 
ufnal arid C<|liftitutionaI mode of proceeding; 
alwaji^s held as binding upon the Minifter as any 
Law can be; For, tht bntroul^ as well as gift, of 
Public moft^e^ is in the Commons only, there- 
fo^ the if efeutiun and Addrefs take in thofe 
biffichek' 0^ 4hc iLegifl^tive ' and Executive 
PoWtH that poffefs, one tlif grantiij|^and dired- 
Ing, the other the difpofal of fupplies. . 

I congra^late you on the " noble Majority 
which: and qur pbiicrity owe to you. 

^ iliii; Dear Sir, ' 

With the greatefr re(^&, V 

Your faithful and obedient fervant, 
W. MEREDITH. 

Paper iff* 
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Paper XII. 

Letter ijr Sir R. Smvth to the Rev. C. Wrvtti,’. 
Sir, 

I Send you inclofed a copy of the Refolutions 
of our General County Meeting, by which 
you fee we follow your fteps nearly ; we lament 
very fenfibly the feceffion of fome Counties, and 
fufpecl that the Rockingham Party have thrown 
this damp upon the ardor of the People, we 
arc refolved if one fet of men will not affift us 
to rclinquifli them totally, and adhere to thofe 
who wiU ; I fliould be glad to know what is 
utely to be your next proceeding, and whether 
we uould not procure another Meeting : if we 
ould Hop here, we lhall have made but a ridi- 
°us figure j I Ihould be glad to know your 
detefting bribery in 
■ ections j and what null be your next general 
proceeding. 

1 am, Sir, truely. 

Your moft obedient humble lervant, 
ROBERT SMYTH. 

^»arTo».,T*,tT, Uaj, 1789. 


III. 


N 


Paper XIII. 
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Paper XIII. 

Anfwcr by the Rev. C. Wyvill to the preceding 
Letter. 

Burton -Uall, May 14, 178c. 

Sir, 

I Havc received the favour of your letter with 
a printed Account of the proceedings of the 
lafe County Meeting at Chelmsford inclofcd ; 
and I take , the carlictt opportunity to return you 
my thanks for the obliging communication, aiui 
to congratulate you on the unanimity winch 
happily fubfifts between Eflex, Yorkfhirc, and 
the other AlTociated Counties. It is from the 
continuance of that union that our only hope 
of fuccefs can be derived, if the People ciiviJe 
among thcmfelves, they will lofe their weight 
importance and then it will be unreafonahk’ 
to expeft the great-body pf Nobility will declare 
in their favour, without whofe &ncurrencc it 
is plain enough the whole popular Parly ncvci 
can prevail againft the over-ruling power ol th^ 
Crown. The firft effential requifite to luccel| 
has been attained, which is a general union 0^ 
the People in meafures fully equal to coric*^- 
that great and alarming evil ; but the next m* 
difpenfable requifite can only be attained by ^ 
projKr mixture of firmnefs and prudence, fto"' 
imr a ftcadfcft refolution to fupport the Plt^^ 

Reformation, 
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Reformation, and yet cautioufly avoiding what- 
ever may difguft and alienate that refpedable 
\yody which holds the balance between the 
Crown and the People. For reafons which it 
is unneceffary to enumerate, it is furely not 
lurpriling that the Nobility payfe and hcfitate 
to adopt the popular Plan ; but there arc among 
them many men of Virtue and of juft Political 
Principles, who are alarmed for the fafety of 
the Conftitution, who dread the increafing 
power of the Crown, and who may be expefited 
to take a decifive part in fupport of that Plan 
which the People propofe for its reduftion, if 
their helitation is treated with that candour and 
patient good nature, to which the doubts and 
diflicultics of real Friends arc always intiticd.— 
This opinion appears probable from fome late 
occurrences in Yurkftiirc, particularly from the 
acceflion of Lord Effingham to the Affociation, 
wliich I confider as an acquifition of the greateft 
importance and likely to accelerate the jundtioH 
ot other nobIe;.and very powerful Friencb. 

The Yorkihire Committee has not yet named 
Deputies to meet the Deputies of other Com- 
&c. in London, but fuch a meafure will 
undoubtedly be propofed in the courfe of this 
lummer, and I believe will be readily adopted 
the Committee. 

The prefent Seffion draws near a conclufion^ 
^*^d ^ feveral Petitioning Bodies have deferred 
^“fitcrlng into an Affociation till that event had 
N 2 afeertained 
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afis^tained how far this Parliament would rc* 
drtfs the grievances complained of, it feems ad- 
vifable not to meet in deputation again till our 
numbers are complete. In fummer that Gene- 
ral Meeting could aft to little purpofe, though 
with great inconvenience to the Deputies of the 
more diftant Counties, I therefore imagine the 
Yorkihire Deputies will hardly be appointed 
till a few weeks before the beginning of the 
next Seffion. 

Mr. looker, a Counfellor, and one of the 
Members of our Committee, is preparing a Plan 
for preventing expenccs at Eleftions, &c. but 
1 have not heard what regulations he means to 
recommend. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
C. WYVILL 


Paper XIV. . 

Letter by Sir R. Siiyth to the Rev, C. Wwatr 
Sir, 

I AM defifed by fome Gentlemen of our Com- 
mittee to write to you, to Imow what will 
be the outline of the Ran of the Committee of 
York, as we wMh to fquarc ours nearly by iC 
whether a new Petition Is neceCE&ry to a new 

Parliament i 
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Parliament ; whether Deputies to be aj^inte^. 
how many, when to meet, and with whit 
powers, and whether the fame points are to be 
our obje^, or any change ; 1 underiland you 
meet on the 3d of January next, we arc im- 
patient to get together, but wilh firft to know 
what you mean to do. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and humble fervant, 
ROBERT SMTXa 

Itth Nov. 1 780, CRAFTON-STtEET. 

V' 


Paper XV. 

Anfwcr by the Rev. C. Wyvill to the preceding 
Letter. 

ByRTOK^HALL-— fwr Nov. 1780. 

Sir, 

Y our favour of the nth of November 
directed tome at York, did not reach 
this place till to-day; I therefore take the 
carlieft opportunity to return my acknowledge* 
tnents, and to affurc you how ienfible I am Of 
me honour your very refpcdtable Committee has 
^onc the County of York. I fhall certainly lay 
Jour letter before the Yorkfiiire Committee on 
N 3 the 
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the 3d of January ; and I doubt not the difpofi. 
tion teftified by the Gentlemen of Effex to co- 
operate with the County of York, will be con- 
fidered as a moft honourable mark of their con- 
tinued approbation ; and will animate the Com- 
mittce to a uiore zealous perfeverance in the 
Public caufe. 

With refpeft to the Plan which may be 
adopted on the 3d of January ; I think it highly 
probable, Deputies will be appointed to meet 
in. London or Weftminfter : two for each ot 
the fmaller Ridings of this County, and three 
for the largeft one. This meafure has been re- 
peatedly confidered by the Committee ; and 
the Gentlemen feem to be thoroughly convinced 
it is the moft advantageous way to carry on 
our operations. In this large County to beat 
up fo wide an extent of ground for fignatures 
to another Petition, would harrafs and weary 
all our Friends. To prefent the old Petition, 
figned only by the Committee would be fcafiblc 
enough j but it w^ould have infinitely left weight 
than a joint Petition from the fevefal Com- 
mittees of the Petitioning Counties, &c. ailing 
by their Deputies in London. In point of re- 
gularity, the fame ()‘je<ftioi>s might be urged 
againft each mode of prpceeding ; cither that of 
feparate Committees, or this of a General De* 
putation from all. The objections are not ol 
great validity ; arid a numerous Depjutation 

once annihilate them. 
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As feveral confiderable Bodies which Peti- 
tioned againft the profufe expenditure of PubKc» 
money, have not come to any Refolutions to 
i'upport a Reform of Parliament, great care will 
be ncccfTary in drawing up the CommilHon, or 
Inftrument of Inftruflions to the Deputies, that 
every cxprefGon which may difguft thofe Bodies 
may be avoided ; and yet the proper autliority 
to the Deputies to proceed upon that moft im- 
portant bufinefs may not be omitted. This 
point therefore will probably be laboured With 
mod particular care and attention, at the next 
Meeting of our Committee. I ftiould imagine, 
it the Meeting of Deputies were appointed to 
he held on the 20th of February, or as foon after 
is conveniently might be, it'would give time 
luflicicnt for all the Petitioning Bodies to confi- 
^Icr the meafure maturely; and our whole force 
might be colledcd, before the great queftions of 
Public Frugality, and a Conftitutional Reform 
would be agitated in the Houfe of Commons. — 
h is material, that fo unuAial a Meeting as that 
propofed to be held, Ihould not fit long, and 
ihould afl decifively ; and yet Ihould bbferve a 
proper degree of caution and prudence, and 
preferve the appearance of regularity as much 
poffible. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

C. WYVaL. 

> N 4 
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Paper I. 

Letter frm Sir G. Savile to the Rev. C. Wv vai.. 


RuFroRD, January ai/, 178*. 

Sir, 

Y our favour of the 17th, did not reach 
me till yellerday, and I could not anfwer 
it by the return of the poft without a hurry 
which would have been ill-fuited to the nature 
of the bufinefs, and the importance of the diffi* 
culty in queilion. 

Thefe forts of dilemmas always diftrefs one 
the more in proportion to the apparent equality 
of the reafons on each fide. I thinks hpwever» 
one IhouM confider^ that probably in fucb 
ctfes, the advantages are nearly balanced too> 
apd therefore, in either way of afking one is at 
^ tolerably near the beft way. 1 think the 
difficulty here really arifes from that caufe, and 
that the reafon why it is hard to lay which is 
beft» is becaufe the advantages of the two modes 
arc really pretty nearly balanced. If you fliould 
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wait a bt^ while plainly (though not profe&cDy) 
to encreafe the numbers, the expedations of the 
Public will be proportionably raifcd; and, if 
you then ibould not come up to a number 
anfwerable to tlut delay, it would have the 
grcateft air of weaknefe. Come when you will 
or how you will, the number or the Properties, 
or the being Freeholders will be difputed about, 
and depreciated. If you avoid one objedion, 
you will run nearer to another, which will cer- 
tainly be taken . — 1 think the Property of the 
Subferibers Ihould enter into the confideration 
as well as the numbers. You fay you judge 
that 6000 will have figned in a fortnight ; nqw 
a fortnight from your letter of the 17th, har<% 
goes beyond the call. And, if among this Sooo 
there is a ftrong proportion of property, I 
Ihould reckon it a very refpeftable petition : be- 
caufc the grievance complained pf is fuch ag 
rnuft be fuppofed to be belt known to peribni 
of fome rank in the world. If 10,000 perfons 
of more retired lives, (from their fituatious) 
were to fpeak of the abufes of o%e, every 
body would fee that they went upon a weaker 
degree of evidence than thofe whofe fituatiohs 
pot them more in the way of knowing thde 
abufes, as well as of feeling, in common with ^ 
^hc reft, the effeeb of them j and you would be 
tauntingly aiked, how John and Thomas came to 
know of ihefe abufes ? and the great niifnber of 
fignatures^ would be aferibed to diligent Can- 
and telling ftorics in Ale-houfcs. 


Your 
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; ;? Your next :period is three weeks or a month.-*- 
Ni)r |wo \P€ople's imagination will be exactly 
the fame way, in thefe kinds of bufi. 
neffes. They happen feldom, and more is left 
to fancy and feeling than to experience^ but I 
own, that one week's difference between three 
weeks and a month, firikes me as material. A 
paft the call (in a grave bufincfs and from 
a. .large anddiftant County) feels to me as a 
,i|n^l matter ; and yet I fear that a fecond like 
{leripd added to it would be felt as Ihowing a 
coldnels: and othey Counties would be faying 
where are our Leaders. 

, In fuph a <;afe, perhaps, it might be well to dc- 
a Memj)er to mention that fuch a Petition 
would foon come, and delire the attendance of 
thcTioufe,} dr you might leave a diferetion in 
him with the help of Friends advice on the 

It feems to me a kind of mixed cafe in which 


prize is not to be won by mere fpeed — nor 
yc^by dint of were numbers, but by a grave, 
decent, . ftc^dy proceeding neither languid nor 


lwd|y \ and Supported by a weight of property 
3^. by numbers proportioned to the time thought 
]^dper to give it, whatever that time might be. 

is a very common thing when fomc Parties 
Haye petitioned the Houfe, for any (common 
Bill) for others more remotely interefted, tc; 
throw in fupplemental Petitions in which they 
generally (as I dare fay you rtmft have bbferved) 

begin 
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be^n “ obferuing by the vttet ef the HmarMe^ 
Uouf.’ that a Petition, ftfc. lit. I h^i-<Oy thinl;5 
thii, would apply to the prefent cafe, bcaitfe;^' 
the County is fappofed to be apprifed of the fuR 
jecl matter : yet I juft name it as not an im- 
pofilble mode of aeftirtg, if from any circunl* 
ftincc a fccond fire fliould kindle ; and, iny 
ftiould on fccond thoughts repent that they did 
not llgn the Petition. v 

“ Mr. Sayer from Halifax, writes to ilic ' 
January 17th, that leaving the Petition at 4 ^ 
Public-houfe they find will not have the 
which makes it troubicfome to wait on the 
greater part ; however, he judges it will he re?, 
ipectably figned from that quarter although it 
is very much difcountcnanccd by a few/^ 

If this be the general account it ^gues for 
dclaj. 1 return to what I preinifed in the be- 
ginning, that, altho’ fometliing Certainly de- 
pends on the mode of bringing^ the bufinefe 
torward (and in many cafes, indeed, the wb<^^ 
luccefs turns upon itj yet I think here the 
great point is, whether the People arC^ roufed pr 
not. All the management in the world, n^^ 
ulfc mufters (if we were capable of ufing thetU^ 
would not avail. If they are not yet awakeUed 
cither to the iniquity or Impolicy of the pre- 
fent mcaifure^, nor (if they like the? nidkfures) 
even to tHe Uecejfity of oeconomy,^ even to the 
carrying them on ; all I can fay is,' thai they d 6 
r*ot rightly know yet what tli^ would h3vc,‘ 
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bw lire fiMfcing for the exteutien af foalijh had 
v^baui the mtau. That this leads moll 
WtMy to ruin is very clear 5 but it is as dear 
tiwt We (Parliament) fliall not flop probably till 
;]FOU call upon us ; and that you will not call 
tipon us in the right tey to be heard, till the 
liniment is very general ; and we go on 
tSl, things are bad enough. A refpeftable ap. 
pearance in London (efpedally if other Coun- 
ti« fend the like) would, doubtlefs, form a 
Itild of afletnbly which could not be v’ithout 
it* wdght. It Wdttld Ihew anxiety ; and the 
anxiety of a eonfiderable body of this kind would 
give .a grave mint to men’s minds, if any thing 
would. I know this is the fentiment of fome, 
and I know no rcafon on the other fide. It is 
iroe, yoo might be made the fubjeft of jell, 
and <^led a little Anti-Parliament, &c. &9, &c. 
to you would, if you were not really fi. There’s 
jeft Ukc a true jeft. If a National Affembly 
•« this kin^ carried its geaume marks of dig- 
'toty about it (without any mace) it would not 
^ laughed at long. You would likewife (on 
^the above fuppolition of the meafure being ge- 
nerally adopted) be at hand to confult. 

I am much obliged by your kind anxiety 
about my health ; I have very nearly, tho’ not 
qmte^lhaken off that tendency to a fore throat, 
•which w» beginning at York. The worft con- 
^ucnce has been keeping me witHih doors. 

00 
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On re-perufingthis letter* I find it written iii 
1 defultory manner ; from which, I ^ h(^* 
you will be able to gather the whole of my ftn« 
timents. Indeed, I do not find it Mfy to ai** 
nngc all the plus and tmus quantities oh On* 
fide or the other, in fuch a fubjeft as this, sttid 
give the precife refult. I thought it bell to 6d' 
down all that occurred to me, a* if I was d*i 
bating and balancing it in my own mind. 

1 am, Sir, 

With great regard. 

Your moft obedient, = 

And mofi bumble fervaht, 

G. SAVILE; 


Paper II. 


iexxtxfrm Sir G. Savile to the Rev. C. Wvvau. 

Lomooni tstbf l7t*« 

Dear Sir, 

Y our favour of the nth, bfliig one 
mudi infi^matioii to me, and not, I thti^ 
requiring imtnedUate anfwer, I Imve beeit,^ 
obUged to take the part of po^poning it to one 

or 
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othm) wUch called upon me for fomc 
l a g pini M^ation of my thoughts and explana- 
the plan I had laid down for my con* 
sdbft; as to the one article which alone fccins 
Abjeft (at leaft chiefly fubjcct for the prefent) 
to ^fficulty or doubt. 

’ ■ I have had occafion, on this head, to write 
klUts to Mr. foljambe, and at his defire, to 
my^Steward ; and fince that, I have taken oc- 
(^n to expatiate pretty ftrongly on the fuh- 
in a letter inclofing my anfwer to the 
Mayor, Recorder, and many refpeclable Gcn- 
tlenaen of Leeds, who had cxpreiTed to me their 
apjMTohation of the vote I gave for the bringini 
m a Bill (tnoved by Mr. Sawbridge) for fliort- 
^htng the duration of Parliaments. Y ou readily 
fte, bavii^ fo voted^ while I was yet waiting for 
nij efd^Sj it behoved me to explain a little par- 
ticularly the why and the wherefore of \vhat I 
had done. That letter may poflibly enough 
become fo public, that it may fall in your way, 
as I laid no reftraint on my Correfpondcnr, 
(Mr. Gamaliel Lloyd, w^ho tranfmitted to me 
the thanks above mentioned) but indeed rather 
ihggefled the contrary wi(h. ^ 

1 h^ve, in all thefc letters, fuggefted (amongft 
Otfu^ things) that I laboured under a fear of 
b^ug mifl^, as to the general fentim^t on the 
fubjc&:of triennial Parliaments.^^ I yrould fup- 
paS^ many who might have a confidcrablc 
preference to the triennial Parliaments, who yet 
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will not like to fign the Affociation, *li 
truth fays a great deal more i for it m^es that 
one thing not only defirable or preferable to 
any other ^ but preferable to all other points or qwh 
hues whatfoever. Ability, fidelity, &c. &c. do 
not even put a man within the poflibility 
ing chofen by a Conftituent, who has bomid 
lunifelf to that one quality. Thofe only 
fore will fign Aflociations, who do fee the mat# 
ter in this Jlrong lights for others who do not, 
certainly will not, who yet may prefer 
conlklcrably too) triennial Parliaments. ^ 
And in truth, when I confider that the pre- 
mi fes laid down were, “ that when Influence waa 
Icffencd, and Reprefentation equalized, then 
“ triennial Parliaments would do certain good, 

“ and be without inconvenience,” cine is led 
to fuppofe, that the conclufion would have 
been, that unlefs the two points were obtained, 
tlie third was not of certain goody or clear of incon^ 
icnicnccy yet the Jockey is never thclefs ftricfly 
vind unconditionally direfted to run for the 
third heat, whether he had won a heat or no 
before. 

Thcfe confiderStions and the cameft defire F* 
have really to know the fenfe of the greater and 
moft refpecfable part of my Conftituents, Ofake 
nic regret thit there has not been fomc way 
thought Of fiinply to extraft that one opinion ; 
fince it would have precifely the famc efeff 
if a Conftituent tells me he wifkes it to be 
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fo, as if Le told me twenty times he would not 
chitfe me. but on that condition. I muft, how- 
lay together all the evidence I can get, 
and form my judgment as well as the cafe 
admits of. The-letter from Leeds has added a 
confiderable wdght on one fide. 

I am next about writing to Mr. Milnes on the 
feme fubjed, but I fear 1 muft excufe myfelf 
from entirely falling in with what he feenis to 
^Spre& his wilhes for. I mean the doing any 
thii^ to lead that opinion which I want to 
follow.— I beg my compliments to Mrs. Wyvill. 

I am« Dtar Sir, with great regard, 

Ttnir obliged, and obedient humble fervant, 

G. SAVILE. 


Paper III, 

l«ttery}wRSir G. Savile to the Rev. C. Wyvill. 

Biogleswidb, Jul } 1 7S0. 

Dear Sir, 

Y our fevow, of the I Ith, . reached me a 
little, and but a little,* before 1 left Lon- 
don, and the hurry of a great number of little 
matters which ode always has to do, or to leave 

undone 
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undone when onc^s juA fctting has* occal^ 
fioncd me to poftponci.wrhWg till 
I take the heat of the day at this place fear in 
With regard to' the firA fubjeft menttoncdlfi*^ 
your letter, I have only fliortly to that^J* 
continue exaftly in the fame intention "as 
out with, and perfedly ready 
fure to lend my hand towards thfc accom^Sl^"' 
ment of my Conftituents^ wi&els on the;hc^#^ 
of the duration of Parliaments. I 
l.iy the leaft of it, it is an experiment 
;i right to make. if they and :I ca&j^ 

help adding, that, for ariy jgre^\|^d Ijiaf 
Septennial Parliaments ha^-d&^.^^i 5 S:y^tnc-* 
niory, I can by no means woiider that there 
fhould be a degree of earneftnefs to try fotne* 
thing difTercnt ; at the fame lime, however, en- 
tertaining in my own mind (as I be^ye Xj^ye^^^ 
iuggefted before) a more promifing,e^cAation 
Iroin the other part of the plan, a meliorated 
i^eprefentation, which indeed, as you know^ 
preceded the alteration of the Term in the 


^^tiginal Reiblutions. , . ; v,. , /j, 

1 amufed myfelf t^e other day with what I may 
'■‘Ua Parliamtntafy Ejcperlment, the:xefultof 
'niich rather confirmed me in the pxc^et|r;jDf 
that prcced^ce given to the ad^natf .ftiepr^- 


^^tation 

m 

Reguiati^ dpetitte tporii 

to fee wh^her a 

Vo».m.. Q 


foA as i jia 
fuch^a%ody aj thj" 
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l^rongV TeQ itfelf every thtee or only every 
ibfe’n;yfers, the chief (Uflerencie will be fuch as 
iwiB cxift in the cafe of any. other bargain or 
/kale for aihorter or longer term ; viz. a pro. 
jKJrtionable difiference in price — and as to this 
. Cite this fitnjle petfe^ly applies of walhing one’s 
ft^ ever fo often if the water be as dirty as 
Hhfi'ftitt. 

;> 1116 mo{l uncourtly oppofidon quefiion sve 
had this year, was when after having voted 
jife “ influence of the Crown to be great. &c.” 
sve moye^tq addrefs the King not to prorogue 
or diil^^ tW tfP we had effeftually diminiihed 
•it. the proportion of about fix to 

five, , Now this w^ an uphill trying courfc, 

. iKpet^mtum emit of lloutnefs againil in- 
.'Syrn^, In this queftion the Houfe being 
^vided into dafics Ibewed themfelves nearly 
proportions : 

Coyri^ Memtm about 3 to i (the 3 being 
•til. the fldoof the piinonty).;ti^ 
f. Borou^ (EngBlh) Membm about 4 to 3 
■•*( 14 * ^h^ing on uternaajority fidP.> 

ce^lin long County, 
<TO|fe^;^^^'a;great manylS Or '9 to 1 (at the 

^a^fi^;i^beM 9 ,.<or 8,|o 

■ Wy ftrong queftion, 

■J~ • meffllxf 
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mcrtber that this fomh ibrt in themid^ 
Scffiort of a Tfienniid'l^&ttnent. fdlo^ 
that County Members are cithef (as w&^iy oC 
cr<^t horfes) good in nature, or that the ap^ 
proach of EUftions operated on them, and not 
the others, who you fee 'by the comMn^oa 
of their 4 to 3--8 to 1 — 9 to 1— and 4,fo ' !t 
overfet the 3 to i of the County Members; ihd 
brought the whole mixture toVa ratio of d‘ to 5 
agiinft them. This ^plains to you' wBi^ 1 
mean by the expreffion at the bottoln 
fecond page, to make Parliament into fUch a bOdJy 
as the near approach of an Elediotf '0|^> 
rate upon. I cannot be fu¥fe tltof ! you the 

numbers correSly, having loft the'rOli^hi minute 
I Iiad made of it, in our Civil Wars"t fite oud^ 
of it is correft enough however fully tO' up- 
hold my conclufion. “ ' ' 

The fecond fubjeft inentiohed IU ''-i^r trtt«^ 
gives me I affurc you very ferious anxiety. It 
is well worthy J^e attention of all who may he 
aflembled on the ‘28th.— I have not witlf ine 
the copies of the Correfpondence on that 6^ 
joft. (It was pr#ty correft in fotpe t^’ the 
papers.) I left them in"^. Hartley's h^dS; t^lk) 
>s or will foon be in Gloucefterfliire. ifne orcler 
u^felf, L(^f;AmheiTft’8 two Imers tO sCtdii^d 
f wifletoi%V|ri^^a iattdr liid of the Lord Brefi- 
^t's, ^ fiiys the order mpft doubt' 

^ contiho^^ long as the troops in Lon- 
(eem to ^ particularly worthy of notice, 
O a for’ 
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% tM the order is not to London 

j[as Lundci^ all fever England.— 
WoW^t becaufe there had been riots in Lon. 
3idl^ahd the Magiftracy had been negligent and 
ilkufficient, therefore, the Military fliould aft 
dl over England without the Civil Magiftratc, 
beeaufe riots were apprehended and Magiftrates 

f ht^ negligent, is what I do not underftand. 
come Sir no^ (and perhaps you may think 
ve been long* enough in coming) to the bufi- 
regarding Popifc Schools, concerning which 
mayaflhre yourfelfthat it neither 
of the framers, nor in 
to Icgalife Popilh Schools, 
is the natural quelHon to aik when any regu- 
ftijpofed to be made of an illegal thing. 
j^jr1>awy€r argued on this ground in the 
HOU&,; b:ut I believe in the univcrfal opinion 
Ufefo^^ For an inftance, the bufi- 
liefr of % Smuggler is unlawful, yet a law to 
pttniffi any crime* more feverety^ if committed 
$Y t perfqn in the act of ^Smuggling, would 
not Icgalife Smuggling, or If it Was to make an 
i^noceiir in a common num, criminal if com* 
man in the of Smuggling. 

, Having faid this, I will Venture to fuggeft as 
<1 que&ion of prudence, whether ajpi Public no* 
^ Onfe way or oth^^of this men’s 

iitc yet wartn were hot avoided.-^ 
An4 in truth the BUI (although I think 
was aU that feemed to be left to be done) was 

yet 
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yet but a finali matter. I ; verily W^ye tl|| 
e>'il was by no enea^ cryj^S* 9ut, let the m> 
fiances be few or maay, it is certainly t^giijt tp 
prevent it, for furcly the very lamfere^n^g 
winch would allow to the Roman Cathpliei !!^ 
eduationof their own cUldren, entitles us 
prevent their tampering with ours. Be; 
objefl thereforcj great or fmall, ittwas^i^ii% 
right, and if it would con^ibutet to fati^ip^^ 
minds who might fuppofe the ,evil;^|yas.B)^ 
alarming, it was hn ad^tional advattfjage^le^ 
not to be flighted at fuel* a.momcji|^,mde*li^ 
any moment, for I do not kii.ow.the;t^eor,Q)»> 
cafion when Public (atisia^U U?riOfit-Wort%- 
object of Law-making.-, . , . 'vc'ir.-i,: , . ■ . 

Confidering all thefe .rircomflapcjj^, lisrifii' 
again to fuggeft whether it is not the.wi^Siift; 
courfe to let the whole matter i^bride, .smd not 
turn me^s minds at all.(at l«ft^o^fjtit»«)jtR 
the re.newal of ideas which hav^^tlf ^e o^jj 
pied our minds>^£unplea£iatly. 

I am,. Sir,, 

Your much oblige^ 
,4qi^bedi^;humble feryau^ 


: 0 - 5 .. 
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Pafrr ly. 

•]|^«r ic Sir G. Savile by the Rev. C. Wvviu, 

1, r BoilTON-IUl.1., 

for the favour of your opinion 
l^h the fttbjeft of noy lali letter ; and 1 ihall 
iM^lMiow your advice. If any other per- 
irlhbulii^ake a^motion to the fame cfifc^ I 
the Committee will defer ac- 
wtrdv^r highly rficy inay approve 

S Spl^fs^regtthting Popiih Schools, when 
'aiji^rs to you improper to 
wli^that huffne& at'Jarefent.— The late 
amable tiote had Ibr fotrie tifflea very vifi- 
P|efieft^ti'ouif -diladvantage, even ia parts of 
'“|j' ;Ase'moft‘ r<it»ote froia danger. 


at- :h ibte^'ebhfii^atioil' ^ the wilhes 

I'affiS^ds of the Pebptei^ to return^to 

S^'t^d <®attnd'5?;afiS Ae ad of An- 

* fiitea'fbf 

of the^OlkS^^PteehOlders whl 
ipart any di^f Exp^tation with 
_n thdr ipplr^t dtgeitnels to employ 
i dfuia isi^iRi^'trf 

Wi^;&'Lofa to' Colonel 
'f^a^.’tim'e ’etiodgh* to trarito them 
'befi^-aeMeedhg,' inlght 1 Ih^ the 6- 
**vi:^r of you to, do it? UhallbeatYorkTavffo 
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on the 31ft of July. I need not fay how es- 
ceedinely ncceffary it is, ^t we ihouldbci^ 
fecHy exact and aecufite %?ny Refidutions that 
the Committee may chwe to adopt, nor con- 
fequently how much w;e!haU all feclo^f^TO 
i^ebted for your kind affiftance. ' 

With refpeft to the propofitions for a P0«a*- 
inenury Reform, I muft beg leave to % a 
words; after having acknowjed^d the great 
pleafure I recdycd fi;om obferving thftt yf 
fentiments on thofe points are very neai^«^_ 
the Affociators profefi to hold, you y 

of that femily } the refemblancebefteeftynn^ 
ftrong, and a common eye migto ^yv py^ 
look the difference. 

What I wilh to fuggeft is this; that in the 
mifes, or the argumentative part ,tJ^* 
of Affociation, the preference is give 
addition of County Members, and 
priety of that meafiire bethg 
Parliaments Ihould be fltortene^jc’w.j^h'Ip^' 
plyed. The otifer- of time* it is ^uc, is m 
diftinftly fet dpwn inthe conclufion, where tw 
two proppfi^neare mei^oppdtogether,aod.^e 
fupport of bbth'fd^.:is-ea(pefted tabe ^^gi^d 
for, it mig^t have more. clearly^Br^W^^ 
and it was merely to avoid the flovenuneft 
repetitioii^’i^t it., was nOt j which, m » 
good ^)|y|:%;MrIi#ps hr:n.compofitiooi^^^ 
Und. I, uiD^i^ned.' there could be nP ^^wculty 
to underfis^ the latter claufe, as fill^ w to ^ 
Ae Umitatto^ exprefled or plainly implycd in 
the preceding claufes ; and therefore, that ac* 
O 4 cording 
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cording to the reafoning of thofc claufcs, the 
ftortening of the duration of Parliament couU 
liot ^ fuppofed to be engaged for, previous to the 
obtaining of too County Metnbers, bedufe till 
then it is plainly im3)lyed to be a bad meafure. 

rfat 'difficulty might be folved, I fliould 
think, by the Committee explaining that to k 
thek^ intention, or by giving inftruftions, when 
nominate’Dcputies to, the next General 
Meii^Bg in London, to apply ;fpr the fevcral 
^1^ that order of time. Would fuch an 
tp^ent take off the weight of your objedions.' 
vit/^otffl^.,! fltall rejoice it has occurred to me. 

ine when I received your for- 
i|f, Katlii^ t^s and fome other difficul- 
,|ni:''^a?i^er tj) which, I was unwilling to 
aj^tearanaof preffing arguments perti- 
r,whenlcouldnotexpeflttobcabletooffct 
t ’jfophadnot longagocpnfideredand de- 
|^81U'^^<;|ilnyouldw^ mind. Iholdyouin much 
wihij^wO^hndrieipeAtotrcmbleyouwithfuch 
debate, fiut^ thlspMticular dilE- 
is mentiohed again iia yo^iall letter of 
TO l^th of July, 1 thdu^ht i mighVjndeavour 
ah explataatiOn'tff u^ai’Ws meant in 
Ojf the Affociation with leff impro* 
piSkf; as yen as le6 force upon my own feel- 
1^1 amd r ibaU haVd ^at ideiifofo,' if the 
(t^^iydbn^ or eititeir of thb I have 

afford'yi^ any 
I'iijQ, Dear Sir, ‘ 

Moil truly and faithfully yours, 

C. WYVILL 
PayrV. 
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Pi^r Vi 

Lctter^flffi Sir G. Savile to the Rev. C. W vvitti 

Newcastle, jftigttfi 4tl^, jjS^i 
Dear Sir, , , / n, 

H aving received by to-day’s poll the 
vour of your letter, indofing thc^R,eft^ 
lutions of the Committee and adjourned 
mittee on the ad and 3d of Auguft. 

^opportunity I have, although too j|^te 
night’s poff^ of returning you my ihaufa;. w 
the communication of them. I1u4|t riot ^iw 
power to comply with ydur d^flre, of 
YOU tlic copies of the correfpondeiic| feg^din|| 
the fubjed of the Military Orders ; fjfor ikf^h 
litarfs a^ingj and for the difarming the Per* 

fins therein fpecifed) not having brought d^wi]| 
with me the copies which I had ftom th«t 
lloufe, I think| Ji,0V?^vcr, that all of them haej 
been in the pap|fs. I ^ very happy, in 

curring entirdy wa<h tW fentiments expr^i^^ 

m the Kefolution| rej^^mg the 
Military Ord^s^ I. think them vcxy |pl*K<^^ 
their matter, wM as.rcmporatc in thejan^ 
g'lagc and^ manner. ;What reafons canba j^yeat 
for the of an prder exteMiftg ^br^k} 

grounded on hcaf <^^dd 4 Pt^ 1 
forary emwfitcncvJ I own. I caanot con# 

ccivel ^ 
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t^vc ; and I tbink that matter is well pointed 
at in the 3d Rcfolntion of the ad page. Your 
folution, in your former /aVour, of diffi. 
’^Ity regarding the Precedence of the meafurc 
for purifying the fourccs of Reprefentation, to 
that for Ihortening its duration, is perfedty to 
my mind, if it b$ Jo underjlood. You Rate that 
the Refolutions being to be interpreted by the 
mamble, the 100 New Menibers are under- 
|idod to be obtained, before the other can be 
il^i&ed to do good. But, 1 remember in ar- 
^ing it 'jjfomewhat in that way with Lord 
iffah^,. he ^ther feemed to me to conceive 
was to bend to the more pofitivc 
it the Refolutions, in which the 
d^tion (although I think it follows) is 
hdt made ctinditwHal on the ohtimng the other, 
l am. Dear Sir, 

1 With gwat regard, 

Tobr moft obedient humble fervant, 

^ G. SAVILL 


Pafer VI 
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Paper VI. 

\tZticxffoni Sir G.SAVir.E ihc Rev* C* W^vyii^Lf 

Newcastle, Taefdaj evening p^eiajiii* 
(Suppofed to be Sepumber 5* i?So.^ 

Dear Sir, / 

Y our exprefs found me this 
drawing towards the conclufion of 
dreCi to my late Conftituents, and ^pfhiclvj^^^ 
begun on the firft intelligence of tl^ d^olu^O^ 
many interruptions, and 4^(»ng,un4|]0|{ial:^^ 
gaged out to dinner to day^ have ^ 

keep your meffenger, for I had a 
to lend my addJ^v^s !»ck by him ; and I ady 
venture to beg you to be fo good as to get it 
(corrcclly) iniertedinthc two ITork aewfpapcrs, 
and to be continued, I think, tiil:ij^e cleaiom 
I arn obliged to defire you likewifc to get die 
fimc inferted in two Xiondon papers, of the moft 
public circulation. Indeed, I am aBiamcd td 
ky this trouble upon you, but having nothing 
like a correft copy or foul draught of it, I fiiOukl 
lofc a great deal of time in nnu&ing another 
pyforLcmdon. 

I cannot^ :tv|idth any degree of convenience 
cornc neither do I know 

^hat it wo^d uieful or right. Whenever 
the High Sheriff appoints a meeting, my timis 

wiH 
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ivill b6 to attend. I wiB beg early notice when 
k% feaft I ihould mils the papers. 

^ l^lbave endeavoured to exprefs my mind fo 
^By in the addrefs which I inclofe, that I thinkit 
ildlt ftand in the place of any anfwer or reafon. 
lag; I might otherwife infert here regarding my 
figning the Aflbeiation. 

; ; I'do not know that I ftottid have wiflied fo 
Iduch ias you feem to do for the junftion : I ra- 
incline to think, it is a time for me to 
my fentiments with freedom, and leave 
Ae reft tfef the feelings of the people. I have 
long thoughti^that nothing but feeling would do 
and whether wc have yet felt 
<l^|i<!^gh, -1 !l^'OW not, and rather think not. 

1 am foriy to fay, we are going to lofe a right 
hoheft, and Whig Member of Parliament inL. J.* 
I no left real , friends to liberty may 

ISj^ the A^ciatlon, or that the lofs of him may 
tc made up ; I doubt it. 

I have hardly had time to correct the punftoa- 
tibn or errors of the pen j if in perufing it, you 
'meet with flips of that kind (for I am an impa- 
||^t |rinfqriber)pray take the trouble to corred 
^hto. ' ^ 

lAHd John Cavendift^ who did not iatisfy hi9<Cooftitucnts at 
would vote for TrienniaUrarliaii^^l and there- 

viiyitiD^ and withed htm to continue thtir KenmrftitiTe i 
JfPlWrttitly (acritKcd their perfoindattachtiibjt to the 
to cdnl^ratKNaf qI honour, conefteocr ^.couduft, and ih« 
of Folltica! Reformation. 

1 0^ 
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I own I Mn foineii^t afraid, I am to<J 
with my advice at;th*<ciid of the addrefe, and 
that we have Med for want of that wdcOi I 
recommend fo urgently; it cannot be helped 
now. I fay again, we mull fuffer a little morej 
fmall roiftakes in management, won't ope^ 
when we become a little forer. v , , 

The copy you will have the trouble of order* 
ing for the London papers, you will pcth^pl 
like to Ihew firft to the Committee on Thurldl^l 
It is a refpea I owe them to wifli it may b^S; 

I am in hade. 

Dear Sir, with great regard. 

Much your obliged and ^(^ent Icrva^i 
nvO^^SAVILE 


Paper VII. 

l etter from Sir G. Savile U the Rev. C. WYVltt> 

KisMrCASTLB, Wtifitfiajnwn% Stpt* 1760^' 

fevowr, inclofing the cppicsof the 
X letter »’to the^Sheriff, and of Ms iMvei| 
itached nie between five and fix this morning^ 

the 
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The n^ial of the High Sheriff is doubtleft a 
ground for aay refpeftable body (or 
eo«^)etent number) of Genttemcn to call a meet- 
^ ^ The firft channel of fuch matters is ihe 
Sl^iff.. That compliment once paid, common 
p^aflice, as well as the reafon of the thing, points 
out the other. But it appears to me (and ftrongly 
& to a friend of two I am eonfulting) that fuch 
« application ought not to proceed from the 
©MnaSittce only, or from the Committee Com- 
but to be made by as general a fignattire 
the moi|jrefpeiaable names)as the time ^ows, 
{find indUbiminately without excluding the 
l^ds 'of Candidate. As to the time, it 
|tos to'dej^d, perhaps, on circumftanccs un* 
loiofnt to Us. If the operation which is the 
of thofe who call the meeting, is dctcr- 
Suhed t^n, and ready prepared foif the pro- 
pofing, furely the meeting cannot be too foon ; 
It is now hut ao days to the eleflion. How can 
a meeting be well obtained fooner than will be 
nece&ry to concert and execute whatever is to 
done, to carry its refolutions to effeft ? On 
the contrary, if nothing is ready to be propofed, 
it^ will tnake any fet of Gentlemen appear to" 
dil^dVantage, who lhall have called fuch a meet- 
ing prematurely. 

I continue to think I have no caB ^ the Com- 
mittee tomorrow, and indeed, as ^ uling any 
jtodeavfmrs to alter the conduft: of the late Rc* 
prelchtatives of the City, I could by no ’means 

think 
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tWnk of it, wew it io my power, which it ^ 
no means is.. What, motive can he, or ought 
he to have for a^H«g contrary to his opinion t 
1 take the cafe to be without remedy. YqB 
will lofe in him many excellent qualities; lutt 
if he does not h<Jd the one opinion ngcefiSucy bR 
the terms of-thc Affociation, it ncceffarily ovefc, 
balances all the good on the Other fide. Tint 
I Hated in feme of my former letters. , _ 

However I do not know that the majorifp.^ 
the Eleftors of York (nor indeed what.nui?*» 
of them) have figned the Affociation : }k^ve he^. 
no confiderable number. If fo, he will n^ bfi 
excluded; if he be, who b.to fer^e .^he Q|^| 
cannot guefs. Others- (excellent ..Mwnbera :®* 
Parliament) may be lofing their Ele^OOS, is 
other places, at -the fatnc time, who would do 
no d’fcredit to any place, and it will then be too 
late. ■ ’ 

1 am unwilling to detain your meffifnger, and 
1 do not know of any material thing omitted. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

With great regard. 

Your obedient humble fervant,-,' , , 

G. SAV1Jj<E» ' 

I lhall wiflrto have early notice of the time 
fixed ^Meeting, day and hour. 
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Pa/erVlll 

i^ttet from ihe Rev. C. Wyvill u Sir C. 

Savile. 

BuRTO^^-HALt, Decmhery si$, 1780. 

Deaf Sir, 

next Meeting of our Yorkfliire Com. 

X niittee will be held in a few weeks, the 
Members, ^erefore, are beginning to conlidcr 
w|jip will be proper Perfons to be appointed De- 
^ in the intended General 
Wfceting pjf P^putics inLondon. On this extraor- 
occafiQn,it is natural their thoughtslhould 
in^j^ediatcly turn to you and I^r. Duncombe, in 
whom they have fo lately expreffed theSr utmoft 
co|[](fidcnce, by committing into your hands, in 
concurrence with the other Freeholders of the 
County, the ordinary Conftitutional Truft, to 
represent them in Parliament. I wlfli therefore 
to confult you on this fubjeft, and to know 
wl^ether fuch appointment would be agreeable 
pt^jmny not doubting you will undertake with 
'mu ^nd alacrity this additional labour, if yout 

act^tance of the new Deputation Ihall appear 

to promote the caufe of bfai^pnai Re- 
iotni^ion. One thing feems clea^y neceilary) 
tlj^ you and your worthy Colleague Mr. Dun- 
con^/ flxould either be appointed Delegates 

together 
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together or be together omitted. Other mat- 
ters there may he not of fo eafy difeuflSon, 
which without compliment or affeftation, I leave 
to your fuperior judgment to decide. The 
difficulties I allude to, arife chiefly from thefc 
two confidcrations, whether if the General De- 
putation Ihould Petition Parliament, it might 
not be an advantage on the hearing of the Pe- 
tition to any Member of Parliament in his Par- . 
liamentary Capacity, if he were not a Membe^ 
of that Body from whom the Petition may bo 
prefented to Parliament ; and, in the mxt pla^e^- ^ 
whether it may be adviiable for you, who iro 
certainly the Leader of the Ind^efldent P^rtyl/^' 
to take a ftep which may embroil you ^ith the ' 
Nobility, How far it may be prudent to rifque 
feme degree of diftdvahtage in thefe two points 
of view, for the fake of .obtaining fupetior ad- 
vantage by the weight and credit the General ’ 
Meeting of Deputies would derive from your 
concurrence and co-operation, I do not pre- 
ti:nd to judge in this cafe. I am really in the 
Ctuation of doubt, to be determined by what- ' 
ever is your decided opinion. Having wirit 
honeft fincerity fuggefted what appears to Inc 
^0 deferve fome confideration, I fliaB nnly fey 
farther, I wifli you may refolve to join the De- 
putation, becatufe if th^ difficulties "are ndt 
*»atcrial, 1 aiti dear your being nominated one 
wthe Yorfcfhire Deputies, will be a we^inpi* 
advantage^ » 

'ouiiL p The 
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. The inclofed copy of a letter to me from Sir 
Robert Smyth with my anfwer to it, will give 
you a fketch of that plan, which with the ne. 
ceffary correftions feems likely to be adopted 
on the 3d of January, and at the fame time, 
will give you the fatisfadion to fee, that York* 
Ihire ftill preferves its ftation of refpecl among 
the other Counties. 

It, will give me great pleafure to hear the 
bufinefs of moving the amendment of our Rc- 
prefentation in Parliament is fettled to your 
mind,— And believe me, Dear Sir, 1 am parti* 
^arly defirous to hear you are well in health 
and fpirit^ being ever moft truly yours, 

C. WYVILL. 


Paper IX. 

Sir Q. Savule toihe Rev. C. Wyvii.i * 

toMDOK, Dtumher J 

, will prpbably have been at &mc lois 

. JI to account for my long fdent^ from the 
7th: or 8th uf thw month, when I received your 
fevomr offthe 5th indofing copies of the Cor- 

refpondenei* 
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tefpondence with Sir Robert Smyth. If, how* 
ever, Mr. Hartley has been in the way of re- 
ceiving a fhort line I wrote in anfwer to his 
inquiry after me, and if he has been likewife 
in the way of communicating with you, you 
wiil have learnt before now that my filence wa.s 
owing to‘ an unavoidable caufe. Indeed, I am 
yet not ftout enough to venture on a very cold 
ion rncy, (which the feafon promifes) or Ifliould 
not have been in London now. 

I do not entertain a doubt, or the fhadow of 
one, of the perfect impropriety of my or any 
Member of Parliament being a Delegate, but if 
?i tvas only the mere fpcculative 'mtorriBneJs^ ifd 
mxy lb call it ; or, even the appearance of a want 
of lit and able Perfons of the Body of ihe Nation 
iv reeph'^ 1 fliould not infill on the objeftion 
could any Iblid advantage be propofed, by it : 
ibr I have long ago learnt that the things of this 
vorld are not to be governed by Grammatical 
l^uks, and that that is the bell plan which in 
practice will beft attain its objed:. But here all 
die objeftions feem to be on one fide, and I 
dare lay the inconveniencies which you fuggeft 
many more would be found to attend the 
double charader of Member and Delegate / or, 
in other words, Member in tv/o Affemblies, the 
nne formed for the very purpofe of being (in 
Lonftiturioftal way) a check upon the other;— 
At Icaft an AJfembly of Obfervation, to ufe a Mill- 
and Sca-Phrafe. ' 

P 2 I 
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I fall In with your opinion very much re. 
Il^amgthe fteps you feem to have in view, re* 
gating the Parliamentary Reform, if I under- 
you rightly on that fubjeft. It feems 
indeed to me too true, that the objeft of Fun- 
damental Parliamentary Reform is not yet cither 
Oniv<irfelly or warmly and decilively fopported. 
I mean even out of doors ; and it is, 1 think, 
a pretty clear propofition, that our Houfc will 
not rudely force the Meafure upon their Confti- 
tuents* Indeed to fay the truth, I find no fuch 
difpofitioR* The little in-door inquiry I have 
ihade israither difeouraging. I am fure the 
beft you caft exped/rom us is, m inertia^ if you 
iire tolerably cafy about it out of doors. A How 
ycnxedy by diet propofed to a Patient under an 
acute diftemper, is a cold cctofortlcfs profped, 
Ruin and CsJamity arc taking much more huge 
firides than a poor limping Rform can do: and 
it any rate, I affurc you, however, Ave /ball 
never think of it unlefs aduated by a pretty 
dedded motive (1 am at alofs for a word) from 
wrthOuti 

My (pinion is, fhortly, that w don’t care at 
And that yott (the* People) don’t 
ytt edre mugh aboutit to impel us. I defire 
proof than the Delicacks which you 
the ncccffity of obfervtag, and the 
«ici«y in avoiding all estprejfm whi^ may di/p!^ 
ih tilMc PubKcInfbiimcnts which are to be cal* 

cidated to4nducc the Petitioners for ccconomy* 

tu 
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to be 'likewife folicitous for a ^Parliamentary 
Reform. Now, tny Dwr Sir, were the People 
both fenftbk of their bad treatment, and, like-^ 
wife under a conviilion that the mreiliye Remedy 
in queftion was the proper cure ; you would find 
little need of Temperaments and Cautions not to 
(ffendy and Managements to unite, and the Uke.—r 
You would not talk of what you fo well ex* 
profs, the difficulty of beating up a wide extexit 
of ground for refignatures. , 

In truth, as to the firft faft, we do but begin ip 
feel that any thing is going wrong ; and, as |o 
die fccond, we are as far from feeling au imm^* 
diate relation between our Diforder and ^ 
Remedy of additional Knights, as a Patient in 
a fever is from being guided by inftinft to fuch 
Medicines as Seknee, and the Faculty pre- 
feribes. 

^he remedy preferibed is perhaps a BJifter.— 
The remedy of Inftin A is to tols and tumble t0 
die cold fide the bed, or get at fome cold water, 
or to jump out of the lyjndow. Y ou are labour- 
a very good Work if you can fo watek^ 
^hat fever, ("which you mufi expeR at the crifisj 
fo regulate its vpulfe, that feme other re* 
^^edy but Civa^v^r may be adtninifiered. I 
hnow you trufe^ a fort of a mock Fever fit 
yottian guide to the Pttb|^ 

8oodi I^^iu 

^ many circumOances of detail, (regard* 
mg anticipating Revenues, £% that the 
P 3 burden 
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burden laid on the People, is fo far fr 6 n\ being 
felt, that it is not yet even in fight ;) I fay 
from thefe circumftances and others, the People 
are behind-hand two or three years in their ap. 
‘prehenfions. It has been faid repeatedly, /r/rf/y 
thc^ will feel this year. I have always faid, nu 
yet. I have been many times right ; I fiiall fiy 
fo ftill, for I can but he once wrong. I fhall then, 
be fo with a vengeance I fear; 

And don’t fuppofc it a fure thing th.it the 
ftorm will all break on the heads of thoie v^o 
call the Authors of our calamities. Wc caivi 
point the l^htening by our Conductors. 

I have wandered much from my fubject 
and indeed from my intention. 

I chiefly mean to apprife you in time that 
a$ it at prefent appears to me, the propofition 
of 100 Knights, without general unariificial and 
hearty recommendation from without ^ will ftand 
little chance within j nor will it come, (to all 
appearance) within that line which according 
to the^ad of the Conditions mentioned at York, 
yrill make it advifable to" ftir in : I mean tint 
of a creditable fupport. It has indeed been aii- 
vifed by fomc, to go by fteps in this matter, 
nnd only move frjl a Propofition, That the R- 
prefentatiqn is inadequute^ This certainly may be 
much cafier carried than any Hm^fpecificy ana 
why ? Becaufe it is nothing fpecijic. So the ii^* 
flucnce of the Crown was readily voted too 
fircat, &c. A number of Perfons like to vote m 
^ a popul-i^ 
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i pop\»lar theoretick Queftion, provided it lead to 
ns unmannerly efeaive con/equences. 

Yet it may be a queftion, whether prudence 
may not diftate getting this one ftep, as » 
foundation. If you try the next and lofe it, 
you ftill ftand at leaft as well, having got the 
firft affcrtion eftabliflied, as you would have 
ftood had you gone direcUy to the fpec^c 
Queftion. The prudenter Members feem to in- 
dine to this, (I mean of a very few I have con- 
fultcd) and this is proof enough that their 
minds mifgive them on the fupport of the 
dfcftive Queftion. 

If I have fucceeded as well in tiring you as I 
have myfelf, I am furc it is time to fubferibe 
myfelf, with my beft compliments to Mrs. 
Wyvill,. 

Dear Sir, with great regard. 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

G. SAVILE. 


P 4 


Paper X- 
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Paper X. 

Lett«r/«»2 Sir G. SAvitE to the Rev. C. Wwilj,. 

LondoNi Janua^ %6tbf 1781 

Dear Sir, 

I Am returned from the Country, having in 
good meafure accompliflied the purpofe of 
my journey, the getting rid of my complaint ; 
and by the means propofed (which I endea- 
voured moft diligently to purfuc) viz. idicnefs, 
lounpngi2Lnd as far as might be, thinking of Clothing 
Some little rieceflary matters however employed 
the laft two or three days, which I fpentat 
Rufford, having paffed the reft of the time at 
Lord Scarborough’s, in a quieter way than I 
Ihould have done at home, had I paffed as ul'ua! 
my Chriftmas there. You may imagine that 
the above plan, was not fuited much to keep 
my accounts very even in point of correfpond- 
ence; and, as an hone^ Bankrupt divides 
equally to all, without partiality even tq|his bell 
friends, I have )kkn obliged to poftpone every 
thing, but fuch as required immecMate anfwers. 
But becaufe I have poftponed, I have not forgot 
*my thanks to you for the communications ot 
the Papers, both before ahd when printed; 
the’ this is but a fcanty return for the value re- 
ceived, yet I was unwilling longer to delay 
'^altho^ it may not probably be long before I have 
pleafurc of feeing you in Town ; yet I 
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that enter Into difcuffions of every point 
upon paper, is more than the time allows. In 
the excellent Addrefs from the Committee of 
Affociation, there b much truth, at the iame 
time, that perhaps every part of it may not 
tend fo perfeaiy to conciliate numbers, and to 
encreale Strength, as to eftablifh Principles, and 
bear Teftimony to Doftrines. I lament, how- 
ever, that if thefe two objects do not conftantly 
go together, it may perhaps be in the nature of 
the bufinefs that it fliould be fo. He who will 
maintain his opinion whole and untouched^ 
docs irreproachably : but he nmft not expeft 
the advantages of conciliation. It is perhapf 
more virtuous to fuffer on^ as I firmly believe we 
Jhall do ; for I do not yet fee any means witlua 
reach, by which an alteration is to be made. 1 
Tee tlie people (from whom wc ought perhaps 
to expert all) unable if they were willing, and 
unwilling if they were able j and I think, if 
they were both willing and able, yet not know- 
ing very well how to fet about it \ nor are wc 
ready tp accept of any alliance, but with fuch 
^ mix no impurities with their public views, 

I fear, as you do, the number of the Allies 
muft be fmall. What the People who arc not 
Electors can do (but refift) I don't know ; and 
^hat the People who are Elertors will do, 

1 know too well. We dlyided on the Dutch 
War laft night loi to i8c. 
f he only poffible way therefore f^ms to mend ^ 
Reprefentative Body. Aye! but in the 

above 
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iiboYe .ftate of things, is there a probabie pro- 
fpea of doing this, when it is to be done by the 
Body itfclf ? I repeat, however, that it feems the 
proper attempt to make whenever a plan is pro. 
pofed, and there is an appearance faltho* not 
of fuccefs) of creditable fupport. , I fear you 
may think me a defpairing Councellor, but I 
own I cannot in the prefent profpeft make out 
fanguinc hopes enough, to induce me to nuke 
a more flattering Reprefentation, 

I have got by degrees into a melancholy 
Diflertation, which I did not intend. Perhap' 
the gloomy (ky, and the fad figure wc made 
Lift night, has contributed to it, and makes me 
fee things thro* too dark a medium. 

Dear Sir, with true regard, 

Your moft obedient, 

4nd obliged humble fervant, 

G. SAVILE. 


’ Paper XI. 

Letter frem the Rpv. C. Wy vjll io Sir G. S a vile. 

NoK/emher lUhf i/S** 

Dear Sir, 

A FEW days after the Meeting on the 17th 
of October at York, I fent from Thirlk a 
manufeript copy of the Addrefs, direfled to 
you at Morpeth, It went by one of the 
Northern Diligences. And I believe the packet 
would reach Morpeth about the time when 
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vour corps marched from that neighbourhood 
in all probability, therefore, you have never 
received it. What adds much to my per- 
plexity is my having fent off all my printed 
copies to other Gentlemen, as foon as I got 
them from York; and now not having re- 
ceived another cargo, I am unable to fend you 
a copy either of the quarto or the oftavo 
edition. 

Your going into winter quarters fo early, 
has allb dilappointed me much in another re- 
fpect. In your letter from Northallerton, you 
were fo kind as to mention your defign to have 
called at Burton in your way from York 
Races, if fomewhat unforefeen had not pre- 
vented you ; I was at that time at Hartlepool, 
bufy with the Addrefs. But if your camp had 
not been unexpe(5icdly broken up fooner, I be- 
lieve this year than before, I might, perhaps, 
have had the pleafure to fee you here on your 
march Southward ; and I fliould have been 
very happy to have ^talked over tlie fubjcci: of 
^he Suomi Addrefs^ and tlie Propofal for a Con<^ 
tdiatory^ Overture ; and, although that Propofal 
had failed, to have tried with you, whether 
other expedient for the fame purpofe could 
be found, oi^ any fte^ could be taken to render 
^hat propofition more Acceptable to the Nobility 
the one hand, and to the Committee on the 
chance has deranged all my feheme; 
w'U totally ignorant where this 

find you ; and whether 1 can have any 

opportunity 
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opportunity of waiting upon you^ befof« yoa 
go up to town. If you defign to be at Rufford 
any time before you attend Parliament, I hope’ 
It, will be in my power to pay my refpefts there, 
when I know you have a little leifure ; Hhall 
have the greateft pleafure in doing foj and, I 
know of no engagement at all likely to dif. 
appoint me, for as to Deputation it is not 
thought of this winter. 

Believe me ever, Dear Sir, 

With great regard, 

Moft truly and fincerely yours, 
C. WYVILL. 


Paper XII. 

I4tter^effi Sir G.Savil e to the Rev. C. Wyvill. 


Dw Sir, 


Xiwuy CasTiE, AW. J j8i. 


I DO not at all Wonder 'that ydu fliould be 
wwte much perplexUy at the long filence 
ttW hsa beu on my part, fince you lent the 
U^ufeript addreffed to Morpeth ; although it 
did not reach me exafUy in courfe, yet it was 
\>y »q m^s delayed (by my not being there) 
® d dilan^ as to account for- my 

writing* 
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writing. T^e place this is dated from, wifl 
better eisplain it There feeming nothing left 
to depend upon my anfwer, I defcred a detailed 
one fuch as I propbfed to wite till our re-i 
moval from the North took place; wKch -^aa 
foon after the receipt of it. Since that I hayd 
been confined here by a difagreeable attack ill 
the old way, too much deranged, indeed^ to 
give my mind to fo much thought as the fub- 
jccl required. I am getting well again, and 
mean in a day or two to trouble you with a 
few more lines upon it. Finding the poll: 
docs not go to-morrow, I fend you this fliort 
acknowledgement of the reft, both of your 
Manuferipts and of a printed Addrefi ; as, like- 
wife your laft letter fent to Ruffeutd. I am not 
fure yet when I can leave this place. My beft 
compliments wait on Mrs. Wyvill. 

Dear Sir, with great regard, 

Your obliged and moft obedient fervant, 

G. SAVILEr 



Paper XIIL 

letter Sir G. Sa#le toiheKt^^ G 

‘ hvMiMr ChSTLtf Novitnkr zifkt 

Dear Sir, 

T he fliort line. I wrote to yon 

day, win have in f<«ne meafore acedaoted 
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to you fer tEe tinlc that has elapfed "fincc ttif 
irc^cipt of your favour j and of the Manufcript 
^E^prittted Copies of the Second .Addrcfs. I 
Ik' about yifterday to perform as well as I could, 
tfid promife I had made to gh'e you my fenti- 
Itsents fomewhat at large upon it, but, noi 
being yet quite well, I have not been able to 
dr^w out my thoughts in a way fit (even to my 
own apprehenfion) to convey them to you; 
and, I therefore, think it better to refer it to 
fome opportunity, when I may have the pica* 
fure of converfing more at large on the fubjccu 
than writing will well admit of. And tlie 
rather as ndtning in the mean-lime, waits for it ; 
and the whole is now more a matter of fpecula- 
tive difeuffion, than of Counfel and Debate.— 
I have been indeed literally performing Pene- 
lope's work ; having fpent yefterday in writing 
to you, and fpinning a long Political Web; 
which my fecond and better thoughts on my 
pillow, have advifed me to throw afide. A 
part, however, of my letter occafioned me no 
perplexity ^ and called for no meafured terms 
dr delicacy of eJcpreffion ; I copld not too 
ftitdn^ly esprefs the full affenti give to the 
sUtitodf^ory part, pointiilg out in their couife 
and orifer the caufes of our prefent fituation.-- 
I do not know w^hethcr it be a kiiid of fell- 
iodtplaccncy, which makes me approve with 
mote th^ common relilh, fome parts of that 
dedttiElloh of caufes which I feem to inyfelf as 
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read it, to haye already made in my o\yti mind* 
This is feid, I think by Swift, to be the trueft 
l^raifc, when one cries out, this is excellent-^thu 
fails in uHtb my way of thinking exaBly,^ need 
add nothing as to the execution ; I know that 
better judges by far than I, gi^c it its 
praifc. i, 

As to the reft, that I may avoid tiring you 
and myfelf with fuch a letter as you narrowly 
cl’capcd yefterday, let me reftrain myfelf to the 
expreflion of my fincere wiflies that every good 
effect you look for, may be the refult of this 
publication. But there being yet open a funda- 
mental queftion, on which opinions may be 
various, regarding the better means pf purfuidg 
the Public Objeft ; it is impoffible to fay whe- 
ther this Addrefs is calculated to enfure thofe 
1 uam. Some may think a union, if it be poffi- 
blc fhould be propofed, in a cafe w^here certainly 
?.ll forces united, are not more than adequate to 
the work. Some again may conceive that fuch 
'apparent union would be hollow and f^lfc ; and 
fome again, that it Very little matters pdc 
way or other. This laft clafe may wei^ fet 
afidc. In the mean-time the Proteft ^d Mai* 
lufcfto, as a patter q| contwvej'fy, is i^rtajiuly 
ably drawn •, and doubtlefs it is not dily 
material, but the inconteftable right of the 
P^^pniar to vindicate their own Prind- 

pies, to pplain their CoJ^dud* and to d*^*^***^^^** 
«atc their Sentiments from thpfe hclS by Pet- 
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{m% of peiffuafions: And tlie rather^ 

9S it is done in a manner v€r^ ; and 

in feme places fo honourable to thofe perfons, 
ll^t had no lefs kind fc^ntiments ever been 
tUnldckily fuppofed to be entertained, I could, 
i^haps^ have conceited more fanguine ex- 
fjcftations of an union. 

I lhall be happy to fee any praSkal proof of 
what you chearfully declare, that the people arc 
yet uncorrupted, and that (fuppofing them fo) 
they poflefe likewife that power without fcrce^ 
and (by virtue of their right alone) that 
momentum without moihn^ which will be fufli- 
cient to overthrow that fyftem of defpotiixn 
ruin, v^hich I fear they will neither appre- 
hend nor underftand till they feel it, and the 
work is done ^e8uatly, I own I Ihould as much 
capeft to fee the fpirit and fofefight of a covey, 
defeat the defigns of the fetting dog and the 
1^l#nan, who very quietly ‘and filently are 
^reading thdr light and gentle nets over them. 

I have a^n cncroachdl on my refolution, 
ai^*am getting into a more deUiled argument 
I intended* I ^p^aud all thofe very much, 
db hot dc^air of the Republic. 

forged nbt. to rccbllcft who i^ 
meant %y t^c noble Perfon, who (when the 
Hike of Richmond’s plan of ektenffvcRepre* 
was fb wifely given up) co-operated 
with his Grate in labouring for a general Co^ 
» ilhpbEble not to inquire after a 
tiaii^4re€0^^ in the Addrefi, vdth fucb 
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iiir and ^ongJy diftinguilhedprMfe:, apraif)* 
which 1 ,4ottW oot will have a double efFeft. ■ I 
fhould have been very happy to hay? feen you 
at Rufford, I am now foon going to SaRdbeclr, 
and incline to think I mull; not venture tp p5Ur« 
liament. It is not impoffible but I may pa;^ i»| 
Cliriftmas at home, and I (hould then thinkny*; 
klf very happy to fee you. > ■ 

Dear Sir, your obliged, &c. 

G. SAVILE. 


Paper XIV. 

Ictter/m/SirG.SAVitE tothe Rev. C. Wyvii.fcj 

ll\3hhf£^€mber VjZl, 

Dear S'iti 

A Little tcizing return of an afthmatic kind^ 
whicli I have now fbaken off, togetkei^ 
a bufmefs of a prefling kind in point oi. 
5ime, has hitherto prevented my acknowledging 
favour of your letter of the loth inftant// 
cannot lament more truly than I do on, 
public or private account, the late unhappy an#, 
lofs. It may feem to deferve pe^uli- 
the latter epithet, ^ecaufe, at leaft to a com- 
mon ohfcrvation, it has been* the apparent caufe/ » 
or at leafi the lignal of difunion, at a timcyidwn^ : 
union feemed moll dcfirablc; neverthel^,. jW 
wcfomctim^had alcaningtowr(toi^;iPpinii»^> 
if there was any thing holW, anjr 
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on ivhich {^Iien it came to the left) a funda. 
mental diverfity of views would have fhown 
itfelf, and that the whole Fabric ffiood only on 
'the precarious tenure, of being held together 
the conciliating and delicate hand of our rc^ 
"gtctted Friend, the real difference in this refpeft 
is not fo great as it may appear. 1 fpcak this as 
to the uniimelynefs ; for furely with regard to the 
4mrinfic lofs^ it is not eafy to err on the fide ot 
“over-rating it. 

I am fure it exceeds all my powder of prophecy, 

■ to foretell what is now to enfue either on the head 
of meafures^ or of other points more direclly re- 
"garding the Conjliiution, It is a matter of too 
great delicacy for me to meddle with, in the 
ptefent queffiOn, on which' you flatter me with 
diking my opinion, to hazard an advice where 
much may turn on the chafafters of Perfons. 

" If you think the decifion turn upon that 
point, you mud follow your own judgment in 
it : but it may be, that the difeuflion of that 
^polnt may not appear to be immediately ne- 
veeffary. It may be,‘ or it may appear to you, 
♦■that you may avail yourfcif of the means offered 
i^you, and do it fafely too, without troubling 
' yourfelf about the motives or the principles ot 
^he offerer. If it fliould appear to you that 
A^this is the cafe in the prefent inftance, "diy 
iftiould you lofc an opportunity, and wafte the 
moment in an enquiry after the finccrit) 
or theaprinciples Of the pcrfoii who gives 
that opportunity. If the wind be in a favo^^' 
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able quarter^ why ftay to invcftigate the cau&s 
of It; Jnftead of fpreading your faibtocatcjh 
the which will waft you fmoothly to your 
Port, If on the contrary, you think it pf ma- 
terial confequence to know the real modites 
thole you have tO do with; and if youfi^ 
that you might be led (by a fpecious appearame>^ 
ri^ht) to »cunningly-devifed confequences ; you 
will naturally be very cautious : you will apply 
the dona ferentes^ and you will guard againft 
being the inftruments of what you may not ap- 
prove, while you imagine you are ufing and 
directing the power lent you by others, to your 
own purpofes : this is all I dare venture to fay 
on the fubjed,. 

I hope it does , not appear to you that I art- 
fully c-cade your queftion, I praftfs that I mean^ 
to a’vold entering into it, fo far as it may depend 
on the charaders of perfons, and it is therefore 
that I reftrain myfelf rather to the ftating it, 
than attempting the folution of it. • , 

I have been applied to on the fubjed of a 
Meeting in Nottinghaiplhirc, and have add^ 
*ny fignature to that of feme refpedablc Perfons 
the foot of an Addrefs to the High, Sheriff, 
hut I have heard nothing of it fince, nOr feen 
^ny Advertifement. ' I hope your ftay at Har- 
tlepopl be as long as you propofe, as it \^iU 
he a mark of the benefit Mrs, Wyvill reaps ftoin 
the fituation. J am, wdth my beft com{:^meitt8 
^^her, , Dear Sir, your » 

G* SAVIfcl. 

Qjl Number XXIII. 
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Paper L 

Letter of thanks to Sir G. Savile from the Ihyr 
,md many other principal Inhabitants of Leeds. 

Leeds, the i$th 178#. 

Sir, 

W E whofe Names arc underwritten, In- 
habitants of Leeds, beg leave to return 
you our finccre thanks, for the Vote you gave 
Houfc of Commons on the 8th inftant, 
^in favour of Ihort: Parliaments. 

J. MICKLETHWAIT, Mayer. 
J. BUCK, Recorder. 

JAMES KENNION. 

JER. DIXON, &c. 


Paper 11. 

Letter from Gamaliel Lloyd, Efq; to Sii 
G. Savilb. 

J Havt the honour of tranfinitting to you tn^ 

ih&fcof feveral of thcGcntlcmcn,Magiftr^^^ 

- * ainl 
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and principal Inhabitants of this Borough, fotj 
the Vote you gave in favour pf Mr* * Sawbridge’s 
^lotion* This has very much raifed our Spirits, 
and wc now jfliatter ourfelves, that the Whigs 
united upon truly Whiggifh and ConflitutipUftl 
Grounds, will be an overmatch for their 
fers. For my own part, I mull cohfefs that'np^ 
circumftance during the prefent Seffion, not 
even the glorious Majority on Mr. DunmngV 
Motions, gave me half fo much fatisfaftion, as. 
feeing Sir George Savilc’s name among the Ad-, 
vocates for Ihort Parliaments. On this accduhlt» 
the Leeds Gentlemen by appointing me to trahfc 
rait to you their grateful Acknoisrfedgmcnts, 
have done me a Angular pleafurc, and efpecially 
as it affords me an- opportunity of alluring you 
of the refpecl, &c. 

GAMALIEL LLOYD* 


Pafe^llh 

better /r(?w Sir G. Savile to the M ayou of Leeds. 

London, AZay ao//&, 1780. 
Sir, 

T BEG you to accept yourfdf, and to be 

* pleafed tp prefeut to jhe rjt^ of the 
vcntle^en my bcil: 

C^3 honour 
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you have done me, in the notice you 
Kaye taken of the part I took in the Motion, 
ina 4 o by Mr. Sawbridge bn the 8th inftant. It 
xm& always be very fatisfaAory to me, to find 
f iave gone along with the wilhes of my em- 
jrfoyers. This is a cafe, in which more peculi- 
arly the mind and wifiies Of the Conftituent 
J^pdy, fliould draw the attention of the Repre- 
fcntative. I have enlarged foinewhat on this 
fubjeft, in a letter inclofihg this, which I have 
requefted Mr. Lloyd to communicate to you. 
I am unwilling to rifk loling the poft to night, 
which In truth I am nearly doing, and will de- 
tain you no longer, than while I affure you of 
the refpcci:, with which I am yours, and the 
other Gentlemen’s much obliged, and moft 
obedient fervant, 

G. SAVILE. 


Pa^ IV. 

Letter fi^om Sir G. Savile to Gamaliei^ 
Li-oyd, Efq. 


Sir, 




r ; was at my return home late laft night, that 
your favour, of the 15th came to my hands, 
indofing a packet (a very valuable one to 
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from the Mayor, Recorder, and many other 
refpeftablc Gentlemen, inhabitants of Leeds. 
I muft beg to add to your trouble, by requeft- 
ing you to take the fitteft opportunity of pr^- 
lentingfhe inehjfed anfwcr with riiy l>eft refp^dfe, 

Whatever* may be^ the variety of opinibhS 
refpeding the ipftru^ons of Conftituents,/ f 
trull, there cannot be two fentimenta regar4ii^ 
the infinite 6jtisfa(flion . it muft be to a Repi^ 
Tentative, to findf that he has afted conformably 
tothc wilhes and. opinions of a rcfpeclable bdejy 
of thofe who have font him, and more cfpccidlfy 
in a queftion of, the firft and moft public con,- 
liqucnce. 

This fatisfaftiqn I (hall endeayour to exprefs 
in a few words,, as well as I am able; I dar^ 
fay, however, it will be ft ill (hort of what I 
feel on the occafion : but there is fomething pe- 
culiar in the nature and circumftanccs of the 
prefent bufinefs refpeding me, which makes m^ 
efteem it neceftary to enlarge a little more than 
is ufual in fuch a cafe ; explanations appearing 
only neceftary in genei%}, when there has been 
a difference of fentiment. I believe it is pretty 
generally known,, both by what I 4oclare4 at 
York, and by what I have fince confirmed by 
feme letters, that the queftion of the duration 
of Parliaments, feemed to me that one point of 
all others, which remains if one may fo exprefs 
one’s felf, in fojqnie fort the cxclufive right of t^ 
Conflituent to judge of for himfelf ; a right 

^4 firvM 
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fervcd it werd, from amongft thq powcis 
vi/:hiA he Delegates to his Reprefeotative, that 
I fought it might be called with fome prc). 
-pl^ty, rather a point about Parliaments than iu 
Piprfiaments and that I fliould therefore, as to 
that qaeftion, make the prevailing wijhescf mj 
ConfiimnU (when I knew them) tlie abfolute ruk 
of tpy conduct. My exprefiion was> that in that 
point, I fhould vote obediently* My informa- 
tions had been lince that time of various kinds, 
and during that period, Mn Sawbridge moved 
the Houfe for leave to bring in a Bill, tofliortcn 
the duration of Parliaments. I could not long 
hefitate what part to take ; to vote againft the 
league to bring in, was at once to fliut the door 
. in its face, and put an end^ to all difcuflicn 
of the queftion ; whereas if leave were given 
tQ. bring it in, the matter was ftill open to deli- 
beration. And befides the error (if even it 
fliould be againft the general fenfe of my Con- 
ftUuents) was certainly ftill on the better fidej 
becaufe 1 doubtlefs do a lefs perfonal injury tc 
him, who wifhes to fen^me for feven years, by 
returning for his choke at the end of three, 
thapl. fliould do to him, who chufes to recall 
me at three years by flaying feven. I call it a 
injury, bccaufe, conftdering it as a general 
OpifiitHt'mal point, he has an equal right to ba^vs 
hipytill executed, be it which way it may. I 
C(^4i|3gly voted for the Motion : The fuccels 
you acquaiatedi with# My final detennina- 
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tion however being to turn on one iffue, vr/; ^ 
tk weighs $f the wijhes and opinions of my Confix 
luenis, the very letter I was honoured with ktt 
night, has doubtleft put a confiderable weight 
in one of the fcales, and in that light, I like- 
wife feel inyfelf therefore direded and helped fo 
far, as well as obliged By it, as it tends to afford' 
me that information, which I fo eariiefily wiQi 
to have of the balance of xny Conftituents* 
opinions. This leads me naturally to mention 
a circumftance of an oppofite kind, and which 
ou the contrary may tend to miflead me, and 
to cUfguife the true Hate of the Public opinion ; 
this will take fome little explaining. He Who 
ligns the Afibciation declares that he will vote 
tor no man, who he is not convinced will vote 
fjr fliort Parliaments. Now I can fuppofe many 
Perfons, to have in their minds a confiderable ' 
preference for that meafurc, who yet. arc not fo ’ 
(urncjily bent upon it that they *ivould make it an abfo^ 
luu condition. For it is one thing to fay I prfer 
^nainial Parliaments ; I like the Member the better 
•will •vote for them. And it is another to fay, 
tiutwerc a man in every other refpeft fuch as I 
could wifli, were he wife, honeft, afek, incor- 
ftjptible, yet i fliould rejed him, if he Wanted 
one thing needful. Many may entertain the 
h***! mentioned fentiment, who may not go the 
of the latter, and I can imagine that this 
thought has leflened the number of Sub*' 
knbers, by excluding many who really wilh in 

a confiderable 
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i coniiidenble degree for the meafure, and yet 
not like to bind themfelves fo abfolutdy. I 
c|n fuppofe, for inftance, that even feme who 
Have done me the honour of fubferibing the 
litter in queftion^ may; yet not .have figned the 
Affociation ; and yet (%pofing it to bo fo) do 
you imagine that their opinion^ thus declared, 
Has a jot lefs weight with me, than if they had 
iver- fo folemnly bound themfelves not to vote 
for me but ou that condition : certainly not, 
becaufe it tells me plainly their wiflics, and it is 
thewiihesof my Conftituents, I ardently delire 
to know and to conform to : a hundred AlTo^ 
ciatiens could tell them to me no plainer. Now 
I could very much havewiftied that fomc mode 
ISbuld be adopted, for fuch ii may have declined 
figning the Affociation on the ground above 
mentioned, to fignify their inclinations in this 
matter. For want of this we may remain in 
the dark, as to many perfons whofe fentiments 
Iliay never be declared at all, becaufe there is 
but one way prepared to declare them, and that 
way they dUapprovc for the rcafons Rated above. 
I was the rather unwilling to let flip this, wliich 
feems 'a vqfy proper opportunity of writing on 
the fubjeef, becaiffc I have fome reafon to be- 
lieve it has been in feme inflances the cafe, and 
iHercforc, although the inclofed letter may prO' 
fitly be called my public or more formal an- 
hkty {a mark of rrfpcd, and a return I at® 
fcry due to that I have received) yet 1 

confide*^ 
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confidcr this as fubftantially more the Letter of- 
bufincfs, and beg that you will thereforej . not 
only communicate it together with the indofedi, 
but likewife ufe it in any manner that you may 
think moft proper, fo as to render it the mcA: 
cffedual as to the ob^ of it. It is quite at 
your difpofal for that pur pofe, I have only tQ 
defirc your cxcufe for fo long a letter, .and to: 
(Icfire you to accept my thanks for your very, 
obliging one, and to fubferibe myfelf, with 
great regard, 

Sir, your obedient humble fervant, 
a SAVILE. 


Taper V, 

Letter v)t\mn by Gamalibi. Lloyd, Efq; m 
concert with other Gentlemen ^ Leeds to Sic 
G. Savile. 


L£ED$y the t^tb Mayt i 

Sir, 

I Had the honour of your's of the aoth 
inftant, together with a letter direded tp 
Mayor, both which I communicated to th« 
Gentlemen concerned. We are all (preatly obji- 
ged to you for the trouble you have taken ua 

giving 
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giving, US your fentiments, and for the coa. 
dcfcending deference you pay to the opinions 
^ your Conftituents, regarding a point akut 
Parliaments* This encourages me to enlarge 
i^n the fubjc£l of the latter part of your leu 
fcr, and at the fame tii^ap to explain the motives 
that induced myfelf, ahilfeveralof my acquaint- 
s|nce to join the Affociation: a meafurc^^c 
^eem neceffary that the People may undcrltand 
one another the better, and that the fame argu- 
ments and ways of thinking may bind, them 
together, and make them acl as one body, 
inftead of fo many individuals ; and what re- 
commends the Affociation the more, is, that it 
has been promoted by fo many Gentlemen ot 
large independent fortunes, who from education 
and other circumftances, have had much better 
opportunities of being rightly informed in Po- 
litics than ourfclves, ‘ With regard to your 
vpting obediently, we know Sir George Savilc 
votes through principle, but we want to oblige 
other people )vho are not aftuated by the like 
virtuous motives, to pay the fame regard to 
their Conftituents’ wifhesj and therefore wc 
look upon their affenting to the articles oi 
the Affociation, as#.a ncccflary fecurity given to 
the people. You obferve, “ there may be many 
i*^wno prefer triennial Parliaments, and that 
^ilke the Member better who will vote for 
^Uhem, but who may fay, wxre a man in every 
^ refpe^ fuch as wc could wifli, were he 

“ lioncff* 
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B jioneft, able, incorruptible ; yet fltall we re? 

« jeft him, becaufc he wants that one thing 
« needful.” Our fentiments on this fubjecl 
are thefe ; could there be a Houfe of Commons 
compofed entirely of men of independent prim 
ciples, and Who aftcd folely from the di^tiM 
ot cool unprejudiced rri^n, wc might reft con- 
tented Were Parliaments everlafting, but this 
wc know can never be expetfted from the pref- 
tf lit ftatc of human nature : we dally fee honeft 
independent Gentlemen overpowered by a croud 
of perfons, infenfible of the wilhes of the people, 
ind direfled by Minifters of State. The lloufe 
of Commons itfclf has declared, that there is- 
jn undue influence of the Crown, to which we 
in the Country add, that there is a ftill greater 
and more unconftitutional infiutmcc of Lords 
ind other great Men by their property in the 
lluroughs : an influence very dangerous in itfelf, 
and more fo as it is the greateft fupport of the . 
influence of the Crown. Through the want of 
public virtue, the only check there is left to og- 
pofe {0 thefe two, is the influence if the people at 
large ; and it is otir ojrinion, founded upon the 
inatureft confideration, that the influence of . the 
people would be beft kept up, and promoted by 
lUort Parliaments, and a n^re equal Reprefetaa- 
tim in the Houfe of Conpnons. Till a Refortnt^tidb . 
in thefe pdifts takw place, the Virtuous inde- 
pendent Gentlemen have it not in their power fo 
• ferve theirConntry cffcchially ; therefore, tljoug^i 

a Member 
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i Member be wife, honeft, able and ineorruptr* 
blc; though he fhould perfevere and be undif* 
mayed at fatigues and difeppointments, yet till 
. the undue influence of the Crown and of Lordi 
&c. be counterbalanced by the influence of the 
People, all his virtues and abilities, with regard 
to Politics will be almol^M to the public. On 
that account, many may think it their intcrefr 
h a Political light io prefer a man of infinitely 
left merit, but who will ufe his utmoft endea- 
vours (by promoting fliort Parliaments and a 
more equal Reprefentation) to put it into his m, 
power when an occafion offers, of becoming 
ijfentially ferviceable. The Houfe of Commons 
have hitherto only ftruck at the ivimediatc in- 
fluence of the Crown ; but we fear equally iu 
tonftant Auxiliary, the influence of Lords and 
other Proprietors of Boroughs. It is a melancholy 
confideration, that the little Boroughs arc cor- 
rupted by the public Treafures, but wc look 
upon it as a much worfe evil for them to be 
without a ftruggle, the Slaves of Ariftocratic 
Power. If they are fo far independent^ as to 
have the liberty of felling themfclves to the bcii 
bidder, there is at leaft a chance of their be* 
'cabling fometime virtuous ; but if they arc 
another man’s abfolute property, they are loft 
, j[brqfer. I beg you will excufe tlic freedom 
which I write ; I fliould not have preiumcd 
W have taken up your time fo long, h.ad I not 
:fecn to affure you from my own kno'v- 
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that thefe arc in general the fentiments 
ot a great many of your friends in thefe parts* 

I remain with great refped, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

GAMALIEL LLOYD. 


The Mayoi* informed Sir George that he 
billed a Meetings where Sir George Savilc^s 
Letter to himfclf and that to Mr. Lloyd Wd'c 
read, and alfo Mr. Lloyd's anfwer, which was 
unanimoufly approved of as containing the ge- 
neral fcntiinents of the People, &c. Mr. Lloyd's 
anfwer was feUt inclofed in the Mayor's letter. 


Number XXIV. 

Paper L 

Letter from the Rev. C. Wyvill to VifcounC' 
MaHon. 

Northallerton, I ^So* 

My Dear Lord, 

1 AM authorized by Sir George S$v0e to 
affure you, that he has no objeftion to take 
the lead in moving tlie great <|ueftipit, for mc- 
horating the Parliamentary Reprefentation, by 

the 
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the addition of one hundred Knights* But 
at the fame time, lie dclires it may H Well un. 
derftood, he thinks it highly improper to agitate 
that queftion in the next Sclfion of Parliament, 
mil^s a rational and feailbic plan can iirft be 
prepared ; and unlcfs it fliall appear, fuch pru- 
dent plan will be fuppc^|ed by the bulk of the 
Minority in Parliament# The |irft condition 
Sir George confiders, as abfolutcly and indil'- 
peniably neceffaryj the other condition, will 
a^mit a Icfs ftrid and rigorous interpretation. 

I have only to obferve, farther, on my own 
part, that thefe are rcftriclions which honef 
policy feems plainly to point out ; and which, 

I therefore truft your Lordfhip will think it ex- 
pedient to adopt. But admitting the propriety 
of thefe limitations, which I do moft explicitly ; 
cfpecially in a matter of this extraordinary 
magnitude I flatter myfclf a ftricl obfervance 
of them will not retard the intended propofi- 
tiop* There is certainly time fufEcient to pre- 
ps^re a rational and well confidered plan ; and 
from the fuccefs of the papular Candidates in 
many Eledions, and from other recent events, 
there is reafon to hope the plan wnll be fup' 
pbrtcd not only by a refpedable body of friends 
who have taken an early and an adive part in pro- 
moting it, but alfo by the united Powers of oppo- 
fitiOif of every defeription and denomination, 
lam, my Dear Lord, with the trueft eftcctn, 

" Your Lordfliip's moft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 

Pi7/>fr Ik 
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Papef II* 

Letter from the Rev. C. Wyvill to Sir G. Savilb* 

HArtlepooLi OSohr I4i 17^0* 


Dear Sii*, 

I Deferred fending you ^he inclofed copy of 
my letter to Lord Mahon^ till I could at the 
Lime time communicate his anfwer* which I 
did not receive till laft night, from its miA 
dircclion to Burton. His Lordlhip’s obferva- 
tion on your feco7id condition is not quite what I 
could have wiflied it to be \ but notwithftand* 
ing fome variation of fentiment here, I am 
} erfuaded you are agreed in the moll material 
part of tlie bufinefs. Lord Mahon dreads the 
Hiiichicfs of procraftination* You wifli to 
guard againft the fatal effects of an unrefpeftabte 
commencement, which might throw a damp 
upon the c aufe that never could be got over.~ 
ihe evils on cither fide are by no means ima* 
ginary or of flight confideration ; they are real 
2 rid important evils j but, I fuppofe on the one 
that you are not for procraftinating the 
if there is a gi 3 od aflurance of refpeita- 
Wc fupport 5 and on the other hand, if there 
'ycre no grounds for expe^ing fuch fupport, 
taat Lord Mahon would certainly admit pro- 
' R craftination 
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cruftinatioti to be the lefs evil. The queftion 
then is fimply this— Will there be a refpeftablc 
fupport the propofition ? ,I hope the 
anfwer to this queftion will form the point of 
tinion on this momentous bufinefc, between 
yourfelf and Lord If a confiderablc 

number of friends to '^e queftion may be de- 
pended on ; with a probability of their in- 
creafe in number and reputation, and wdth no 
trianifeft hazard of a rupture with thofe rc- 
fpc<ftablc Members of oppofition, who may at 
prefent decline joining In the attempt : I tliink 
if Ido not mUunderftand the terms of your fc- 
cond condition, that you will not fcruplc to phicc 
yourfelf at their head ; where 1 believe, mod 
part of your Friends in Yorklhirc v/ifti to fee 
you. Whether thefe favourable circumftancc ; 
may be relied on, you are infinitely better able ro 
judge, than I can pretend to be. But as 1 have 
already hinted, in the light and fituation in 
lii^hich they appear to me, I cannot help flatter- 
ing myfclf, there is nothing which in your 
more mature and extenfive confideration of tl»c 
fulgeft, will be foutid to difeourage the under- 
taking. 1 fliall be very happy to hear you con- 
firm my fuppofition ; as I muft confefs my hopc^ 
of any material advantage to the Public, from 
the late popular Meetings and Aflbeiations 
gteatly depend on the part you refolve to take. 

. After fpending a few days in Cleveland, I 
fliall return to Burton, where I fliall have a moft 

particul^i* 
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particular pleafiire in feeing you and Mr. 
Hartley, and hope it may be convenient fome- 
time before you go. up to the Mating of Par- 
lianient. 

I am ever tny Dear Sir, 

Moft faithiglly yours, > 

T C. WYVILLe 


Paper III, 

Letter from Sir G. Savile to the Rev. C. Wvvill* 

N£WCA8TX.Ep 17/^, 1780. 

Dear Sir, * 

I AM much obliged by your communication 
of the correfpondence between Lord Mahon 
and you. I grow every day more fcnfible how 
necefl'ary it is, if one has a mind to do a things to 
ufc the means iy which it may be done. If 1 want 
to lift a great piece of timber, 1 condefeend to 
ufe pullies and purchafes 1 If to cut it in two, 
i take a law ; I take a band faw if it is a piec^ 
I can cut j I call a man to help me in the law-pit, 
if it be a great tree which any body would 
laugh at me for attempting by myfclf.^JVflf« arc 
the.inftrumcnts in the prrfcnt cafe. 

R 2 


In 
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you are not at a lofs to Vhich way 
tfty opinion goes; and Of confeqticiice that I 
rimft be content to abide (and without mur. 
ptiiring) the cenfurc which, as I have faid, natu- 
tally belongs to that fide of the q^ueftion. Lord 
Mahon, feetns to entettain the contrary opi. 
nion, and it is a very maintainable one. 

There is always fome degree of affedation when 
one feys, one prefers the opinion of another to 
one’s own ; or, in other words, that one verily 
believes one is miftakcii, or that one thinks 
what one thinks not true. ^ 

On the other hand, ! am fure it would be 
very great prefumption in me to prefume, I am 
in the right and Lord Mahon in the wrong. 

I will digrefs a little to a general fentiment 
dr two, which for my own fake as well as 
yours, I will lap up in as little compafs as 1 can. 

I look upon it, there arc as the world goes, 
but two prai^ical modes of obtaining a con- 
fidemble change in great public Regulations ; by 
the means of a Party ; or, by the means of the 
' People. (I do not now mean outward force.) 
JTow the People nevef are alarmed in time or by 
principles. They never objefb to iilken bands.— 
Mr. Lockit, prefents you '^ith a nice pair of 
' poiiihed fetters, which become any Gentleman 
^charmingly.— -Who felt the military order I has 
it; not been tried on for three months ? it « 
taken off again at pleafure as it was put on. L 
yduV neck galled i was not the yoke well lined, 

ftuft, 
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fluff, and Very foft? (How much more terrible 
a Mob ?) Clap his neck poor-icilow, and give 
him fome corn, apd we’ll try it on again to- 
morrow. ' ' . 

Seeing the People will feldom be alarmed till 
they feel — and Jince thef da not yet feei^you de- 
ceive yourfelves in fiippofing the People are 
with you. , . ; < 

It is then the duty, if you would atternpt to 
corre^ an evil principle before the People- feel, 
(wluch is rather late) it is the duty, I fay, of all 
parties who from good, bad, and indilFerent 
motives, happen to be enlifted .againft Power, 
to bring in their feveral forces,, for all forts of 
motives (good, bad, and indifferent of courfe) 
and join in any one good thing they can agree 
upon. And if they cannot agree ^ then to wait 
with patience till they can ; or laftly, till the 
people call out from their feelings. The latter 
is very undefirable, if it can be forcftalled j l^e- 
caufe, as the People are not quick enough in 
rcGfting bad beginnings ^ fo they rufh on whm 
they do begin and may mstke bad endings f or, if 
all ends well, it may be by more bloody measns 
than I wifh cither to fee or take a part in. , Here 
ends my digreflion. 

Having premifed that Lord Mahon and my* 
felf are equally entitled to our opinions, and 
by no means flattering myfelf that any thing I 
have faid, flxould tns^e a change in his : One 
thing remains clear j it is a maxim of the pro- 
R 4 feflion. 



C m I 

l am juft now exercifing, tisft Wery ex- 
|}cdbion ihould be intrufted with the 

who thinks it ihould be undertaken, 
with him who thin^ it ihould not. Lord 
Mahon, is dear it ihould be attempted without 
my laft condition ; I am dearly of a contrary 
opinion. All the difference it makes is only 
who makes and feconds it. This difference will 
all be to its advantage, and I will fupport it with 
]^erfeft fiddity and a true defire to fucceed, 
whatever my defponding turn of mind may 
ftiggeft to the contrary. 

Pleafe to obferve that I fuppofc the firft con- 
dition fulfilled,- even for me to fupport it ; for I 
jinuft be cxcufed if I avoid taking a part in any 
undigefted plan made up for a day’s oppofition- 
flourilh only. 1 fliould not like the ridicule 
which would attend carrying fuch a motion, 
(by feme fortuitous drcumftance perhaps) and 
then bang afleed for the plan or the bill, only 
to have to fay, that, thinking ourfelves furc 
not to carry it, we had indeed not thought 
©fit or looked Co forward. 

On the other hand pleafe likewife to under- 
ftand'tltat by a ftrong fupport, I do not mean 
any thing perfonal. If the King <rf France had 
brought in a majority of the prefent Parlia- 
^nt, and they 'would vote for a quellion I 
I would introduce it. A ftrong inftance 
ofthi^lhave^ven. 

Icnterum 
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{ entmsd^ lidpes of feeing you before long, 
but the timo I Ohtlnot fix, as it depends on fonut 
operations here. 

Dear Sir, with true regard. 

Your obedient humble fcrs^t, 

Oi SAVILl. 



Paper IV, 

Letter from the Rev. C. WvvitL to Vlfcoiint , 
Mahok.’ 

BuftTOK^HAiiL, OMer ar/, 1710, 

My Dear Lord, 

Y our favour of tnc 5 in iQuna me ac 
Hartlepool, from whence copies of bdtli 
your Lordfliip's letter and mine, to which ft 
wus an anfwer, were immediately difpatched to 
Sir George Savile. 

On my return home laft night I received a 
long letter from Sir George, ftrongly exprefling 
his wifhes that the great queftion niay fucce^, 
and his intention to give you his bell aiSftandc, 
if you refolve to move it this winter ; but iigiti* 
fying alfo, that in his opinion, it is intproper to 

bring 
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bring the bufinefe forward, till a ponrerfiil fup. 
port can be depended on } and coniequently 
declining the lead, unlefe he can be iatisfied in 
that refpeft. As this difficulty rclatca only to 
the degree of fupport which may be expefted, 
'l hope it will be got over ; in a few days I 
lhall probably have an ppportunity to convcrfc 
upon the fubje<a with Sir George and Mr. 
Hartley, at this place, and lhall certainly com- 
municate the refult to your Lordfliip. I would 
now tranfmit a copy of Sir George’s letter, if 
for the reafon above, I did not wifh to confider 
it as not contMning his final determination.— 
But if he lhaU then pofidvely decline taking 
the lead, I lhall not fail to fend you the whole. 

I am, my Dear Lord, with true regard. 

Your molt faithful fervant, 
/ C. WYVILL. 


Paper V. 



t ns J 


Paper V. 

Letter front Vifeount Mahon 1o the Rev. C. 
Wyvill. 

HAieley-street, OBober 

My Dear Sir, 

I Send you herewith the unanimous Refolud- 
ons of our Kentifh Committee, which I truft 
will meet with your approbation, and with that, 
of your refpcftablc Committee of the County o| 
York, to whom, I beg you will have the good-^ 
nefs to prefent thofe Refolvest 
Our Committee wifli to prevent, as much as 
poiTiblc, unnecejfary procraftirtfition ; and are at the ' 
fame time, truly anxious to fliew in the moft 
decided and public manner, their high rcipc^ 
for the great and meritorious County of York, 
and their ftrong defire of co-operatmg with l:h« 
valuable Sir George Savile, one of their Re^ 
prefentatives in Parliament, in the promoting 
of the important and necefiary object of equals 
zing and purifying the Reprefentation, by ad- 
ding to- the Houfe of Commons, at leaft one 
hundred County Members, 

I have the honour to be. 

With the higheft eftcem, and finccrcfl: refpeft. 
My Dear Sir, your moft faithful. 

And affectionate humble fervant, 

MAHON, Chairman, 

P. S, 
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S. I fend you inclofed a copy of my Let- 
Lord Rockingham# I have wrote many 
LjCtters to the like eiF^ct, to other perfons, 

” Wr fhall certainly be very ftrong in this new 
P^Jiament. 

For God^s fake, my Dear Sir, let us be well 
aware, of even feeming to concede any further, 
either in refpeeb of matter, manner, or time. 

ihall lofe all by procrajlination^ for to ufc 
the late Earl of Chatham's expreffion on this 
iub}e<fl; We have taken pojfejfton of Jlrong ground^ 
let who will decline to follow us* Nothing but 
firmnefs can procure us the united fupport of op* 
portion. 


Paper VI. 

. L^tcr from the Rev. C, Wyvill to Vifeount 
Mahon. 


Burton*Hai.i, OHt>btr 1780. 

My Dear Lord, 

N othing could have given me more fi* 
tisfa<^lioa than your papket of the 23d ot 
Ofi^ber, inclofing copies of the Refolutions of 
your very refpcc'lablc Committee, and your 

Lordfliip’s 
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Lordfhip's letter to Lord Rockingham, See. be- 
caufe nothing could be better timed than they 
arc, or better adapted to conciliate and unite 
all real friends of the public in the common 
caufc ; or if they fail to produce that dcfirable 
cfTcd, they will teach us at leaft to diferiminate 
on good grounds, the Patriot from the mere 
Partizan, who would affume the name. I ho|ie 
the Refolutions may alfo have due weight with 
Sir George Savilc, and induce him to accept 
the honourable talk of moving our great qiieC; 
tion. When this very material point is fettle, ^ 
when Sir George agrees to move, and yoUt 
Lordfliip to fupport him, I fliall be fatisfyed the 
fate of our Conftitution is committed into the 
beft and fafeft hands which this Country affords. 

1 tranfmit to your Lordlhip a copy of Sir 
George Savile’s letter j becaufe, inftead ofhav* 
ing fecn him here fomc days ago, I find it is ftifl 
uncertain when he will come, and I dare Cljr 
y(ju wi(h to fee his reafoning at full length. 
alfo inclofe my letter to Sir George Sai;^ifc^ 
which accompanied the copy of our corrcfpofi^l^ 
ence, on the propofed introdudion of our 
b> Sin George Savile. ^ 

Hell c VC me ever, my Dear Lord, 

Your faithful and affe^ionatc humble fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 


Number XXV* 
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Paper I. 

IiCtter from the Rev. C. Wyvill to Sir G. S aviir. 

KxiCHTSBRlDGEy jipril Z^tb^ 1783. 

Dear Sir, 

r ' was with extreme concern I underftood 
from Mr. Mafon a few weeks ago, that your 
c4d diforder had returned with violence; and 
though I had the fatisfaftion fince that, to hear 
you, was got much better, yet it is impoffible 
any of your friends, who know how fre* 
q^nt your relapfcshave been, can avoid feeling 
the greateft anxiety and apprelienfion, at your 
p^gn of coming up to attend theHoufe on the 
of May. It is. the dread of all wh^ have 
wy regard for you, that you may come, and 
the heat moft crowded Houfc, and 
your zeal and anxiety on a moft important De- 
may too probably exceed your ftrength.— 
jiflow me therefore, my Dear Sir, in the name 
of feveral of your friends and at the particular 
requeft of feme whom you greatly regard, to 

intreat 
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intrcat you will lay afide the thought of being pre- 
ient at that debate. Ever fincelheard of your lata 
rclapfc, I blamed myfelf for not having written 
in stronger terms to Mr. Foljambe, in my letter 
from Wansford, to difluadc you from makiUg 
the attempt. Thdfe were my fentiments before 
I had converfed with any of your friends here ; 
but when I found their apprehenfions for your 
fafety were the fame as mine, and Sir Cecily 
^Vray particularly wiflied me to write, I could 
not hcfitatc any longer. Very poffibly you mijr 
be the lefs inclined to comply with our in- 
trcalics, becaufe you may think they are the 
iuggtilions of private friendlhip, in oppofition 
to what the public good may be thought to 
require. Far from it j on this occafion, I airt 
perfuaded they are agreed. Your approbation 
of the meafure is well known j but whether 
you attend or not, the queftion it is univer- 
tally believed will be loft. In thefe circum-*; 
ilanccs can the public good require you flioutlcP 
hazard your life to add your vote to a 
nority, even on fuch a queftion as this ? I 
not think it. Bcfides the affairs of this Cou^^ 
try are in a forced unnatural lituation ; th^ 
cannot long continue in it ; at leaft, it feems 
not unreafonable to appreheno danger is mafc 
ing near approaches to us. In a public view,, 
therefore, it may be of thegreateft confeqqeni^' 
tliat Sir G. Savile, though uuable to attend 
Parliament, is yet alive and able to give nil^ 

afliftance* 
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aiTiftancc on any great emergency by his advicc» 
and the influence of his charader and experi- 
ence* It may prevent great mifehiefsj and even 
if what I allude to, fliould not befall the Coun. 
tty, his counfel may be of almoft equal impor- 
tance, whenever an improvement of tlie mode 
of Reprefentation is really about to take place. 
And as for the opinion of your Conftituents, 
brieve me, that is too well fixed to require 
fuch hazardous proofs as thefc, of your regard for 
the Conftitution, or your zeal to exert yourfelf 
to the utmoft of your power, in promoting a 
qiicftion they have at heart. They know all this 
already a» well as it can be known. And if for 
want of my reprefenting this to you fully and 
in proper time, they fliould have the misfor- 
tune to lofe you, 1 ftiould not be forgiven by 
them, nor Ihould I ever forgive myfelf. 

I hope you will not take the trouble to anfwer 
this letter ; but that Mr. Foljambc will, and that^ 
I {hall have the pleafure of hearing from him 
before the 7th of May, that 1 have been fortu- 
nate enough to prevail with you to flay at 
r Ruflbrd. 

Believe me ever. Dear Sir, 

With moil fincerc regard, truly your’s, 

C. WYVILL. 

Fa/>cr lb 


Ktithortbislctter ngr Any other intreaties of his Friends and dcir- 
eft could alter Sir G. Savile’s refolution to attend Parha- 

mebt oa the 7th of May. He made an effort to deliver bU 
Spe^ in fupport of Mr. Pitt’s Motion, that daf, foi a Rcfoini »r> 
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II. 

Application by Sit Cz6ih WraVj’^&C. W Sir G. 
Savile, requejling him not to reji^ lots Seit in 
Parliament} witA Sir G,. Sa vile's 

annexed, 

Nf^imhef nOi X783^» 

M r. Hammond and Mr. 1). Hartley having 
fuggefted to Sir Cecil Wray, that Sir 
George Savile (who had fignified his intention 
to vacate his feat for the County of York) might 
perhaps’ be perfuaded to change his opinion, if 
applied to by fome Gentleman of the County. 
MefTrs. Duncombe, Peirfe, &c. approved the 
fuggeftion, and thfe following letter was ligned 
and given by Sir ’Cecil to Sir George Savile, 
then ill at Bromptoh. 


the Hcprcfcntalion ; but hU frame enfeebled by licknerfi, waiV 
unable to bear that exertion’; he fainted in the fiddle of V 
Speech, and though timely afliftance brought him W life, be 
B'sw weaker daily, and at laft lubk under the effects Of this blow, 
(leaf the end of the year 1783. 

the dofing feenc of Sir G. Savile’a lifc^^and in that of Lord 
Chatham, not long before, the circumlVanccs were remarkably 
^ijeident. Sir G. Savile, the acuteft Rcafoncr, the moft en- 
•ghtened Legiflator, the moft accompliftied Patriot fell, in a vir- 
;J;CU6 effort in Parliament to renovate the Britifl) Conftitiitibn 
if K Chatham, the greateft Orator and Statefttiaa 

this Country, was the confequence of a nmilar exertion to pft^ ' 
of the Britilh Empire : In the agitation^ 
bate on that Queftioti| be alfo fainted^ and died in a few days. 

ni S Letter 
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to Sir G. Savile by feveraiyLtmhtx% ef 
Parliacflfent of the County ^York* 

D JEfirous to ^ve to Sir George Savile every 
teftimony of regard and gratitude for his 
fervices, we do tnoft earneftly intreat Sir George 
'ft8l to continue hinsfelf to us, in the Charadcr 
of our Reprefentativew 
It is needlefs to fay how much we efteem him 
in that Charafter. We cannot reconcile our- 
iMves to the idea of breaking through a Con- 
nexion Vhich is fo dear to us. Ourfelves and 
Others, Members of Parliament, will willingly 
'take a part in the private bufinefs of the 
County, in which from a juft regard to his in- 
valuable life, we wifli Sir George not to in- 
terfere* 

Muncafter, John Cavendilhi 

W. Wilb«rforcc, Arundeil Gallway, 

Cecil Wray, Thomas Gafeoigne, 

Frederick Robinfon, Henry Pcirfe. 


On caUing at Brompton feme days after, Sir 
George Savile told Sir Cecil Wray, that he had 
fcrawled a letter in anfwer, but had not fent it, 
as could not make it fo perfeX as he could 

♦ N. B. Mr. Burke, refufed to Sign it- 

wuh' 
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wi{h.--Slr George, therefore, defircd Sir Ccd! 
to make his perfoiial compliments to the Gen* 
tlcmeii who had figned the letter. And at the 
fame time gave Sir Cecil the following Paper. 


Note by Sir G*. Savijlb in mfmrjo. the Yorjb* 
Ihire Members of Parliament. 

I Have had two or three baddifh days, and am 
quite unable to write.— -I can but make Ikd 
work of it now ; can you contrive for nie, my 
Dear Sir, to aflure the. Gentlemen who haye 
figncd the Paper, how fincercly I am impreffed 
with both the fenfe of their kindnei’s and the 
honour of their teftimony. 

I do aflure you, if it was pofliblc for me to 
forefec a chance of fufficient ground to change 
my intention, that Paper would not have failed 
of almoft forcing my compliance, were there a 
pofliblc profpeft of doing or almoft feeming to 
do, in almoft any fenfe, even a part only of the 
duties of the office, though even to the hurt of 
my health. I might through your flattery be 
induced to fuppofe it a duty to Vun the rifk for 
the good you'tcll me I might contribute to ; or, 
if I could fee a rational profpcdf of my growing 
better able to buftle a little, and fo becoming able 
make again a little running, without being 
*gain immediately dcmoliflied, in this cafe too^ 
S % I might 



I n ^j ^^j^ferhaps be induced td N^rfther of 
l^«re the cafe, I lofe the chance equally 
my neck over the^ext hedge, as 
tw talcin g my tired horfe home in time. 

"'^^he exceeding kind fuggeftion of lightening 
iny talk of Provincial BtSnefs, I do not know 
How to acknowledge as I Ihould^ do. ^Pray 
o8U% teore let me beg of you to do it for me as 
^ell as you can. 


' |3r OVBjiBgllr communicated by Sir Cedi Wriy, tbe wottky 
Stlend of Sir dcotge Savllc. 

j:; ’ ' ■ . 


Pn/er III. 

toet /rm Sir G. Savilb /nSirR. D. Han- 
YARi), High^SherilF of Yorklhire. 

SnoMrTOM, NvetoAtr ijSj* 

Sir, 

ift.T my Printed Addrefs to the County (which 
IS I hope has not failed to be tranfimtted to 
Was was dircacd, as early as could be) yw 
WbuVd be apprifed of my intention of 
.Smy Seat. Not knowing bt that time, vh 
County Osurts would M, . A 

thne, fo as to allow a proper intttrt^ very 
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I very wMh«l)betwc« the moving of 
w” ”d rt« County to t^: 

fuch meafutes a? miffht feem moft proper fe?s 
garding the choice of their ■ 

® The next County Court will I find faB on 
the lytb, on which d^X the Eleftion ™ght in- 
deed he, if the Writ comes to your hands 
the nth, yet ^ait may probably feem a. %en 
defirable meafure to have fome 
through your favour, of feeling the fenfe of the 
County at a previous Meeting ; and as 
rate too great a precipitancy is the fault, of 
others, to be avoided; I Ihould wifli. not tO’ 
have the Writ moved, fo as to come to your 
hands till after the iith. In that cafe, by no- 
tice at the County Court on the i 7 th,you may 
appoint the Eleaion, on any day you fiiall judge 
beft, from ten to fixteen days after. In the 
mean-time, 1 flatter myfelf, that on this expofi- 
tion of my intentions, which I now take tl^ 
liberty of troubling you yyith, you wUl not fe# 
any obje<5lion to the procuring a Meeting ot 
the County (if you think that meafure chgiWe 
in other refpeas) previous to the Eleftion, 
matter itjelf being out of queftion ; and tl^ 
form of the Writ being come to your haij^ 
not appearing neceffary to previous Meetings 
which is not (lik^ ^be El^SliohJ) a formal prpf 
cceding, or ruled by legal reftri^Sons. 

My anxious dpj&re to aft lb as to oon^lt |» 
much as in me lies, both the pdte apd the 
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Kyaifin nf thofe to whom I haVc fo niany arid 
pblij^tions, makes me promlfe myfclf I 
obtuh your excufe for this trouble. 

' inuch out of order, I muft entreat you 
to excufe my fending you fuch a blotted letter. 

I have the honour to be. Sit, 

With great refped, 

Ifout moft obedient, and moft humble fervant, 
?■ G. SAVILE, 


. Paper IV. 

tetter from Sir G. Savile to Sir R. D. 

V Hildyard. 

fSuftx^td la te eatedtner near Dec. loth, tjiy) 

Sir, 

I ltavc to acknowledge the honour of your 
letter, which indeed I Ihould have done 
fooner, if the unequal and uncertain Rate of my 
• health from day to day, had not almoft obliged 
ifie to delay it. — hope, and indeed I have fome 
' 'confidence, that the appointment of a Meeting 
may be the means of producing both Peace and 
^sfaPtion to the County in their nm choice. 
The laft irideed, the effential circumftancc ; but 
the former cert^nly likewife a very defirable one. 

Concluding Mr. thincombe, to whom 
I had till the other day the honour to be CoHea- 
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gue, will be at the Meeting ; I have taken 
liberty of troubling him fo far as to beg 
would exprefs to the Meeting, how very happy ' 
1 {hall be in feissing the laft public opportunity ‘ 
I may have of expreffing my refpeft and grati- 
tude,. by adding all the little fuppoirt an in- 
dividual fuch as myfelf can give, to the Perfon 
who fliall be fortunate enough to be honoured 
with the approbation of this public Meeting.^ 

I am fure this is the leafi, as it is the laft return 
I can make for the moft honourable confidence, 
they have fo long repofed in me. 

If any unforefeen accident fliould prevent 
Mr. Buncombe from being there, lhall I beg of 
you, Sir, to put into fome Friend^s hands for 
me the above declaration, which I wilh very 
much not to be omitted. Indeed I do ifet fee 
any impropriety in its coming from the Chair, 
in which you will prefide at that Meeting, yet 
it was a liberty I was unwilling to take witboi^t 
your previous knowledge of it. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

With great refpeft. 

Your moft obedient, moft humble iervant, 

G. SAVIIX 


I muft beg you to accept my apology for em- 
ploying another band to write the above, it 
being rather troublefomc to me. 

G. SAVILE. 
S 4 Paper V. 
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S|S^ch cf Sir R, D. Hildyard at a Meeting ^ 

' ^County ^York, on the i jth day of Deceniber^ 

" ^1783;! announcing the Refignation ^ Sir G. 
SAviLr, at their Reprefentative, and moving 
thanks to him for his eminent Services. 

U PON the (irft circulation of Sir George 
Savile's Addrefs, fignifying bis intention 
of refigning his feat, I was applied to by a num- 
ber of refpeftable Gentlemen to call a County 
Meeting, for the purpbfe of nominating his 
fucceifor. I thought it my duty to affent to a 
tbcjueft, which I had every reafon to believe 
meet with the approbation of the County 
at! lartc, and my advertifemcnt for that pur- 
pdfe mould have appeared immediately after 
Sir George's Addrefs had been publiflied in the 
pai^rs, had I not underftQod that there were 
f^e frefli hopes of inducing him to retain his 
feat, through the application to him of the 
Yorkfhire Gentlemen who ivere at that time in 
tqfWn. Till an anfwcr w,as given, and till I 
found from himfelf, that it was his unalterable 
refolutipn to refign ; I conceived there might 
. a degree of indelicacy in providing againft 
an event, we had all fo much reafon to wiih 
not take place. For, I am fure you will 
all join with me in lamenting the occafion of 
onr Heeting this day, and in regreting the lofs 
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of a Rcprcfentative, wbo fignalizcd hiinfcl^ 
during a long political career, by his regard for 
the Conftitutipn, his zeal for the true intercfts' 
of the State, his affiduity, his vigilance, his in- 
tcgrity, his independence, and w&ofe whole 
line of Parliamentary conduft, has feldom been 
equalled, I will venture to fay never furpalfed***-* 
With fufficient pretenlions to the higheft 
nours his Country could beftow, he pref^rre# 
remaining in the ftation in which you had 
placed him, conceiving that in the execution of 
that important truft, his abilities might with^ 
more advantage be employed to the public 
fervice. 

But highly as he regarded this fituation, h^ 
thought it incompatible with his charafter to 
hold it longer than he was able to perfontt 
the duties annexed to it, and as the laft and beft 
teftimony of which he is now able to give yoit 
of his regard, he has religned the truft into the 
hands by which it was delegated j preferrir^ i 
your intereft to every private and pattja} eo|t« 
fidcration. 

To fuch a charafter I truft you will not deny 
your praife, to fuch obligations I truft you wUI 
not refufe your thanks. 

I therefore move. That the warmeft acknoWf 
kdgements of this. Meeting be offered to Sir. 
George Savilc, &c. 

Numbeec xxyi. 

At requeit of the Meeting, Sir k. D. MJIdyard 

a| •gp^itionOy as pofi&hle their Vote of Thanks to Sir O. 

SaviJe t 
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Paper L 

Refolution propofed by the Rev. C, Wyvill to th^ 

, Coinmittce of Affociation of the County f 
York, on the gth of May, 1781, hut rejected by 
the Committee ; with a propofed Modification 
. of the Refoiution annexed, 

Refolved, 

T hat whcrcaamifapprelienfions have arifen 
relative to the intentions of thofe who 
have propofed a Conftitutional Reform in the 
Reprefentation of this County, by the addition 
o£at lead: one hundred County Members to be 
chofen in a due proportion in the different 
^unties of the kingdom; wc think if neceflary 
to declare our opinion, that after the aforefaid 
one hundred County Members are added to the 
Houfe of Commons, thofe Perfons who are pro- 

prietors 


and alfo ttieir nomination of F, F. Foljambe, Efi]; 
ai a proper perfoo to R^preCent the County of York in Par- 
Jkfftent in the place of hi* uncle Sir d. Savite, Bart.— The com- 
liadnicati^n found him laoguilbtng, and at the point! of death t at 
Ihlt alfeOing moment be was foothed by ihefe teaimonie* of the 
the gratitude, ^nd fjinpalhiting affeaion of hi* Con- 
fKilUChts. He died foon after in the arms of his faithful friend 
David Hartley, Efq; having firft uttered vrilh faint and fc«W< 
voice, thefe niemorablc words, I have finilhcd, and I have 
finifhed welt 
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prictors of Boroughs, and who might be willirtg 
to confent to the redudion of Boroughs, IhaH 
receive a full and adequate Compenfation for 
their refpedive interefts therein. 

And that it fliould moreover be optional in 
the Proprietors of Boroughs, either to accept 
of the tendered: compeiffation or to retain 
prefent rights. 


Modification of the foregoing Refolutlon to which 
* it is probable that the Yorkfliire Committee 
would ajfcnty if it were undcrjioodj that fuch a 
Declaration on their part would induce the great 
Body who form the Minority in Parliament, to 
adopt their Affociation, 

ift Refolved, 

T hat Parliament hath an unqueftionaWe^ 
"Vight to inquire into and corrcifl allabtife^: 
injurious to the public weal, particularly to 
Petorm the grofs inequality in the Reptefenta^ 
tion of the People, by adding to tlie Houfe of 
Commons more Reprefentatives of the Coun« 

tie$ 

* viz» About tht^ rnidaie of the year 1781, when U wa« pro*, 
pofed to fend thi* Paper to the Marqob of Rockingham. The 
principle of the Refolutlon rejeded on the Qlh of May, ItSi* was 
adopted by the YorkAiireCotumltfiee in the year 178a, and MCCfiditi 
^ by the County Meeting at York in the ihmeyear; blit lllh 
hafon of ConctUation was then unfortunately paft. ' ' “ 
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Cicsj and principal Cities, or by reducing the 
C 9 iccffivc number of Burgeffes returned to Par, 
Hament by the inferior Boroughs, 

fld Refolved, That when the Parliamentary 
fteprcTcntation of this Kingdom fiiall have been 
improved by the addition of at leaft one hun, 
4red Members, chpfcn in a due proportion in 
the diflferent Counties ; this Committee far from 
wilbing that Parliament may proceed harlhly to 
cxercife its inherent right, to correct the ftill re- 
maining Inequality by a compullive disfran- 
chifement of the inferior Boroughs, doth trull 
that an adequate reduction of Boroughs may 
lake place, on terms of purchafe and fatis- 
fa^ion offered by Parliament to the Perfons 
intereited therein, and freely accepted by them. 


Reiblntiott propofed on the 9th of May, 1781, was rejentd 
by the Ybrkfliirc Committee, chiefly on account of the uncer* 
tliety whether fuch a meafttre, if acceded to by theXommittce^ 
Hybrid produce the wilhed for union. This fuggefled the idea 
that's conciliatory Overture on that ground might be made /j' 
fitter ; and a condderable number of the Committee having been 
firiyately confultcd on the fom^ objections of a cooftitu- 

tional nature, which bad been iuggeft^d on the 9th of May, were 
sgsin urged in oppofltion to the meafure ; to obviate which the 
fubfi^uent modiflcatica was prepared. But it being the opinion 
of the Oentlemcn confultcd, that the Overture in anyfi'^^p^ 
tHi ibiit time would not well received, it was found to be ad- 
yifeable not to fend the Letter and the corre^ed RefolutiOns which 
fifll bebh drawn up, with a view to clfe^ an union of the Nobles 
CommitUe of VoiUbjre on the prUicipies of the A0V 
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Taper II. 

^ta1>ropofed tohefent with the fretediHgtro. 

pofions ^ the Rev. C. WwiLi. thp Mar, 

quis of Rockingham. 

BvkTOM.HALi., yme ittb, *;$». 

My Lord, 

T Have the honour to indofe for y<mr 
I Ihip’s pcrufal, an account; of the proceeding. 

It the late General Meeting of ^Deputies > and 
alfo a copy of the Rcfolutlons of the 
Committee of Affociation, on the 9th and i^h 
ofMaylaft, including the report of their Dc- 

^'^Thc annexed lift of Gentlemen prefent at 

that Meeting of the Committee is 

and rcfpcaablc in charader and weight of 

perty ; and lam happy to alTure your 

their determination to perfevcrc m oppo 

the prefent corrupt fyftem of 

firm and unanimous. To the terms . 

Affociation they mean to adhere with 

and refolution.^ becaufe they are c 

vinced that if every other political 

were obtained, without a due , 

abufes in the Reprefentation and ^uratiM ^ 

Parliaments, no foHd and 

to the Conftitntion would be eftd>lifli^ ^> 
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becaufe, if poffibic, they are ftill more cleariy 
convinced, that no confiderablc' body of the 
can ever be induced to unite in a ftcady 
difence of our Common liberties, on any other * 
Wdijnd than that, of a Refotmation of 
llament^ 

■ But when I do tho Yorklhire Gentlemen the 
juftiefc to reprefent them to your Lordlhip, as 
. fi^iy fefolved to fiipport that olfefhial plan of 
Parliamentary Reformation, which is the objed 
of their Affociation ; I hope this firm refolution 
will not be thought t6 indicate an unconciliating 
or impracticable difpofition. They fee too 
plainly the danger to which the Conftitution is 
expofed, from the great-and growing power ot 
the Crown, not to wifli moft anxioufly that a 
more perfect union might take place between 
"the body of the People, and thofc honoured 
'pferfons in each Houfe of Parliament, who have 
'endeavoured, on the ground of oeconomy only, 
td check the growth of that alarming, ^wer- 
'ilfith this conciliatory view, the cnclofed pro- 
■.fdfition refpeding the disfranchifement oi 
'Boroughs, ty pur chafe only, at the option of the Pr^ 
prietors, was offered to the cortfideration of the 
Ydrkfliirc Committee on the 9th of May ; and 
adthough I have not the fatisfii£Uon to fay, the 
'Slotion was 'agreed to ; yet if your Lordlhip, 
■’*ijd that ' refpeclable body of men who ufualU 
co-operate with you in Parliament, could ap- 
*;^oye the plan of Parliamentary Reformation 
adopted by this County, provided that propo/stie’’- 
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were recmmended by the Committee^ and adnuiud at 
a General County Meetings as an additional article 
oj the Affociation ; in that cafe, I am per&^ded, 
the difficulties which in fome meafure have im-* 
peded that defirable union, would foonjbe fur- 
mounted. In conformity with fuch a Refolti- 
tion, generally agreed to, an adequate number of 
the little, venal, Cornifli Boroughs, the Cinque 
Ports, and other Boroughs offimilar defeription, 
might be abolifhed, at an expence, which in 
comparifon with the immenfe benefit refultfog 
from the change, would be moderate indeed.— 
And thusy the Cities and the founder part of the 
Boroughs, co*operating with the augmented Reprefen-> 
iaiion of the Counties, under a triennial duration of 
Parliament, would form an ^eSlual barrier againji 
the ambition of the Crown, 

To reftore a finking Conftitution muft ever 
be a work of ^ great difficulty, as well as high 
importance. B.ut in this Country, whatcyef 
fhape oppreflion may afihme ; whether it injure 
the Public under the forms of the^ Confiitutipft, 
or in direct violation of them ; means of oppo$« 
tion, confiftent with peace and regularity, have 
been wifely provided by the Laws, for the pro- 
teccion of Xdberty. And by the refolute ufe of 
thoie fafe, but efficacious means, national grie- 
vances may yet be redrefled, and Parliament 
may be reftored, in fpme degree, to the purity 
of its original inftitution. 

In 
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J^thh operation, it is plain, Sitccfs taftndt 
be expedcd but from a general union 
0 ,;fridcpcndent men in Parliament, with the 
of the People. The progrefs which has 
1^0 made on the part of the People, towards 
Meeting that'.neccffary Coalition, has not been 
inconfiderable.. In different parts of the king^ 
4 otnij multitudes of our fellow-fubjeAs have 
entered into legal Affociations, Hill fubfifting in 
Yigour» though not in that extent and gene- 
which can afford a profpccfc of immediate 
fijccefe. In the prefent gloomy appearance of 
public affairs, it is the expedbtion of a timely 
fopport in Parliament, which ftill animates thofe 
feudable Combinations.. But if an abfolute re- 
^fal, or a too tedious delay of that fupport, 
ibould difpirit the People, defpondence would 
tmavoidably produce the diffolution of their 
ClfiHlunittecs. And although Yorkfliirc might 
be perhaps the laft County which would- defpair 
* df -tiie l^blic weal 5 yet, when every other 
i^ociation had abandoned the ftruggle, even 
Torkfhire would foon be compelled to yield, 
and give up the unequal conteff. After this 
extinftion of the Committees, every hope to 
tpAvx a popular oppolitii^ to the. Crown, on 
ground would be irrecoverably 
then, cither the nation wotdd link into a ge- 
neral dejeftion of mind, and paffively fubmit 
to every future encroachment on their rights 
and Uberttel t or, if this abfolttte fubmiffion to 

defpotic 
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defpotic Vaifiret fliould not bd the Immediate 
fconfc»»uetice, the ancient Ehglilh fpiritj finding 
the legal and pacific mode of refiftance to be of 
no avail, would burft Out and faflily paft be* 
yond the boiinds of Order and Law. But 
unfuccefsfar attcrtipt to fa<rc the. CdnflitutiOit 
by. violent and irregular means, would only 
aggravate that ruin which it might ftruggle td 
avert ; ahd forcible oppolitiOn, even when tho* 
tirft object of the difpute may hatte been (Uccefii^ 
fully purfuedj through many dangers ahd thudll 
public calamity. Would not be unattended With 
hazard to the Cohfiitdtioh ; as this nation hai 
already experienced. Such probably would be 
the confequences of a difiblution of the County 
AlTociationa j and from the alternative which 
they prefent, every Friend to Pe;tce and good 
OVJer, every Friend tO public Liberty, and the 
happinefs of his Fellow-Citizens muft wiih the 
dclivefahde Of his Country. 

In the popular apprehenfion* the ^dWef oi 
the Crown is evidently drawing near to that 
iituation of impregnable lirength, where it muft 
ever be aflailcd ih tain. How foon it may attaiti 
that commanding poft, it is impoffible to detect 
mine— -much fooner perhaps than feme of oitt 
Countrymen may imagine. In circUmfiaheeS 
^ Tuch Immlhcnf peril, men of Parliamentary 
experience may have wilhed that a lefs extenfive 
Plan of Reforrnation had been adopted by tlUkj 
People ; and they may have regretted, that a 
VoL. liL T more 
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nidte cautious policy did not determine the 
Affociations to confine their efforts to the pro. 
fecution of palliative meafures. But ftill they 
agree with the People in their apprehenfions of 
danger ; and fince they have beheld a Houfc of 
Commons, elefted when a national complaint 
had juft been preferred to Parliament, againft 
the wafte of public money, and the excellivc 
' influence of the Crown, encouraging the growth 
of that influence, by the unexampled prodigality 
of their grants, and rejeding every meafurc 
propofed for its reftraint, notwithftanding the 
promife of that Houfe in a preceding Seffion, to 
provide an immediate and effedual redrefs of 
the abufes complained of; the incurable cor- 
ruption of that Affembiy in its prefent ftatc, is 
now more inanifeftly proved ; andconfcquciuly 
a lubftantial Reform of Parliament mayi'.<Av^ 
appear to them more evidently neccffiry ; And‘ 
fince a divided oppofition to the Crown cannot 
accdmpliih a due redudion of its alarming 
powxr ; their jundion with the People on that 
ground which they have already occupied, and 
from which they cannot depart without a ge- 
neral difperfion, feems now to be the only mca- 
furc of legal oppofition, which can prevent the 
gradual or fudden introdudion df defpotic 
Power* , 

^ For what I have now taken the liberty to 
fnggeft, I profeft I have no authority from the 
Committee of Yorkfhire. Your Lordlhip will 

be 
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be plcafed to confider all I have here faid^ ai. 
proceeding from the zeal of a very private In- 
dividual. But if that Individual is not miftaken 
in his obfervations on the temper and prind-. 
pics of the Yorkfliire Gentlemen, they will 
i^ladly concur in this or any other more proper 
expedient, by which a General Coalition of the 
real Friends of their Country may be effeded . 
on the bails of their Aflbeiation. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, with high refpeft. 

Your Lordlbip’s moft obedient fervant, , 

C. WYVILL* 


Paper IIL 

otter from the Rev. C. Wyvill to the Earl of 
Effingham. 

BurTOH.Hali., July 12, 1781. 

My Lord, 

W HEN your Lordfhip and Mr^ Tooker. 

oppofed the Propofition refpefting the 
^^ptional disfranchifement of Boroughs, I un- 
derftood your objection to go not againft the 
principle of the Motion as an Overture or 
ground of Conciliation, between the Nobility 
T % and 
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and tlic People ; but againft the expediency of 
fuch a public Declaration, before it wasinfomc 
Itm&re afeertained, whether it would produce 
the defired effeft of a General Coalition. And 
it Teemed to be your Lordihip’s opinion in par- 
ticular that if on a private application it was 
found the Nobles would accept that Refolution, 
as a fufficient inducement for their acceiTion to 
the Affociation, on thofc terms it would be 
right and prudent in the Committee to adopt it. 

With this view I have lately t^ken Tome pains 
to draw up a letter of a conciliatory nature, to 
be Tent to Lord Rockingham and the Noblemen 
conne^ed with him, if your Lordlhip and 
fome other Gentlemen of the Committee (hall 
encourage me to proceed by your approbation 
of the idea, 

I propofe to lay, that the Committee is firmly 
rcfolved to adhere to the AlTociation, but at the 
fame time anxious for a more perfed union 
with the Nobles who have fupported the (Eco- 
nomical Petition, And if that delirable union 
could be efiFefted, provided the Committee 
would agree to a Refolution, declaring their 
ppinioiv that every future disfrauchifement of 
]|^roughs ftould be optional, on terms of pur- 
chafe agreeable to the PJroprictbrs I am ptr- 
fiiaded the Comnuttee might be induced to 
aidppt that Propofitkm, At the fitme time de- 
daring what I venture to^feggeft on this fub- 
jed, is without authority, and oidy the private 
i^inion of a Angle Member of the Committee. 
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This IS the outline of my letter ; and if it is 
honoured with your Lordlhip^s approbation, 
that would go far in determining me to make 
the experiment ; I forefec no harm likely to 
rcfult from it, while On the contrary it may do 
much good* If in confequence of fuch an 
overture, we fliould obtain the affiftance of the 
Nobles, we ihould probably carry a meafure of 
great benefit to the Public, without the hazards 
of a Civil War. If the Nobles really do not 
mean to join us, in the attempt to Reform 
Parliament on the terms of the Afibciation, 
it will be our advantage to know it. The ex- 
pedient is perfeftly confiftent with our pro- 
feffed principles ; and if it Ihould fail to pro- 
duce the defired concurrence, I do not believe 
the overture, if known, would do the Com- 
mittee or their caufc any diflervice in the opi- 
nion of the Public. 

In a tranfadion of this kind, fecrefy is fb 
obvioufly ncceflary, that I need not recommend 
caution in communicating the idea. But 1 
Ihould be happy, my Lord, if you would favour 
me with your own opinion and advice; and 
dfo with that of any confidential Friend with 
v.'hom you may converfe upon the fubjeft. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

With the highefl refpeft and regard, 

Your Lor^ip’s moll obedient fervant, 

c.wyviLL. 

^hc Earl of Effingham. 

T3 
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Paper IV. 

Letter from /A^Earl c/'Effingham /<? Rev, 
C. Wyvill. 

Grange^ Julj z^d, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 

I Should have anfwcred your Letter fooner 
but that my time has been taken up, (it 
being our Quarter Seffions) fo that I had net 
Icifure to give the fubjeft the reflection I thought 
it required \ and would not venture to con- 
verfe with any body at prefent but Mr. Tookcr, 
and no further than as to the propriety of the 
Plan in General, as it was mentioned at York. 

My objedion at York was principally coii- 
flned to fuch a Public Declaration as was tlic tl'.cn 
fubjeft of difeourfe *, but I believe, I even then 
threw out (though it was not the matter di- 
Tcdly before us) my opinion concerning Pro- 
prietary Boroughs, that they were not (Con- 
ftitutionally fpcaking) a thing that could exift, 
and though it is too true, that fuch things do 
cxift, yet they are not the worft evils we endure, 
becau|b being generally in the hands of Perioo^ 
pf large Landed Property, they are more likely 
to be Reprefentedby Perfons of that defeription 
or their Relations, than the Sea Port, and open 
Porovghs arc, where either influence or cor- 

ruptioi’ 



I 303 ] 

luption, muft generally give a dead weight 
ngainft the People. Now it appears to me tiiat 
an optional Disfranchife|iient would be found to 
afil'cl none but thofc Boroughs where the Peo- 
ple have nearly an equal chance with the Court. 
And all the dead weight of the Court, would 
bv: left untouched. 

For thefe reafons, if Lord Mahon’s Propofitions 
are to be adopted at all, they ihould be adopted 
entirely without diftindion ; and fatisfadion 
made as a free gift of the Public for a fuppofed 
which had been long indeed held, but 
had never been a legal Tenure. 

Indeed I fee fo many difficulties in bringing 
about any agreement with fo many Perfbns who 
arc intcrefted in coming to none at all, that I 
ffiould be very doubtful of the poffibility of its 
being done within the time neccffiiry. I lliould 
inylclf think it more for the public advantage 
that all Boroughs were left in pro- 

vided our Propofition was adopted of County 
Members ; and to prevent difputes about the 
proportioning them, 1 would fliorten the 
f]ucflion by propofing to double the prefent 
number for each County. 

d'hefe, Sir, are my ideas on the fubjed at large. 

1 would certainly do much to bring about a 
h':c€re Conciliationj but I lliould think it ought 
never to be fought by the Committee as a body, 
hy fuch a ftep as declaring an unconftitutional 
l^ctrine 5 as by fo doing they would probably 
T 3 incur 
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Incur the charge of not having been tr^e 
their truft, which would cffeclually put them in 
the ftate their opponents defire. 

At the fame time I cannot deny that part of 
ydur fuppofitxon wherein you mention the pofil. 
bility of good arifing fropa any Individual^ try- 
ing what kind of terms the Perfons you dc- 
feribe would wifh to hayc, and whether any 
thing we ought to do, would obtain their finccre 
co-operation ; but 1 think the Affociation as a 
body muft not be committed even in the moft 
difiant appearance, till Propofals arc made that 
they can with Juftice to their Country ap^ 
prove. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

With great truth and regard, 
your moft faithful and obedient lervant, 

EFFINGHAM. 

P, S. Since writing the above I have fecn 
Mr,'Wilkinfon and Mr. Shore, who both con- 
firni the opinion above, as to the great impro- 
priety of any Propofitl from, or Refolution in 
the Committee. 


Paper V. 
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Paper V, 

Letter from Sir G. Savile to the Rev. C. W vviLf,^ 

AlhwiC9:» xzd, tjZt^ ^ 

Dear Sir, 

T he dlfperfed ftate of the Regimept (in np 
lefs than fourteen places, and at a conliijc^ 
r.iblc diftance) occafions my leading a Tartarian 
kind of a life, and naturally diverts a good 
part of my time aij well as my attention froin 
(Uher matters, although of more ferious confe- 
quence. The fubjeft of your laft favour is not 
of a kind to be thought lightly of, or anfwercd 
baftily, and it makes me ftill more cautious in 
venturing an opinion on the fubject, when 1 ob- 
serve that you make fo much to depend upoi| 
k ; even your determination whether to lend it 
or no. I am fure I could hardly ever forgive , 
inyfclf, if any miftakc in my judgment wxre tQ ^ 
he the means of preventing a Treaty that might' 
promote a Union, without which, I am motally 
certain no good can be done. I therefore beg 
although I may be inclined (perhaps tog 
rnuch) to defpond, you will not fuffer my opi- 
nion alone, and ftill lefs againft that of others^ 
to prevent your proceeding with an attempt 
v>’hich even according to my fears cannot be 
pernicious ; lince the kfs chance there h 

of 
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of matters coming about of thcmfelves, the Jcu 
obj^dion there is to try any remedy, which 
does but carry the face of a fair attempt. Ycy 
remember that theobjedions I ftarted were 
rather to the matter itfdf, than to the manner 
, of treating it j and indeed I believe the latter 
will not often be the weak part when you fer 
your pen to any fubjed. The objccT:ions arofe 
from the nature of the thing, th.e adual circuni- 
Ilances of the cafe, and the jealoufies which 1 
apprehend already to have been conceived, ar.d 
perhaps conceived not without rcafon, and which 
I much fear it is too late to remedy by merely 
foftening the terms of a Propofition, or even, 
feemingh^ a change of phrafe to have varied the 
objccl. I do not mean to enter at ail into tlic 
merits of the argument, or the folidity of the 
diftinftion bct>vccn the venal and tlic property 
'Boroughs. The decilion of that queftion is nc^r 
neceffary to the prefent argument, I rather go 
on a queftion of fad. The two fpccics lui'c 
been put together by the popular Leaders , nay 
llie greater ftrefs has been laid on the abfurdiij 
of fuch a fliam Reprefentation as the latter, 
rather than on the corruption of the former, or it 
this be not lb, it is juft as bad ; — it has been con- 
ceived to be lb. I’o cure tliis jcaloufy, it was 
thought neceH'ary to explain that you wanted 
by no means to force Boroughs without con- 
tent and purchafe force them ? — from whom ^ 

witho'U 
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con/ent? — without who/e con fen t ? Tli^ 
very Treaty you iee, the very Exphmtion^ th^ 
very Apology, and foftening down of the mat^ 
ter ftill implying, nay, confirming the idea of 
proprietorship: becaufe although Lord Mahon 
has a plan to 6at away the corrupt Boroughs 4 a 
the fame way, yet it is little known or talked 
of, and certainly not enough fo to make th^ 
idea of purchafing Boroughs apply at firft light, 
in the general acceptation to open venal Bd«* 
roughs, ftill lefs to Miniftcrial ones. 1 have 
marked in the laft page the words, perhaps not 
'ivithout reafon : for the honeft truth I think i^, 
that tlie Property Boroughs were in reality the 
objeef which moft drew the attention, and 
whofc grofs abfurdity moft (hocked tiic com- 
mon fenfc of the majority of thofe who thought 
on the fubjccl ; and the rather as it went in 
unifon with a jealoufy of the Ariftocracy or 
Nobility, which ought always indeed to be an 
objccl of jealoufy where the game is between it and. 
tfw People^ and fometimes too when the Crown 
makes a third at the Play. 1 lap up my thoughts 
in as few words as I can ; the converfation wc 
have already had, being fuch as I think will 
enable you to dccyphcr what I write. 

I think you will find that even in the dra\tght 
of tlie letter you have fent me, which Certainly 
bas fmoothed and filed down every fharp cor* 
r.cr and roughnefs as much as pojjible^ there i$ 

ftill 
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iliU ih .the 4th paragraph, 2 fort of iriconfiftence 
Wl^ich unavoidably expofes the weak place, for 
it begins with a cortdliatory View and to 
propofe the Disfranchifement of Boroughs, at 
^ the option of the Proprietors^ and it ends 
Ifirith ** the Abolition of venal Comifh Borotighs, 
** Ciii^ue Ports, and others of like Defcription.** 
Now, who arc the Proprietors of the Cinque 
Ports and of venal Boroughs, afid can any one 
ho^ fide fay, one is meaning thofe Boroughs 
^hen one protnifes the Nobles that one will 
tiot take their propetties without their confent. 
There is no malking this. My Propolition is 
j^rtly this, The majority of the Friends to 
Liberty have beett certainly more ftruck with 
the Ahfurdiip of Property Boroughs and arifto- 
cratical Reprefbntation, than wdth the venality 
of the corrupt ones. They have fufficicntly in- 
timated, or (which is the fame thing) have 
been underftood to have inrirhated, that thofe 
Bofoiighs are their objed : They foon perceive 
jit impoffiblc to be obtained without the good- 
will of thofe whofc ill-will they have excited. 
*rhey therefore explain to them, that they only 
irieant the venal Boroughs j for buying up which 
ibtj apt thsir confent^ and this becaufe they won^t 
violdte their property. What ! afk the Proprietors 
of otic thing leave to deftroy another^ and whofe 
Abolition too will rather incrcafe their (com- 
parative) influence. 

TIi<^ 
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The fame paragraph makes mention of the 
propofition having been not agreed to on. the 
9th of May. But as the obje^on which arifes 
from tliis feems abfolutely to reft with yoii, and 
on the ground of prudence, whether to hasnard 
a Letter (as a private one) on fuch a delkate 
iubjecl, and in thofe circumftances, I dp iici 
know any thing 1 can fuggeft in addition to 
what pafed at your Houfe, and indeed the 
queftion in this refped may be altered by, the 
encouragement you have received in a way and 
to a degree, of which you alqne can be thp 

... 

With regard to the fending it only to Lot 4 
Rockingham, I think you mifunderflood me, 6t 
I inifcxpreffed myfelf, or fpoke haftily, I cer* 
tiinly do not recoiled that I objected to a public 
Application (and more efpecially on the ground 
of a rllk of a difavowal) and a Circular Letter^ 
to fQ?nc Nobles 1 looked upon as public^ bccaufe it 
lecmed to me to be odds, but fome one for /am 
rcafon would let it tranfpire. But if your Apr 
plication be made to any oncy furqly it fiiould bp 
by fome confidential and friendly Communication! 
and if there be not fubfifting the means of fuck 
an intercourfe, I nciieve 1 need not point out 
how much that circumftance leflcas the ch^ncp 
of a refult worth purfuing. 

1 fee the propofed Letter is dated June 16th, 
r think we mentioned the little indelicacy that; 

appeared 
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appeared in the delay of the Communication.-^ 
I forget exa^Uy how that part of our conver- 
fation ended, and it is a matter of a fmaller 
ConSderation. 

I believe, my Dear Sir, I have now men. 
fioned the chief part at leaft of what materially 
relates to the bufinefs in Queftion. I muft repeat 
my Apology for not doing it fooner, I think the 
delay will be of no ill-confequence. Indeed 
I fq^r, there is yet time before us to deliberate 
before any effeftual remedy fuggefts itfelf to a 
lingering, but very furely fatal diftemper. 

I am much obliged to you for your kind 
wilbcs for my health ; I think it goes on prett)- 
well. Pray return my bcft thanks and com- 
pliments likcwife to Mrs. Wyvill. 

Dear Sir, with great regard. 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

C.SAVILE. 


Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 


^ j/er VI. 
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Paper VI. 

Ixttcr from Vifcount Mahon to the Rev. C# 
Wyvill. 

Ch EVENING, a 4 //&, 1781. 

My Dear Sir, 

X 7*0 UR letters which I have juft received, 
1 give me the greateft pleafure, in as ititich 
rt<i I am truly happy to find that the principle of 
the Motion was not difopproved of by your 
iefpcclable Committee, but only the expediency 
d rcfolving it, till it \vas known whether t>t 
no it would be attended with fuccefs. In that 
I am far from difagreeing with your Com- 
luittcc, although I might perhaps be of opinio^, 
that there would have been no impropriety in 
making the attempt for a rcafon you fuggefted 
yourfelf, I mean the knowing for certain upon 
V. li.it ground t/jcy ftand. I have only one thing 
tv) recommend, and that I'take the liberty to 
recommend very particularly, and that is, to 
exprefs in your la/ers (which I am happy you 
intend to write) tRat the Compenfalion ihould 
he pcrfc^ly optional ; and that it is meant, that 
t/iofc Proprietors of Boroughs, who do not 
ciciire to part with their Boroughs for any com- 
penfation fhould cotnpleatly retain their pre- 
sent Rights. It is upon ihit Propofition being 

fully 



t 3 

julLy undcrftood, that depends the whole pre, 
fped of fuccefs. 

Would it not be poper to write (amongft 
Others) to the Duke of Rutland, to the Duke of 
Richmond, to Mn Thomas Pitt, and Sir James 
Lowther. — I have feen i/^4 David Hartley, and 
haVt alfo converfed with Mr- William Pitt, on 
the fubjeft of our idea* of an optional Compen- 
fatioh, who both approve it extremely. 

i have alfo feen lately Lord Rockingham, who 
does not yet fceiti to meet us. He ftill is of 
Opinion that the Country at large does net care 
for thefe kinds of objefts. 

appears to me, that if Sir George Savilc 
apj^roVes of your excellent ideas, it would be 
alfo right with his permiffion, to exprefs his 
approbation of the Plan of CONSTITUTIONAL 
UNION, in your intended Letters- It would 
idd great weight. 

Believe me ever, my Deaf Sir, 

With the higheft refpeft. 

Your moil faithful and affectionate, 

MALION* 


Paper Vli* 
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Paper VIL 

Letter from Earl Stanhope to the Rev. Ct 

% MAlisnEi.i>-sTkfiET> iitbf 

Dear Sir, 

I AM happy to hear by your Letter that We 
are foon to have from you an intereftin^ 
collection of Papers, on the fubject of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. I eonfent to your publifhing 
(according to your defire) my two Letters fo 
you ; the firft, dated October the 23d, 178a, 
and the fecond, dated July the 24th, 1781. 

If •we (I mean we the Public) have not hitherto’ 
fucceeded better in our attempts to obtain ’a 
Reform of Parliament, I aferibe it to ihit caufe / 
namely, that the Public at large have not done 
jufticc to themfelvcs upon that fubjeCt- For, 
they have in general negleCled to exprefs by 
Refolutions, or by Petitions to the Houfe of 
Commons, their fenfe in favour of that impor- 
tant meafure. ’ And you fee, by my'Letter to 
YOU of July 24th, 1 78 1, that Lord Rockingham, 
declined to Come into the meafure, from his 
helicf that the Country at large did not care 
for thfe kinds of obje^s.** 

The political Rights of the Nation are UN* 
amenable, facred, and etctnal, and never can 
VoL. III. u be 
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be fcarffeited'or loft by difufer, or forbearance.--* 
When, therefore, I approved of the Propofition 
for an optional Compenfation to be given to the 
Borpugh-Holders, 1 approved of it npon this 
principle ; viz. not as conceiving that the pre*. 
ient Borough-Holders have (ftridly fpeaking) 
any juft claim to any fuch compenfation from 
the Nation ; but, becaufe I confidered it as a 
mere quellion about the fum of money only^ which 
it might be advifeable for the Nation to pay for 
that purpofc j rather than to lofe,oreven delay, 
the attaining of a Parliamentary Reform, k 
tVas an admirable obfervation of the late moft 
eicellent and* rcfpeSable Sir George Savile, 
in fpeaking of the policy and expediency of giving 
to the Borough-Holders a fum of money, in 
order to obtain that moft important objeft : 

The expence of fix weeks of the American liar^* 
(faid he) ** would be fufficieni to purify our Conj,.- 
mion»** And happy, I am fure it would have 
if that ufeful expence had been incurred 
frevim to the American War ; for the Nation 
would have been in that cafe, above one hun- 
PMO MILLIONS fterling in pocket at prefent. 

You will recoiled, I am fure, that it was a 
part of the plan, that fuch portion of the Com- 
penfation Money as fliould not be immediately 
accepted by the Borougjh-Holders, ffiould be 
laid out to accumulate at compound Intereft. The 
temptation to accept fuch Compenfation Money 
Wowldj therefore, have daily cncreafed, and 

would 
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would foon Hve become too ftrong fotthofir 
Perfons to refift. 

Confequcntly, even the circumftance of the 
intended Compenfation being optional^ was not 
a tneafure that could drfeat any patt of the plah : 
it was, at worft, a meadure erf fome delay ; and a 
delay as to a part only of the Boroughs propofod 
t6 be aboliflied by that falutary operation. It 
was, therefore upon the whole, a mild and pru* 
dent xneafure. ... . 4 

1 know extremely wdLthat in times of gfeat 
fuhlic difeonunt (fuch as exifted at the end of thd 
year 1780) many ufeful things maybe obtained^ 
if properly pulhed ; and ihat^ on account of^tto 
agitation of the public mind. But in times of 
tranquillity, happinefs, and peace^ I fee little 
ptofpeft of any Parliamentary Reform, except 
upon the plan of optional Comper^ation. 

On the other .hand, the Borough*Holders 
would do wdl to w:olleft in time, that events 
my happen which may bring about a 
n.jntary Reform, even without a CompenfadoiXti^ 
Wc arc now engaged in a moft dangerous 
and impolitic War with France^ What etents 
it may produce I know not. ^ But, Ibould it 
bring ruin, upon this Country, I ihall have at 
kaft this one confolatory reflexion, that I have 
done every thing in my power to prevent it. . 

Believe me ever. Dear Sir, 

With great efteem, 

MoR faithfully and Rncerely yours, 

STANHOPE* 
U a Paper VIIL 
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Paper VIIL . 

]^ter from David Hartj-ev, Efq; to the Rev. 
C. Wyvill. 

KehsihGTOH> July %gtb, X78r. 

Dear Sir, 

1 ®ID pot receive your favour of the 14th 
inftant, till laffi^night ; it went to my Bro- 
i%tT at Plymouth. I have my doubts whether 
the propofed compromife would be accepted 
iqr the Nobility, not that it might be thought 
u^eafohablc towards them or towards the 
PaCoprictors of Boroughs, but that the People of 
Slhgland in gcneral ^do not feem attached to the 
Propofition of Reforming Parliament at all, 
ahd, therefore, that the whole is premature ; 
ih ihoft, that the backwardn«(s of the People 
, halifeffened the influential weight of the Com- 
xpittees. Being very defirous to contribute 
every, thing in my power towards union in 
Yorkfliirc, I have on fcveral occafions among 
iny Friends ftated the propofed compromife 
as a fair overture of accommodation. I have 
|fleaded for mutual conceflions, and I have 
thought that I have feen many favourable dif- 
pofitions, but in fuch touchy and jealous mat- 
ters, there are many variations of temper and 
(Bfpofitions, therefore, I really cannot tell what 

. judgment 
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judgment to form. The only piece of advice 
which occurs to me is this — If the affociated 
Gentlemen of Yorkflifre, ftill continue firmly 
attached to their propofitions for the Reform 
of Parliament, notwithftanding their Deputation^ 
•xas not accepted by the declared fenfe of the Peopk 
rf England^ &c. And if the acceptance of the 
propofed compromife would cordially conci- 
liate the Gentry to the Nobility in Yorkflijre^ 
I think thefe two points Ihould be ftated to 
Perfon for whom the letter is intended, becauft 
tlicfe points cannot fail to have the greateft. 
weight, with a Torkjhire Nobleman, and with the 
other TorkJhirelEloXAtmtn connefted with lumi 
As to the Propofition of op^tional Disfranchife- 
ment, I entirely agree with you, that all" the 
cancelled Boroughs fhould have compenfations, 
and 1 agree, likewdfe, that all the noble and 
property Borouglis, though equally deviating 
from popular Reprefentation, arc not fo^ i|^- 
jurious to the Public as venal Miniftcriaf Bo- 
roughs \ and, therefore, the point of purchafc 
might be more fafely left to option. But it 
Ihould be confidcred that a Propofition of Con- 
ciliation in Yorkfhire, cannot bind the People 
of England, who in fome general commption 
may go another way, as for inftance, they may 
adopt that Reformation of Reprefentation which 
impofed upon .Oliver Cromw'cll, at his 
inauguration, or the Duke of Richmond’s plan, 
or fome other. Some latitude Ihould be pre- 
U 3 ferved 
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ftnred for events, and therefore, it feems to 
me that the optional Di^anchifement fhould 
fpecifically attached to the Propofition 
an hundred Knights. ,Thefe Propofitions 
mould be prudently woven together without 
at feam j and then the parties in queftion, 
thight concur withput jcaloufy in pne common 
i^inioi). This I fay to your queftion of the 
of lofing Friends among the body of the 
.People, I do not apprehend much rifque in the 
fpecific bargain of an hundred Knights and an 
hundred rats, optionally purchafed Qui. I think 
1 have now faid every thing that occurs to me 
aipon the (ubjed of your Letter ; I moft heartily 
.^iih, union in Tirkjhire as the foundation of 
Oeneral Union among all the Friends of the 
Country. You may be ^ured that I will 
recontribute every exertion in my power moft 
^a^e^pufliy towards it. I a^n detained in the 
i^ighbourhood of London ;imon bufinefs. I 
ihallehope foon to get into the Country, but 
the enclofcd franks will always reach me with 
quiclscft difpatch. 

I am. Dear Sir, 

With the greateft regard, 
Very faithfully yours. 

Jp,^UARTLETi 


lXi 
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Paper IX. 

Letter /rcfli ibe Rev. C. WyviLt to the Rev. 
William Mason* 

BuRTOM-HALt, An^uji uiJbf I7S|^ 

Dear Sir, 

I HAD prepared corrcftcd Propofitions, eotl- 
fxderably changed from that Refoluticm 
which was moved on die 9th of May, and whic^i 
had been originally drawn up by Lord Mahori. 
The drift of the alterations was to prefrrve the 
conciliatory idea of a Compenfation for the 
Boroughs, and yet avoid the imputation of con- 
ceding an ablblute ahd indefeazable right in the 
Boroughs to retun their'privilegcs, however, 
injurious to the Public, For fomc Gentlemen 
obje^ed to the Refolution at firil propi^d* 
conceiving that unconftitutional dodirine might 
be imputed to the Committee, if it wdte not 
more clearly expreffed, that any compenfation 
was not vrhat in juftice the Boroughs bave^ a 
right to demand, but only what the Committee 
wiili to recom^iend as a fatisfadion to the 
fulFerers, proper to be given on the part of the 
Public. — ^Perhaps, at feme other time, and In 
fome other way, the correSied Propojitions may be 
of ufe. But your Letter of the 9th, for which 
you have my finccreft thanks, has fully con- 
U 4 *vrttccd 
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vinced me it would be imprudent to m^ke any 
ufe of them at prefent, in the way of Negotia. 
tion, I therefore determined immediately to 
to Sir George Savilc ; and to inform him 
I found it unadvifable to make the Overture 
prbpofed. And as fait as I am able I mean to 
communicate the fame information, to all the 
Gentlemen whom I have confulted on the fub. 

' Ever truly yours, 

C. WYVILL 





Paper X- 

L^tct fhm the Rev. C. Wr¥ihh to Samuel 
Tookbr, Efq. 


Dear Sir, 


Haiiti,S7001»» Augufl ttftt Z73r> 


rtpHE propofal for an Overture to the Nobi- 
, y lity is now withdrawn. The Letter which 
meant to introduce it, had the approbation 
pf Sir George Savile, and although I had no 
^redt reafon to think he would undertake to 
manage the Negotiation, yet I am of opinion 
he would have recommended the Overture, in 

the 
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tbe charader of a mediator and common friend, 
between the parties cpncerned. But finding the 
idea not reliflied by yourfelf and by fome other ^ 
Friends, for whom I have a very high eft<?cm 
2 nd regard j I wrote to Sir George Sayfle a. 
few days ago, to inform him the fchcme mwfl: / 
be laid afidc* I felt the force of your pb? 
jedions ; I was indeed very >yell aware that 
the propofed tranfadlion was of a delicate n|r , 
ture; that men of ambition would probably 
vvifli to break a combination pf independent 
men, whofe politics they had not directed nor 
adopted ; and might endeavour to effedt their 
wilh by making ufe of the intended Overture, 
either to diferedit them, or to divide them.*^- ^ 
in what manner 1 meant to guard againft the 
danger of having our offer infidiouily turned 
to our diferedit, the Letter itfelf inuft flicw j of 
which Mr. Mafon has a copy, and will certainly 
communicate it tp you. The other fide of thc^ 
alternative, I had always determined to avoid, 
by giving up the meafurc unlefs it met with 
general approbation, on a confultation fo ex* 
tenfive, as to afford a fufiicient infight into the 
fentiments of the whple Committee. As to thp 
Propofition which was meant to be the ground 
of the conciliatory Letter, it certainly would 
have admitted, and indeed had received CQud* 
derabie emendation ; but as I law other cjiffi* * 
cultics of great moment objefied, befide thofij 
^vhich might be urged againft the Propofition ; 

itfdf,' 
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not fend the corrected Propofitionto 
or Lord Effingham, &c, which I certainly 
ftould have done, if I h%d fcen reafon to think 
l^he application in any other mode or fliapc, 
might be made with prudence or a profpcct of 
foccefs ; as to the reafons which induced me to 
hiring forward again an idea which had not 
been approved by the Committee in May, \ 
alfo refer you for them,' to the Letter of 
Conciliation, they are there drawn out at fnil 
length ; and have formed in me this fettled 
opinion, that as we before rightly avoided any 
conneftion with the Nobles, in order that wc 
might with more freedom and impartiality agree 
upon a plan of Parliamentary Reformation j fo 
the plan is fotmed and agreed upon, it 
behoves us to obtain the fupport of as many 
powerful men as wc can, by honeft and con- 
fiftent means. 

If the Nobility had joined Us in confequence 
of the application, the fad would have been, 
that, although the advance had been made by 
ixs, the conceffion had been made by them ; we 
had not given up our plan and our principles to 
i^hetii, they had given up their fcruples, or their 
^iRbcted objeeftions to us.. But I am fatisfied 
the time for fuch an advance is not yet arrived. 
Tj/ty opinion of their difpoCtion to join us, has 
been much changed lately by information from 
different quarters, of the avcrfion fhewn by fc- 
y^?ral of the leading. men among them ; and ot 

courfr, 
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courfe, my regrtt ls much diminifhcd at havtug- 
found it nec^ry to lay afide a ineafure whu^ 
[ thought likely to be prodadive of niudi 
public good. ' However, I am perfuaded« if ever 
a Coalition Ihould take place, it would be on 
fomc fuch terms as the propofed o&r of a fecuti^ 
againft a compulfive disfranchifement Qf> Bil> 
roughs. Without that they never wi^ comply; 
though time and dilkppointment may indite 
them to accept thofe terms. 

I am, pear Sir, 

With £ncere regard, yours ever, ' 
C. WYVILL. 


Paper Xr. 

Letter from the 'Rev. C. Wvvill to the Earl tf 
Effingham. 

|{4KTLEr001.| jingtifl 234, 1781. 

My Lord, 

I F there had appipared a more gcncral cfif- 
pofitiou in the Committee to adopt the pro* 
pofed meaft^e. of Conciliation, ' it would &yc 
been neceflaiy to alter the Propofition intended 
»s the ground of the overture, fo as to obviate 
the obje^ons in point of ConftituUonality, to 
which yotur Lordlhip' thought it liable; and 

yet 




yet to retain what was effential to the offer, as 
a fccurity to the Proprietors of Boroughs againft 
any harfti and compulfive disfrancliiiemcnt 
which might be attempted hereafter by the po. 
pular party : This would have been necefiary ; 
and it would have been prafticable, I believe, 
though not without much difficulty* I had 
tried what I could do towards it, and had 
thrown Ihe Rcfolution firft propofed into feve- 
fal different fliapes, with fuch correftions as 
occured to me. But finding from various 
quarters, that any application at all to the No- 
bilit"^ would be difliked ; at leaft, until there 
appeared a greater probability of their hearty 
concurrence with us, I would not trouble your 
Lordflilp with the farther confideration of a 
propofal, which in any &ape appeared not pro- 
per to be made at prdent. 

The propofed Letter had the approbation of 
Sir George Savile ; and I believe, though with- 
out any direct rcafon to fay fo, that he would 
have undertaken to mediate as a common 
friend to the Nobility and the Affociation, if 
the idea of an Overture had been generally ap- 
proved. I informed him a few days agp, the 
propofal muft be withdrawn. 

J am, my Lord, with very finccre refpeft, 
'Your Lordftiip’s moil obedient Sfervant, 

C. WY VILI . 


Paper XII* 
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Paper Xlt 

Ixtitx from Sir G. Savile to the Rev. C* Wvvitt* 


Northallerton, aV^ tftu 

Dear Sir, 


I Dare fay I muft havq feemed to y<^# very, 
negligent Correfppndcnt* The number ot 
letters and the time that fome of them have, 
been unanfwered, (though I affurc you not un*- 
noticed) muft look as if I had attended little ta 
a fubjed which certainly deferves a good deal 
of thought. The truth is, that on the one 
hand, my time and thoughts . hive beciv too 
much interrupted lately with journeys and bufi* 
iiels of a very different call, and on the other, 
I did not perceive any thing very material that I 
would add to 1 had ftated in my former 
letter ; the obftruSions there mentioned being 
fo rooted in the very fubject matter itfelf, ana 
its circumftances, that to remove all minuter. 


2 nd fubaltern difficulties by variations in the 
nmde, feems to me as no more than cutting up. 
fome buflies and hedges in your approach to 
very ftrong if not impregnable Fortrefe. I have^ 
more and miore reafon every hour to be con* 
firmed in the opinion, that it,is out of the reach 
all human poffibility to turn tho cream fwcet 
again as things now decided 

"warfare feems to 
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fif 09c fide, thaa eyea between the oppofite 
fid^. ]| can even imagine that t^ngs have been 
m^worfe too, by- r^rts and tales< Adif- 
pc^don is apparimt to confirue every thing to 
Ijbc worft fenfe. Jn toofi: tranfaaioris of life j 
depded part . muft be taken, it is commonly a 
vain hope to trim and fcfamble fot the advan- 
tagea of both. It is a/r/r^ to rid^, upon two 
bp^ifeliad not a practice calculated for the 
this -yrord. , Y.on made.your option ; 
yon,->markptiy and decidedlj| . avoided all com- 
mvnioA ^ith.fome, becaufe on. the whole you 
^gcd< youtjQhouId lofe moye by it. If that (as 
lay) was cm the .whole, the moll 
likely ^ay to, fucoeed, the cimfe yi'as certainly in 
fthadiWay.^fori it appears very plain to me 

thm beft .Way was pcrfcfUy hopelels.~ 
1ll%ttftrengtb 6r(whicltis as material) what difi 
thereiivas in the body defcribed under the 
inxne of. the People to fuppbrt Reformation, I 
cannot precifely judge, nor indeedrikhat ideas 
formed of Reformation % but It is plain 
that Whatever that body be it manifefts neither 
khawledge.nor .fircngth,>RorwiU to fct matters 
ti>- rights I am by no -means dear that the 
iHlilie 'would have anfvitred better pbyed ano- 
dter ^y; .I Contend orfyvthati after ‘ftwh a 
decided: flight, (however prudent) it is un* 
poffible to fuppbfe a cordial limoni-can take 
idiice 9 4>r ibftt ^^sltcrs can bo hcalcdi^dr even 
^nninbed decently over by a which 

implies enmity) the objedt of which was 

to 
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to pull down the Ariftdcracy (fo called) as more 
immediately hcceffary than ^to diininifli th^ 
power of the Crown. I cannot fay, thercfor|^V 
but that on public confidcrations, I am con- 
teiited that no farther fteps are taken, being 
very apprehenfive that farther irritation only 
would have enfued. It is a loft game. Ario-^ 
ihcr tide muft be waited foty natural events, 
like the flowing water ivill lift a firft rate as 
calily as a boat ; but to be thrufting with poles 
when the great flup is abfolutely dry a ground; 
isfpending ftrength evien to the amufement df 
the fpeciators. The comparifon might weU be. 
carried on. , Sometimes the tide coming 
overwhelms the veflel before it rights or flOaiS 
her ; fometimes it lifts her gently and firft on? 
the fide (he leans to ; and, raifing her 'till flae U' 
upright, floats her off without the damage of ^ 
fingle plank or rope. Which w’ill happen is 
impofiible to fay. 1 own I have general ^pprc«i^ 
heuiions that as nothing but fiifferings and diA 
appointments will awaken the People, fo nothing 
hut violence will be to be expected from them. 
In the prefent acceptation of the term People, it 
niay be hard to define ; but, if they arc plcafed 
to apply their hands to the work, the Feople will 
not be an abftrad or metaphylical idea. 

The l^ter part of the delay I have tijM, w^as 
owing both to a potion that I in^ght fee you at; 
^ ork, and to your laft information, of your^ 
final determination to cut out this rubber^? 
'w hich made any haftc uniieceffary. Fihding 

now 
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now 1 cannot very well w^it on yott in my re. 
turn, I make a halt to write. 

The three RefoWes are I think without ob. 
jeflion. I mean in argument, . In point of faS 
they be lefs ohjeded to for another reafon.^ 

1 mean the fame which proteded our. refohes in 
the Houfe of Commons, That the influence 
of die Ctowri is increafed, &c.’*) viz. that they 
Were declaratory and theoretic, and ^ot going 
direftly to any effe^f. In general People love 
welhfoundihg and conftitutional maxims but 
hang an A- — at aftion. It is pleafanter to read 
luting ftorics, than to fight; I don’t know 
Parliament will be pleafcd or affronted 
at theJ aif^rting of her rights out of doors. ’ fis 
s^^Ofding to the humour file’s in ; if indeed 
l^jiniuds it at all. For confidcr that this fame 
Farpadient, which you afiirm has a right to cor- 
re^heffelf and turn from the evil way, and to 
dC>7tSli: which is lawful and right, is the very 
b^y, whofe power you have been fuppofed (it 
not'to epntefi) to rival and contend with, h 
any thing more occurs to me when I get quiet 
again at Lumley Caftle (as I fliall be for a few 
dayO I will write agaiii.-^In the mean-time. 
Believe me, Dear Sir, with great regard, &c. 

' y V G. SAVILE- 

4* ifa. The two Refolutions contained in the Utter t>art of the 
I ft i^i^r of this Kumber, with a jd Refoluiion whkh had been 
cQOMit^icated to Sir G. Savile, but which, forming no neceffary 
part^^ibe ModiScatioo propofed, is there omitted. 

Paper XIII- 
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Paper Xlil> 

Letter from the Rev. C. Wwitt to Jomt 

t)UNNING» Efq. 

HakTLSPool — tuar Stockton, Augtffi %Hbt tlth 

Dear Sir, 

I Should have much more pleafure in c6m* 
municating, as you certainly would have ill 
receiving, the following account of a lately 
jcclcd Overture of Conciliation between the 
Nobility and the Committ^ of Torklhire j if I 
could clofe it with any favourable reflilt. But 
in the courfe of this tranfaftion it has appeareif»^ 
that the time for a General Coalition has not 
yet arrived. — The ground of the Overture was' 
propofed to be a Declaration by the Committe^^ 
that in cafe any future disfranchifement of 
Boroughs ihoUld be thought neceffary, the di£* 
franchifement in the opinion of the Committee^ 
Hiould be effected in the way not of compuUion^ 
but of purchafe, on terms to be accepted or fc- 
fufed at the option of the Pdrfons cOncefned.^w 
Something to this purpofe had beep thrown oiit 
to the Committee on the 9th of May ; but was 
approved, as it would have bounchthe Com«* 
tnittce, without the valuable confideration bf 
Coalition with the Nobility. This fuggeft«l 
wc idea of fbunding the Yorldhire Nobility 5^ 
X im^. 
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^ communiciatf ng that Di^aration with 

opinion of a private Perfon unauthorized 
|>y the Committee, thatfuch a Refolution would 
Jtoobably pafs in that Affembly, if it were un. 
^ ^rftood that their adoption of that mcafure, 
^yould be accepted by the Nobility as a fuffi! 

’ cient inducement to join in the Affociation. In 
purfua^ce of this idea, a letter was drawn up 
I tlifhich had the approbation of Sir George 
^ jSayile; and, although I haveuio direft reafon 
io think he would have undertaken to conduct 
t|iC Negociation, yet I believe he would have 
»ven his affifiance as a mediator and common 
friendj if there had beeh a fufficient encou- 
^agettierit from thofe Gentlemen who were 
tbhfttlted, to carry the meafure into execution. 
But although the Majority of the opinions col- 
ie^ed was inclined to try the experiment ; va- 
'^ririous obje^ons w^ere Rated from different 
quarters. Some of thefe difficulties refpcc"ling 
the terms of the Propofition itfelf, or the mode 
of the Overture, might perhaps have been got 
over } but the difpolition of the Nobility was 
thought to be fo unripe for union, and in the 
prefent Rate of things any application feemed 
fo little likely to produce the good propofed, 
lhat the advance would have been much difap- 
proved by fogie of the moR refpeftable Mem- 
b©t8 of the Committee; and it was therefore 
advifable, a few days ago, to inform Sir 
llliurge Sivite, the feheme mull bo laid afide 
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for the prcfentt — However, thoogh tlus pro- 
po&l has &iled, I truft it has had no bad Cdn* 
fcquences} on the contra^, there feem to ^ 
good confequenees, which may hereafter be efc- 
rived from it, when a more faVonrable oppor* 
tunity occurs for renewing the propofal. The 
Declaration had beeU. originally drawn up by 
Lord Mahon j but if the idea of an Overhw 
had been approved, it would have bee^n nb- 
ceiTary to obviate objefrions by fpme material 
alterations. . With my beft wilhes for yobr 
good health, > ■ 

And with moft fincere efteem and regard/ 

I am, ever, my Dear Sir, ' ^ 

Tour faidiul humbl* fervant* 
C. WYVILL. 


Ss 


Paper XIV. 

Letter from John Dunnino, Efqj to the ReV* 
C. Wyvill. 

- ^ POTHEy, OBoBer ^tb, arts. 

Dear Sir, 

Y a ^ 

OUR oblipng favour from Hartlepool 
was forwarded to me in the due co^lrfc of 
the poft in Devonilure, where the indii^pCTlioii 
X a it 
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it foui^ trie in, will I hope be accepted as an 
apology for my not acknowledging it fooner, 

^ ^ I was in truth far from well during any part 
of the fummer, but towards the end of it, the 
heat of the weather with the foul air of many 
trouded Affemblies, in which I was obliged to 
pafs it, oppreffed trie to .the degree of making 
tile at length unable to attend to any thing.— 
I have bien for fome time recovering, and one 
of the firft things 1 have thought it necelfary 
to attempt, is to thank you for the communi- 
cation of your laudable though unfuccehful 
eifoits in the public caufe. 

'Whatever may be the ultimate iffue of them, 
Itnuft admire the fteadiriels with which you 
pnrfrie them, without heing diverted by the 
warmth with which you are attacked on one 
fidei or the coldncft you irieet with on another, 
Preachfld at by your fpiritual Peers, and unfup- 
portrid by your tcihporal ones ; men Icfs con- 
viheed of the importance of their objects might 
be induced to abandon them, but the firft I am 
perftiaded you treat as it merits, and as much 
of Coalition with the latter as may be ufeful 
to the Public, I hope you will be found right 
in expefting to meet with at a more favourable 
oi^nunity. 1 do not recoUeft to have feen 
or rin^l’you mentioned it to have heard of the 
Paper drawn by Lord Mahon. 

1 am, with great relpeA and efteem, 

TVair Shr, your fiuthful and obedient fervant, 

^ ' J. dunning. 

Number XXVU, 



Number XXVII. 

• Paper I. 

Note by /Ae Rev. Francis Dodsworth lo fUi 
Rev. C. Wyvili., containing a Meflage f$m 
the Earl of Shelburne to Mr, WYvif.t j 
with Mr. Wyvill’s Anfwer annexed. 

M r. Frank Dodfworth prefents his com« 
pliments to Mr. Wyvili j as he palTed 
through London a little more than a fortnight 
ago he faw the Earl of Shelburne, who dclired- 
him, if he faw Mr. Wyvili, to give his com- 
pliments to him, and to aifure him that he kefi^ 
in view the Relblutions of, the Aflbciation of,, 
the County of York, and meant to aft noibly 
by the Affociation ; or words to that efied.-«. ,, 
Mr. F. Dodfworth’s ihort Hay at' Watkds pre-- 
vented him from delivering this Meflage in per* 
fon to Mr. WyviU. 

I jib, t;g$. 


X3 


Aofwer 
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Anfwcr by the Rcvi C. Wyvill to the fretedm 
Note. 

M r Wyvill prefents hjs coropUmenta to 
Mr. Frank Dodfworth, has juft received 
the favour of his Note, dated Auguft 15 th, con. 
taining Lord Shelh«rn(p|j( obliging Meffage, 
■which Mr. Wyvill begs Mr. Do^lwortjfT to affurc 
his Lordlhip, he will cd^tnupicate td the Yorl?- 
fliire Committee on the 31ft of Oftober ; when 
the s-tq^eated proiraie; of ’Lord Shelburne’s fup- 
port, will undoubtedly give great fatisfaftion to 
thaLrefpedaUe Bt^ of .Independent Men, 

' HARTblVOOLy Au^Ji 17 B»* 


IL 

Note by the Rcy, F. Dodsworth to the Rev. C. 
Wyvill, refpe6ling the Meffage ^Lord Shel- 
burne to Mr. Wyvill, with a htXXsx from his 
laordfliip to Mr. DodBworYh inckfed ; and Mr. 
W will's Anfwcr to Mr. DoLswqrth annexed* 

M r. Frank Dodfworth prefents his coiti- 
pliments to Mr. Wyvill, and as it is im- 
pdffible to exprefi Lord Shelburne’s meaning 
in better words than hb own, has cnclofed him 

a Letter 
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1 Letter he has juft received from his Lord* 
^ipj and has only to add, that he undcrftqod 
Lord Shelburne’s Meffage to Mr. Wyvill, 
exadly in the lame light in which his Lordlhip 

reprefents it, 

Podimotoh# Feveriham, OBol^r 17S1. 


Letter from /j&f Earl tf Shelburne to the Rev. 
F. DodswortH, re/f siting his Meffage to Mr. 
Wyvill. 

SHit.avRRS>Hov(i, OBoier id, 178*. 
Sir, 

I Have juft heard that Mr. Wyvill under- 
{lands the MeiTage I have fent him as a 
public MefTage, intended to be communicated 
to the Yorkihire Committee. I beg youMl lofc 
no time in acquainting him, that I meant it as a 
communication to him perfonally, which took 
its rife merely from the accident of your men- 
tioning the probability of your feeing him 
Yorkihire, when you took leave of me. If I 
had thought it ncccfTary to have made afircfli 
any formal repetition of my fentiments to the 
Committee^ I Ihould certainly have writtep to 
Mr. Wyvill, or have troubled you with it in 
writing. 

I am, with great regard, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
SHELBURNE. 
X 4 Anfwcr 
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Anfvrer hj the Rev. C. Wvvill te the preeedii^ 
Note. 

M r. WyvUl prefents his compliments to 
Mr. Frank Dodfworth, and thanks him 
for the indofure of Lord Shelburne’s Letter on 
the fubjeft of his late Meflage ; which he finds 
f ^inikr to that he had the honour to receive 
ijroro his Lordlhip, a few days ago. 

Mr. Wyvill wrote to Lord Shelburne by 
y^erday’s poll ; and it would certainly give 
hjfin .the greatell pleafure to find the reafons he 
hhs pven for his condud on this occafion, are 
;rati8fado^ to his Lordlhip. 

. BvaTOK'IUtl., OS«{<r I4lb, 1 7St. 


JP^er HI. 



n w 3 


■Paptt III* 

tetter from the Earl of Shelburne to tbt 
Rev. C. Wyvill. 

SHELBVRME.HOUaE, OSainr iif i;tt< 

Sir, 

I Have juft now heard that you have urttfar- 
ftood a Meffage delivered to you froindi.inaf 
by Mr. Dodfworth, as a public Meflage intended 
to be communicated to the Yorklhire 
mittee. This makes me' trouble you' to ‘'ii- 
quaint you, that I meant it as a conipliroeptary 
communication to you perfonally, which took 
its rife merely from Mr. Dodfworth's .acci*' 
dentally mentioning the probability of his feeing 
you, when he took leave of me in London. If 
I had feen any neceffity of making afrdh any 
formal Repetition of my lentiments to the Cohl« 
mittee, I ftiould certainly have, troubled you 
with a Letter, or given it to Mr. Dodfworth in 
writing. 

1 am always happy in affuring you of the 
high efteem and regard, with which I have the 
honour to be. Sir, 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

SHELBURNSU 
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Paper IV. 

Letter by the Rev. C. Wyvili. to the Earl «/ 
Shelbukne. 

Burton -Hall, OBober xi/A, 178a. 

My Lord, 

rr^jE Yorkfliire Gentlemen with whom I 
X have had the honour to cd-operatc, were 
induced by their apprehenfion of imminent dan- 
ger to the Conftitution, to take an active part 
in Us defence. They were fenfible how much 
it i^oved private men making fuch uncom- 
mon exertions for the corredUon of public 
ftbu&s, to guard againft every poffible imputa- 
tipn of fadious or interefted views. If in thefe 
.fei^efts my fentiments and conduft had not 
been conformable to theirs, I fliould have ill 
deferved the confidence of fuch men. But, I 
am not confeious that any adtion of mine, in 
the courfe of my fcrvice as the Chairman or 
Delegate of the Yorkfliirc Committee, has been 
uofuitable to their aclaiowledged charader of 
jindependence and integrity. TUI the celebrated 
Mention in Parliament, by Mr. W. Pitt, for an 
in^mry into Parliamentary abufes, I had cau- 
tioufly avoided to form a conneftion with the 
.Great Leaders, either in*Oppofition, or after 
-that, in office j however, in my private opinion, 
might be highly refpcdlable. This I be- 
'Htove your Lordlhip has already underftood.— 
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^fter that period, in the beginning of Jun# 
laft, when I waited upo9;y!ou, my Lord, and 
upon the late Marquis of Rockingham, J had 
not the honour to be perfonally knotit^n to your 
Lordlhip, or to your noble Colleague. With 
the ftridteft conformity to truth, I caij declare 
that when I paid my refpec'ls at Shelburae^ 
Houfc and in Grofyenor-fquare, I had no prfj 
vale views to fervc,^ no intcrefts of my own^o' 
recommend to your proteftion, or lord Rojt. 
ingham’s. lo make my acknowledgments 'f(^ 
the falutary regulations eftablifliing a moi^l 
cEconomical expenditure of Public Money 
reducing the undue influence of the' CtWiT 
which had been recently carried ; and fiill'nidtt* 
toexprefs my gratitude fpr the cddntcnahei 
given by Adminiftration, to the Propofal for a 
lubflmtial Reformation of Parliament, on thh 
occafion of Mr. Pitt’s Motion, were 'the oofe 
pofes for which I defired the honour of a con* 
fcrence with your Lordfljip and Lord Rockihil ‘ 
ham. And I wiflied in a more particular lu a tfi 
mer to return thanks to your Lordfltip, for 
your early declarations in favour of^/ rg^lea! 
Reformatjon^ which I am convinced can albnb 
fecure the liberties of the People, and the Bef. 

0*" a wife and honeft fyftem of Ginurir. 

A- Rockingham, I had thb 

atisfeftion to find in the courfe of our coiJ- 
vertauon, that he had exjrrcfsly admitted It 

m 
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tflilft liift^hce of the Cuke of Richmond, that a 
Pariiamentary difcuffion of abuifes in th« 
fetejof Parliament itfelf, Ihbuld be confidered 
a& one of the ftipulated Articles of the NtW 
Adminiftration. . But I did not underhand his 
LordOiip to be pledged or inclined to give an 
affive fupport to meafures, which might be 
proofed as the rcfult of that difcui&on. 

But from your Lordibip I had the pleafure to 
hear a ftrong confirmation of the profefiions 
ypu had previoufly made in youf Letter to the 
Committee of Wiltlhire, and in your Letter 
^ted the a4th Oftober, 1781, which I had the 
honphr to receive in anfwcr to mine of the i7tb 
c^t^ober, 1781, which accompanied the ma> 
ntii^ipt copy of the Second Addrefs of the 
Yprkihire Committee. From thofe Declara. 
tipns. it had been underftood, that Lord Shel- 
buime’s afiive fupport of the Propofition for 
re4nfbrcing the County Reprefentatioo, might 
bo.tdied on. And I rejoiced on this occafion 
a^, to jS^d your Lordfliip ** much approved 
condiid of the YorkOiire Committee; ad* 
^ifed adherence to their Afibciation ; and pro* 
mifed to give their meafures yotjr decided fup* 
Suqh was the gener^ purpprjt of this 
topfefehce, and on epnfidering the nature of ^ 
the conveifation itfdf,’ and my particular fitua- 
ti^ as Chairman of the Torkfhite Committee, 
p|j[ier ebnebmitant circumfiances ; it ap- 
to me not only that I was at liberty to 

communicate 
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i. 

communicate what had paffed to the Cora- 
jnittce, but that I could not omit the com-/ 
inunication, without a Breach of my duty t^ 
the Committee ; and to the public at large.— 

It was my intention, therefore, to relate the 
general purport of thefe converlhtions to tlii 
Committee, on the 31ft of this month; and tO 
reprefent the feveral Declarations of Lord' 
Rockingham and Lord Shelburne, refpefliyely * 
in the manner I have here ftated them. 

This was my fixed Refolution, when I had' 
the honour in Auguft laft, to receive a Meffage 
from your Lordibip, in a Note by Mr. Francis ' 
Dodfworth ; in which the Declarations to thi ' 
Wiltlhire Committee, to myfelf in the I'^er 
of the 24th of 0«Rober, 1781 f and afterwj^dl 
in the conference in June, i 78 *» t*) ,a few cm* 
phatical words were moft ftrongly confirmed.”*" 

I conlidered this meffage as an intimation that 
change of pofition, had made no change in pd» 
litical fentiments. To my judgment it ap* 
peared in the light of a recognition of foimet 
promifes ; which your Lordfliip thought Bt t 9 
repeat qn your acceflion to your prefcnt jpolU^ 
at the head <Jf the Adminiftration. And M 
thofe promifes had been fufiicicntly explicit, 
and had been given at various times, #ud 16 
different fituations ; and this aflurance of^^ydur 
intention to deal nobly by the Affociati^ of ^ 
Yorkfliire," <am« to’ me by a channel oruo-" 
<Iuefiionable autheutidty, 1 toiicdve , 
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fni^.witb propriety commynksiite iatelUgcncs 
honourable to your Lordfllip^ fo confifient 
with, your prior engagements on this fubjccl, 

fat the manner moft beneficial to the Public 
icfvice. I was fatisfied that inilead of waiting 
to impart this Meffage alfo to the Meeting, on 
the 31ft of Odober, it would be right and pro- 
bably would have excellent efFefts in promoting 
the Reformation of Parliament, to make it im- 
mediately known to the Yorkflilrc Gentlemen, 
and to the other Committees, &c. in different 
parts of the kingdom- This has been done 
accordingly j and the communication would 
by this time have been much more extenfive, 
if to my great furprife* I had not underftood 
Irotn your Loidlhip’s Letter of the 3d of 
Oftober^ 178a, that I have miftaken the nature 
of this Meffage- I own it is with the utmoft 
regret 1 receive the explanation, that it ought 
to have been confidered only as a complimen- 
tary communication. If an injurious ufe can 
jfitkyt been made of the information, by any of 
&ofe perfons to Ayhom I have tranfmitted it, I 
do finccrely affure you, my Lord, it is moft 
contrary to my intention or indination. I 
hope mo bad cffe^la can poflibly proceed from 
the tranfmiflion; and within my own obferva- 
I difeover no rcafon to fuppofe it. 

I ’^pptes of different Letters ip which I have 
Meffage in queffioh, with my 
Letters written on the fubj^, arein^ 

clofcd 
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clofed for your Lordfliip’s infpeAion ; attd ifdt 
ihall be your dclire, I fliall acknowledge to each 
perfon to whom the intelligence has been fent, 
that I have mifunderftood your meaning in this 
Mcffage. 

I fee nothing, however, which can alter my 
opinion refpefting the obligation I am under 
to ftatc to the Yorkfliire Committee, the refiilt 
of my interview with your Lordihip and Lord 
Rockingham, But as in this material inRance, 
1 have fo unfortunately erred in my judgment, 
I am not without apprehenfion, I may have 
made a fimilar miftake, refpe<Ring tlie nature of 
thofe affurances of approbation and affiftance, 
which I had the fatisfadion to receive, in the 
conference at Shelburne-Houfe. I have not 
the inoft diftant intention to miftate a fingic 
expreffion, or to reprefent your Lordfhip in any 
light but that of truth. And I will venture to 
add, if I really did not niiRake your meaning 
in that converfation, I Ihall rejoice to com- 
municate to the Yorkftiire Gentlemen, what 
will fo juftly exalt their veneration for the Earl 
of Shelburne. 

I therefore intreat your Lordlhip will have 
the goodnefs to acquaint me, whether you dc- 
fire that I fliould communicate your explanation 
of the Mclfage to the Yorklhire Committee, 
and the other Gentlemen, who have been in- 
formed of it ; and alfo,’ whether if I £hoi|ild 
ftatc to the Committee the gcnefal purport of 

the 
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iSkt Jamlavnce %t Shdburne-Botifti as I have 
it in this Letter, I fhould commit any 
miftake which your Lordihip would chuic to 

1 am, my Lord, with high refped, 
if our Lordfhip’s moft obedieht humble fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 




Paper V. 

Letters, of which Copies were communicated hy the 
Rev. C. Wyvill to the Earl of Shelbornb, 
on tl)e i 2 tb ofO&tber, 178a. 


1 . 

Letter to many Members of the Committee of 
Affociation County York 

^Atrtifooi, SifUinier titb, tjU. 

Sir, 

A S Lor^ Shelburne is now underftood to 
take the lead in his Majefty's Counfels, 
I truft it will not be unacceptable to inform 
you that t have juft received a moft oblipng 

»Meliagc 
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Mdagc frcatt^s LordiMpk ftrong^y ejispceflingf 
his Refolution to fupport the Aflbciation of the. 
County of York. I would you tocoin<> 
municate this plcafing intelligence to the 
bers of our Contmittee, and other Friends to 
the caufe of Parliamentary Reformation in your 
neighbourhood ; but I wilh. to defer the publi* 
cation of this Meffage, till its appearance may 
have a more confiderable effect in favour of our 
intended Petition. „ . 

Mr. Gray’s Clerk happening to be here, f 
have employed him to write this, which I hope 
you will excufe, as I r^lly have at this moment 
a good deal of Affociation bulinefs on my handss 
I am. Sir, very faithfully yours,; . 

C. WYViLL. 


i. 

1-etter by the Rev. C. Wyvill to David 

Hartley, Efq. ' 

HARtLEPOOL, September 

Dear Sir, 

I ff 

AM confident that intelligence which thrown 
light on the difpofition pf the Minift<^ 
i^cfpccling the Reformation of Parliament, or 
'^'liich in any degree improves the profped of 
iuccefs, cannot be di&greeable to„ you who 
We So uniformly given that mesafure your 
^ 01,4 IIL " y ftrenuous 
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ftrenuous fupport. It is with much fatisfaftion. 
therefore, I mention that I have lately received 
a Mcffage from Lord Shelburne, in which he 
ftrongly expreffes his refolution to fupport the 
Affociation of the County of York. Honeft 
men may differ in opinion whether the inde- 
pendence of America, ihould be declared imme- 
diately or not. But all real Friends of the Con- 
ftitution will agree, that a fubftantial Meliora- 
tion of Parliament is the undoubted intereft of 
the Public. 

I am. Dear Sir, with great regard, 
Moft lincerely yours, 
C. WYVILL 


3- 

^ letter by the Rev. C. Wyvill to Dr. John Jebb. 

Hartlepool, September i 8 /A, 17*1- 

Dear Sir, 

I Have the fatisfaftion to ihform you that 
1 have received a Mcffage from Lord Shel- 
burne, ftrongly expreffing his refolution to Aip- 
port the Affodation of the County of York. 
Can fuch® intelligence be unacceptable to my 
good Friend? I truft not. Mady thanks tor 
yam obliging communication of the accoun 
the late Meeting in Weftminfter Hall. 

; f lam, Dear Sir, very 

-No. 4> 
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Latter by the Rev. C. WvviLt to the Earl of 
SURKETk 

HA&tLRPooL^ ScpUmheIr iMp tfB%* 

My Loi^d, 

I AM confident that intelligence which thrown 
any light on the difpofition of the pfrfeixt 
Miniller, refpcding the Reformation of Parlia- 
ment, or which iri any degree may be thought 
to open a better profpeft of fuccefs, canndt be 
unacceptable to your Lordlhip, t therefore 
mention with great fatisfadion, that I have 
lately received a Meffage from Lord Shelburne, 
ftrongly exprefling his refolution to fuppott the 
Aflbciation of the County of York. 

The Yorkfliire Committee will meet on the 
31ft of Odober, when it is probable that loine 
day near the end of November, will be fixed 
for the intended General Meeting of the County^ 
Might I fuggeft how much your Lordfhip*^ 
prefence would add to the weight and dignity 
ot the Meeting, and in other refpcds would pro- 
duce the happieft effcd ; or, if that be incon- 
venient, would your Lprdfhip permit me to 
propofe your name to be added to the Com- 
^«tce, if the re-appointment of that body 
would be refolved by the County< , 

y a The 
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The Yorkfliire Gentlemen are well apprized 
Jicw; much the caufe of the Public is ‘ indebted 
to Lord Surrey, and would be proud to num- 
Iwar him in the lift of their Afibciates. 

lam, my Lord, with very fincere rcfpcci, 
Your Lordlhip’s moft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 


^ ]E^ny other Letters refpe^ing this Meifage of the Earl of Shel> 
Bonify were written to the Friends of a Parliamentary Reform 
ill different parts of the Kingdom ; but as they contained no 
material variation from thefe Lctter8» it waa thought fufficient to 
furnifh his Lordfhip with thefe, and with a lid of Perfons to whum 
the reft were written. 

'If f'B EgaBggagg 


Paper VI. 

Letter from the Earl of Shelburne to the Rev. 
C. Wyvill. 

Shelburne-House, OSobtr i6/i&, 1782. 

V Sir, 

I AM favoured with your Letter of the 12th, 
this afternoon, and cannot poffibly have the 
fmallcft objection to your reference to my 
Letter to the Wiltfliire Committee, and like- 
wife to your communication of my Letter to 
you of the 24th of Oftober 1781, together 
Vfith my conyerfation with you, ftated as it is, 
ynth the utmoft truth and accuracy in your 

Letter 
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Letter of the 12 th inftant. As I certainly in- 
tended the Meffage fent to you by Mr. Dodf* 
worth, merely for your perfonal fatisfaition ; 

I wilh any communication to the Committee 
may remain upon the former grounds, which 
you may rely upon my bell endeavours to pro- 
mote in the manner which 1 may find moft 
effectual. 

In this view, however, 1 do not think it ma-/ 
tcrial to recal any thing you have hitherta. 
wrote. 

I have the honour to be, 

With very great elleem. Sir, 

Your faithful and moll obedient fervant, 

SHELBURNE. 


Paper VIL 

Letter by the Rev. C. Wyvill to the Earl of 
SH£LBURNK. 

BuRTOM*HaLL, O&obtr %\Jt% 

My Lord, v , 

1 Received yefterday with the higheft fatiC 
fadion the honour of your Lordlhip’s Lettei^ 
dated the i6th of this month. To that Lcttcri 
to mine of the 1 2th inftant to your Lord^^ 
Ihip, any communication of the converlatidn 
Shclburnc-Houfe, or the Meffage by Mr. Frank 
Y 3 Dodfwortfa, 
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DodfWorth, which 1 (hall make to the York* 
Ihlrc Committee on the 31ft of Oftobcr, lhall be 
perfediy conformable. 

On the fubjeft of that Meffage fome conver- 

Ihtion will unavoidably arife at that Meeting 

But however dehrous the Committee may be 
to exprefs their acknowledgments to your 
Lordlbip on that occa^on, yet when the nature 
of the Meffage is rightly underftood, as intended 
for my perfonal fatisfadion, and not as a formal 
communication to the Committee, 1 imagine, 
the apparent impropriety will prevent their 
taking it. as the ground of any Refolution 
whatever. 

1 am, my Lord, with the greateft refpeef, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient humble fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 


Pa^cr VII. 
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Paper VIII. 

Letter by the Rcv. C. WyvitJL to the Earl of 
Shelburne, with a Jhort Account of Mr. 
\V will’s feparate Interviews with his Lord^ 
and //je Marquis £/* Roc kin oh am, onthe' 
Zih of June^ 1 782, ^zx Jiated to the Committee of 
Affociation ^ the County of'Y ork, on the i\ft o£.^ 
Odober^ 1782; and alfo Refolutions of that , 
Committee communicated by Mr. Wyvill to. 
the Earl ^Shelburne. 

Burtoh^Hall, November $ 4 , 1782. 

My Lord, 

I Take the earlieft opportunity after the Meet- 
ing of the Yorkfliire Committee, on the 
31ft of Ofto^er, and the firft of November inft. 
to affure your Lordfliip that the bufinefs of the 
Meeting was clofed \vithout any Refolution 
having been paffed by that Affembly, materially 
different from what I hoped they would adopt. 
The converfation I had the honour tq t^old with 
your Lordftiip and Lord Rockingham^ was 
Hated exactly to the Committee, as it Rands in 
my Letter of the 1 2th of Oftober, to your Lord- 
fiiip ; and a copy of Mr. Frank Dodfworth’s Note, 
containing your Lordfliip’s MelTage to me was 
read and Ihewn to the Committee, together 
'vith copies of my Letters to feveral Gcntlemeni 
Y 4 on 
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on that fubjeft : in confcquence of which the 
Committee paffcd two Refolutlons ; one thank, 
ing me for my conduft ; the other difpenfmg 
with the production of other Papers in my 
polTelfion, which I had ftated to the Committee 
as improper to be produced. A Copy of thofc 
Refolutions taken from the Clerk's minutes, 
is inclofed for your Lordfliip's fatisfaClion ; and 
alfo the Paper which was fhewn to the Com- 
mittee, giving a fliort account of the interview 
I was honoured with by your Lordfliip and 
Lord Rockingham. The other Refolutions, 
having no relation to the fubjeCt of your Lord- 
fliip's communications, are omitted. 

I have only to add that, the two Refolutions 
which arc tranfmitted to your Lordllup, will 
not be publiftied. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

With the greateft reipeft. 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 


Short Account by tin Rev. C. Wyvill of his In. 
terviews with Lord Shelburne and Lord 
Rockingham feparatelyy in Junc^ 1782. 

T O make his acknowledgments for the falu- 
tary Regulations, eftablifhing a more oeco- 
nomical expenditure of public money, and re- 

ducing 
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.iucing the undue influence of the Crown whicli 
had been fo recently carried ; and ftill more* to 
exprefs his gratitude for the countenance given 
by Adminiftration to the propofal for a fub- 
ftantial Reformation of Parliament, on the 
occafion of Mr. PitPs Motion, were the pur^ 
pofes for which he defired the honour of a con* 
tcrcncc with Lord Shelburne and Lord Rock* 
ingham. And he defired in a more particular 
manner to return thanks to Lord Shelburne, for 
his curly Declarations in favour of that radical 
Reformation, which can alone fecure the Liber* 
tics of the People, and the permanence of a wife 
and honeft fyftem of Government. 

With refpeft to Lord" Rockingham, he had 
the fatisfaclion to find in the courfe of the cori* 
verfation, that he had exprefsly admitted at the 
inftance of the Duke of Richmond, that a fair 
Parliamentary difeufiion of abufes in the Hate 
of Parliament itfelf, fliould be confidered as one 
of the llipulated Articles of the NEW Admini*, 
Itrution. But he did not underfland his Lord* 
ihip to be pledged or inclined to give an aflive 
fupj3ort tc3 meafures which might be propofed 
the refult of that difeufiion. 

Vrom Lord Shelburne he had the pleafurc to 
hear a ftrong confirmation of the profefllons 
he had previoufly made in his Letter to the 
Committee of Wiltfcirc ; and in his Letter 
dated the 24th of Oftober, 1781, which 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wyvill had the honour to receive in anfwer 
to his of the 17th of Oftober, 1781, which ac- 
companied the manufcript copy of the Second 
Addrefs of the Yorklhire Committee. On this 
occafion he rejoiced to find his Lordfhip, “ much 
approved the conduct of the Yorklhire Com- 
mittee ; advifed adherence to their Affociation, 
and promifcd to give their meafures his de- 
cided fupport.’^ 

C WYVILL. 


Refolutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
Affociltion of the County ^York, on the yjl 
* of October ^ 1782, 

Prefent, SEVENTY-FIVE MEMBERS: 

T he Rev. Mr. Wyvill having communi- 
cated certain fteps taken by him, for pro- 
moting the objects of the Affociation, fince the 
laft Meeting of the Committee, and produced 
fevcral Letters received by him during that 
interval. 

Refolvcd, That the Thanks of this Committee 
be given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, for the con- 
duct he has purfued in the above inftanccs. 

Refolvcd, That the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, be not 
requefted to produce to the Committee any 
other Letters or Papers in his cuftody, received 
fince the 4th of April laft, touching the con- 
cerns 



C 355 3 

erns of thesAffodation, fave thpfe already laid 
)cfore the Committee, 


Paper IX. 

7hs fuhjiance of a Converiation between the Mar- 
quis ^Rockingham and the Rev. C. Wyvill, 
on Saturday^ June Sth iyS 2 , as written down 
immediately after the Conference by the Rev. 
C. Wyvill. 

A fter fome common civilities on both 
fides. Lord Rockingham produced a Paper 
containing Ihort Notes of what Articles were 
propofed by him, through Lord ihurlow to, 
the King, as the terms on which Lord Rocking- 
ham and his Friends, would engage in Admi- 
niftration ; and which his Majefty acceded to.— • 
The principal of thefe Notes were. 

Independence of America, no veto^ 

The Contra^ors Bill, 

The Revenue Officers Bill, ^ . 

Mr. Burke*s Bill, the great parts of it. 
General Peace, if to be had 1 
On reading thefe Notes, I profefled to Lord 
Rockingham my general approbation of all 

thefe 
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thefe Articles, and of Lord Rockingham's 
honourable dealing in ftipulating thefe advan- 
tages to the Public ; but ftated with precifioa 
to his Lordftip, that the reafon of my wifhing 
to have the honour of a conference with him 
was, the countenance he had given to the caufe 
of Parliamentary Reformation, particularly as fo 
many of his Lordlhip's Friends had fupported 
the Motion of Mn W. Pitt, on that fubje^h— 
Lord Rockingham in reply ftated, that the 
puke of Richmond, on feeing the conditions 
above-mentioned, had o^iferved, that no men- 
tion was made of a Reform of Parliament, 
and propofed as an additional Stipulation, that 
the difeuflion of that fubjeft in Parliament 
ihould be agreed to ; which he, viz. Lord 
Rockingham confented to : — But that he could 
not approve the Duke of Richmond's Plan 
and he neither had yet feen any fufficient con- 
currence of Gentlemen for promoting the rnea- 
fure of a change in the Reprefentation, nor any 
well-digefted Plan for that purpofe. The diffi- 
culties, therefore, he apprehended were great. 
To this I replied, that in the prefen t ftage of 
the bufinefsi the Parliament had done all I 
wiihed in debating on the Queftion of Mr. W. 
Pitt, although it had poftponed any Refolution 
till the dilFatisfa^ion of the People with the 
prefent ftate of their Reprefentation, were 
formally made known to Parliament. A change 
in the frame of the Houfe of Commons, was an 

undertaking 
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undertaking of the greateft confequencc ; and 
which ought not to be attempted by any Mi- 
niftcr or by Parliament, without a pretty Gene- 
ral Declaration in its favour by the Colleftivc 
gody; left at fome lefs favourable period it 
{hould be brought as a precedent, to counte- 
nance a fecond change that might be difadvan- 
tagetms or even ruinous to the Liberties of the 
People.— 1 hat I conceived the Duke of Richi*' 
mend’s Plan, was by no means likely to obtain 
any degree of fupport in Yorkfliire, or in the 
generality of *the Counties ; as far as my in- 
formation could enable me to judge ; that my 
own particular opinion was clearly againft it, 
as neither practicable nor fafe in the prefent 
circutnftances, efpedally with a Capital where 
the populace are exceedingly numerous. That 
it might be difficult for a popular Meeting to 
enter into the detail of luch bufinefs ; but that 
there would be after the Revenue Officers Bill 
took effect, a certain defeription of Boroughs 
to be pointed out, which might be abolifbed 
on better grounds, and with lefs oppofition 
than any other; viz. thofe Boroughs which 
will chiefly be cflfcCtcd by the operation of that 
Bill, among which the Cornifh Boroughs and 
the Cinque Ports, are the exceptionable , — 

Lord Rockingham in the courfc of thc.conver- 
fition had mentioned that the Revenue Officers 
Bill, would disfranchife about 

5500 Cuftom-Houfc Officers \ 

2500 
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2500 Incidental Ditto j 

5000 Excife Officers ; 

and would afFedl materially Eledions of about 
50 or 60 Members of Parliament, now chicSy 
nominated by ^he Crown. On this, I obferved, 
that when thefe thirteen thoufand Eledors are 
cut off from their privilege of voting, the Com- 
ifh Boroughs and Cinque Ports will be liable to 
the objedion of fewnefs of numbers, in as much 
force as the Burgage Tenure Boroughs, with 
this farther difadvantagc fuperadded, that their 
remaining Electors will be fronfj their poverty 
expofed to corruption in an extreme degree, to 
which the opulent poffeffor of Burgage Tenures 
is not liable: and that an entire disfranchife' 
inent of thefe Boroughs would furnifli a confj- 
derable number of Reprefentatives to be tranf* 
ferred to Counties, by an operation of Icfs extent 
in the number disfranchifed, than that of the 
Revenue Ofiicers Bill.— After having fuggcilcd 
this obfcrvation, I delired Lord Rockingh.un'^ 
leave to mention to the Committee what had 
paffed, and having obtained it, I allured his 
Lordlhip it would give great pleafure to many 
of his friends in Y orkfliire, to hear he had given 
this degree of countenance to the caufe of Par- 
liamentary Reformation. But when I alked his 
Lordlhip whether I might reprefent him as a 
general wcll-wiflier to the caufe of a ParlU- 
mentary Reformation, I did not receive any 
clear and decifive anftver. 

Paper X* 
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Paper X. 

Explanation cf the Editor’s Condw&refpeilingihe 
Meffage of the Earl ^Shelburne, 

I T has been the Editor’s fortune, at different 
times, to hold correfpondence with fomc of 
our Minifters of State, on the fubjed of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. He who acted as Chairman 
of a Committee appointed and renewed at fcvc- 
ral General Meetings of the County of York, 
to promote that Reform on the principles 
adopted by their Conftituents, could fiot but 
confidcr every fuch Communication from men 
in higli official ftation, to be truly and properly 
a Communication of a Public Nature, to him as 
Chairman of that Committee, unlefs the contrary 
'xas diJiinStly fpecifed at the time when ike Com^jiuni^ 
caikn vjas made. On this principle he acled, 
when tlie meffage from Lord Shelburne was re- 
<.eived. He thought it a meffage which not 
only might, but ought to be imparted by him 
to the Committee, whole fervant he wRvS, and 
alfo to the Friends of their Affociatic^li in differ- 
ent parts of the Kingdom : And he was happy 
to find, at the next Meeting of the Committee, 
that his conduA was approved by that body of 
men. I’hey agreed with him in the opinion, . 
that the meflage in queftion, and the Editor’s 
fubfequent correfpondence with Lord Shelburne 

refpefling 
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refpccling it, were^properly to be confidcrcd i; 
being Papers of a Public Nature j but for pm. 
dential reafons, the produftion of the fubfequcnt 
correfpondepce was difpenfcd with by the Com- 
mittee, on the Reprefentation made by the Edi- 
tor, and confirmed by fome of his Friends to 
whom thefe Papers had been confidentially 
fhown for this purpofe ; viz. that in the violent 
State of Parties in the country at that time, the 
Communication of this fubfequent part of the 
correfpondcnce, could do no fervice to the cuufe 
of Reformation, but probably thight injure it 
in a very great degree. It was a great fatis- 
fa£tion»to the Editor, that he prevailed with the 
Committee on that occafion, neither to inlift 
that thefe fubfequent Letters fhould be produced 
to them, nor to dire<5l: that any part of the cor- 
refpondence fliould be publifhed. But the rca- 
fons which then rendered this forbearance on 
their part proper, at this great diftance of time, 
when the State of Parties, and the fituation of 
the noble perfon principally concerned, have been 
fo materially changed, cannot be thought to re- 
tain any force. The feafon therefore is now ar- 
rived, wh(fei the Editor feels that thefe Papers 
may be publiflicd with propriety, not only for 
the fatisfaclion of that part of the Committee 
to whom they never have been communicated, 
but alfo with a view to fubmit this vindication 
of his condud to the judgement of the Public. 

On fimilar grounds he thought, and he ftill 

thinks 
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thinks himfelf juftifiable for having declared 
Lis intention not to fupprels his corr^pondence 
wth Mr. Ktt, although he forbears the publi- 
cation in this cafe, as in that before of Lord 
Shelburne, till foine very material change r©. 
fpecling Mr. Ktt, his own neceflary vindication, 
or the public caufe of Reformation &all render 
fuch a meafure evidently proper. A foil ex- 
planation of his fentiments and condud on 
particular cafe, is referved for a more fit oppc«- 
tunity. In the mean-time, the Editor trulit 
that whenever the Papers alluded to fliall be fob- 
mitted to public infpedion, it will then be found 
and acknowledged even by men who from per* 
funal friendfhip, or a fond admiration of the 
charader of Mr. IHtt, have been moft fufceptible 
ot uiieafmefs on his account, that the Editor in 
his zeal to ferve the Public has not forgotten 
that juftice and candour which arc due to Mr, 

1 itt ; that ,he has been felicitous as he ought 
K feparate and to keep back front' 

the public eye whatever may juftly be deemed a 
communtcation of a private and confidential 
h ure ; that the bcft means in his power have 
heen-employed toafeertain his right to retsda 
Pre 6 ^'*l’^’ obligatimi to return or ’fop- 
^ important of the Papers in 

’ thofePapewV 

^01-' lii^*** i®e «>8 alluded to, 

* Z 


. . «*■ 
**• The head! of a Bill to Reform the Reprefentatioii. 
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or otherwife might appear indifputably to he 
Papers of a public nature, far from being pro, 
dneed wantonly, or with any malevolent view, 
Wre publiflicd as ^:he correfpondence refpeding 
jthe Mcli’age of Lord Shelburne now has been, 
after a long delay, and from the laudable or 
warrantable niQtlve alone, citfier to promote 
the intereft of the Public or to explain and 
vindicate the condud: of an Individual, 


Number XXVIII. 

Paper I, 

JuCtter from Dr. Benjamin Franklin io ^ . 
Rev. C. Wyvill. 

pAss^, 

Sir, 

I Send you herewith the fketcli I proniilea 
you. Perhaps it may be of ule to publilh 
fomething of the kind : For if the power of 
chufing now in the Boroughs continues 'to be 
allowed as a right, they may think themfelvcs 
more juftiliable inr demaji<iing more for it, or m 
holding back longer than they^wouldif they 
find that it begins to be conlidercd as ail abuk. 
With great eft^em, I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant. 

' B. FRANKLIN- 

Paper H* 
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Paper IL 

fhc Juftice^ ^ Disfranchifing the fmaller Bo* 
roughs in England, and the Prudence 
allowing them a Compenfation for their ex^ 
tingui/hed Franchifcs conftdered by Dr. Ben- 
jamin Franklin. 

♦ 

N O man or body of men in any Nation, 
can have a juft right to ajiy privilege or 
fr^inchife not common to the reft of the Nation^ 
without having done the Nation feme fervicc 
equivalent, for which the franchife or privilege 
was the recompence or conlideration. 

No man or body of men can be juftly de- 
prived of a Goqin\on Right, but for fome 
equivalent offence or injury done to the Society 
in which he enjoyed fuch Right. 

If a number of men are unjuftly deprived of 
a Common Right, and the fame is given in 
addition to the Common Right of another num- 
ber who have not merited fuch addition, the 
injulUce is double. 

Few, if any erf the Boroughs in England, 
ever performed any fuch particular fefvice to 
the Nation, entitling- them to what they now 
claim as a Privilege in Elc(!l;ions. 

Originally in England when the^ King iffued 
his Writs, callirig*upon Counties, Cities, and 
Boroughs to depute Perfons who Ihould meet 
Z 2 him 



C 3^4 2 

him in a Parliament ; the intention was to obtain 
by that means more perfeft information of the 
gmmral State of the Kingdom, its faculties, 
D^gth, and difpolition^ together with the ad! 
vice their accumulated wifdom might afford 
him in fuch arduous affairs of the Realm** 
as he had to propofe. And he might reafonably 
hope that meafures approved by the Deputies 
in fuch an Affembly, would on their return home 
be by them well explained, and rendered agree- 
able to their ConMtuents and the Nation in 
general. At that time being fent to Parliament 
was not confidered as being put into the way 
of preferment or incrcafe of fortune, therefore 
no bribe was given to obtain the appointment. 
The Deputies were to be paid wages by their 
Conftituents ; therefore the being obliged to 
fend and pay was confidered rather as a duty 
than as a privilege. At this day in New 
England, many Towns who may and ought to 
ftnd Members to the Affembly, fomctiines 
negleft to do it ; they are then fummoned to 
anfwer for their negleft, and fined if they 
cannot give a good excufe ; fuch as fome com- 
mon misfortune, or fome extraordinary public 
expence which difaUed them from affording 
convciiicntly the 'neccffary wages. And the 
wages allowed being barely fufficient to defray 
the Deputy’s expence, no folicitatioiis are uied 
to be ^ofen^ 


In 
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la England, as foon as the being fcnt to Pat* 
liament was found to be a ftep towards ao 
qiiiring both honour and fortune^ Iblicitations; 
were praftifed, and where they were infufficient, 
money was given. Both the ambitious and 
the avaricious became Candidates. But to 
folicit the poor labourer for his vote being 
humiliating to the proud man, and to pay for ? 
it hurting the lover of money, they, when they 
met, joined in an AA to dimihiih both thofc ‘ 
inconveniences by deprivii<|^ the Poor of tho < 
Right of Voting, which certainly they were; 
not impowered to do by the Ekftors, theirs 
Conftituenta, the Majority of whom were pro^ 
bably People of little property. The A& waa 
therefore not only unjuil but void. Thefc 
lower People were immediately afterwards op- 
preffed by another Aft impowering the Juftic^s , 
to fix the hire of day Labourers, and their, 
hours of work, and to fend them to the Houfe ' 
of Correftion if they refufed to work for fuch 
hire; which was depofing them from their 
condition of Freemen, and making them 
literally flaves. . 

But this was taking from mafty Freemen a 
Common Right, and confining it to a few* To 
give it back again to the many is a different . 
operation. Of this the few have no juft caufe^ 
to complain, becaufe they ftill retain the Gom- 
roon Right they always had, and they lofc only 
^ exclufive additional power which they 

ought 
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ought never to'have had. And if they ufed it 
Vhen they had it, as a . means of obtaining 
tnoney ) they Ihould in juftice were it praaf. 
cable, be obliged to refund, and diftribute fuch 
money among thofc who had been fo unjuftlv 
deprived of their Right of Voting ; or, 
it to the Public. 

Corporations therefore or Boroughs, wlu) 
from being originally called to fend Deputies 
to Pariiament, when it was confidered nierclv 
as a duty and nof€s a particular privilege, and 
thei;efore was never purchafed by any equiva- 
lent fervices to the Public, continue to fend now 
that by a change of times it affords them profit 
in bribes or emoluments of various kinds, have 
in reality no rig/jt to fuch advantages, which 
are befides in cffeA prejudicial to the Nation, 
fome of thofe who buy, thinking they may 
alfp fell. 

They Ihould therefore in juftice be imme- 
diately deprived of fuch pretended right, and 
^reduced to the condition of Common Freemen. 

But they are perhaps top ftrong and their 
intereft too weighty to permit fuch juftice to 
be done. And a regard for public good in 
thofc People influencing a voluntary refignJt- 
tion, is not to be expelled. 

. If that be the cafe it may be neceffary to Sub- 
mit to the power of prefent circumftances, 
paflioas and prejudices, and piirchafe^ fince we 
.can do no better, their confent 5 as men when 
. - they 
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thev cannot othcrwife recover property un- 
iufliy detained from them, advertife a reward 
,0 whoever will reftore it, prOmifing that no 
quefiions fliall be alked. 


, Paper III. 

i.ctter froni the Rdv. C. ^Vyvill to Dr* 
jAMiN Franklin. 

Paris, *7*^* 
Sir, 

I Have received the honour of your Letter of 
the 1 6th inftant, accompanied with a Paper, 
in which you have proved, by a fliort train of 
clear and flitisfaclory reafoning, that the 
Elective Franchife now enjoyed by the fmall 
Boroughs in England is not an abfolute right, 
which can only be forfeited on dbnviftion Of 
niilufage, but that it is a privilege, conferred 
upon them in different periods of our hiftory, 
with partiality and in a manner injurious to the 
Common Right of Reprefentation ; "and con- 
fequently, that it is a privilege juftly refumable 
hy the ftate, Avijthout the confent of fuch Bo- 
roughs previoufly obtained, without any pre- 
vious 
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yious proof of their delinquency, or any com. 
peniation for their aboliihed Franchife : at tht 
ikme time, you have admitted the expediency in 
the prefent ftate of our Conftitution, and under 
, the various difadvantages attending an attempt 
to reftore it, that a pecuniary offer Ihould be 
propofed as an inducement to the fmall Bo. 
roughs, to make a voluntary furrender of their 
obnoxious privilege. 

Accept, Sir, my beft thanks for this very 
kind communication of your fentiments on a 
fubje(9: of much importance to the happinefs of 
England. From their own intrinfic folidit}-, 
thofe fentiments muff have great weight with 
every unprejudiced mind, even if it Ihould be 
thought advifable not to apprife the public 
they are the fentiments of a man, to whofe 
ability and perfevering virtue the American 
States are principally indebted for their politi- 
cal falvation. But highly as I effeem the wif- 
dom of your opinion and advice, I place a ftill 
higher value on that philanthrophy, which lias 
induced you to beftow fo much attention on 
this fubjeft, in the midft of your many urgent 
avocations when juft on the point of leaving 
Europe to return to America. I confider this 
not only .as a mark of your general benevolence, 
but as a proof that your peculiar good-will to 
England, lately our common Country, has 
neither been diminifliedby any perfonal difgnft» 
nor impaired by the hoftilities of an unhappy 
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Civil War. AAd Itruft that on this occafion 
vour benevolence has not been mifplaced ; llnce 
the Advocates for a Reformation of the £ngliih 
Pdiiiament have been, I believe, without ex- 
ception, zealous Opponents of the American 
War ; and the fuccefs of their attempt to im- 
prove the Conftitution of England, may poffibly* 
cenducT: our two Countries,* in due time, to 
that inodifycd reunion which recent events 
will admit, and which you feem to agree with 
me in thinkings would be equally honourable 
and advantageous to both. 

I am. Sir, with high refped. 

Your obliged and moft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 
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A 


DEFENCE 

O F 

D?\ PRICE, isft'. 


H aving lately employed myfelf in forming 
a Collection of Political Papers, chiefly rc- 
ijicAing the attempt by feveral of our Counties, 
I'l'incipal Cities and Towns, to correft the Cor- 
I'uptioii and reftore the Freedom and Independ- 
ence of Parliament, from near the end of the 
}car 1779, to the middle of the year 1785, I 
liu c been unavoidably led by the nature of my 
iifh to perufc the greatcfl part of the Papery 
hich were publiflied by Popular Meetings, in 
tiiiiercnt parts of the kingdom, during that pe- 
jiod. After this review of their Proceedings, 
think it may be aflerted with truth, that the 
pneral conducl of thefe Aflemblics of the CoJ- 
•cciive Body and the Committees appointed by 
A them 
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them, was unexccptionably prudent and manlv^ 
that their language was firm but decent, be. 
coming FREEMEN alarmed by the misfortunes 
of an ill-fated and expenfive War, and juftly 
offended by the fervility and corruption of their 
Reprefentatives ; that their meafures were fin- 
cerely deiigned to promote the^ Public Good*, 
fupported with vigour and perfevering zca], yet 
with a conftant adherence to order and legality, 
and finally fuccefsful to terminate thofe fatal 
hofiilities, and introduce a more faithful and 
oeconomical expenditure of the Public Money* 
But the Aflbeiations had been convinced at an 
early period that fomewhat more than Peace and 
a retrenchment of the Public Expenditure was 
ncceffary for the fafety of the Country. They 
bad feen, that the Corruption of Parliament and 
the continuation of the Civil War with America 
w^rc juflly to be imputed to thofe grofs abufes 
injiic frame and duration of Parliament, which 
had chiefly originated in the prefent century; 
and that unlefs an effcftual redrefs of thofe griev- 
ances could be obtained, the evils of a corrupt 
Adminiftration might foon be experienced again, 
to the utter ruin of the nation. Againft thefc 
jkbufes therefore the efforts of the Popular Meet- 
ings were principally direfted, but without fuc- 
eels, although in eft'ed they aimed at not much 
more than the Refloration of the Conftitution 
as it had flood foon after the sera of the Revo- 
lution. Forfince that period, from the great 
extenfion of our commerce and diftant tern- 

torial 
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will at laft grant them that jufticc which they 
have Iiitherto refufed. 

A'rainU fuch Men requefting to fliare the 
Common Rights of Citizens, the ordinary pleas 
of Intolerance would have been addrefl'ed with 
little cfl'e6t to the candour and liberality of Par- 
liament ; their eager oppofers would have at- 
tempted in vain to give to their unjuft policy 
the colour of political expediency; in vain they 
would have endeavoured to alarm the Friends 
of our limited Monarchy, by renewing the 
hackneyed objeclions, that Diffenters, deeming 
Kpircopacy unwarrantable by Scripture, muft be 
enemies to the Infiitution of Bifliops, muft wifli 
the Abolition of an Order of Men who form an 
important part of the Legiftaturc ; whofe right 
of voting with the Peers could not be taken 
away without eXpolIng the Crown to Demo- 
cratic Invafion. 

The fuggeftion is unfupported by any colla-* 
teral circumftances, or any apparent likelihood 
of danger ; it probably would have tnadc little 
imprciTion on Parliament, and it furely could 
have been applied with little profpe61: of fucceft 
to thofc Senators, whofe opinions juftly bear the 
greateft weight in that Affembly. For it muft 
have been inftantly felt, that to wifli fomc im- 
rortant changes in the Form of Government is 
not inconfiftent with the true idea of allegiance; 

rational and good Men might deem the 
Cinque Port Barons an objeftionable part of 
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tlie Houfe of Commons, or the tranflatlnn of 
Bifhops a dcfc^ in the Hbufc of Peers Uut it 
even might be their opinion, that the entire ex- 
clufion of tliat Order from the Houfe of Peers 
Vould be neither injurious to Religion, nor dii- 
advantageous to the political intcreO: pf the Com- 
munity; and yet fuch Men might be truly gocnl 
Citizens, might cordially approve our Govern- 
ment by King, Lords, and Commons, might 
upon the whole be well fatisficd with that flrarc 
of happinefs which may be enjoyed under our 
Conftitution; might have no defign, no v.lili 
duhurb the tranquillity of the Public ; on the 
contrary, conceiving our Government to be 
inveifed with a lawful and beneficial authority, 
they might chearfully fubmit to it in a private 
Ration, and be willing in a public capacity to 
llipport it with fidelity and active zeal. 

Thcl'c are the difpofitions which, in a larger 
view than that of ftrid* law, conftltutc a good 
Citizen ; add, where thefe difpofitions arc evi- 
dent, it is a matter of no concern to the State, 
to ferutinize thought, or to pafs a judicial fen- 
fence on private opinion, and harmlefs if not 
iifeful fpeculation. If Men of thefe difpofitions 
fliould not be thought to bear that dutiful at« 
tachment to the State, v.-hich our laws require* 
if allegiance fliould be conftrued to imply an ac- 
ceptance of the Conftitution and all its cftablilh- 
inents, as perfed models of political wifdoin, 
and abfolutely incapable of any emendation, 

allegiaac^ 
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allC'^lincc would be incompatible with common 
icn(c and obfcrvation. Such an idea of’ ailegi- 
ancc i'* inanifeftly indcfenfible— contending par- 
ties inuft have agreed to renounce it. 

In all probability, therefore, the application 
nr a repeal of the left Laws would have been 
jilinittcd by the united wilUom and jufticc of the 
lli)uk‘, if more powerful means had not been 
t >uiid to rouze the jealous fpirit of State Policy; 
an I to I'upprcfs, in minds of the greateft benig- 
iikv and wifdoiii of the pui“cft piety and virtue, 
tKdr hotter principles of FOLE RATION. 

Some Diffcnting Miiiiftgrs of much ability 
.iiiil reputation had hazarded, with an honeft 
/e il, to publifli their opinions on the inutility 
and impropriety of any Religious Eilablifliment; 
iud cxprclicd a deteftation of the Corruptions 
fit P.irliainont, and an admiration of certain Rc- 
piibli jiii rorms of Government. I’licl’e hardy 
Mitlmcnts were detailed to the floufc in quota-> 
ti'K.-. from the Authors alluded to; and their 
A.Uer-fary, wliofc declamatory talents for forne 
yc irs iiid been little attended to, had once more 
t'l.* i’aFi.if'icfion to lind that the Iloufe lifteiied to 
liim, and that his pcrfonal invectives had made 
tii.it impreiiion which iie wiflied, and which his 
i\ 11 )niiig muft have Liilcd to produce. A ma- 
jority of the Members v/cre ihocked by thefe 
trccdom> of fpccalativc Men, they were appalled 
by the magnified dangers of INNOVATION; 
common fentiment of fear pervade 1 their 
B breads. 
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breads, ftifled their accuftomed fcclir.^s of eqiilty 
and benevolence, and determined them fiiil 
prolong the redraint of thofc partial laws, hv 
which our Diffenting Brethren are held in a Ihiti. 
of difgraccful inferiority; d'hou art not Ca:far’s 
Friend if thou let thefe Men go freed* 

But if the Dilfenting Miniders, who were re- 
probated on this occafion with fo mucli feverity, 
had really been as bad Citizens, as turbuler.: 
and feditious Men, as their Accufer wilhccl t** 
reprefent them, how could it condft with j aft ice 
for the faults of two or three Individual 1) if' ent- 
ers to punifh thoufands of that denomination, 
not only without evidence of their diflf)yah\’, 
but even againd their folemn proteliations ol 
attachment to the Conditution^ before llic tu- 
culiition was heard or ftifpccdcd; and agaiiifi rliL 
drongcr proof rcfulting from the unifonn 
collective loyalty of the DifTcntcrs for tfic p;c- 
ceding Century. If the General Body of Dili ent- 
ers in the prefent age Ihould be accjuiticii < 
difloyalty, and yet their puniihmcnt as (Milov;;! 
Men fliould be thought nccediiry, bccaufe tiic 
influence of the Miniders alluded to may 
probably taint the Dilfentcrs of the next gen. 
ration with their obnoxious principles, it !•> iii> 
polliblc to forefee to what intolerable opprellioii 
this drangc principle may not lead the Legiffi- 
turc. Jufticc ought to be to States as well 
to Individuals, the unchangeable rule of their 
morality ; toinflicl hardfhips on particular 
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Oi VicTit who have aflually done nothing lo 
njcrit them, is a palpable breach of tliat rule 
v^iich the bare poflibility of danger from thofe 
Men cannot juftify. But to treat Men of this 
.i-rc with Iiardflup, on a precarious fpcculation, 
tii.it dangers may arife from other Men of the 
J.IR 1 C ii:cl in foinc future generation, is to coniw 
|.;nr‘ the utmoft injuftice with the moft nianifcfc 
impolicy. 

Obfcrvatlons like thefc were ably, though 
i:u'ire'T:ualIy urged in favour of the Diflenters^ 
by their magnanimous Advocate on the late 
motion for the Repeal of the I’cft-Aft. But the 
y.iwcrt’ul rcafuning urged on that occafion might 
:v,* recrived perhaps fomc additional force, had 

* been inquired whether the allegations agiinfl 
fli'. accufed individuals aflbrd any fubfiantial 
';r'?un<l even for their convicUon as bad Citi- 

on whom the dliabilities of the Teft haws 

• be iiifliclcd, or continued with jullicc* 
'• ’ it tins qucfiion may l>e dUcuilcd with bre. 
■‘i y, I lli.ill confine inyfclf to the confidcralion 
< • die linglo cafe of Dr. Price, wdiofc talents and 

-rtUw'i juUly placed him at tJic head of the Dif- 
tors ; hut wliofe cliarafter, mild and amiable 
it W.IS, could not protect him from the rage 
' ’heir Actufer, who infiiltcd his feelings with 
- "OjLnt cenfure, or more infoicnt commenda- 
•‘••n; wlio cxliaufled all the arts of his falfc 
’ d trauduicnt eloquence to render this cxccl- 
•v.K Man at once odious and dcipicablc; aiming 
0 2 in 



in his (uppofed criminality to involve the whole 
Body of the DilFenters, and ultimately to clif. 
credit the caufe of Political Reformation, and 
the Men by 'whom that caufe had been pro. 
moted. 

It has been alledgcd, and a deep imprefiion 
has been made by the allegation, that more chin, 
gerous principles of non-conforniity liave bitn 
introduced or revived by Dr. Price, than theft; 
■which had been the ufual grounds of feparjtion 
affigned by liis Predecelfors: That his dilTent v. i; 
not merely a diflike of Bifhops, or of the Clcri-- il 
Veftments; a difapprobation of our Liturgy and 
our Articles of Religion; or a convi^ion that 
the impofition of Human Forms, ot faitli and 
worfhip, is inconfifient with the Liberty of Cdiri- 
ftians and the Divine Authority of the Goiptl: 
That Dr. Price was an adverfary to every noifi- 
ble Inftitution of a National Cdiurch : '1 hat he 
aimed to fubvert the prefent, without eftahldh- 
ing another Form of Public Religion in its place ; 
That he would diioand the National Clergy, aht - 
lilh every emolument provided for them by th * 
State, and abandon the fupport of Religion to 
the voluntary zeal of Men willing, on fuch terms 
to teach or to be taught : That the able Men 
who concur with him in thefe fentiments, would 
too probably fuccccd in diffuling them throiigli 
the whole Body of the Difl'enters ; and that the 
tendency and final iilue of thefe principles wi'? 
nothing lefs than the introduclion of anarchy 
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and confufion, the triumph of fanaticifin, and 
t!ic ruin of learning and rational religion. 

i'c) this il may be replied, that it is the in- 
icTC'it of the Community that a free examina- 
tion of every InAitutioii ihould be permitted* 
and even encouraged ; and, confcciucnlly, that 
i’pccuLitive Men, who may be led in the courfc 
of ll'eir difquifitions to condcinn any Public 
IJi.ib!iihmcnt, either in part or in whole, ought 
not 10 be punilhed by dilgracc or any other pe- 
nalty whatever. 

J'.lbiMiihinents, winch in one age may have 
bun ufeful or iieccflary, in anotlicr may have 
beromo ufckfs, inconvenient, or pernicious; 
(Itlior the beneficial end for which tiicy were 
or.ialncd may be more cafily attainable without 
tluai; or Iraud anil corruption may have per- 
verted tlicm from their tiriginal JeJign to ferve 
:in unworthy piirpole; and then benefit to a 
individuals may be proiliicetl, but tlic Coin- 
inn.iiiy be injured. And lliis is not un- 
(oiiiinoni) tilt: end, whatever may Iiavc been 
dcfijpi of all human Infiitutions. Govern- 
jtillf, which is formed for the general bc- 
is apt to degenerate into tyranny; the 
^'bi ndtralc ii intrufted wdtii inucJi power, he 
joiid of it, and v/ilhcs to ufurp ir:orc; 
perhap:, he cxcrcifcs the power he has, not 
’»* common good, but his own feparau* ad- 
>.nit.ige; in either ot thclc cafes it is a work 
difficulty, an J of danger too, to coiitrfml the 

ftiLc ; 
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Maglilratc ; anJ therefore Ills ambition and liU 
injuiUce too frequently fuccccd. And wlicn 
' Men are embodied in any fubordinatc capaciiv, 
they arc then apt to be influenced by a Corpon. 
lion wSpirit, which tempts them to prefer the par. 
rial intcrefts of that clafs or profelfion to whicii 
they belong, to the general v/clfarc of tlicir 
Country. At firft the cftabliflimcnt may Ikiv: 
been benevolently and wifely planned, and tlu- 
Public for fome time may have reaped advantap* 
from the faithful Adminiflration of its Oniecis 
after that, the priniitiv'c zeal is obferved to coo], 
the performance of proiellional duty bcconu', 
irkfomc, it is gradually relaxed, ncglcflcd, ami 
at length wholly abandoned ; and yet tlie cino- 
luments originally annexed to tlic actual dii'- 
charge of duty, will frequently be retained, and 
even incrcafed io llic iiighell: amount, v.lun 
little or no profcflionul duty has been pc'r* 
formed. Such is the tendency of luiman fell* 
ilhneO, under the fpecious pretext of zeal ii/i* 
tlie profcJlion ; and fuch the progrefs of every 
Inlhtution to a flare of extreme abufe, wiicn 
exempt from controul, and unfubjccied to free 
examination. 

It mull be admitted, however, that partid 
evil may fonietimcs be the confeciuence of po- 
pular controul or free difeuflion. TJie jufl anvl 
patriotic Magiflrate may he the objeefl of ground- 
Icfs jcalouly and diflrufl ; and his power mu' 
be reduced within limits too narrow to permit 

hi 01 



C ^7 3 

! *'i!i to cflccl the good he willies. But this is ail 
ovil .(in.fur Jtively of little moment. For it i:S 
CiiV to cl'.Lirgc his power, when experience has 
iiiAvn it lo be expedient, or to adopt his pIa^4S, 
w lien diilunioxi has proved their utility. But 
^^hcn the power of popular controui is loft, 
d.ere arc no regular or paelftc means left by 
v.hiLli ilic corruptions and opprcllions of Go- 
'.ciiinicnt can be checked; the Community 
i!iin lies profiratc at the feet of AbfolutcPov/cr; 
aiiJ :l will not be long before Abfolute Power 
v.lll have manifellcd its tiger difpolitiou, and 
uj'.ourcd its prey. 

rjirealbnablc prejudice too may attack the 
:nolt ui’cfut Iriftitutioxis of a fubordinatc kind. 
It may demand the reformation of abufes where 
cxiil ; or it may attempt to aboliih what 
« to be only reformed. But here allb, the 
cMi. i\ felting Iroiii the abufe of free dirciifllon 
.trv evidently irlcordldcrablc, and far out-weighed 
i y rile fuperior advantagesof intellectual liberty. 
II. -.e*-, indeed, in all coiitroveriy, ibmewhat 
to our feelings; v/e arc apt to be iii- 
i.w.eiir ; we arc ape to be faftidious ; if the fdb- 
! ’fi in debate be trivial and unintcrelling, the 
JiV-unients of tlie clifputer arc thrown away, 
hii v.'l: itfelf fooa v^ruwn tireibine. If it 1^ 
»a ’inportant fubjcC!:, v/c have already perhaps 
'.‘•rmed our fentiments upon it ; we diflike the 
t’. n.Llc to review theiii, and complain that our 
•■-l»''rcand acquiefcer.ee in nrc-conco:vcd opinion 

hv*c 
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have been dlfturbecl: Men of mild and amhblc 
difpodtions arc apt to overlook the advant^iet;^ 
of difcuflion, and to lament the heats which uro 
often excited among difputants, and llicir fre, 
quent breaches of candour and charity ; wl i!c 
Men of miftaken humility exaggerate the \vc:ik. 
nefs and imperfection of human reafon, and bc- 
Avildercd in the mazes of controv^erfy, know i.f.t 
where to turn, or what opinion to adopt, but 
that dil’cuflion is to be flmnned as alike to their, 
fruitlcfs and iinfatisfaclory. But wc are not to 
rejc<^ profitable toil, bccaufe it is not always at- 
tended wdih pleafurc, for that woukl be (\- 
trcmcly iinreafonablc ; nor are wc, w itli n h- 
taken humility, to doom Iniman under llandir .; 
to rull in perpetual iiiadivity, for that would 
be a mifehievous and impracticable attempt to 
thwart the defigns of Providence, and flop tho 
improvement ot Mankind. Our intcllcclind r.i- 
cuUy, impcrfecL as it is, was given by Ooo t * 
Man, to be freely excrcil'ed, and to be alike M ’ 
means of happinefs to Imlividiials and to Cluin* 
munitics: to fupprefs or obftrucl: the free c^xra- 
li on of this inflrument of our felicity mull be 
a greater or a Icfi tlegrec difadvantageou^ } 
inuft have a tendency more or leh; direct tn per- 
petuate whatever is falfe in human opinifn^:. bp 
preventing confutation; and to couiecrate w'lai' 
ever is ufclcfs or pernicious in human InhitU’ 
tions, by teaching us to think of the Work^ o* 
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Mm, as wc ought to think of the Works of 
iUiv aionc, that whatever is— is right. 

It is true, that in the controverfics of fpecu- 
!..:ivc Men, and in the ftrugglcs of contending 
Panics, the general opinion is not unfrcqueAtly 
f ridiicous for fomc time ; bccaufe Mankind are 
llaiilc to be milled by the miftatement of fafls, 
ciiJ apt to accept eloquent declamation inftead 
ot I'olid and conclulivc reafoning. But it is un- 
qiiciuoRable, that what is true or beneficial may 
[.V more cafily proved to be what it really is, 
wliat is falfc or pernicious can be proved 
III be wliat it really is not. By this finglc cir- 
t umttance, a dcciiivc advantage in all polemical 
lira ^glci* is for ever fixed on the fide of tfuth 
an. I general utility; and hence, under a juft 
freedom of difeuflion, that Caufc which involves 
•liC siitercll of the Community will be ultimately 
( ic.efsiuL Soinetiincs the Adverfitry of that 
t '.lui'e may combat with a tranfi'ent fuperiority; 
be may poffefs unufual powers of rcalbning; 
be may cover his fallacies with uncommon art 
A'ld eloquence; but his triumph will be of fliort 
‘!.jration, and the mifehief i me will be of little 
tNtcni. Genius, equally vigorous, will foon 
•rile U) point out and corrcA his errors; equal 
I'Owcr* of eloquence and rcalbn will be exerted 
recommend the truth, but with a fucceft 
niorc extenfive and more laftiiig. — ^"fhe Ihiblic 
j'lind, having viewed the fubjeft on every fide, 
ing feen every fallacy dcteflcd, every folid 
C argument 
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argument unanlwerably maintained, will yidj 
at laft to full conviclion,; and the conlequciicc 
of the controverfy will be the advanccniciu or 
Human Knowledge, and the augmented happi- 
nefs of tlie Community. 

To what can we aferibe the gradual iiv.provc. 
ment of thefe civilized European Countries from 
a ftate of favage barbarifm, but to the efforts of 
Rcafonj of Rcafon often exerted againft the in- 
terefts of an injurious Government, in oppoli. 
tion to grofs and prevailing prejudice, and in 
defiance of the faiiguinary ffatutes of an ignorant 
and intolerant Age? How truly infignificant then 
are all the partial evils which have arifen from 
fre« examination and popular controiil, when 
compared with the mighty benefits which Iia\c 
been obtained by thefe means, under circuin- 
flances very difeouraging and very diladvan- 
tageous to the exertions of Reafe)n and Puhll.. 
Spirit ! And how greatly more might the cfo * 
dition of Mankind be yet improved, in entry 
art, in every virtue whidi can accommodate or 
adorn Human if juft reftraints on the am- 
bition of Goveniincnt were generally iinpofcd, 
if the free cxcrcifc of Rcafon v/crc pcrinittctl, 
and difgrace were annexed by the laws to crimes, 
alone. 

But of all human Eftablifliments, thofe which 
have been formed for the promotion of Religion 
arc perhaps the moft liable to great and danger- 
ous abufe. Rcfpccting thefe Inftitutions, rht 

freedom'. 



[ 3 > ] 

?r.-cd()m of fpeculativc Men ought leaft of all 
I,) be confined. From the reverence which is 
juftly paid to the facred doctrines of ReUgion, 
die Priefthood in all Countries have ufually ac- 
quired a great degree of influence over the Na- 
lional Mind ; and the Hiftory of Europe in the 
darker and lefs inquilitivc ages dhows, that this 
influence has been employed to aggrandize the 
iicerdntal order, to fupprefs free ' inquiry, to 
tiicourage fupcrftition, and to perpetuate, if 
that had been poflible, the credulity and blind 
luhm.fhon ot the People, by whom the Clergy 
had been unwdely elevated to c.vceffive wealth 
and grandeur. After the revival of letters in 
‘3^ Century, and the confequent difFudioii 
of ufcful knowledge, a confidcrable Reformation 
<h J'.ccefiaftical abufes was foon effbaed ; the 
uocirincs of Chriftianity were explained in a 
ni inncr more conibnant with common fenfe, and 
lie riches of the Clergy wcj-e reduced witlujj 
more moderate bounds in England, and in many 

b r Whether that Reforma- 

"mi ot the cflabliflaed Church in England was 
muej at firft as far as it ever ought to be car- 

i’.jbi,V ‘I'c forms of 

’)! * in our Church are uncxception- 

( vUv'l 

riots or H W the advancement of 

'lier th-. end^ ‘Community ; whe- 

f ‘me fnr may not now, or at 

ure period, be more completely of ' Sn. 
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ed, through the diligence of Minifters depend, 
ing on the voluntary contributions of their r-. 
fpedive Congregations, than under the Minihry 
of an equally learned but lefs active Clergy, tor 
whom the laws have provided an income indc. 
pendent of their Parifliioncrs; thefe are quchioi' > 
on which fpeculative Men fiiould be allowed to 
difler, and to give a negative to cacli, wiihoui 
reproach. For it is important to tlic Coiniiiu- 
nity, that on thefe fubjecls it fhould form a juli 
and well confidcred judgment, not an opini' a 
taken up without examination, on the audu.- 
rity of the Prieft, or the Magillratc; bccaiil'e ti;: \ 
may havx an intcred to fupport abufes, but tl.:. 
Community cannot. 

Thefe are at all times proper fubjccls of cid- 
cuflion ; and if in each cafe, the qiiclUon flioiiM 
be decided by unbiaffed Rcafon, the lionour ot 
Religion, and the welfare of the Public, would 
not be facrificed as they often have been to 
gratify the wilhes of the fuperior Clergy ; t'i- 
correflion of abufes, the more fuccefsful j)i (uno- 
tion of piety, julfice, and benevolence, wniil<.l 
then become the primary objeeds of attciitiou, 
and the cafe and accommodation of Minifters in 
the lloufe of Peers would be deemed fubortli* 
natc confiderations. 

But when the cxaminatio]! of fiich 
is prevented by the State, or which is nen ly 
equivalent, when dilfent is puniflied in the i n- 
gri^^ry mode of corporal feverities, or dn- 
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coura:?cJ by legal difgrace and the privation of 
fivil Rights, the natural confcquencc of this 
p')licy mull be a conllaut accumulation of abufes. 
Ill ihe Church, inftead of progreffivc improve- 
ment ; and the ftrong and increaCng difappro- 
birkiii of forious Men, inilcad of that general 
(iiniv)rmity which a more liberal policy would 
gradually produce. 

But it mil)' be objefted, that the j^rinciples of 
i.»lcr.ilion here laid down arc too extenfive to- 
be \aiid; that they hold out impunity to men 
fit .ill religions and of wswe; that to tolerate un- 
believers c)t every clafs is to encourage irrcli- 
gion ; and that tlsc confcquencc of fuch impro* 

\ iiK nt encouragement of irreligion, in any Com- 
i.nmity, mull bo the Hnal prevalence of Alhcifin^ 
the min of that fenfe of Religion by which 
ill.- fiiincs of M-inklnd arc chiefly rcflraincd and 
duir niiferies coiilbled. 'ihefe objeclion?, per- 
' ij' , h.i\c bctn (ufllcjcntly ubviitul by the gc- 
! i r.-l DbUTvati.')!!:; which havebeiMi.ilrc.uiy ilatcd* 
lir.ce ]nf>iis men, troin fuch invidious fug- 
>n% may loo read;!/ cnlcrla»n fearful ap- 
i'J' Is. iiJions ol the i \eiit, flioiild the principles 
unhir.Itcd toleration be adopted; it may not 
h-' improper lo recall to tJicir recollection ihcfe 
aied, l>i:t imporlaiU truths; that it is not 
'i'-viul to Ilk* forie, fir any fpccics of « orrupl in- 
bucr.o: lo pivnnotc the acceptance of rciigioua 
ts’uth ; that the prop.ig.iiion of Rclir^ion by any 
but thofe of arg’/;i;cnt and iMiior.'d con-* 

Vision, 



viction, is contrary to the whole tenor of the 
Gofpcl, and the pra^ice of our Divine Maflcr ; 
that, under the Pagan Governments, fcon after 
our Saviour’s appearance in the world, popul.ir 
fupcrftition and philofophic incredulity were 
equally fubdued by the power of reafon alone, 
and Chriftianity, poor, defpifed, and perfccuted, 
in a fliort time became the Religion of the civi. 
lifed World : while in Chriftian Countries and 
in a fub'fequent age, in which the Public Forms 
of Religion have not been improved up to the 
general ftandard of good fenfe, and in which thi' 
Clergy have become the objects of contempt oi 
envy, for their wealth and power, for their (ecu- 
larky, their difregard of profclllonal duly, and 
their apparent inutility to the. Public, no terrors, 
no leverilies of an inquifition, have been able to 
prevent the growth of irreligion. Penal feveri- 
lies may compel the unbeliever to fubinit to die 
Prick’s authority ; but averlion to a Religion, lo 
propagated, w'lll take a Hill deeper root in hi> 
heart ; tlie fpeebator of his fullcrings will f) mpa- 
thife with him, will be tempted to adopt Iii^ 
refentments, and join in his unbelief. On luch 
occafions it is a reflection wliich naturally occurs, 
that force, or fraud, or corruption, mult be un- 
ncceflary and improper fupports of a Religion 
founded on Divine Authority; and the Churcii 
fyflem, which cannot Hand without thofe prop^^, 
inufl: have been built upon a foundation orig> 
nally bad, or tlic fuperflruclure mufc be in •» 
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scrv infccurc and a very dlfgraccfal ftate of di- 
lipidation. Fr<nn this dilemma, the intolerant 
Churchman finds it impoiilble to cfcapc; but it 
tMTiiioi entangle the more confident Chrifiian, 
wli'i roi’i'ccds the Rights of Confciencc, and who, 
vjving on the Truth and l>ivinc Efiicacy of the 
thlfpcl, will not confent to diflionour his Reli- 
by employing fraud, or by accepting the 
aid oi either coinpulfion or corruption. 

In England, unbelievers arc certainly liable to 
penal I'tatutcs of great feverity; but the Spirit of 
the I imes is more lil^cral than the Letter of our 
Laws j the indulgence of Government, and the 
u)iKuirc‘ncc of the Public, have reduced to a 
iiatc (d dormancy many of thofc intolerant 11a- 
tutes v.'liich have not yet been repealed. Kven 
die Lefi Laws, which bear with lb much Iiard- 
ihip on Chrilliaa Difienters of every feed, are 
tounci in practice loldoin to exclude iVom Civil 
Oiiices, unbelievers of any denomination. It is 
iiuiorious, that many of the lupcrior llations of 
o aft and honour arc filled by perfons who reject 
Elriirdanlty, and who fcarccly admit a fingle ar- 
ot the Religion of Reafon. I cannot coni- 
ni^iui the laxity of their pracficc, who thus com- 
niuiveatc with a National Church., the moft im~ 
pi^rtant doctrines of which tliey wlu>lly difbe- 
nor can 1 praife the policy of a I.egilia- 
Hirc, which retains a 'relf caiily eluded by Men 
no Religion, and cfreclual only to exclude 
diofe confeientious Chrilfians who fcruple to 

concur 
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tonclir in fomc uneflential particulars, but crn 
brace the fubftantial part of the Public Religion, 
But while Men of capacity for Public Aliairs, 
arc to be found among the various tril)c:> ot 
unbelievers, it h an advantage to the Public, 
that their defeclivc Creed Ihould be no bar to 
their employment. In the prefent reign, Hunt-;, 
Gibbon, Smith, were appointed without fcruplc 
to rcfpcclablc polls in various departments or 
the State; their appointment v/as honourab’o 
to the liberality of our Government, and they 
ferved their Country with the appredration or 
every candid and equitable Chrillian. But veher. 
a Politician can unite in liimfelf the difcorilaot 
cliaraclers df Bigot and Unbeliever, M’hcii 1 c 
can fupport by force what he believes to he 
fal fc; v/licn ha can in fu it the Religion of hi. 
Country by nrofining its moll ficrcd ecrctr.o: y 
in the ad of Public C'clebration ; and yd i-o 
exceod the moft intolerant Churchman, in 
to preferve tlic liaturcs of pcrfocutiou unia* 
pealed ; if power Ihould be intrulled to lucli i 
IMan, it would excite an indignant dlfapprol-a- 
tion which no [)rofellional abilities could diiiu- 
nlui. Arul lliould he chance to fit upon one ot 
t!ic higlicil feats of IMagiRracy, it would onl> 
more neccliary, for the fake of injured Prccdc^n* 
and Religion, to brand him as an Opprcllor ot 
Tden much better than himfelf : He, a gloomy 
fcorncr of Chriilianily, who i'upports tlic tiun 
bliilicd f) (lern of fiipcrlHiion, as he deem’, if^ 
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V ;i!i all the terrors of penal feverity ; they, coh^ 
iJcntiouf Men, who, in foine uneflential articles^ 
vliiiL-nt from the Church, but who fincerely em-^ 
brace ihe fubftance of that Religion, which their 
i.ijurious Pcrfeculor wholly rqcfts. 

If then perfons, who diflent fundamentally 
lioin the Religion of the Public, ought not to 
luiier the pcrlecution either of corporal punifli- ' 
iDont or of legal difgrace, it is fureiy evident, 
*lut perfons who agree \\4th the Church in 
iU.uluneiitals, and differ only in feme uneffen* 
ti.;i lircumllances, ought, with ftill more rcafon, 
:t) he exempt from all difeouragements, either 
'greater or of lc& feverity. In England, for 
if the cjucflions fhould he debated, 
v.li.iher the Church docs not need Reforma- 
tiuii, in points which refpeft her difciplinc or 
ti.K'triiic, the dillributioii of her revenues, or 
poiiiical power of her Prelates ; why fliould 
Citi:ccn incur dilgrace, who reprobates Kc- 
^ I. Ii.tftical Sinecures or the tranllation of diffiops, 
.ni I tlieir coniequent fubjcction to the undue 
lu.laencc of the Court, more than he who rc- 
'-ir. lcil iinccures in the State, and attempted to 
the Cornifli Burgeffes, the Cinque Port 
llir.ias, from the Houfe of Commons? Or if 
- -ly one iliould hazard an opinion, that Piety 
'.lul every Chriftian Virtue might be more clfcc- 
Sv.ally taught by Miiiiftcrs, paid by voluntary 
|fintribution, than by a Body of Clergy, entitled 
law to tithes and other emoluments, why 
D ibould 
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fhould he not be allowed freely and witliou? 
reproach to fupport his fpeculations ; juil as 
another on a different fubje6t, of far inferior 
but ftill of great importance, might, witlmut 
offence, declare his opinion, that a {landing 
army for the defence of this iiland is unne- 
ceflary, and might be exchanged with advan- 
tage for a volunteer militia ? That the eftablifh^ 
jnent of a National Church, in any Country, is 
abfolutcly neceffary for the fupport of Religion, 
is a pofition which cannot be maintained with 
any colour of rcaibn, becaufe it is contradiclcd 
by indifputable fa^s in ancient and in modern 
times ; by the gradual propagation of Clirilri- 
anity for three centuries after the death of 
Chrift, without the aid of an eftabliihed Clergy, 
and by the fuccefs which now attends the la- 
bout's of the Diffenting Miniffers, wlto, like 
their Predeceffors in the primitive ages, devote 
themfelves to the fervice of Religion, without a 
profpeff of legal provilion. That fuch Inllitu- 
tions arc^ in their nature unlawful, is another 
pofition which is equally untenable ; bccauie 
the Jewifli Religion affords a dircdl precedent 
of a National Church eftablifhed, as every C.hr^ 
ftian muR admit, by Divine Authority, bccauie 
the formation of National Chriftian Churches 
not forbidden by the Gol'pel; and becaulc com- 
mon confent affords to National Churches, as it 
docs to thofe which are merely congregation d, 
a fimilar and a fui&cient fanction. But wh^u 

diflbntiou^ 
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^iflfentions have arifen, in any Country, refpeft-^ 
the Religion of the Public, and no affent of 
tiie People approaching nearly to general appro- 
bation can be fuppofed, there may then arife que- 
ftions of expediency, whether an attempt ought 
to be made to regain that general approbation 
which has been loft, by reforming the Inftitu- 
tioiis of the Church, or whether the Eftablifix-* 
ment itfclf ought not to be wholly laid afide, 
and the propagation of Religion to be intrufted 
to the zeal and afllduity of unendowed Teachers- 
On this fubjed I am free to acknowledge, that 
my Icntimcnts differ widely from thofe which 
have been imputed to Dr. Price. The cftablifti- 
nicnt of a Parochial Clergy, under the fuper- 
intend ince of Epifcopal (Officers, in the prefent 
very imperfed ftatc of knowledge and virtue 
in tlic World, appears to be of important ufc. 
In England, though many of the Clergy arc fuf- 
forc'd to hold a plurality of livings, to be even 
w holly non-rcfidcnt, and the litigious nature of 
the provifion, to which the law entitles them, 
otten renders thofe wlio do not defert their 
Parocliial Duty, incapable of doing the good 
which other wife might be expeded from them ; 
yor, under thefe manifeft difadvantages, our 
Pirocliial Clergy may juftly be praifed as a very 
h irncd and a very ufcful Body of Men; of 
yiiom many, perhaps a majority, arc exemplary 
h* the performance of their duty, and fuccefsful 
Jn promoting good morals and a ferious fenfe of 
ftciigion. Even in tlie moft remote and unfre- 
D ^ quented 
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quented parts of the Country, good order, de 
cency, and civility, are promoted, in a conlidcr* 
able degree, by their example and inilucncc, in 
the fmall diftriefs which are committed to their 
inftruction. And though grave and able Paftor:, 
of the DilTenting Congregations, arc fupporttd 
in a refpedlable manner by voluntary fripend.' in 
many of our rich and populous Towns; I know 
not any facts from whence it may be collcclcd, 
that the fmall and thinly peopled Pariflies in the 
Country would be generally fupplied with a kt 
of Minifters as learned and rational as the pre- 
fent, if the cftahlifliment of any Parochial Clcr^j;) 
were to be aboliflied* 

But though the opinion of Dr, Price, on this 
fubjoift, may have been crrf>neous, yet it 
the error of a hnccrc and generous mind.— 
Pious, benevolent, and cUfintcrcflcd, he mas 
have thought Mankind more generally inllu- 
enced by an adivc zeal for Religion, than ex- 
perience proves them to be : convinced ol the 
Divine Origin of the Gofpcl, and its eiri'.-acy 
fin.illy to overcome all oppofition, he may ha\c 
valued too lightly the bcnelits actually dcrisvd 
from our National Caergy, and the much greater 
advantages which under a Reformed K-Ubiila- 
ment woukl foon be the confcqucncc ol ihctr 
increafing zeal and ahiduity : armed with the 
contcinpl.ation of that Rate of perioaion, to 
which Mankind arc uniformly, though flown 
advancing, in which Piety will be found 

Rourith 
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flourifh without the aid of the Prlefl:, and Jufticc 
u'ill be fecurcly relied on without the interven- 
tion ot the Magiftratc, he may have been too 
ready to conclude that Ecclefiaftical Eftablilh- 
inonts, in every form, are ufclefs at prefent, and 
ouglu to be exchanged for the limple and origi- 
r.;J mode of Inftruction, by voluntary and unen- 
dowed Icachers. That wc are far diifant from 
t'iil Ihite of general knowledge and \drtuc, in 
which it would be expedient to adopt this 
idiciiie, is readily allowed. But lhall a Man, 
ot great and ufcful talents, of exemplary piety 
and virtue, be punilhed with infamy for fpecii- 
ktioiis like thefe, which, inftcad of being dero- 
gatory trom Religion, mamfcR the {irmch reli- 
•tii.c <>!i it.s Divine Authority; or forfeit his Ci- 
Rigliis for prematurely propofmg fehemes of 
In’iti iulion, which c.very good Man muft wlfii 
vi- were worthy to receive, and which it is the 
i 'iiu aim ol Law and Religion to lit us to adopt? 
1* then p( culiarities of opinion, which, in facf, 
’x cu altogether harmlefs, arc yet in a legal 
‘^“nii'acnition olVcnccs againil; tlic State lor vchich 
l)i . juftly punilhable ; what Man of 

’ thought can be deemed innocent, or in 
'• 'li: !)in :ii)jccl: ignorance, or a fcrvile compb- 
vcitti Public C)pini{)n, can fafety be found ? 
h tMicrance has a microfcopic eye, which can 
l^i'covcr (larger or criminality in any fpccida- 
(ui any lubjccf. In her view, whether the 
uf difquifition be theological or moral, 

whether 



C 42 1 

whether it relate to mctaphyfics or natural phi, 
lofophy, freedom of inquiry is always danger, 
ous, and novelty of fentiment is never free from 
guilt. On fuch reafons, the clifgrace of Price miy 
be approved ; and, on fimilar grounds, C'larkc 
and Hoadly, Newton and Locke, Churchmen, 
who were the ornaments of their profciTum ; 
Philofophers, wlio were the honour of their 
Country, might have been condemned as Men 
of dangerous fpeculation and difturbers of tl;c 
Ihiblic Peace. And thus the Zealots of Churcli 
Power, proceeding ftep by ftep from one dq^rco 
of intolerance to another more fcverc, miciu 
juftify, by parity of reafon, the imprifoniiui.: 
of Galileo at Rome, the legal murder of Serve- 
tus at Geneva, the burning of Protcftanls in 
London, and the malfacrc of the Hugonois in 
Paris. 

Such were the barbarities which difgraccd our 
Anceftors in a ferocious age. Under a (late 
milder manners, we fhudder at the mention (a 
them ; and the execution of a fingle DHlkient 
at Smithfield, would now excite general horror, 
and prove the ruin of our National Church. 
But though thefe cruel fpecfacles arc feen amono; 
us no more, our eager Churchmen niufc nor 
flatter themfclvcs that they have ccafed to 
intolerant. Toleration indeed has long been 
the maxim of our Civil Government ; in tlic 
prefent reign, the fevercr ftatutes of perfccu- 
tion hive been repealed, or their operation, 

with 
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few exceptions, has been fufpended ; an4 
it zealous Churchmen had teilificd no repug- 
nance to the repeal of the Tell Laws, it is pro- 
\\\bk that the condud of Government, on the 
Lite agitation of that quellion, might have been 
conformable vvith their general maxims, and 
the requetl of the Dilfenters might have been 

anted by Parliament. But furely little praife 
is due to the tolerant principles of thole Church-^ 
tv.en, who a])plaud indeed tlic repeal of tliofe 
fanguinary Itatutcs, which, from the incrcafcd 
Iniiiranity of the age, it was found impolliblc 
to execute, but who obllinatcly inlill on re- 
taining thole Icfs rigorous Penal Laws, whichj 
j^unilhing Opinion by difgrace and the for- 
teiturc of Civil Rights alone, may Hill be al- 
kwxd to operate to a great extent, with no 
imincdlatc liazard. 

1 o I.oiiis XIV. it feems to have been cxclu- 
livoly relervcd, in an enlightened age, lo join 
the extreme of reiincment, with that of intoler- 
ant fe verity. Ilis Capital was the rcliderice of 
Icience, arts, and learning *, his Court was the 
feat or fplcndour, elegance, and every voluptu- 
ous enjoyment ; but his Cabinet was the cell of 
an Inquiliior. Intoxicated with conqiicft and un- 
hmired power, this Defpot refolvcd to endure 
no Reli< ;ion in France but his own; he revoked 
die lidicl of Nantes; he font Dragoons into 
every Province to compel lus Proteftant Subjed^ 
^0 embrace his Religion, but diffatisfied with 

their 
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thdt/uccels, ,hc fcnt other Midlonaries in this 
unhalljOwed work of converfion^ to feduce and 
io/win them over by bribes. It is difficult to 
whether the conipullion employed on this 
pccaflon was tnorc odious and deteftablc, or 
the corruption was more bafe and dcrpicable. 
iBut it is too evident, that fo long as our Tdl 
Laws fhali remain unrepealed, the conducl: of 
our Government will bear a near refemblance 
to the praftice of this fuperftitious Tyrant in 
thefe pecuniary converfions. The mode is 
fbmcwliat different ; the principle and the ef- 
feft intended are the fame. 

Otir milder fyfteni of intolerance indeed dif- 
claims all corporal feverities, but it endeavours 
corruptly touipport the Religion of the State ; 
hy annexing honours and tlie emoluments of 
Civil Office, to tlie profeffion of Orthodost Belief. 
But this fpccies of undue influence is as impoli- 
tic and inefleclual for the end propofed, as it is 
unreafonable and contrary to the purity of the' 
Gofpel ; it difhonours the Public^ Religion, and 
yet it does not diminilh the number of Diffenters. 
On the contrary, the Differiters have long been 
a growing Body; and they are now increafing» 
perhaps, with greater rapidity than in any former 
period. There are aitiortg them Men of great 
learning and genius, who, to piety and unblc- 
piilhed morals, add an cagernefs of zeal againft 
the EflablifRed Church ; and undoubtedly the 
prcfe&t increafe^'^of non-conformity, in a con- 

fidcrabk 
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fulcrable meafure, may be imputed to their uh- 
V. earied exertions. But this is not a circum- 
ftance peculiar to the prefent age. The Dif- 
lonters have always had among them able and 
zealous Men, whofe high reputation gave credit 
to their cauie ; and whofe diligence and alS- 
duity gained Profelytes not merely among per^» 
funs of the inferior ftations, but in a greater 
proportion, perhaps, among ferious Men of li- 
bciul education, and of opulent or independent 
fortunes. This, therefore, cannot be deemed a 
cafual advantage which the Diflenters of this 
age polfels, nor can the gradual increafe of their 
ii umber, during the laft century, be accounted 
for by any accidental or precarious circum* 
ftances ; it muft have arifen from fome perma- 
nent and powerful caufe, which, under the 
prcil'ure of Penal Statutes, and againil the ef- 
torts of a numerous and learned Clergy, has 
operated with conftant and incrcaling fuccefs 
to I'epavatc wife and good Men from the Efta- 
Church. 

It is true, the adherents of the Church of 
1 ngland ftill form a large majority of the na- 
tion ; hut many nominal ChrilUans and Un- 
believers of various forts are claffed among 
diem ; and there are many fincerc Chriftiana 
'vho have cxprell'ed, but more, perhaps, who 
^‘U’e concealed their dilapprobation of the Forms 
of our Church, and their wifiaes for a farther 
^t‘roriTiation, and yet are not convinced that 
E they 
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they ought to join the Non-.Conformifts 

Tfeefe confiderations fcem clearly to prove, that 
a mitigated intolerance is ill calculated to pro- 
mote uniformity of Religion, that our Tcft 
Laws are unprofitably feverc, and that we ought 
to abandon them for their ineflicicncy, even if 
duty did not require us to renounce them as 
diflionourablc to the Gofpel, and oppreflivc 
our unoffending Fellow-Citizens. It is furely 
fufficient, that the inutility of this corrupt 
fyflcm of intolerance has been proved by the 
experience of a century ; it is time that more 
honourable meafurcs fliould be tried, that the 
maxims of impartial juffice and equity fliould 
more confiftently govern the conduft of the 
State. They arc the maxims on which the 
wealth and tranquillity of nations principally 
depend ; and, weighed againfl them, the inter- 
efts and wiflies of the fuperior Clergy ought 
to be deemed as duft in the balance. 

But the too cautious Churchman may here 
exclaim, that the adoption of thefe fpecious 
principles of univerfal toleration would not 
leffen, it wouM rather aggravate the evils cl 
controverfy and diffention ; that the Repeal cl 
the Teft Laws and the removal of every other 
penal reftraint, which operates as a fence to the 
Eftablifliment, would open to the Diffenters a 
profpeft of fuccefs, which would augment their 
number with increafing rapidity ; and flifl 
their number approached more nearly to that 
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of their opponents, thofe fierce animofities would 
be more inflamed, which it ought to be our en- 
deavour to cool and compofe. And it muft be 
acknowledged, that thefe apprehenfions would 
be by no means groundiefs, if, after having an- 
nulled every ftatute of intolerance, from which 
the Public Religion has hitherto received a dif- 
graceful fupport, the State fhould fufFer no Re- 
formation in the Difcipline, the Revenues, of 
the Public Forms of our Church, But if the . 
concefllon of perfect toleration muft ultimately 
(ondud us to an Ecclcfiaftical Reformation, 
why ikould that confequence imprefs the minds 
oi our Legiflatures with terror, or excite the 
oppofition of Statefmen, who arc friendly to 
fleii gion, and who feel the noble ambition to im- 
prove their Country. With the luperftition of 
Cider times, \vc have done well to abandon their 
1) Item of (anguinary perlccution: It was a fyftem 
oflcnlivc to humanity, oflcnlivc to the free fpirit . 
ot our Conftitution; and the tranquillity which 
If was calculated to produce was not the acqui- 
ciccnce of men convinced and fatisfied, it was 
the repofe of ignorance and blind credulity, 
“ic lubmiffion of flaves, afraid and often unable 
to think. If the State ftop at this point of in- 
complete toleration, willing to diftontinue cor- 
poral feverities in fupport of the Public Rcli- 
J^on, but determined to protect the abufes and 
t‘nperfccHons of the Church, by dirqualification 
Ofiicc, and the infliefiou of legal dif- 
E 2 grace j 



C 48 ] 

pace; in that cafe, a ftate of contention, fiin 

increafing in turbulence, feems unavoidable 

The depee of perfecution at prefent employed 
fufScient to provoke and exafperate, it is not 
fufiicient to intimidate and fupprefs the oppo- 
nents of the Church: By the rigour of a fterner 
intolerance the inconveniences and the advan^ 
tagcs of non-conformity might have been un- 
known in England, as they are in Spain and 
Italy ; free inquiry might have been ftiflcd, the 
national fyftem of Religion might have been efta- 
blifhedon unqueftioned authority; and apparent 
uniformity might have been obtained. On the 
other hand, by a complete reftoration of the 
rights of confcience, examination would be en- 
couraged, knowledge would become generally 
diflhfcd: AnusEand Superstition would vanilh 
before the increafing light, and mankind would 
' gradually attain the funmiit of moral dignity, 
and happinefs. But in the policy which wc 
, have adopted there is much injuftice to no end 
or purpolc ; we are intolerant, without obtain- 
ing uniformity, or fecisring the Public tran- 
quillity ; and we fuftain the mifehiefs of differ* 
tion and perpetual controverfy, v/ithout reaping 
any improvement from free examination. 

But let us for a moment fuppofe, if the fup- 
pofition will not be too alarming to the timoroui 
Churchman, that the Teft Laws have been re- 
pealed ; that every trace of intolerance has been 
expunged from our ftatute-book ; and that 

Coniiiuliio*’ 
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Comniiffion has been iflued by due authority to 
PrelatesandLayChurchmendiftinguifliedfortheir 
wifdom and the liberality of their fentiments, 
requiring them to review tlic whole fyftem of 
our religious inftitutions, and to prepare a plan 
for its amendment. Vifliat meafurcs of Reforma- 
(ion could in all probability be the refult of this 
appointment, which would not be truly benefi- 
ilil to the Community, and fuch as ought to be 
promoted, if there were not a iinglc Diflcnter in 
the Kingdom ? Is it a poflible confcqucnce of 
fuch commiflion that the Liturgy would be dif- 
continued, and the unpremeditated prayer of the 
DiUenters would be adopted in its ftcad ? Or that 
the Liturgy might be continued, anil in fome 
parts might remain unaltered; but in many 
places, by the intermixture of fcntlmciits as diU 
putable as thofe which would he expunged, 
would be rendered unacceptable to the great 
niajority of Churchmen ? — Judging from the 
writings of Clarke and Koadly, Jones and Jortin* 
hlackburnc and Law, or froiu the knowntemper 
and writings of thofe eminent Churchmen of 
diis age, who probably would compofc a part of 
Commiflioners, and whofe fentiinents would 
undoubtedly have great weight v/Itli their Lay 
f'ollcagues, we may fafely pronounce that no 
Lich confcqucnce would be pofiibler It is the 
t. ntinient of every liberal Churchman, and it has 
been often exprefiTcd, that the ufc of a Liturgy 
to be continued, and that our prefent Li- 
turgy, 
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turgy, in the -main part of it, ought to remain 
unaltered ; but it is their clear convidion alio, 
that the language of difpute fhould never be 
heard in our addreffes to the Almighty, and 
therefore our Forms of Public Worfliip ought to 
be rendered as nearly as they can be conformable 
to the practice and phrafeology of Scripture ; 
fomc repetitions, too, they conceive, niight be 
firuck out of the Liturgy ; fome improvements 
might be introduced in its arrangement ; and 
fome verbal and grammatical changes might alio 
be made with obvious advantage. Thcfc are al- 
terations which, to be approved, feem to need 
only to be Hated : but rational and worthy men 
there may be, who, from excefs of caution, and 
unperceived prejudices of various forts, may not 
be willing to fubjeff our Public Forms of Wor- 
lliip to that revifal and correction which to many 
appear indifpenfably necelfary ; but they will not 
be found in concert with Enthufiafts, and the 
more fagacious Hypocrites of Church Power, 
contending that the Liturgy is too perfect to 
admit improvement, or denying that the changes 
fuggelled would render that venerable com por- 
tion .more free from juft objections, more con- 
ducive to rational piety, and more effectual to 
fatisfy and unite to the National Church, the 
generality of ferious Chriftians. 

Can it be apprehended that fubfeription to tlU' 
prefent Articles of Reli^on would be dilcon- 
tiaued, only tliat a new lyftem of Articles as ex- 
ceptionable, 
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ccpiionablc, as liable to difpute, might be ob- 
truded in their room ? The apprchcnfion is lo- 
tally groundlcfs; all the moft diftinguiflied 
friends of Ecclcfiaftical Reformation have uni- 
formly difclaimcd and combated the delign. — 
I Jicy well know^ that to fubftitute new unferip- 
tiirai articles for the old would be to change the 
lubjccls of difputc, or to vary their po£tion, but 
imt lo IclTcn the violence of difputation, or to 
tijiifuk the honour of our Religion. They have 
generally declared their opinion that fubfirriptioii 
to any fyflcm of human articles is improper ; 
but If that form or practice were difpenied with, 
they could be well content, 1 am perfuaded, that 
the Tliirty-ninc Articles fiiould remain in the 
lV:()k of C.'ominoQ Prayer as a monument of the 
theological opinions adopted by the Anglican 
('hurch in forzner ages, and a flandard from 
uiiiji it has not thouglit fit to deviate in the 
prcl'ci.t. 

Can it be ferioufly thought, that the mea- 
•Mr:s of the Commiflion, here fuppofed, would 
•nul to unnerve and relax the difciplinc of the 
1 iiurch ? or to impair the dignity of the Biihops, 
‘ y ill any degree to leiTen the general income of 
*lic C.hurch ? The apprchcnfion of fuch confe- 
M-encci is too improbable; it is plainly an ima- 
5;inary fear. — ^With rcfpcfl: to difciplinc, the 
t reverie of relaxation would be the certain 
• of a farther .Reformation of our Church. 

’ ’fc arc perhaps no abufes which have been 

carried 
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tartied to fo great excefs, in the Church of 
England, none which have had fo fatal influ. 
cnce on the morals and piety of the People, or 
which have excited fuch juft and general com- 
plaints, as the Non-Refidence of the Clergy, and 
their frequent poffefiion of a plurality of Livings. 
Whenever our Ecclcfiaftical fyftcm lhall under- 
go a ferrous review, thofe abufes will undoubt- 
cdly receive due corredion : and if the Bifhopi 
poffefs not fufficient authority to compel the 
habitual refidence of the Parochial Clergy, and to 
prevent any plurality of Livings, as the law now 
flands; fuch authority ought to be given to 
them, and the moft effedual means ought to be 
provided, for fecuring the due execution of any 
new law which might be paffed, to prevent fuch 
enormous abufes in future. 

With rcfpect to the dignity of the Bifliop^^ and 
the general Revenues of the Church, the fenti* 
ments of a Patriotic Bifliop have been explained 
with his ufual enei*gy and intrepidity ; and ap- 
parently, with the general approbation of thol'c 
Churchmen, who deem a Reformation of tlie 
Church expedient. If the advice of this diftin- 
guilhed Prelate were taken upon this fubjed, b 
probable that he would recommend a diminutioa 
of the authority of the Biihops over the Paro- 
chial Clergy ; or propofe their degradation front 
their feats in Parliament ? Nothing like cither of 
thefe meafures can be fuppofed •, the worthy 
Prelate certainly has no fuch deiign ; his advice 
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has already been offered to theEpifcopal Bench^ 
2 nd had it been accepted by his Right Reverend 
Brethren, perhaps the true interefts of the 
Church of England would have been better coni 
fulted. For it cannot be diffembled, that a ge- 
neral fufpicion at prefent prevails, that our 
Spiritual Lords are frequently and unduly ini. 
fiuenced in their Parliamentary conduA by the 
liope of tranflation. It is evident therefore that 
a prohibition of the future tranflation of Bilhops,^ 
and as the Epifcopal Sees become vacant a gr^-r 
dud} equalization of their revenues, would tend 
to re-eftablifli the dignity and proper influence 
of the Epifcopal charadcr. 

And it from funds which are neither dii&cult 
to be pointed out, nor improper to be thus em- 
ployed, means were adopted to augment thc; 
fmail bcneficies of our Church, to fuch extent^ 
that each benefice would be a decent provifion^ 
for the maintenance of a redden t Clergyman ; 
who could then complain of a ftrift execution 
the laws againft Non-Rclidence, or who could^; 
that fuch a diftribution of the Chufc^ 
Revenues, as that here alluded to, would noC 
tend to the advancement of Religion, and tbc> 
of the Parochial Clergy ?^ > 

V 1 r of complaint refpeft&ig ow 

^fiaftical Inftitutions; viz. that of Tithes^ ^ 
^11 be briefly noticed. This mode of provid-" 
metJ Parochial CJcrgj^ is eftea 

«d with great .Tendon to thofe who re- j 
F ccire 
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and to ikxAc who pay thofe dues, and it 
tends to obftrud and defeat the en- 
deaveurs of the Parochial Clergy to be ufeftil in 
their refpcftive ftations. Whenever our Church 
Syftem, therefore, fliall undergo a revifion, it is 
not improbaUe that this inconvenient kind of 
for the Clergy will be changed for 
another that is more unexceptionable. And if 
a valuation of the Tithes, payable to the Clergy 
throughout England, were made under due au- 
thority, on an average of their value for the 
tfepee laft years, and the average price of w’.jat 
for the fame term were fettled in a fimilar man- 
ncr» it appears that a full and proper equivalent 
for the Tithes to be aboliflied might be obtained 
for each incumbent, in the ihape of Corn-Rents, 
payable out of thofe lands which are now charg- 
ed with the payment of Tithes ; the Corn-Rents 
to he levied as the Poor’s Rates are collected, 
hut by a feparate affeilinent ; and the quarterly 
payment oLthefe rents in four equal fums to be 
OOforcedL in the £uRe fummary manner. By 
fiieb regulations a provifion for the fupport of 
the Parodusd Clergy would be eilablilhed, which 
i^uld be 9 <^uate, permanent^ and not liable to 
fink pr life with every fiufhiation in the price of 
IHPUey 2 and thua the ftrtfe and litigation wki<^ 
tpo» frequently, adfe between Pallors and 
ParifiiUi^rs, refpe^Bng thdr prefent dues, 
W^ldd be totridyextir^f filed ; they would 
tp confider .^ich^other ^ fidends, whofe interen 
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was alv^ays the fame j mutual good-will aucl hari»‘ 
wony would fubfift between them with fewet- 
interruptions; and the great bufinefs of Rdigioftr 
would be more fuccefsfully advanced. In a 
litical view* the benefits of the change^/ 
ing to promote a more ikilful and eattenfive Qtil- 
tivation of the ground and an increafe of i^opuf^ 
lation, are too apparent to need any illuftrati6n> 
A Reformation of our Church, effeft'ed- om 
tlicfc principles of moderation and mutual for^ 
bcarance, would neither condemn any man% 
tenets nor impofe them on others, it vrould noC 
alter the ftandard of our Religious Opinions^ 
nor vary the general tenor of Public Worlhip^it 
would not tend to unhingfc tfaeConftitutionj 
weakening tl>e juft authority of the Ariftocracy;^ 
it w'ould have a different confeqUence ; by pti<^ 
rifying the hierarchical part of it, and removing 
thofe fufpicions of Undue influence which how^ 
diferedit the Epifcopal Bettch; it would tend ta 
fortify the Conftitution, and add frefli reputa»» 
tion to the Houfe of Lords. It Would not nSedi 
tbe property of any Churchman now pof&ffing 
l^neficcs; it would eftablHh' the propofed altera« 
^ions in the diftribution of the Rcveiiucs of tte 
Church gradually^ and as vacancies* might be 
opened by death o’t promOtiom And having 
fixed for the Rarifb Clergy a mode of provifioiay 
^hich would be adequate^, permanent, and free 
from that frequent Utigationto whkh their pfc- 
feut property i$<fubjeft : and having aUb fecuied 
F 2 , their 
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^tfacir habitual rcfidence in their refpc^ive pa. 
riflies ; it would at once promote the comfort of 
^the Clergy and their People ; and at the fame 
titne advance the interefts of Religion and the 
j^litical welfare of the State. 

‘ That an Ecclefiaftical Reformation, conduced 
on tliefe principles, and to this extent, would 
£ttisfy all who are now diffatisficd within the 
Church and without it, I am far from meaning 
to affert — for no poffible meafure of human 
power and wifdom could produce that miracu- 
lous efieft ; but it would fatisfy many wife 
and confeientious Churchmen ; it would re- 
concile many rational and moderate Diffenters; 
it would tend greatly to prevent the future 
defe^ion of Good Men from the National 
Church ; and if fome Able Men fliould ftill 
continue to think their mode of inftruchon 
by Unendowed Teachers of Religion, not only 
.preferable to the Public Syftem, but alone un- 
exceptionably proper, and fit in thefe times to 
' be adopted, Hill I am perfuaded they would re- 
joice to behold the Caufe of Religion promoted 
more fucccfsfully by the National Clergy, under 
thefe regulations of the Church, although tl^ 
diligence and fuccefs of the Clergy might poffi* 
bly for a time reduce their notion of the 
^propriety of any Public Eftablilhments of 
,gion to an unconfequcntial Angularity of opini^* 
, It will be objeded, undoubtedly, that INNO- 
VATIONS arc dangerous, for this has bcco 

perpetw 
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perpetual obftaclc to every improvement ; and 
if the objeiflion had not been very frequently 
over-ruled. Mankind, inftead of enjoying the 
comforts of civilized life, and attaining the 
dignity of rational and religious Agents, muft 
have continued ilill in their favage ftate, wan- 
dering among the woods as wild as the beafis 
with whom they were furrounded. The al- 
leged danger of Innovation, therefore, when j 
deftitute of any apparent probability from the 
circumftances of the change propofed, can only 
be deemed the vague furniife of an imaginary 
fear, the contempt of wife men, and the bug- 
bear of fools alone. 

But it will be obferved, that Innovations in 
matters appertaining to Religion are always at- 
tended with peculiar danger ; and that, in taft, 
lew inftanccs have occurred of a confiderable 
change effefted in the Religion of any Country, 
without producing Commotion, and even Re- 
solution in the State. If this is a valid objec- 
twn to any improvement in our Religious Infti- 
tutions at prefent, it was a valid objeaion in 
the days of Luther, and in the earlier ages of 
hriftianity. Many pcrfccutions and many ca- 
atnitous yiciffitudes of fortune were endured 
y the Primitive Chriftians, for three centuries 
e ore their Religion became the Eftablifhcd 
att of the Roman Empire ; and in modern 
»mcs, the Reformation of the Abufes of the 

tzrch oLRome convulled aR Europe for ages. 

But 
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But, each of thefe Innovations,, fa highly bcnc. 
jBcial to Mankind, .wa3 fatal to the ancient Rdi* 
^pn of thofe refpedive ages. Long-eftablilhed 
piradlces were condemned, deep-rooted preju- 
dices were reprobated by the firft Preachers of 
the Gofpel, and their fucceflbrs, the Minifters 
of Proteftantifm. After a long and violent 
ftruggle, Paganifin firft, and Popery afterwards, 
■were vanquifhed by the Religion of the Bible; 
and the fuccefsful Innovators, in each inllance, 
took pofleflion of thofe Temples from which, 
by the force of reafon and argument, they had 
driven their AHvcrfarics. 

But no fimilar events are now to be appre- 
hended from the propofed Reformation of the 
Church of England. The improvements fug- 
gefted, as they would be beyond coxnparifon 
Icfe beneficial than the two great Innovations 
jufl; mentioned, fo they would be lefs hoflile to 
the ancient fyftem wliich they are calculated not 
to defiroy but to reform. The changes are pro- 
pofcd not by the AdverJ^ies of the Church, but 
by CHurchinenj jealous of her honour, and 
anxious for her welfare ; and if acceded to, they 
would be not the humiliating terms impofed by 
a vidorious foe, but and feafonable con* 

cefilons, adopted at thu recommendation d 
friends, for the fake of gjcneral conciliation.-* 
Xhc propofitiona contain nothing harfh, pr cx- 
clufivc ; nothing injurious to the prefen t Clerg>» 
or tending to alter the l^orm of (joverrunent 
^ ^ cither 
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cither in Chorcli or State : If there is eaftdoiif, 
equity, or prudence, in the great Body of out 
Churchmen, a Reformation thus adopted, t^ 
heal divifions, and to comprehend and unitt 
in one Society, Chriftians of various uneffenti^l 
opinions, could produce nothing like Commo* 
tion or Revolution ; in a political view it would 
be a harmlefs, paciiic, and even an advantage- 
ous change ; and its confequcnces refpeding 
Morals and Religion would be truly falutary to 
the Community. 

On this brief conlideration of the firft part of 
my fubjed, it feems evident that no peculiarity 
of Religious Opinion which Dr. Price had, or 
could have adopted, ought to have excluded 
him from the Common Rights of Citizens, or 
iubjecled liim to any legal reproach ; and that . 
from the repeal of thofe ftatutes, under which 
fuch worthy Men have long endured unmerited 
difgrace, no confequcncc with any appearance 
of probability can be expeded to refult, which 
would not be conducive to piety and virtue, 
and alike beneficial to the State and to the 
National Church. Let us proceed to confidcr 
his political hcrifics, as by fomc they arc 
thought ; and to inquire whether in this view 
nf his charafter, he were not equally' capable of 
rj^culpation, and ought not to Have received 
the fame compete abfolution. 

It IS true, that Dr. Price did not fcruple tn 
his opinion, that the Gbnfiitution of 

England 
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Etigl^nd h deformed by many abufes ; that the 
People are mocked with a mere fhadow of Re. 
^^fentation ; that the Houfe of Commons is 
&nk in the grofleft corruption. He was among 
the foremoft to convey thefe fentiments to the 
Public, in warm and indignant language ; and 
his ftrenuous zeal contributed greatly to animate 
the-Popular Meetings, and encourage their refo* 
lution to attempt the Reformation of Parlia- 
ment. If thefe were errors of a pernicious ten- 
dency, and proofs of a feditious turbulence of 
difpofition, fome of the beft and wifeft Men of 
this Country, as they have ufually been cfteeni- 
ed, have fallen into the fame errors, and have 
manifefted a limilar difpofitbn. Of the diftin* 
guiihed fenators alluded to, the name of one 
only £hall be produced ; but that a name which 
the uccufer of Price once highly refpefted. If 
his fentiments of Sir George Savile have been 
changed, the impartial public has not ceafed to 
revere him as a patriot of more unfullied honour 
than any other perhaps in the annals of England* 
-T»"It was his aim, indifputably, *not to deftrof 
the Conflitution, but to remove its abufes, to 
correft its imperfections, and thus to augment 
the luippineis of milUons who live under its 
proteAion« ■ Will candemr then, or*iwill 
permit us to foppofe, that Price »did not ad 
with the fame benevolent view? 
jiments and condu^# which . are: 
laudable, in Savile, 

minst 
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minal when adopted by Price R«fpe£Kng tllfe 
corruption of Parliament, and the decayed ftati* 
of our Conftitution, their opinions, their Ito- 
guage, and their conduct were fimilar. With 
the reputation of Price, as a Political Refonhefj 
that of Savile is intimately ebnnefted. CaltiirHfty 
may wiih to feparate the Philofopher, whom 
hates, from the Patriot whom Ihc would feat 
dircclly to attack. But (he cannot difunite thefe 
excellent Citizens, and prefent^them in a differ*- 
ent point of view ; £he is unable to felecl 
objccl of her malice, and fhoot bet envenomed 
arrow at him, without hazard to the other ^ 
the lhaft which wounds the reputation of Price;, 
muft injure the fame of Savile ; and when out 
incomparable Patriot receives the praife which 
his Benevolence and Public Spirit juftly deferve; 
Price mull be intitled to lliare the commendait* 
tion with him. 

But I lhall not content myfelf with having 
Iheltcred the Political condu<ff of Dr. Price, 
under the example of Sir George Savile ; his 
exertions to promote the Reftoration of out 
Conftitution, may be defended in a way that 
is more becoming the dignity of his much in'^ 
jured character. Let it be conlidered theti, that 
o'tn do not attempt to correct and improve 
what they wifhr to deftroy; that a ftrong difr 
approbation of a body of National Reptefenta- 
wes returned by the Httle, v^nat, and cnflaved 
and the corrupt and^ Rate 

G of 



C 6^ 

l^rliament; which is the neceffary confequence, 
may wdl canlift with a decided approbation o£ 
general frame of our Government j that he 
proves hb attachment to the Conftitution,^ 
Stot who defends with blind or felfifli zeal tvery 
defed which time, or fraud, or mifguided au- 
thority may have introduced ; but he who 
wifhes to preferye the ancient foundations un- 
touched, and the general plan unaltered; yet 
endeavours to remove the blemiihes which dif- 
grace the venerable ftrudurc ; to repair what 
age has injured, to fupply what experience has 
proved to be deficient; and to compel the fubtlc 
thief, or more audacious robber, to reftore what 
each may have purloined or plundered ; that the 
llrength and beauty of the Fabric may thus be 
completed. And when this is done, or attempt- 
ed in a regular way,-by means unexccptionably 
legal, it is not on luch ground, that the charge 
of diiloyalty or fedition can be fupported. 

But Dr. Price admired theConftitution of the 
American Republic, and exulted at the fuccefs 
of the French Revolution ; and from thefead- 
loiued fafts it was inferred, and prefled with 
utmoft oratorial vehemence, that he was 

partial to the Governments of France and 
Ari|^rida,iidiathe Svas hoflilc to the Conftit^" 
dfiEn^afid, that he aimed at the mtrodu^onn 
> in this Country, that was,^ ted 

IHOHy at tad Gitizen, and a dangerous 
a^j^ly merited' the joint punifluncttlwp^ 
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vate ccnfure and that legal difgrace which the 
’ laws already had inflided upon him. 

Such was the thin difguife alTumed by fpiri» 
tual pcffecution ; fuch the poor pretence thrown 
over the real wife of the Enemies of Liberty to 
introduce or extend a fyllem of political intolar«- 
ance, which happily is at prefent little, if at all^ 
known among us. But furely it is an artifice 
unworthy that plain fincerity which beft be- 
comes the Legiflature of a great Country to efta- 
blifli, or preferve a Religious Teft, not with a 
view to reprefs any particular fed or dodrinc of 
Religion, but indiredly to difeourage fome of- 
fcnfive peculiarity of political opinion. The 
rule from which a Legiflature feould never de- 
part, is to adopt no purpofe which is unfit to be 
avowed, and having adopted fit purpofesj to 
purfuc them by plain and dired methods. To 
i’upport the Sacramental Teft, becaufe it is con- 
ceived to be a convenient inftrument to prevent 
the growth of Republican Principles, is to au- 
thorife Intolerance in the Church, that the Civil 
Government may be enabled^ at the fame time, 
to pradicc indiredly that political Intolerance 
which the law does not diredly admit ; it is to 
cltablifh a profanation of a Holy Rite of Reli- 
gion, oftenfibly to give the National Religion 
an unwarrantable fupport, but, in fad, to dif- 
.political fpeculation, and to maintain 
^cCimftitutiTO by means which it dilclaims, 
ctoning^ indired and injurious methods, 
O 2 by 
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by the opprefllon of real innocence, and the 
puniflinient of a fafMtious offence, whidi the 
l^giflature has not thought fit fpecifically, and 
mth due precifion, to define. 

It has been already proved, that no limitation 
on the exercife of our rational faculties can be 
beneficial to mankind ; that political fpeculation 
as well as religious difquifition ought to be per- 
feftly unreftrained ; that free examination alone 
can check the growth of abufes, either in ihoi'c 
Inftitutions which are of the higheft importance, 
or in thofe which are of a fubordinate rank, and 
that alone can fecurc to Society the progreffivc 
improvement in all its eftablifliments of which 
it is capable, from the increafing exertions ot 
induflry, the more general diffufion of property, 
and the gradual advancement of the human chs- 
rader, in knowledge, in civility, in the love ot 
order, juftice, and rational liberty. Fortunately 
for this Country, the State has been Icfs jealous 
than the Church j and, though reftraints have 
been unjuftly impofed on religious dif<tuiliiion, 
the right of political fpeculation remains in a 
great meafure unabridged. In this refped, the 
Teft LaNvs operate only incidentally, and as it 
w^ere by chance ; and the laws enacl;ed to fup- 
port the exdufion of the Stuart Family from the 
Ihronc of England, can produce their 
only on thofe Men who, with Mr. Burke, deny 
the power of Parliament as the ^g^ts 
{Ration, to reflate, or in any manner m 
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the fucceflion to the Throne. But queftions 
have arifcn, whether the Houfe of Commons is 
a fair Reprefentative of the People ; whether 
the Houfe of Peers might not better anfwer the 
purpofe of its Inllitution, if no tranflatipn of 
Bifhops were allowed ; whether the iiiflucnoe 
of the Crown is not too great, even after, all Um? 
reduftions which it has undergone fincc th« 
clofe of Lord North^s Admini ft ration. On thefe 
fubjccls, I apprehend that there is no exifling 
law according to which in its plain and direct 
meaning the moft eccentric opinion can be pu- 
nidicd, 

Thefo arc fubjefts on %vhich difeuffion is un- 
clcritood to be free, and fomc of the wifeft Mcfii 
this Country ever produced, in all tbefc rqfpefts, 
have pronounced oar Confuiution faulty. That 
in them all it is faulty, in I’orne degree, is pcr.i 
haps indifput able ; but to what extent of danger 
theft abufes cxpolc the Community, ©pinions 
ntay vary : whether the Conftitution ought to 
undergo a more or a lefs extenhvc Reforma- 
tion, whether it ought, with all its imperfec- 
tions, to be fupported and to remain wholly 
t^clornied, or the political ftruclurc is too far 
decayed to admit repair, and ought to be taken 
own and modelled anew; thefe are quefiions 

^ to the difcrction of 

Diiquifitor ; rafpefting them no line has 
plainly drawn by the laws, beyond wJtkb 
political criticifm fliall not be allowed to pafs, 

lior* 
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nor lias any clear criterion been fixed, by which 
the zeal of Public Spirit may be diflinguilhed, 
in a legal view, from the temerity of rafti Inno. 
vation. It would indeed be difficult, if not im. 
poffible, by any previous definition, to afeertain 
the limits within which fpeculation on conftitu. 
tional fubjefts ought to be confined ; the re* 
ftriclion would be alike contradictory to the 
principles of the Conftitution, and incompatible 
with the interefts of the Community. 

Political Bigots, however, and Impoftors in 
the State, like thofe in the Church, may wifli to 
fupprefs this freedom of difiiuifition ; and to ob- 
tain a new, or a more extcnfive code of political 
perfccution. But the temper of the times is 
adverfc to every fpccies of Intolerance; and 
ariftocratical Men muft defpair to effeci: that ex. 
tenlion in any direflion. And yet, as opportu- 
nity offers, they feem not unwilling to hazard 
the moft unufual ftretches of Parliamentary 
Power, to punifli the expreffion of bold but un- 
deniable truths. When a Petition was prefented, 
in the iaft Seflion, to the Houfe of Commons, 
complaining of great abufes in the late 
for Wcliminfter, almoft in the very terms ufed 
by Sir George Savilc, on the general fubjeft 
our Fain or Markeity in his Adffirc6^ 

his ‘Conffituents^ the unwelcome truths gratw 
on the ear of Parliament, and Jiardly corfd w 
rage of feme hot Men be kept within aaiy^bourfdi 
of prudence by the two wifeft 
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Affeinbly. But for their judicious interpofitioti^ 
a few truths ftrongly exprefled, and fomewhat 
too bluntly addreffed to Parliament, by the 
hally refentment of fome intemperate Men, 
Kiigiit have been produftive of the moft pernio 
clous confequcnccs. 

But a foreigner, by his repeated attacks upon 
our Conftitution, has given more ferious Occa^ 
lion to Government, to exercife their difpohdon 
to forbearance. I truft they have refolved to 
pafs by the i\uthor of the book alluded to with- 
out any legal animadverfion ; for in fuch cafes, 
legal animadverfion muft be unfafe, or it muft 
be unnecefl'ary. 

If the Rights of Man had been a book feebly 
'Miuen, it would be folly, for it is needlefs to 
mrift on any ftronger objeftion, to drag the Au- 
tiior and his impotent malice juto general notice 
by profecution. But it is a book ably and forci- 
bly written, though neither with candour nor 
'Mtdom. In that piece, Mr. Paine attempts to 
oi^preciate the Conftitution, or as he chufes to 
it the Government of England, by painting 
Its inconveniences and defects in the ftrongeft 
tOiours, while its prefent advantages, and the 
ability of its receiving, in a iafe and tegular 
future improvetneots, are 
thrown out of fight: He fupports the 
RepubJifianifm with an cnthnfiaftic 
<01.5* '*^**7 *** jtnpofing confidence,, aird with rea- 
ofteii /picious, and always daring ; fome 

truths 
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truths are intcrfperfed among many fallacies 
and mifreprefcntations ; and a vein of coarfc 
But firongly farcaftic wit runs through and 
clutnfily enlivens the wliole. His counfcl, to 
break up and deftroy the noble fabric of our 
Conftitution, and rebuild a new political edifice 
the plans of America, feems fo be conveyed 
ill the mdft dangerous fliape, and far more likely 
to make an impreflion on thofe to whom it is 
chiefly addrellbd, than if it had been delivered 
in a more clailical compofition, in which more 
attention had been employed to avoid the groff- 
nefs of indecxjnt language, and more foHcitude 
difplayed to ftiun whatever might tend to ex- 
cite the loweft clafl'es of the People to ads of 
Violence and injuftice. But mifehievous as the 
efre(d‘s of that book may be, they cannot be ftopt 
by profecutibn ; the attempt would only 
¥ate the danger. If no law has been provided 
by the Legiflature for the dired: and imtnedi.itc 
purfiofe of proteding by penal fanclions, the ge- 
neral principles of oiir Conliitutioh ; no attempt, 
by any forced conftruclions of law to punifh the 
Adverfary of our Conftitution, can be with rca- 

foA apprehended from the virtue and wifdom or 

thofe Men who compofc a majority of the Ca- 
But if any petial ftatute actually 
eftllb'aitCording to the direct meaning of 
fSoflgli hitherto itiifunderftood, hrs virulent ^ 
the frame of our Gbvefh^ent, can 
cbhfiddred*as crimes, Jflid th^ Gaxdlfe ^ 
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be Aibjecled to punifliment^ it appears that fuclir- 
a law \vould be much more fit to be repealed than - 
to be executed. For the right of intelle^hial . 
frccdoin ought not to be violated, to prevent . 
any occaiional inconvenience from the abufivc 
exercife of that right ; the violation is^ always^. 
o<iiou3, and in the prefent inftance would be . 
very impolitic— Intolerance in the State, like 
periecution in the Church, would diihonour 
aiul weaken what it was defigned to fupport.— 
ihe People cannot be compelled to love the 
C-onflitution ; that affeclion mufi be voluntary, 
or it will not be felt ; and it can only be gene* 
rally felt, where happinefs is generally and fe- 
curely enjoyed. During the miferics of the. 
American War no fymptom of difaffedion to 
the Conflitution appeared ; and the bulk of the 
bnglifh Nation remains ftiU ftrongly attached to 
1 he Profelytes to Republican notions are few 
at prefent, and inconfidcrable : they probably, 
vou d be increafed in number by profecution y. 
hut by impunity a wife forbearance, will effeau* 
‘^ly prevent any eventual danger from their fpe- 
culations, provided the condition of the People 

the farther diminu- 
of their burthens, and their wiflics be grati- 
the correftion of thofe abufe in , 

alone thp* attd by thefe means 

"" great Republican, 
ty lathM Ckmntty rauy, be prevented j and, 

thofe 
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thofe feeds of diflention, which have been fo 
widely diffeminated, may be trampled under 
foot with contempt and abhorrence, by a con- 
tented and happy People. 

To the moll fincere Friends of Public Free- 
dom in this Country, the counfel of Mr. Paine 
appears ill-timed, impradlicable, undefirablc for 
England, and more likely to retard than to ac- 
celerate the recovery of our juft rights ; and the 
inoft judicious Supporters of French Liberty 
deem his advice not lefs unfeafonable for France, 
where it is fitted to obftrucl the fettlement (f 
the Country and to prevent the fecurc enjoy- 
ment of Liberty, under that free Conftitution 
which the National Affembly, with fo much 
difficulty and hazard, and by fuch uncommon 
exertions of public fpirit and political wifdom, 
had achieved for the French nation. 

If, therefore. Dr. Price had concurred with 
Mr. Paine, in his wild projcfl for the univerld 
eftablifhment of Republican Forms of Govern- 
ment; if he had afferted with him, that the 
Englifli Nation has NO CONSTITUTION, and 
had propofed an attempt not to reflore but to 
fubvert what we call our Conftitution, that, af- 
ter the example of America, a NEW Republic 
ihight be built on the ruins of our ancient 
Form of Government : I mull frankly own hh 
charafter would have been undefended, and hr* 
memory unhonoured by me. I fliould not have 
queftioned hh proud integrity; I fttbuld 

thought 
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thought him unconfcious of the mifchief and 
niifery he was promoting ; I lliould have con- 
fulcrcd him an honeft EnthuCaft, whofe imagi- 
nation had been heated by the contemplatio.n 
ot great Revolutions j as that of Mr. Paine may 
have been inflamed with extraordinary fervor, 
by his having been an aftor in the Revolutio^ 
ot America. But 1 am aware that an honed: 
Knthufiaft may be a dangerous Politician ; that 
he may propofe projects replete with mifchief 
and ruin, and equally fatal to himfelf and to his 
f(jllowcrs ; to the Community, and to the Caufe 
of Liberty, which he means to ferve. 

But Dr. Price was a Patriot of a different 
dais ; though perfectly difin ter cited, he was not 
an cnthufiaftic Politician ; though aftive and 
public-fpiritc<i, he was cool and rational j though 
Itrongly attached to Liberty, he was prudent, and 
cautious to avoid unnecelTary danger, — not to 
liinifclf, bat to the PubUc. When he confidered 
tile hate of England, he beheld an excellent Con* 
^titution difgraccd by corruptions of every fort ; 
‘iut he faw too, that fomething more was left to 
the People than the bare right to petition the Le- 
e ; ^ that the ma(s of the Community was 
yet untainted by Corruption, and zealous for 
lOCTty; that in many diftrifts the juft power of 
tae Conftituent Body, to controul their Repre- 
enutires, was ftill preferved entire ; while ibmc 
ftf k* ‘"any even of thofe RIembefS 

e I oufe of Commons, whofe title to fit in 
H 2 that 
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that Affcmbly is unconftitutional, difplayed a 
generous zeal to deftroy abufe and ufurpation, 
-and rcftore to the People their ancient Conftitu. 
'tional Right. In thefe circumftances, he faw, 
with other Friends to Reformation, no reafon 
to defpair that a reftpration of our ancient right 
of a full and fair Reprefentation, with triennial 
or even annual eleclions, might be gradually re- 
covered for the nation by legal and pacific means. 
—As on the one hand, therefore, he feorned 
meanly to cheat his Countrymen by adulating 
'their prejudices, concealing the faults and abufes 
of the Conftitution, and endeavouring to lull 
them into a falfe fecurity, that would have been 
♦fatal to their freedom ; fo on the other hand, 
-perceiving that no neceflity for great hazards 
exifted 5 that the alternative offered to us was, 
not what was prefented to the French and Ame- 
rican Nations, whether Slavery or a New Con- 
fiitution was to be chofen ; but whether a Civil 
War, for the chance of a Republic, was to be 
preferred to the gradual melioration of our 
mixed form of Government by peaceful means ; 
he wifely preferred fafe and progrelfive ini- 
provement to the doubtful event of great but 
hazardous Revolution. 

And when the Men, who promoted a 
formation of the Conftitution, were unfortu- 
nately divided into two diftinft parties, 0*'® 
of which adopted that more moderate plan uf 
improvements^ whiph Mr. Pitt nfterwards 
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dcavcuircd to dflablllh, and the other, cfooufing 
a more cxtcnfive fyftem of Reformation endea- 
voured to reftore the right of univerfal fuffrage, 
the fupport of Dr. Price was uniformly and 
from an early period given to the more tnodfii* 
rate propositions. It is impoffible, with the 
Icaft appearance of equity and reafon, to impute 
to the Duke of Richmond, and other Gentle- 
men who promoted the more extenfive pian« 
any undue partiality to Republican fehemes of 
Government : but it is not Jefs evidently con- 
trary to candour and jufticc, to charge tluit im- 
proper predileclion on Men, whofe iiuiucnce in 
times of much difeontent was conftantly em- 
ployed to recommend to the People thofe iefe 
extenfive demands, which appeared more likely 
to be attained by regular and pacific means. 

About the fame time, when the attempt to 
feixe the Charter of the Kaft-India Compan^% 
and to veil in a Body of Commiffioners the 
V hole civil, n|ilitary, and commercial Patrori- 
of the Company, with an unlimited com- 
»rind of the Treafury of Bengal, had excited 
general apprehenfion of danger to the Conui- 
'otion, the Englilh Reformers, with few excep- 

■*^*13 utrnoft zeal to preferve tlte 

jwt Irerogative of the Crown. Whether this 
aurm were ill-founded, or otherwife, is not tlie 

fulBcient to obferve, 
t e avowed motive for a vigorous oppofi- 
n to that meafure by the Afiociations, and 

partU 
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paj:flcularly. by the general Body of the Diffcnt- 
ers, with wliom Dr. Price, on this occafion, cer- 
tainly concurred in fentiment, was their convic- 
; tion, that the principles of our limited Monarchy 
were endangered and ought to be fupported. 
It is unreafonable, it is unjuft, to condemn fuch 
Men as diftoyal Citizens, from a detached phrafo 
in a fpeculative Work, from an accidental ex- 
preffion of fervor at a convivial Meeting, againft 
the teftimony of their general condu6l:, and many 
pradlical proofs of their fincere and fettled wilh, 
not to fubvert but to reftore the Conftitution. 

Confiuered by this candid rule, which is aim oft 
always the reafonable and the juft rule of Jucig* 
ment, the condud of Dr. Price rcfpccling the 
Revolution in France is free from objection. 
Ills exultation on the eftabliflimcnt of French 
liberty, was expreCed in unifon with tlie general 
joy of his Countrymen ; who without any in- 
vidious reference to the Conftitution of Englaiul, 
or any wifli to adopt the peetjj^iarities of tne 
New Conftitution of France, rejoiced with him 
that the millions of men who had been Slaves 
in that Country, had regained THEIR NA'iU- 
RAL RIGHT TO BE FREE. Andfurelyit 
is no extravagant compliment to his Political 
Judgment, to believe that although he approved 
the full Ucprefcntation of the People in a fingk 
Chamber in that Country ; in which r*o heredi’» 
tary Chamber of Nobles ever had be^n know® J 
yet lie totally difapproved any defigu to. copy 



c IS : 

that example in England ; where an hereditary 
Peerage has been eftabliflied from a very early 
period of our Government; and \vhere it is 
i.iflicicntly evident that in the prefent circum^ 
uances of the Country, fuch a change in our 
lA'giil Uurc would be at once imprafticable and 
undofirahlc. 

And v/ilh rcfpe^l: to the American Republic, 
h-L' ma\- have thought very confiftently that it 
WAS a Form of Government admirably adapted 
to tlic circumftanccs of that Country at the 
time when the Revolution was cfTccled, and yet 
very unfit to be introduced in this Country, 
v/hich is in many important refpeefs circum- 
ilanced in a manner that is widely difl’erent. — ‘ 
He may have cotitemplated M'ith plcafure that 
i\\\i ility in the dilfribution of property which 
lus liappily taken place in America, and the con- 
kquent equality of ranks and privileges which 
the Citizens there enjoy; he may have cxprefTed 
a mixed furprife and approbation of the humble 
port of Government in that Country, and the 
t:hcap expence at which it is fupported, when 
compared with the lofty and expenfive gran- 
deur of our European Courts ; and yet on confi- 
dering his general condufl, no reafon may be 
found to doubt that he approved the Monar- 
chical part of our Government ; and even ap- 
plauded the conduct of the other great and en- 
lightened Nation of Europe, when with con- 
fummate prudence in the moment of emancipa- 

tioa 
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tion they refolded fiill to retain the Monarchy 
of France. 

But Dr. Price deemed the condition of the 
Citizens, of America preferable to that of the 
fubj^cls of Great-Britain. And who that is a 
capable Judge will deny it? By the generous 
treatment of Great Britain for ages before the 
unhappy quarrel, the inhabitants of America had 
been enabled to place themfelvcs in a fituation 
more fortunate perhaps than that of any other 
Nation in the World. I’hey now enjoy the be- 
nefits of Civilized Society, without its corrup- 
tions; they Tuive the advantage of an equal 
diftribution of property, without the ufual Li- 
cence and tumult of Democratic States: for a po- 
pulation increafing with a rapidity, unprece- 
dented in any other Country they have an extent 
of territory amply adequate for ages to come ; 
ajmoft totally exempt from taxes they fupport 
their Government with the frugality of a little 
Swifs Republic, and yet have acquired the weight 
aiid confequence of a confiderable State, foon 
to rank on a footing of equality with the firft 
Empires in the World. But could Britain attain 
that enviable degree of happinefs, merely by 
adopting the American Form of Government? 
No, certainly : Were this adoption praflicabl^ 
which undoubtedly it is not, yet unlefs a finn- 

larity in all the other circumftances could be ob- 
tain^, a fimilar Form of Government would not 
confer equal happinefs; it much more proba* 
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ble that it would create greater inconvenienced 
than ihofe which are at prefent complained of. 
But though this probably was the opinion of 
Dr. Price, yet, when he furveyed the different 
circumftances in each Country, and the different 
Governments correfponding with thefe circum- 
iiances which had been ellablifhed in America 
and Britain, and compared the degree of felicity;, 
which, under thefe diflimilar Inftitutions, was 
enjoyed in each Community refpe^ivcly, he 
weighed their merits with the impartiality bf 
a Philofopher, and gave fuperior praife where 
luperior happinefs was found to be produced. 
Is tiiis a liberty of fpeculation not to be endured 
in England ? It is not a greater liberty than has 
been allowed in France, before the Revolution, 
under a Government then thought lefs indul- 
irent than our own. 

The Accufer of Price extols, with juftice, the 
political writings of Montefquieu ; and cites,' 
with peculiar applaufe, his enthufiaflic praifes of 
tljc Conflitution of England. And yet let me 
by what flavifh adherent of Defpotifm, in 
France, has Montefquieu been cenfured, for this 
partiality to our limited Monarchy, as an evil 
fubjccT, and difaffe^ted to that abfolute Govern- 
ment under which he dared to avow thefe ge- 
nerous fentiments ? Or what good reafon c^a 
given, why the venerable Price fliould not 
he treated with equal candour and refpe^l: as 

Montefquieu himfelf? What has tbcEuglifhDi- 
I vine 
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vine done, more than the French Lawyer, for 
which he ought to be degraded from the clafs 
of thofc true Patriots, who have laboured at 
once to promote the liberties and to prefcrvi 
the peace of their Country ? Montefquicu faw 
.that the introduction of Political Liberty into 
France, in his time, was impolllblc. He tub- 
mitted to the mild and mitigated Defpotil'rn 
of Louis XV. but he taught his Countrymen 
thofe lelTons of Public Freedom and Happincls, 
which gradually prepared them, in the next 
age, to overthrow their defpotic Govenunerit, 
and to eftablifti a fyftem of Political Liberty 
under a limited Monarch. Price fiw the hap- 
pier ftate of Mankind in thofe Countries, where 
fimple manners and a general equality of pro- 
perty admitted a Republican Form of Govern- 
inent j but he knew that, in his time, the Eit i- 
blifhment of a Republic in I'ngland was im- 
practicable, that it was a mode of Government 
unfuitable to the very unequal diftribution of our 
property, contrary to the general fentiincnts m 
the nation, and ill-adapted to conduCt the politi- 
cal bulincfs of our widely extended Empire, h'j 
thefe circumftanccs he did what a wife and goo^ 
Man ought to have done ; he owned the fup^* 
rior happinefs enjoyed under the more popular 
and lefs expenfive Government of America, 
but he zcalouQy promoted that moderate cor- 
rection of abufes, in the frame and duration o 

our Parliameuts, which alone can prevent - 

convuluon^ 
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coriATilfions in England, and perpetuate our pre- 
,fcnt form of limited Monarchy. 

In his preface to the Spirit of Laws, MonteC- 
qulcu fays, “ Plato thanked Heaven that he was 
horn in tlie fame age with Socrates; and I thank 
Heaven that I was born a fubjc(ft of the Govern- 
nient of France.” Dr. Price might have adopt- 
ed fimilar language in England : He did more ; 
he acted up to the I'entimcnt which it exprefles. 
In the year 1780, he was invited by the Congrefs 
to go over to America; he was requefted to ac- 
cept 1 principal Office in the State, and to lend 
his alliltance in the eftabliffiment of a ncwfyftem 
of Finance, to fupport the Government of the 
United States ; yet, thus honourably requefted 
to become a CitiKcn, and in fomc nicafure the 
l.egiflator of the American Republic, he rcfuled 
to ejuit his native Country, and determined 
to live and die a fubjeef of the Monarchy of 
England. 

Whence then, it may be alked, has fprung 
that torrent of foul reproach, which has been 
poured on the head of this amiable and difin- 
t'rcftccl Reformer, and on whole Societies of 
en with whom he had united in the generous 
purluit of Political Reformation. Wha't could 
provoke fuch fierce animofity, fiich infatiable 
• alevolence ; far exceeding the utmoft rancour 
oppofition, which the Afibciations experienced 
fnn P^fif'd of their greateft atlivitv? Fer- 

al enmity, difappointed ambition, the lofs of 
I ~ popularity. 
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popularity, and the deipair to recover it, each of 
thcfe circumftances may have prompted a mind 
naturally irritable, to an attack on a diflin. 
guiflied Leader of the Popular Party; whofe 
principles Mr. Burke certainly never approved, 
and by whofe oppolition his fcheme of power 
had been not long before defeated. But fomc- 
what more than thefe combined caufes feems 
ftill to be wanting to account for thefe extreme 
hoftilitics. 

After Mr. Pitt’s motion, in the year 1785, to 
amend the Reprefentation of the People in Par. 
liament, had been reje< 5 fed by the joint efforts of 
the Ariftocracy, they feem to have thought the 
danger which had threatened their ill-acquired 
power in the Boroughs was at an end ; that the 
People who had not fupported with fuflicient 
vigour the attempt to reftore the Conftitution, 
when the fatal effecls of Corruption and Arifto- 
cratical Ufurpation had been recently felt, w'ould 
be lulled by the ufual eff'ecls of Peace into a total 
ncglecft of their Conftitutional Rights, till, by 
their continued acquiefcencc, thofe abufes would 
be confirmed by a preferiptive authority, which 
would continually gain new llrength, and whicii 
no future effort of the People would be able to 
overcome. 

But in thefe flattering expectations the An- 
ftocracy were much miftaken. The Abociated 
Bodies, though unfuccefsful in 1785, were n®*; 
difpirited by their defeat. Their Principles ot 

Reforinati<>i^ 
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Reformation had been adopted by a Minifiof 
who had obtained the confidence of his Country, 
and to whom the friends of the Affociation were 
juftly attached with peculiar warmth. On thele 
Principles, a comprehenfive plan for amending 
the fyftem of our Reprefen tation had bcefn 
formed and propofed to Parliament, with every 
advantage which the zeal and eloquence of that 
Minifter could beftow. Repulfed as he was by 
the Commons, it was then evident that he had 
not wholly inifcarricd. His plan was approved, 
though not adopted; it was allowed that it 
would form a much better fyftem of Reprefen- 
tation than the prefent ; and though Parliament 
had negatived the motion by a great majority, 
yet the meafure appeared to be rather poftponed 
than rejected by the public. 

Ihc popular Agents were not then ftunned 
and aftoniihed by the blow they had received, 
they did not then dcfpair of final fuccefs. They 
knew their plan to be moderate, they felt it to 
be important, and they trufted, that a fhort lime 
would Ihow that the Rights and true Interefts of 
the People were better underftood ; that the ex- 
tent and danger of Klcdion abufes and Parlia- 
mentary Corruption were more clearly dilcern- 
ed; and the importance and neceflity of a Public 
Reformation were more generally felt by the 
ommunity. And thefc expedations have not 

Since that period, 
e Aliociations have been reinforced by the 

acccidlon 
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acceffion of many public-fpirited and able men- 
and new i\flbciations on finiiJar grounds have 
been formed in different parts of the kinn'dom. 
Even ill this indolent time of Peace, the I'pirlc 
of Reformation for fome years has been iiiani, 
feftly rifing ; and if the popular Party fliouki 
fortunately add prudence equal to their increal- 
ing zeal, fliould endeavour to profit by their 
pad miftakes, and avoid divifions by firmly :id- 
hering to temperate propofitioiis, it feems pro- 
bable that a fubftantial Reformation of Pirli.i- 
ment with every public blefiing in its train may 
be accoiiipliflied fbon, by pacific means, and in 
the regular courfe of Parliamentary bufinefs. 

It was impolllble tliat a jealous Ariftocracy 
could be inattentive fpeefators of this alteration 
in the mind of the Public, Undoubtedly, they 
have watched the progrefs of the fpirit of Re- 
formation with much and incrcafing anxiety. 
At firft, their fears for thofe abufes in the Bo- 
roughs to which they owe their iinconftitutional 
power, were not excited in any great degree; but 
at the nearer approach of danger, their apprehen- 
lions grew more ferious ; and what was avcrfion 
to the popular Caufc before, was foon improved 
into keen and violent hatred. At lad, the cfia- 
blifhmcnt of a Lcgiflativc Aifcmbly in France 
on equitable principles of Reprefentatien, the 
exultation exprefled by the Pct^plc here, on the 
fuccefsful cflbrts wlilch had been exerted to 
emancipate the French nation j and the appa- 
rent 
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tent eafe with which a tranlition might be made 
in this Country, from admiring their Form of 
Reprefentation to improving our own, thefe 
united circundlances puflied their panic to its 
prcfcnt extremity. From that moment, their 
animofity no longer has known any bounds of 
julHcf, moderation, or prudence ; the PEOPLE 
and tlicir juR Conftitutional claims have been the 
confeant objec^ts of their unqualified fcorn and 
dcrifion, their unmitigated abhorrence and exc- 
tration : and ftili in each wild and moody change 
(d temper, thefe alternate cxcelTcs of rage and 
ridicule, of horror and contempt, have been but 
the varied cxprclllons of their FEAR. 

Hut there was method in their madnefs, and 
even their terror was not without art and cun- 
ning. It was well imagined, thougli the idea wants 
the merit of originality, that the fpirit of Bigotry* 
might be oppofed with fuccefs to the fpirit 

Idherty ; and that an attack upon our Politi- 
cd K dormers ought to begin with the Dilfen- 
ters and to be cliieily pointed againlt them ; not 
Ijccaule they are more vulnerable in any part of 
tiieir Public conduct than llieir Afiociates ; but 
bcc.mfc againlt them it would be cafy to revive 
ancient jcaloufics, which for fome time .had a|>- 
peared nearly extind ; to ruuze the fears of 
f 'hurchmen for tlie iafety of the Bifhops, and the 
dlablilhed Religion; and by inlilllng that power- 
fol body of men againft the Projnotcrs of Poli- 
ced Reformation to fecurc for one age at icaft. 
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the defeat of their defign. In the laft century, 
at fimilar experiment had been tried with con- 
fiderable fuccefs, again ft the Government of 
King William. The Zealots of the Church were 
then taught to confound an attachment to Li. 
berty, with averfion to the National Religion; 
to think the Church was in danger, becaufc 
Pertccution was in fome degree reftrained, and 
to plot the ruin of his Government, that the 
Proteftant Religion might be fafe under the 
Protection of the Catholic Janies. — In the next 
Reign near itsclofe, the Hereditary Right of the 
Stuarts was maintained by the fame Party, with 
a zeal which the Difciplcs of Mr. Burke could 
hardly exceed, to prevent the fucceflion of the 
Hanoverian I'amily, and the fuppofed unavoid- 
able confequcnce of that event, the dcftru<ftion 
of the Church of England. — And now, after ex- 
perience has repeatedly proved its folly and in- 
jufticc, tlic ancient cry has refumed frefh powers 
of delulion; the reafon of the befotted multitude 
is once more confounded ; in the complete To- 
leration requefted by DiiVenters, they forefee the 
overthrow of the Church; in the growing fpirit 
of Liberty, they dread hoftility to Biihops and 
tlicir Articles, to the dignifyed folcmnity of their 
Cathedral and the pious finipJicity ef their 
Parochial Worfhip. 'Fhcir zeal is again excited 
for the fupprellion of Liberty ; and in their 
Judgment, the fafety of our Religion depends 
on the continuance of a Septennial Parliament^ 
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and tlie prefervation of the little venal and e»- 
flavcd Boroughs in Wiltlhire and CornwalL 
The time alfo for the commencement of this 
attack on the Reformers was ifcilfully chofeiv?^ 
The partial diforders which a£BiSied 
during her ftruggle for Freedom, and whid^,, 
are perhaps infeparable from every great Rcvo^ , 
lution, were then at their height. To a RhetOir ; 
rical W riter thefe calamities prefented an caly 
opportunity to drefs up a train of horrible phan<« 
toms, to affright his Readers 5 and having thus 
fubdued their terrifyed imaginations, he would 
find it np very dif&cult talk to confound in their 
apprehenfion peaceful Reformation, with hoffile 
Revolution ; he would be able to perfuade thi^m, 
that CONSPIRACY was at work here, that a 
daring faftion of Republicans were at the eve of 
Infurreclion, preparing to burft forth, and de- 
termined to involve their Country in all the 
n'.ifcries of Civil War. This advantage was 
teen by the Gentleman, who is perhaps the moft 
hnthufiaftic Adherent of our Arillocracy j who 
long been conlidered as the confidential In^ 
^vfpreter of their Sentiments, the Dragoman of 
dicir little Mock Divan. He law the happy op- 
portunity, and he feized it ; but not without 
loQie prudent delay produced his Refiedioxis ^ 
yritten in a mode of eloquence that is impure 
Jodeed, and meretricious } but not ill calculated 
rapid declamadpa, and ^endid iinagery to 
furprife and, £^iice the Public opinion. By 
vehement harangues in Parliament againff thp 
15 , leigcal 
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repeal of the Teft Aft, the ihinds of zealous 
Churchmen had been duly prepared to receive 
tikc intended imprcllion. — By this more vehe- 
ment Publication, the fears, the rage, and all the 
holy antipathies of our Zealots were increafed 
to an extravagant degree ; the moft odious and 
chimerical fufpicions were widely fpread and 
received with implicit credulity ; the bigotry of 
the great vulgar, and the fmall, was thoroughly 
inflamed; and Intolerance was lliniulated by 
the felf-vaunted Friend of Toleration, to repeat 
at Birmingham the fame horrid cxcelTes, which 
at the inftigation of a wild Fanatic in 1780, lud 
convulfed the Empire, and nearly confumed the 
Capital. 

But in a Country where free difeuflion is not 
wholly prohibited, nothing that is contrary to 
truth and reafon, nothing that is hoftilc to the 
general intcrefts of the Community, can be per- 
manently fupported merely by rhetorical artifice, 
and eloquent mifreprefentation. When Civil 
and Religious Liberty were thus attacked, their 
friends were not wanting to their defence. — 1« 
Parliament, Men connefted with Ariftocracy, 
hut in a noble independent way, flood forward 
with a zeal for Liberty which 1 believe to be 
genuine, and at that moment fuperior to every 
perfonal conlideration : they avowed their exul- 
tation with the People here, at the cftabliflimeiit 
of Liberty in France ; demonftrated the incon- 
fiftence of their ancicntColleaguc,and refuted the 
pernicious doftrine which he vainly endeavoured 
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to maintain. Cfnt of Parliament, a fucceffion 
of able Writers, from every part of the king- 
dom, and almoft of every denomination, Church- 
men, Diffcnters, Reformers, and Men who had 
not concurred in the meafures of Reformation, 
all haftened to defend their Common Principles 
of Freedom. Some of thefc Patriotic Writet^ 
Avere completely viftorious, and overthrew the 
pofuions of their Antagonift with a very fupe- 
rior force of reafon and true mafculinc eloquence* 
Not one of them was wholly unfuccefsful in the 
combat, and unable to prove him erroneous in 
any important inftance ; not one failed to pro- 
duce fome example of grofs mifinformation, re- 
fpccling the Revolution in France, or fome mif- 
ftatement of fads and principles refpeding the 
Revolution in England; fome mifreprefentation 
of the charader and condud of our prefent Re- 
formers, fome dodrine fubverfivc of General 
Liberty, or contradictory to the true Principles 
of the Englilh Conftitution. By thefe united 
•ftorts to fupport the Caufc of Freedom, the 
authority of our modern Filni*|fe has been 
duced to its proper level ; and the impreffion, 
'^diich eloquent declamation had made in oppo- 
fuion to fads and the true theory of Govern- 
ment, has been gradually worn oS the Public 
Mind. Powerful as the writings of that Gen- 
tleman have been to roufe and inflame the ma- 
lignant paflions, they have been weak and un- 
fucccfiful in the attempt to convince the judg- 
K 2 ment 
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imitlt of rational and difintefcfted Men ; on 
whofe decifion ultimately depends the opinion 
of a whole Community. Already their deter- 
mined difapprobation is followed by the general 
ftnfe of the People, that the writings in queftion 
Were calculated to ftifle the Spirit of Liberty in 
England, and to perpetuate thofe grofs Parli-i- 
tnentary Abufes, the neceffary confequence of 
Which mud be a CORRIJPr SYS! EM OF 
GOVERNMENT, which promotes the intcreft 
of a FEW, and injures or deftroys the hap- 
^inefs of MILLIONS ! but that their actual 
tendency is to create that difaft'eftion which 
they have failed to prove ; that riot and com- 
motion have been their immediate cffecls ; ar.d 
that, by having roufed the fierce fpirit ot 
Revolution, it is to be feared their eventual 
tonfequcnce may be to deluge the land with 
blobd. 

It therefore behoves the perfons who have 
long oppofed every reafonabJe propolition, to 
coiTc^ thofe abufes of the Conftitution, under 
the frivolous pretence, that they arc INNOVxl- 
llONS, dangerous to the Peace of the Country, 
to confider, whether their continued perfe- 
verance in this policy, may not produce the 
convullions which every good Man would de- 
plore, but which the privileged Orders in the 
State are more peculiarly concerned, by ever)' 
juft and prudent conceflion to labour to avert. 
At prefent, it is evident, that moderate mcafurcs 
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of Reforniation,'conceded with a gencrons frank* 
neis by the Ariftocracy w'ould be received by 
the People with joy, and thankful Citisfaclion, 
Let the Septennial Bill be repealed, let the Re- 
prefen tat ion of the People be amended on the 
principles propofed by Mr. Pitt, let the Right of 
Sulfnige be granted to Copyholders, and Hpufc- 
holdcrs of a certain ciafs, with effe<ffual Regula- 
rions to difeourage cxpencc and tumult at ciec- 
lions, and without the aid of Mr. Burke’s Afialic 
eloquence to decry the NEW Conflitutic^ns of 
I'rancc and America, the adoption of lirnilar prin- 
ciples in England, would be for ages yet to come 
an imponible event. That this prudent reftitu- 
tion of the popular Rights would loon be followed 
by the repeal of the l eft Laws leems moll pro- 
hablc ; and the eiiabliflimcnt of complete 1 ole* 
ration would certainly render feme farther Re- 
lonnation in the Church unavoidable. But tlus 
corredion of Eccleliaftical Abufes would then be 
conducled on the fame principles of cautious 
wifdoni, and well-tempered zeal which ftrongly 
recommend the plan of Political Improvements, 
which has been now mentionrcl. In that cafe 
I’hcorctical perfedion would neither be attained 
perhaps, in our Ecclefiafiical Inftiiutions, nor in 
the Form of our Political Government ; but 
v/hat would be pradicaily much better would 
be elTeded ; what would be more agreeable to 
bie temper and prejudices of the (h>mnmnity, 
^orc fuitabic to the flate pf morals, and the 

• dihri- 
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dlftribution of property in the Country would 
be efhibliihed. 

By thefe temperate plans for accomplilhing a 
Reformation of Parliament, for amending the 
Forms and correding abufes in the Difeipline of 
the Church, with the Repeal of every Intolerant 
Statute which would be naturally conneded with 
thofc beneficial meafures, the hazard of any great 
and violent Revolution in this Countiy would 
be avoided. The Nation would be happy in the 
fecure poffeflion of Liberty, and in the eftablifh- 
ment of a Religion completely tolerant in its 
Spirit, and in its forms at once rational and 
pious, yet calculated for the comprehenfion of 
good Men of many uneffential diverlitics of Ibn- 
timent. 'I’hc Difl'enters of every denomination 
would thus be relieved and conciliated; the 
Bilhops would recover the confidence of the 
Public ; and the Parochial Clergy would acquire 
competence and private comfort ; the Nobles 
would retain the fafe unenvyed pofleflioii of 
their conllitutional privileges ; and the People 
would reft fatisfyed with the furrender of thofe 
ufurpations on their Rights of Reprefentation, 
and Frequent Elcdion which have fo nearly 
ruined our happy Syftem of Government. But 
ihould the Nobility, w^ho on other great Political 
qucRioiis have been ufually divided, continue 
combined, though with fomefplcndid exceptions, 
In their oppofition to every equitable plan of 
public Rcfjprmation, their miflakcn policy may 
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t<K) probably produce the moft pernicious con- 
lequences. Men robbed or cheated of their 
Rights may be patient while a hope of redrefs 
remains by regular and pacific means; but when 
frequent denials of JulHcc have irritated, and 
driven them into defperate Councils, they feldoixi 
will flop at the mere recovery of their Rights* 
The People may commence their ftruggle on firm 
ground in defence of their ancient and un- 
doubted Liberties ; but in the heat and fury of 
tiic conllift, they may too probably be led far to 
exceed thofe limits. In fucli unhappy contefts, 
they naturally wifti to difablc their antagonifis, 
they too often rufh on to retaliation and revenge. 
This was the unfortunate confequence of com- 
motion in a former reign ; hardfhip and cala- 
mity to the Many, with the deftrudion of the 
moll rcfpcclablc Orders in the State, v/cre then 
lim of a Civil War, which was provoked 
by the opprcfilve Government of Charles the 
Pirft, and in which the People originally en- 
gaged with a view not to deftroy but to protect 
and preferve* the Cordlitution. 

In the adual fituation of the Country at this 
juncTurc, the dread of infurrcction, as a nearly 
approaching calamity, is /urely a groundlefs ap- 
prehenfion- No concerted defign to recov^er the 
loft Rights of the People by force, and to retali- 
ate on the ruling Clafics can be thought pofSble 
at prefent ; it muft be allowed to be a vifionary 
or an affected fear. The Spirit of Revolution 

lus 
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lias been conjured up, indeed, by one who knows 
not how to lay it ; but it ilalks through the land, 
prefenting a fcarfiil and portentous appearance* 
gazed at and (hunned by the general inafs of the 
|•cople. At this moment, the ftate of the na. 
lion, rcfpeiaing its Cominercc and Public Reve- 
nue, is pvofperovis beyond its expectations, or its 
hopes ; general fatisfaciion is the apparent con- 
fbquence,and for fomc time that fatisfa<5tion may 
countervail in the Public Mind, the fenfe of 
danger to the Liberty of the Community. But 
kt not this How of unexpected profperity lull 
©ur hereditary Rulers into a falfe fecurity, whicli 
may be fatal to them and to the nation. To be 
fafe, they muft bo juft ; and to proferve their 
Conftitutional Privileges, they muft confent to 
part with that power which they have gained 
in defiance of Law and the Conftitution, The 
grievances complained of arc great and undeni- 
able ; they are felt as evils ; they are refented 
as injuries ; and filcht as tl>e Collective Body of 
the Fcopk now are, and apparently to vulgar 
eyes neither very generally nor very anxiouliy 
felicitous for redrefs, yet the time may conic, 
much fooner, perhaps, than many may im:i- 
ginc,when their refentment will be found truly 
formidable. 

Before the debt of the Public can be much 
^reduced, and the load of thofe taxes which bear 
kardeft on the bulk of the Community can be 
taken off, in any confiderable degree, a gr(»t 
European War may break out upon us j or in 
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the courfe of our ftruggle to deprcfs or 
throne the Sultan of Myfore^ our Oriental 
Allies may defert us ; difafters may attend 
our Armies, the Carnatic may be loft, and 
Peace on any tolerable terms may be unattain* 
able. At Horne, and in Ireland, many con- 
ceivable events, to wliich a more direct allufton 
would be improper, may contribute to increafe 
the danger and aggravate the difeontent of the 
Nation. By misfortunes like thefe the funfhine 
of our prelent fituation may be gradually, or 
fuddenly clouded over *, and a ftormy feafon 
may fucceed, in which the mild voice of mo* 
deration could not be heard. Aftoniftied by the 
fall of our national grandeur, impovcriflied by the 
lofs of credit, commerce, and landed rents, op- 
prclled by an enormous load of taxes, and exaf- 
perated by the long-continued injuftice of the fti- 
perior powers, the Englifii People would proba- 
bly then renew, but in a louder tone, thofe cx- 
podulations with which the ear of Parliament has 
l)ecn fo lately ftunned; higher terms of Reforma- 
tion, though ftill within the verge of theConftitu- 
tion, would be expe<ftcd; the reftitution of our an- 
cient Rightsof Annual Parliaments and Univerfal 
Suffrage would be demanded ; and (hould thofe 
claims be refufed by the Legillature, the dilcon- 
tent of the Public would be tea fold incrcafed.*— • 
Impatient from diftrefe, enraged by this Jaft in- 
jurious refufal of their Right, and urged on by 
the examples of France and Am^ica* the People 
L would 



would begin to extend their views of Reforma- 
tion beyond the bounds of the Conftitution ; 
they would become lefs fearful of trying new 
and hazardous fehemes of policy; the principles 
of the National Aflembly, or of the American 
State, would gradually become the principles of 
a majority of the People of England ; and thus 
the perfevering injuftice of the Ariftocracy would 
at laft produce, in the Community, that difaflcc- 
tion to the Conftitution, which, without fall’c- 
hood and calumny, cannot now be imputed to 
a few Individuals. Again the moft rclpeftablc 
Orders in the State would be attacked by the 
People; again the abolition of the Upper Houle 
of Parliament would be effected; and the Throne 
itfclf would be again ihaken or overturned: and 
after infinite hazards and calamities, perhaps, a 
NEW Republic, the beneficial eflfeefs of which 
may well be doubted, would be ellablilhed oii 
the ruins of the Conftitution ; in which no 
cfl'ential change is now meditated by the Popu- 
lar Party ; or could be approved by wife and 
dtfpailionatc Men. But the influence and credit 
which fuch perfons may now pofl'efs with the 
People, at that crifis would be loft; their pacific 
counfcls would be over-ruled by the eagerncls 
of impetuous Men, better fuited to the violence 
of that tempeftuous feafon ; their intreaties to 
refpe^b the privileges of the Nobles, or the juft 
Prerogative of the Crown, would then be flighted 
by the People, as their folicitations to reftore the 

Rights 
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Rights of the People have hitherto been difre- 
garded by the Nobles and the Crown. 

Such, it is to be feared, would be the progrefs 
of our national diffentions, if an equitable Re- 
ftoration of Popular Rights be ftill delayed or 
denied ; and thus, perhaps, a fccne of confufioa 
would be commenced, the mifehiefs of which no 
power of numbers could calculate, and no human 
wifdom could then prevent. For the preferva- 
tioii of general peace and harmony, from a juR 
regard for rational Liberty and the happinefs of 
ilie Community, it is devoutly to be wiflicd, 
that jufticc may be conceded before the hour 
Ihall arrive, when fierce contention to recover 
the Rights of the Nation fhall be unavoidable. 
Inftead of hazarding their dignified privileges 
and great conftitutional powers to prelcrvc their 
encroachment*; on the Rights of Election, pru- 
dence and their intereft, juftly confidered, feem 
to recommend to our great Patrician Families 
and to the Crown to fecurc thofe powers and 
privileges, and the Conftitution itfclf, by yield- 
ing a power unwarrantably gained, before the 
national refentment be completely roufed, and 
moderate conccfTions no longer wouhl be ac- 
cepted with the grateful approbation of the 
Public. To our hereditary Rulers and to the 
t^ommunity, there is much danger in the coun- 
ii:ls of wild and cnthufiafiic Men, whofe writ- 
ings, however oppofite they may be in their 
principles and their immediate aim, have the 
L 2 fame 



[ 96 ] 

fame uldthatc tendency, by exciting extrava- 
gant demands on the one hand, and fuffering 
no concclEon on the other, to provoke difcoid 
and national confufion. In the peculiar circum- 
fiances of this Country, it is evident, that the 
confequcncc of thofe counfels may be in the 
higheft degree calamitous. But by the patience 
and moderation of the People, and the juftice 
and public fpirit of the Nobles, and confiden- 
tial Advifers of the Crown, general harmony, 
on the principles of a fair and equitable accom- 
modation, may yet be fecured, and the im- 
pending danger may be averted. 

That the fuggcliions of prudence, and the ftill 
higher confiderations of juftice and benevolence, 
may avail to prevent the milerics of a Civil War, 
every good man muft deeply imprecate. But 
fhould other counfels unfortunately prevail, 
Ihould the Nobles, whether in oppolition to the 
Crown, or in its confidence, continue inic- 
parably united to fupport the prefent depraved 
fiate of the Legifiature ; fiioukl the Nation be 
finally provoked to feck redrefs from- Commo- 
tion and a Revolution effecled by force, in tint 
unhappy event, which none Avould more fm- 
ficcrcly deplore than they who have long been 
the Advocates of a temperate Reformation, 
thofe perfons will at Icaft enjoy the confeious la- 
tisfa^ion of having laboured to prevent confu- 
fion, not by quenching the fpirit of Liberty, nt>t 
by fan^ifying abufe and ufurpation, with every 

confcquect 
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eonfequcnt corruption, but by pointihg Ac tda 
of their Fellow^Citizens to its proper and necel^ 
fary objed, to the attainment of a jiift and md* 
derate corrcflion of great Parliamentary Grtev* 
ance^s, by thofe orderly and leg^, mejlis 
our impaired Cotiftitution ftiy aflPdrds. 
calamitous .period, popular rage may be tbe iii* 
ftrument of ruin ; btlt the true caufc of the pub* 
lie mif^ry will be found in the pride, ambitiotif 
and felfifh policy of our hereditary Rulers; and 
that obftinacy, which refufed to fiirrcnder the 
fmallell particle of its ufurped power, will bd 
condemned by an impartial pofterity, mdr^ethid 
the violence of that national refentment whicH 
puniflicd ufurpation with extreme fc verity* 


M AliETT^jll 




A 

LETTER 

TO THS 


Right Hon. WILLIAM PITT 


BV, THt 

Rer! CHRIST€^HER WYlTILLi 

tne Chairman of theCoMMiTtEE of Assoc'tATtOlt 
<6f the CoONTT of York. 


fA i 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


Some verbal Corre£lions have been made, and a fev 
Senten'ces have been added to this Letter, near tbc 


concluiion, fincc it was fent on* the loih of February ta 
Mr» Pitt. Thefe' corrections and additions it is not 


licceflary to point out particularly; — it is fufficient to 


•pprife the Reader that th^y have been made, but without 


^^ing any material change m the argument of the 
lUitter, 



A LETTER, 


Bvetom-IIall, 9, 1793. 

Sir, 

T Have been induced, by the incrcafing atten* 
tion of the Public to the fubjeft of Parlia* 
n^entary Reformation, to prepare for the prefi 
a C'olledion of Poiitic;d Papers relating to that 
fubjed generally, buj |n^^ore particular man^t 
ncr refpe^ting the zttemp^^m^de fome years agdi 
the County of York and other conlidcrable 
Diftricls, &c. to recover a more equal Repiefenw 
t‘^tion, and more frequent Eledions to ferve th^ 
Public in Parliament* The Refolutions which 
'^cre then paffed by the Popular Afiemb|i^ oii 
the very defedive ftatc of our Rcprcfcntatlon, 
contained principles on which a moderate, but 
j^^bftantial Reformation might have •been ef- 
feted ; and when you gcneroufly undertook to 
Oifer to Parliament fuch a temperate Plan as th< 
cufc of the People, as far as it had been pre* 
^Joufly declared, feemed to point out, it had 
3 been 
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be^ jfry Kappy for ftic Public, and riot Icfs fo 

f iv^ Hereditary Rulers, if that Plan had not 
rejeifled by the united oppofition of their 
Partizans. By the Regulations alluded 
the gfeat majority of thofe perfons who had 
^mplained to ^^arliament of grofs abufes in the 
9,eprefentat:ion, would have been cotfipletely 
grattified, becaufe the Regulations wer^^n fact, 
^eir own propofitions improved by various 
Edifications, which your fuperior ’'judgment 
had fuggetled. * Already your Regulatio:ts, if 
adopted, would have operated nearly to 
the full extent prqpofed, and would have ampu- 
tated) 1^ the cafieft manner, at the option of the 
niany of the ffhallefi, mofi 
veE? dependent Boroughs, and tranf- 

^rred, in an adequate digrpe, and In duepro- 
pprtion, their furrendcreOTfanchifes to the great 
Communities pf the; fciri^dofo, the Metropolis, 

f "\c Counties, and me' ^feat Unfeprefented 
owns. . I'his was i ni\l^> f motfei^te, and yet 
an eSeftqal §yftcni of Reformation j notfuf- 

propofed 

^^ommumcEri of E fcght of Suffrage, but 
^pibk of receiving that hereafter, 

^j^thdut tb^leaftderangeEn^ 6f tbeSyftem then 
j |^p rnvi>d, by admitting decent Houfcholdcrs to 
iE for County j in the mean-timc 

during a v<,ry imoi^taht improvement in the 
People y "and yet not only 
Airoimrig th^ of a devolution at that 

^qEjitr preventing atlmOft the poffibilitf 
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of fuch a fevful event in overy future period of 
lime. With this conviftion of the great utility*' 
of your Plan, and with every poffible fcntiment^ 
of grateful rcfpefl for your exertions to prpmo^ 
it, the popular agents defifted for fome^ years to 
prefs the fulge^l a^n on Parliament, pr .on th» 
public wind. . They defifted, well fatisfied'iylt|h 
your plan, aud your condu^ in the proferatio)^ 
of it, arid relying ijon your finccre and zealouiy 
attachment to their caufe, they wiflied fox n® 
other advocate, they looked for no greater coho 
cclfions, they aimed only to rCnew their fuijt 
by your means, and upon the very fame terms' 
when the fit moment ftould arrive. f 

But fince |bat period, particularly during the 
laft year, it is evident, that in feyeral of thef® 
refpeds a material change of fentiment has takeh. 
place, and it is jnot imwobable that fome of 
ihofe perl'ons whp, on the rejeait^ 

of your Plan in now gladly fee i# 

adopted by J^i|fUanient, if at the fame time th<| 
indent attachment of the People to the C^nftiv 
tution of England could b« uniyerfaBy reftoredr 
Various caufiis have combined to fouf the mindt 
of a confiderable portipn of the p«>ple, and 
prepare them fpr bolder^ more dcdfivfc, but 
more l^zardous Behemes of JbeformatUMir 3dtae 
of the men aBuded tb,’cpnfidcr theformeVady# 
cate of their c^ofe with tBftnift, ^nd abandon 
his temperate Pjlin, . for tb# broad principle 
liniverlal Saffra^eia^dptedhy the Duke Of 
taond; while otji^aamyt th^-fWrtisility'.fEW# 
M*4 ^ RepubKeah 
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llqptil^eaB Scheme dS 6ovei«n»fli!f adtmre the 
feioad Revoludon of France, and would adopt 
id|pi|^nd^es. of it at every public and perfonai 
To this Xlafs not many of the middle 
ftatipn life, appear to belong'; and very few 
<Udlo pof^ great donfideratiOn in the country, 
from their fank, fortune, or talents, feen^to have 
^ced diemfelves at their head. But it ^evident 
(hltre is a tendency to violent.ehange, wl!ich,tho’ 
aeanilefted to ncrgreat extent at prefetat, is yet a 
ehrcnmftancc which deferves the moft ferious 
tiphfideratiom ^That this enthuliafiic zeal for a 
total, of a very great and dangerous change in the 
J^raoie of our Legiflature, may be checked by 
the lOttgh hand of authority, ftraining every 
jindioial and military power to fupprefs difcuU 
frdo and btiat down the free 8{Mrit i^the People; 
tlds may be the wifh|f«if Mr. Buaiu and hit 
Pfciples, but it danodil^ ihope, be yours. Every 
tpau of humanity iftUft wj^.to prevint djfcord 
'Und confuQonby lenient means; e^wy prudent lo- 
y er of Liberty muft .wife to prefenre theConftit n- 
notonly from exterml violenccnand-the wild 
frbemeaof jftepoblican Innovators, but from the 
tlangers of internal injury, from thofe more fub- 
• die.and root!# formtck^^ile Enemies pf tHfc Confti* 
t^tioh, who, availing themldves pf the prefwt 
imdoital fervQuc of Loyalty, .woukt«brand with 
fri^y every man who dares to point «ut abufes 
Ind truprefr his wUhefor. thrir corredion, even 
m.jm ft^(^rate.pdi|d^«} Vi.lhout which 
||^ p^, that at no (Bfiaat period inveterate 



^ufes will have bocomi^ iHcorri^Uef) 
Conftitution itfclf will be virtually anttihiUted^^ 
There never has been a time, in my eoncetJ^s 
tion, when it more behoved the true Friends 
the Confiitution to advance, but with 4he 
per and caution, in that middle c5urfe t:^%;whidh’^ 
the danffcrous extremes of the raft Lev^le# 
and thevnnprindpled Supporter of every abu% 
may beft^'be avoided. Entertaining thefe fent^s 
ments, I deprecate a Foreign War as evidently 
tending on the one hand to increafe the dadgi^^ 
of Anarchy and a forcible Revdfution, and on 
the other of Arbitrary Power and the lofi erf 
Popular Rights ; and I wilh to recommend (cf 
the Great a lenient and conciliatory difpohtiotl»^ 
to the People a firm purpofc to vindicate thek* 
Rights in a^temperate way, and with as 
variation from youf propofitions as juftice a^^ 
the exifitng circumfiafid^ will permit. ~F0l^ 
that your ‘"propofitiVnt oir dR^ ought t#|f|f 
ftric^ly adherdtf to, * atid wduld alone be com^ 
pletely fatisfaiftory tQ the Public at this timei I 
wnnot venture to afiare you ; btot^ with two a4| 
ditions which accord With the pit'll! dplcsofyoi# 
fyftem in thedne cafe,^and with thofe of 
in the^ofh^P,! do believe t|lt»ywe^ld be folly 
proved and pciwanently icquiefeed fo by ffef 
People* Ifhe-additioi^ 1 allude thal 

the Ubreprefeufed Ifouiehold^rs in JSnghmdl 
contributing to Pai^oehiid allb#^'^ 

Tote |fi the CouutwEldfliims ; and tUit 
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ir si$, |Kli|Q^bl6< oi|, 

%Mf|r. £M>t»og«with,. tM^. ill i^gland. Jt was 
<^i^qp^.H»crit of,y«ittrP4u, jao4;thc merit 
ti^^was entirely your own„.tlmt it; provided 
a^nft-apy great inconvesmuoe .from the Inc- 
q«^it)^wjiich might arifc afrpfli in the Reprefen- 
tfdpiyEirom the future growth ofgtcat ilnreprc- 
ffi\ted Towns and the de^ay- of-thpfe Mtbich are 
reprefeoted, by fpccifying the manner in which, 
tfheo fuch-inRxnpe of . Inequality ihoild occur, 
t%^Right of Reprefentatiop ihowld be transferred 
ftom theDepopslatedBorough to the greatUnre- 
pre&ntedTown, By thisprovihon thenece0ity 
ni>any future. Syftematical Reform in the Frame 
ojj^theHoule of Commons would ha^e been pre» 
by yoqjr propofiiions. And' at this mo- 
were your plan of Reformation, adopted, 
t^h the additional . p^^^fitions which I have 
ha***' .fuggdted, thofjS'.timflirovemeBts would 
spmoW ewry material in ^ike Repre- 

if ntation of the Feopk, filence .|^dir; jud and 
ipmaal. complaint,, and at the lame Unm, place 
a», infttpetdJe5:ikrri;pr to defend the. ^ConRito- 
t|pii* axul to.Rop the; career of -RepnbUcan In* 
l^O^on. ThiSr which may juftlybedotmed a 
and peculiar advantt^ trf your-S^ftem of 
Information, haa- beat undervalued, .b^emfe it 

l^bean little underRood^bytheftpaior sdafTee* 

fears', of Ariftocmdcal Mho h*W Bet® 
m«^t!>v|p to aa<.ki4^yaiautt.pUchvl^^ the 

Rights. 

E|s,ha» tau^t^l^^tojdj^lhat their only 

' fidety 
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fihty confift* ill 

to concede' the feitJteft pifrHde* of > 
traved by the j^opU i thftt if 9 $ogl«!#)iv<?«ffiO»> 
be made, if » fiOglf> decayed pin in the^j^ajo? ^ 
Parliament be remoyed,’U wwldopcn 
to the utmoft latitude of phange,'an4.tVji/^^ife 
ficeof ode abufe, or one ubirped cQin<!nabd’dM|i- 
Depopulated trough, ^puld le^ui, by *crt44' 
and inevitable neceffity, to pU tine Confltfio^> 
and Horruta of a NeigUbpuring Kingjdoiu. ..Suf 
were your Plan more plainly unfolded to^ifeeii' 
eyes, were it made naanifeff to thbm that it pro? • 
pofed to be, and undoubtedly would be a Pnaif 
arrangement of the Popular !'!eprefentaticu(]!i^ 
their fears, if may be hoped, would be diftnifled# 

* A Noble Duke might then, w’Uli fatitfacUoj^ 
apply to your Syftem -of Reform^ the opiaioQ 
which I believe he expi'effed of the cxtenjiptr 
of the Right of Su&«go^ropoiediu.§C<>tlai^ 
by a refpectjble BawHict.'t whom I confidear njp 
one of ,the. i|ucft Patriots of that . Country! 
“ This l approve, this is good as far. as it gQei| 
and ure fisc how far It is to god^s— Bc that as,i|i 
may, I hope the. Publication in queriion 
tend,.;in;foi}ie degree, to remove the mifco%. 
ceptioostmd al^ate the prdudices of tlie povyer*? 
fill .Few.'} 'and at. tba .^me time to cbcckK,.tliii 
prt^r^ ;(£ vRevoluticmary iprincipl^ ..iltt,]l^' 
h!any,<-'by;pre^ntinga detailed account .p£ th^ 
prQ^%*»iid.t«aro»ination of ,tbu.{il|fi}ii^ 


‘"t 


enterpfi|t} 
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?**^*^^*^ the dlffi^tiowcountewd 

!<^|bfc, pourfe of the ftruggle, moft paurt of which 
|r©pihin to be encountered again, with a difrfa* 
|rf,Ae advantages gained for the Pubiic byre, 
^lar aud peaceftil meaps, and a more fiiU ftate. 
xnent„,than has yet been publifhed, <rf the im- 
p^ttant improvements propofed by yonr Syftem 
; which, though loft by thrdifunim 
of the People at one period, and their languor 
9t another, may now bo carried by thi renewal of 
their united efforts, by exertions worthy of virtu- 
fps and bepcvolentnien, by toils without hazard 
t© private Individuab, without inconvenience 
to the Public } the fruits of which no Political 
Arithmetic could juftly calculatej on an efti. 
ia#teof the probable ealamities prevented by it, 
an4 the immenfe advantages procured to the 
QopfiituUon, and to the ppblic, to this Age, and 
to Pofterity. Thefe are fiews which, I flatter my- 
11^ you dftUQt, cannot ilHapprow ; hnd under 
this impreflion, I beg Ipive to tnibrm you, that 
I think the PuWication pf feme of the tetters 
Hid other Papers which I have had the honour 
tp twelve from you, relating to the fubjed of 
Pplittcpl .Reformation, parttculafly a Paper in- 
titfed* Htads tf a Bifl w BilU for 'anmuHng tbt 
M^rt/^aHottf would be of the greati^^impdr* 
ttlKe to promote the end propoftd {‘abdi-ifyou 
hiMfe no objedion to their appcsaraace, 1 will in* 
them in this CoHedktn. Iftptm' lhoVld dif* 
ai^pearance of .thefePapeiB at time, 

eertaHUy ikaRbc^ttppfh^ 

oe«afion> 
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oceafirin. Biift fti thlm, df ta engage tUf 

promife fot- entire sm’d perpctudl fupprtfi 
fion, is I do not perceive to be ttfeceffaryj 
They are Papers of'|reat importance' to the PiiW 
lie ; and, in certain conceivable drcu^'ilan'c^^ 
1 Ihould think myfdf bound, by the 
obligation of Public Duty, to prodiitc thlttf 
even although "your confent could not p6^i|> 
be obtained. - 

And notfr'. Sir, having ftated folly my itnfneS 
diate indilcement for troubling you with this' 
Letter, I ihould naturally think it proper, in 
other and happier times, to clofc my letter here/ 
But when I confider the more than critical fitui 
Mion of the Country, when I recoUeft the coirl 
hclential intercourfe which has paifed betwetil 
te, and reflect that 1 am indebted for the honotitr 
of thofe communications to the> previous trulh 
repofed in me, by a y^ety confidcrabte Body dP 
Gentleiben, who knew my principle arid ip*’ 
ind w^themfelves pof-f 
nationahi^em and cOit«' 
patriotic exertions ; 1- 

. . . 5 and to myfelf, to them^^ 

^ to the PttUie,' not to conceal from you 
‘cati^rits.qn fome late Tr^plkaidns and any resl<i ^ 
ons for dfrfl|||^y depreca^ng the impending mwax 
We with Fniice,on any of thole ground Vvhi<At 
been:<fott«d, or ijiofe undedaml view*' 
'***j^B«ls^c«v«itoi^»erate on the Mind' 
Parlianaent andof AeCabinet. Andthott^ I ? 
^ot flatter 

Individu^ 


fcffed* large fliare of 
Wence for their truly 
to be a^duty to you 
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jte^oiWOiiqd 

. 4|:^i»dniei)t like this, Tjfkea tk« rd^ution for 
l^lifiiKties fecms to be .fiawi* an^'tjie, ttirrible 
ji^chioe of War is juft to toll, on ; y«j 
^ftfideringl can with trutbsaffitrc ypu that *ey 
ilMe the deckled opinions alft> pi. many, of yoor 
•Ireft and moft diftnterefted’ <Ffiends»'4 caimot 
fbppofe that this franfcirtbut not’nnfrioadly, re> 
^dentation will be wholly ufelefs to the Public, 
itfhd Unavailing either' to incline you; to, prefervr 
, the Pacific Syftcni to whicdi We owe the prefent 
Thoafted profperity of the Country ; or, if that 
,.t>e now hopdels, to inclhse you^ as foon aapof' 
«fible, to^ return to it ; and 1 hrartily wiftt it nny 
ll» of any avail to recommend leiuent meafures 
in our Internal Aftaifs; without which, par- 
tieuiarly without ibine- con.oeSon in favour of 
4Bo|>ular Rights^ I fsardt will not, he poifible for 
|a|r . human prudence hi^-topseyent fame very 

now pBocee^Q reprefent tol|^oa ihyieafoas 
'<^ di£ipfHrovi^idBe part ypur as a 

'fibber of Pai^mnenviodivl^btallytandfisveral 

it as a hlia^(^:jccmaefh<^r<iiiith the 
JMher Metnhen of theCal^ttie^dcihHy 

uaht4f>ydliiputjuwtl^#^«n^ ^ 

hi^nnUtiottt tbiepr8id9ay’aftihmiiib^',>lto 
1S^ 4tila ^^witkpiwh dad'tel^bfii^nifi^^ 
^ltoa^«^iEumf'inftlncea 

tliBi^poa-ddb||h^ : 

ei ** ^ 

Uemhef 
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5s yout Declai^ticln *c^ Hdftilhy to Mf. Gref^ 
future Motion, wh^h ne gavd notice" 4 ft th^ laift 
ScHion of hia int^tioti to agitate aftelh thf fijfe- 
jeft of Parliamentary RefortOation. 1 
this was to me a m oft mortifying difappointmlj^* 
1 had before niiderftood, that whenever' 
j>le man1fefted'‘any fttoflger.ahd molrc^^rn»ft ,#!• 
fire than was difplayed in 1785, that a RiefettS 
of Parliament {hould take place, you 
gladly ftand forward again to promote it ;’^aUld, 
connefted with this reiolution, I approved yotft* 
forbearing to renew y^iur Motion, and, in fadi^ 
to degrade the Public* Caufcj by expoOrig iti 
fupported by the Public Voices to certain^ anil 
repeated defeat. For t his^ffeafon , when Mr. 
propofed hb Motion on die fame fubjeft in 1 7^* 
and you declined to fe|i^ri yoUr cotilteft 
appeared to me jufttf abler ^ Mr. Flood 
at that timei^b extend the Right of 
ccrtdn Glaff^ of this fccriie a 

tneafore ^fe6Uy pro^r, though ;his kle#Of 
giving thefe HoldehOlders aerate Body^ 
Reprefait&tiires, is liable^ I think, to infoperabth 
objeftionsj but^ though he fupported hia {ii^ 
pulitionSv^tli great foroe of atgumet^ tod 
*uanly doqutoce, yetj- when ■ you 
in^pofidOfi^e# toe P«iple to toe Bfcaihrej%^ 
its coniS»]U<uitiiiifeafoital^^ at that dme* toh 
^th ytni^lM^ 

*ior coidd yto be;jii£dy^ltonied 
fag in that ttt tlie 
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l^y P^, pjf JKiflgdOoiir'iWiusn-Mri Grey 
j(|tVe nodce of ;h» Jmqa<J«t Motion ;: Had you 
gained; fiifpt, y,p1i wgnld'Mvc been blame- 
i^TP'i deflarjSd yo»r.8d^ercnoe>to:yca>r 
^MW^rJdpas.of Pp^dp?Jig|fownittioo,-8nd your 
i:^i^)^topropaote tj^at $d«flary»r^i!k;wiien- 
Iweiir iJlie^fp pf .the ^l^fU^ton 'vyae /efficiently de- 
(|^<;44ir^/^your» you .aifquid Jjiaye aded, I 
wUiv your {Msofeffied r^nions 
" |.jfpa|^j|br;tpercop4y^yQU-«rjO]uld havp.^en 

laudable enter. 
^- ywUiyaopU-InTp^^itirffitiryedyour credit- 

of Re- 

in your power 
in a great 

,^pi(]fjj^ent^(pd.|to the 

■ en^id/(y,th|^^dyantages 
ttnifcbiefe-^WQuld te 



j^event. 



— — '“-TVjTW'r.— ' - 

y W- imV» Of 

tlH3..^ple 
ftatiei(ient< 




dent 

tile, howlodio'ouif 

ccmfidered in -cttiine^oti NantH "tile !C^^fi|^^|| 
Government in Ire^n^ it is iinSl^^^R 
tiut coneeflioi»j;.a8 aitt^le'asri^y ebnt^omdlK 
kre, baw beetti lor #£9^, made at tlAr e^^^^ 
recommendation df 'Gov^nthent, and 
when it is notorious, ' tbat^t&e' claiinS“6f,’ i^^ 
People of Ireland have fldther hcaa. le& kM^^, 
live, nor thtSr ctmdtcft^ ndort liigOlar^ tliantfl^ 
coodlK& and daims dF the Pcdtde of 
Britain. In ray judgment^ Ae intended 
cel&ons there are ^frudeift atid’iifoper ; it it'jj^'^ 
vw an unfit time to doNalBioaal'Juftice, lior 
‘wfe to content gneat iie Peinditf 

But abufiM eiift' ll«re W^hB 'jfil6^B}^aiM^ W 
«>»ims 

this fide Of fFfeiibiiaii^y Wtliat tl^yi 
fore, is tlmiaial ot^l^tobere^? 
fiderable* fi^os^Wihe £n|^0!^. W oF 
^le codi^n^Of tees w^^ia^dt WW 
nfod, tIie>Fi^ ;p^iod is th^heft 
pntanei^toth^eextfteoce. ’ 
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^i^wifcrrfy wi^i? th* uftWortSy ^ew to 
pw^i^Winifter i)*p6i Ke diflilo58i nothing 
gpcsiwr trmmphktQ hin>> than this 
^l^e'^l!^K*o^U^e*»ty^^J^ your - 

to doubt, that your op. 
niw thefame geheioos motives as 
70 U:t^»tedly;d«lared to Par- 
&i«i>M« ;that without fome >Refonnaticm there, 
id» Ri^»jfe<t:iR3wrty of theJiJation could not 
; And ^ot *'* 

pp dnrtoftktition uiidlwAttdly rgotce to 

had re- 

dRdye^to t®«r,your fop^9 his Mo 


fevy pcrfons living ; 
i the magnanimity 
1!^ in the t^inior. 
^ j^irmyou yore 
•Hmesih tlvt^t. On 
1^, Ctnujhu^.iybuld do 
«cr;k ap«R,y;i^|ionoitti: j it 'would he » 



^*s 




fon tfiSt 

thd«g|it4)lay« itfdittedT ^tito rtiteif j&fe 
td thei' coiifiltelicy ■af< y6ar>charS^tM’Hife't)isi^ 
meafuresahdthdrinMddiatecid^^flll^'^ * 
will di^Vef nO'indiieatiohs^af » leiii!!l4}» 
tommodirfng. fpitiij' Ho.t^iidiney 
l» C6rtc«ffi6hp <fl“ ? Stay ftdirefi off 

Britain'. <Jo 'the* ddd^ry-thofe mea ^ 

fent a urttfortM ryftem of authority, bariii^l 
fcverely extffrffed ; of PWiilamatlois^ biiftjdi 
with one cdihtiAton mafk of infeir^; 
ancy;he ralh Re^b]ic|)a, ahd’cheiyi^fdfti' 
and fatiohal'RefbrmdVs, thb' tfueft'Pa^of^^ 
the bcft Friends “Wf thtf ^afiiti>t!(4>^ 
rous.Profectotidi» tending alike to^puniffi’S^tlli 
tion and'tb fdpprels ^h^^rei^dbitfidiF 
of Barracks ereried~^'jiu^olV hvary cdnlSdMM^. 

Plac6,caIculated^Ud$^Hl^hiii&teriot^aMil4 

and to oyer-^wfe^nC^ip^^tf Ijfdrit 

taty R6fordtaUon,lfoWt^ piriftic 

lar it may have beOA^^l^^ tile 
have hhen rite idiibidihtte 
of thefc ’ mealurd; <si^‘%hich’' hl^'la 
AemfriyeS thdiadiSj®ii<>H4PplswBfHMeiy.«^wy^ 
Conftittjridri ^ffdf^iQieiiia'id^'^ohJ^' 

Grand JtfricsyRSiK*&kd«fe»i.r '' 

rithef" 

oro^ 



C 108 3 

l^en ?. It.w^ bdievic 

.^^«fc,^fpBte8^that. wp|i]4 join'^tn Mm, 
th^’d^rinei of , Liberty. On confi- 
i^ i^ g‘thie"~ten<lency of Acfe tif i' candid 
wight Jbp tcroptip^ to fupppfe thai the pro- 
to which gpc a generous re- 

had been accepiti^ l^y the. Cabinet., But 
w^ha^w was the int^'tion qf the Cabinet, the 
:ppdehcy of their iptwnal w^ has been 

ata^y fu'itable to. the wfc' Of |w. Burke, and 
idh pikVical pifciple, who, could prefer the flavifc 
tant^ anti the flattery , of . hid Mafler, to the 
feiendihip and maijly flre^om of Mr. Fox. But 

^flgh I reprobate the tendency.; of foiqeot 

thefe. nie^uresyand thellingciroud'^ttfes which 
nneady have b«n proflttMd b^ others, yet I am 
ftadyrtO adiiilt that the titaes are truly em- 
bs^fifiSig to1Cimiftfefs,that bn fhebne-hand tte 
Gteal are jwwilling to concede, "(piilc on, the 


xMia %ii9y * 

defe^^ 

W if* w U V msm for 



ftraag* 
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ftranffc is, the infatuation which, at.the.fatrte 

time; can this a|^atta9fcd 

war v^th France, if the ra jid ikB Fun^, 

the lofe of our Foreign Tra<le, tftric^^iiitttibix 

of our Manufa^res, and th6 

which muft be the confeqiiciice 

have no tendency to" aggi^yite poptllii‘ 

tent and incz:(ea& the fermChtation ih the^ro^ 

taind, even if the jhtcreft of the i*Iation wwe 

evidently the objeS of the War. How grcit3^ 

muft that daOg^r be increafed, i^fieri itf feuridbr- 

ftoodthat a’ War, Of fuch extent as that ^ A: 

France muft be,' is refolvcd bn, not fdi^ tbe^^M- 

fervatioo, imnaediate or remote^ of this CoUtifi^ 

or any of its valuable interns, not to avehgc 

fult^ to preferye the fait|^^iof Treaties, or 

the aggreffipri of ,a deii^a^d Fbc, 

other pprpofe wiiich if hot dcch Wt ^lKilh 

every art of.eloqueocie |sjin 

cover.'^ 
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ilh Nation defpifes Chrifiianity ? Or muft our 
pompous, and perhaps ufeful, Embally to China 
be recalied, becaufc the inferior Chinefe arc Pa. 
gans, and their literary Mandarins are Athcitlic 
Philofophers ? Muft the plains of all Euroj c be 
deluged with human blood for a Creed ? And 
muft wc become the enemies of by far the 
gfeareft part of mankind for fuch a rcafon as 
this ? I ven tlie Kntluifiafin of Mr. Dil'- 

ciples would revolt at fuch aofiirdity. — But the 
French Republic has been founded on principles 
of Anarchy and Confufion ; tumult and rnallacic 
have difgraced its origin ; and, after many iatcr- 
mediate enormities, the murder ot the King has 
finifticd the horrors ot this laft Revolution, and 
will ftain the annals of France with ignon iny 
to the lateft pofterity. With grief I a^knou- 
ledge, that a more unjuft, a more atrocious deed 
than the murder of Louis the XVIth, is not to be 
found in Hiftory. 1 moft fincerely deplore that ad 
of vengeance as a* meafure equally unneceffary, 
impolitic, and unjuft, tending to retard the peace- 
ful fettlement of France, and to difgrace the 
caufe of Human Liberty in the eyes of mankind ; 
and affeding the intereft of this Country with 
peculiar fatality ; which, if that event had not 
occurred, would not have been expofed to 
the calamities of War. But what right has 
England to punifh the authors of this atro- 
city, or indeed to interfere in ""any manner 
in the internal affairs of that Country? The 

^ * domeftic 
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crimes committed by Individuals, 
c^r by the Ruling Power of any Nation, have 
nsvJr yet been held to be a juil caufc of 
Criraeb of uncommon magnitude indeed 
luve been committed in I’raiice j but whether 
tiic actors ot thofe crimes (liould be punillted — bv 
whom — and how — thefe are queitions on whicn 
;iot the Auitrian, not the Pruliian, or Englilli 
Cuurt, but the People of France alone, mult de-*^ 
tcrniinc. When a great Princefs imprifoned 
her Huiband^ and mounted his vacant ihronc, 
ycihaps that Revolution was completed by means 
:isc!ark and horrible as the late atrocious aft 
'vv lucli every good man mull lament. And yet no 
war of punihiment enlued j vengeance was left 
to Him to whom vengeance belongs, liut the 
tolly is too apparent for any farther elucidation 
going to \Var to punifh the innocent Many 
lor the crimes of the guilty Few, and thus wan* 
tonly to add to thofe miieries of the unfortu* 
f'-uc !mman race, the enormous fum of wliidi 
a tTecl to deplore. 

But the principles of Liberty and Equality lead 
directly to Anarchy and Ruin ; they are conta* 
gious principles, and the introduftion of then® 
this Country can be prevented by War alone, 
h were more juft to aiTert, that ail great Revo# 
rations in Government, on whatever principle 
may be condufted, arc ufually pr oduftive of 
teo^porary confufion and many enormities; and, 
proportion to the extent and importance of 
N 4 the 



the changes effefted, will be the deration and 
extent of tbefe confeq'uent evils. But, fince the 
obnoxious principles have been predominant in 
America near twenty years, and have there pro- 
dneed the inoft happy tranquillity and good 
order- it is evident that they arc not principles 
neceffarily deftruftive of the end for which So- 
ciety was formed.— The love of Liberty is an 
inherent pafllon of the human mind ; neither 
art, nor force, nor any human authority, can 
wholly eradicate this paffion : Hence the conta- 
gious elFecl of the French dodrines upon the 
enflaved Peafants of Germany and Poland, of 
Spain and Italy. Nature meant them to be 
free 5 they are confeious it is their right, and 
every fibre of every heart beats high with the 
expeftation of deliverance. That thefc expec- 
tations niuft be realized to a certain degree in 
all the great Monarchies of the Continent, feems 
highly probable ; a little Iboner in Ibmc coun- 
tries, a little later in others j with more or kfs 
violent convuMions in all, as various unforefeen 
drcuinfiances, combined with the prudence or 

the infanity of their refpeftive Governments, 

may determine. England alone perhaps is that 
European Country in which it is pofiible that the 
wilUoxu of Government might happily prevent 
any great contuffion; bccaufc the People of 
land have not to feek for Freedom in a new 
Confiitution ; freedom and cqpd protection 
of property and perfonal iafety, are the Rights 
wluch, in Ibeculation, arc held out to all by our 
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{fftfent Conftitution. To bring theory 
prafticc more together, to correct abufes of re- 
cent introduftion,Tind to reftore our Parliament 
to the purity of its original inftitution, are bene- 
fits which our wifeft Patriots have laboured to 
attain ; which our greateft Statefthen have 
thought attainable by peaceful means ; and with 
which the Lnglilh People undoubtedly would\ 
be content. They are induftrious, they are' 
peiceful, they wiih to enjoy the fruits of their 
induftry without a W?r, and to recover their 
lolt weight in our mixed Frame of Govern- 
ment, without the hazards of a Revolution. By 
I'erlcvering in the fyftem of a neutrality with 
France, and adopting the fpirit of yoUr mo- 
derate propofitions of Reform, the Cabinet 
iTiight preferve their Countrymen Trom the 
vireaded infedion of France; but oppofite mca- 
iurcs will probably produce a contrary effedf.— 
h is from the prevalence of Mr. Burke’s Politics 
alone among the upper clafles of Society, that 
^he rife of any dangerous difaffeffion in ^this ^ 
Country is to be apprehended. To the plain 
knfc of Fnglifiimen, a War commenced with 
1* ranee on his principles, miift appear to be a 
War on French Liberty, to beat down the equi- 
table claims of Reformation here, and eventually 
to deftroy every valuable Right of the People. 
Such will be the fufpeded fhbtiVes for plunging 
this Country in a War in which our fleets may 
^ vi^orious, but in which even our fuccefles 
ttiuft be ruinous,— For views thus wild and 

chimerical, . 
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chimerical, the Nation, whofe wounds received 
in the late War with America are hardly yet 
clofcd up, mull prepare to bleed atreih : For 
objeOs rhu» odiours and dctelUbie, the inctuUrb 
oUfi dalles ot the People mull forego their com. 
forts, the Ihoulders airea<!y galled with Taxes, 
the pcriucious coale4Ucuce oi lorriier iiijuilhc 
a<nd iolly, juuit ihbuat again to new and heavier 
impoiilions. Ihcy v-ili be chearfuily votul, 
no doubt, by tlie I’ailht'ui Coininons, but il.e 
Commons will no longer enjoy theconhdenceoi 
v'hc Public ; every vote ot credit or iupply will 
then increalc the general difgull } and inoaid 
no great d»lailer beiali us in tiic courll* oi 
liofnaiics, fhould nothing unfortunate bre.ik 
lorth ia Ireland or Ameiica, tiic xnere protraaiun 
of the War rnuil exhauii the patience of a dii- 
abuied People. But what may be the contagi* 
ems Cifei’t of French opinions on a Nation lick 
of the War of Kings, groaning under anim 
tolci able load or faxes, and hopeicis ot redreb. 
trooi Men whom they will ccalc to conlidcr .^5 
their Rcpreleutativcs, it is needlcfs to ftatej to 
forefee ii is eaiy, to prevent it may become ini- 
pollibk. 

But thefe, I am perfuaded, are not the mo- 
tives which piepondcrate in your mind upo^^ 
this momentous occafion, and impel it, with io 
much impetuofuy, to a War w ith PTance. Ihi- 
doubtedly you arc influenced by other reafoJtS 
lefs unbecoming aStatefmau, Icfs unw^orthy the 
Son of Chathaiti. , 
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Ihc obnoxious Decree by the National Con- 
vention of France, on the 19th of November, 
lus been infixed on .as a warrantable 
riu!c oI VV"ar. But, as a fublcqucnt explanation 
, r thdt juUly obnoxious Decree has removed all 
,ri)und of apprel^enlion that it is the intention 
V r France to excite Rebellion againit the adfual 
bovernment of any neutral Nation, the Decree 
;a qucuiori maybe difmiffed without any far-. 
co!du location. 

Tiie ol)ligation to reflft the op-^ning of the 
; c’u*!Jt has been infiilcd on with iliil more 
iwice. We are bound by d reary to the Dutch 
t'* prevent the ficc Naxigation of tliat river. 

Convention of IVincc have declared 
rciblation tint the Navigation of it 
I’KilI he free. But the Dutch, yenj fairly ac- 
hnowlcdgo, hive not made any rcquifiiion to 
Britain to fulfil that engagement. Keafons of 
jtudeniial Policy, anfing prol)ably from the 
' -iTaded ftatc of Parties in Holland, as well as 
h in tlie great Military force of France now 
' ‘ c i on their Frontiers, and ready to invade 
‘ -'It defcncclefs territory on the firft breach 
tiieir Neutrality, may well incline them to 
and to wave our interference to oppofc 
opening of the Scheldt, 
uional juftice furely does not require that we 
uld urge the Cabinet at the Hague, againft 
■nclinaiion, and, perhaps, againft the intereft 
the Dutch People, to engage in a War with 
i tancc. Of the iuterefts and of the dangers of 

their 
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their Country they are the beft and the only 
proper judges. At this moment, our interpo. 
lition to excite tliem to Hoftilities, inlkad ct 
being the prudent and faithful difeharge of our 
duty, as their Ally, feeins to be an officious and 
unfeai'onable interference, which may expok 
them to the greatell dangers. By perfevering 
in their Neutrality, the United Provinces might 
remain fafe and unmolefted amidft furrounding 
Armies. But fliould they abandon their pa- 
cific fyftem, at the inftigation of Britain, it is 
not improbable, that an immediate irruption 
by the Army of France may produce in thok 
Provinces the moft fatal confequenccs ; a ditlo- 
lution of their ancient Government, and a New 
Conftitution on the hated principles of France. 
But in the event of a War thefe impending 
perils may be averted by timely fuccour from 
the Pruflian Army, and the officious friendfliip 
of Britain may not prove the ruin of her Aliy. 
“J'his will be a truly fortunate efcape for Hol- 
land j yet the dangerous Policy of our Cabinet 
cannot be popular in that Country ; and in thb, 
i moreipccious reafons will be iieceffary to julUfy 
to thdr Countrymen their eagernefs for War, 

. than the obligation of a Treaty, for the fulfill- 
ment of whi^ no requifition has been made. 

More fpecioii^ reafons for a rupture with 
France are, bov^cver, fufficicaatly pbviou^— 
ift, It has bee^ iUd that we ought tp engag‘d 
^ in a War to- prevent the aggrandifement of 

France.-^ 
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France. — id. It has been thought, probably, that 
we ought to feize this fortunate opportunity to 
aggrandize Britain. 

The firft of thefc confidcrations has been 
much iniifted on by yourfelf in your fpcech in 
Fariianient on the ift of February, and it muft 
be owned that it bears the femblance of found 
policy ; but, on examination, the appfelienfion 
of danger to the independence of Europe from 
the arms of France, will be found, I conceive, 
to be unfupported by any folid grounds, either 
of facb or of political fpeculation. The fecond 
(it thefe confiderations has not been expreftly 
ftated in any fpeech in Parliament which has 
fallen under my infpe^ion j but as it appears 
probable that it may have had a confiderablc in- 
fluence on the Cabinet, and ftill more on that 
parr of the Parliament and the Nation which is 
inclined to War, it may merit a didincl exa- 
niination. 

On the firft topioi, I am willing to concede, 
that a luft of power, which is often the ruling 
pafTion of great dcfpotic Princes, may be found 
fometimes predominant in Popular Senates } and 
t^tore particularly, that the dcligns of the Na- 
tional Convention are probab-y as unjuft and 
ambitious as the views of Louis the XIV th, and 
Jn this refpeA more culpable, that a thirft of 
conqueft is contradidory to their profeffed prin- 
t^pies of peace and r deration j and though the 
Government of Fra* ^ j is in an unfettled ftate, 

though 
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thoug;h much of her wealth has httn hoardr 
't)r exported, and many of her (htizens hL - 
bocn loft to that Country by maffacrc, banii! . 
nent, and emigration; yet, notwithfrand’''.^ 
tlicfc difidvaniages, there ftiil feems to remain 
to the bfational Convention, a greater df;er' : 
ot Political Power than was polleffcd by th.it 
JvTonarc.h ; a greater population, a more tMci.* 
five fund of credit, and. a niorc ardent nliliury 
H{)Irit, pervadi!!g the wliole body of tlic Nafit ; , 
But the IVinccs already or*p»>fcd to the Xaiioi ri' 
Convention, appear fufftricntly able to chc/r; 
and defeat their liafty proje<f^s of aggrandii* 
n.cnt. — Since the age of Louis the XlVth, thj 
power of the Au ft riari Monarchy has been ii. 
creafed in a nnich greater proportion than th.n 
of France, d'he difeontenr^ in Hungary, whi. 
fo greatly weakened the Kmperors, who we:-’ 
* ti'.e antagonifts of Louis, have, by the wirdc"* 
and ubiiity of the fucreeding Auftrian Mi * 
n irclis, been happily compofed ; and the whe!: 
force of that Monarchy may now be turn’ i 
againft I'rancc, to which it is in populatrjn a.' 
moft e4|ua!dn the number of its difeiplined trocp> 
lately much fuperior, with Revenues not very 
irferior to thofe of the Republic. To this for- 
tnidablc force,, let that of the Pruftian Monardiy 
be added ; which, from infignificance in the 
of Louis the XlVth, has rifen to a rank near!) 
equal In MiUtary Powder to that of the greateft 
Empires of Europe. When to the force of tbefc 

tw^o 
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rs'o Monarchies is added that of the Gennanio 
Empire, Sardinia, and Ruilia, whofc pov/cr, tho' 
row fo preponderant, was, in the hiil Century, 
iiiile feic or refpecled in Europe; the mighty 
Ai cngth of this confederacy until appear, accord* 
ir.g to the ordinary rules of Political Kftimation 
much fnperior to that of France; and likely 
loon to wrefl from her, the conquefts die has 
made, without the aid of I^rltaln and her Ally. 

But what avail the fuperior numbers and 
difcipilne of the Allied Arnnes againft the ar- 
dour and enthufiafm of the Freemen of France ? 
Or what credit is due to tlie common calcula- 
ti(m5 of Political Arithmetic, wht n contradlcled 
by faefs and the aftu.il conqueiis of the French 
Armies ? To this dliticulty, I tiiliik, afatisf'aclory 
folution may be given. 

It b true, in Auguft lait the Armies of Au- 
hria and PruiTia, then preparing to attack 
France, and reftore the old del'potic Govern- 
tnent by force, in the opinions of the moft ex- 
perienced Military Officers, were greatly fupe- 
tior to any means of refiltance which the French 
Nation could oppole to them ; yet fuch w^as the 
Uncalculated power of their enlhufiafm to de- 
fend their Republican Liberty and the infulted 
Independence of their Country, fo completely 
did the ardour of Freedom fupply the want of 
difcipline in the Volunteer Armies of France, 
that, in a few weeks, the German Invaders were 
obliged to retreat before them with difgracc. 

Soon 
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Soon after that uncxpe(?^ccl fucccfs, the Frcrch 
Artnies, after a fliort ftruggle in the Nether, 
lands, took pofieffion of that Country arid of 
feme Frontier Diftricls of Germany, which, in 
the proud prefumption of certain conqueft, the 
Fncmies of France had left unprepared for de- 
fence. A fliort time before this period, Savoy 
and Nice alfo had been conquered with as little 
rlfque or trouble. But can it be fuppofed, tl.at 
the Volunteer Armies of France will ad with 
equal enthuiiafm to preferve the countries they 
have thus haftily over run ? or that the exttn* 
lion of the Frontieis of France is an objed as 
deeply interefting to the French People, as the 
defence of their National Rights and Liberty r 
Thefe fuppofitions arc contrary to all expericjice 
of human nature ; and they are contradided by 
the adual Rate of the French Armies. 

^ it is obfervable, in the human fpecies, that 
felf-prefcrvation is a ftronger and more uni- 
formly prevailing principle of adion than any 
other, though it may fometipaes be over-ruled 
by refentment, or fomc other of the malevolent 
and deftrudive paflions. But when this obfer- 
vation is extended from Individuals to whole 
Communities of Men, it is liable to no fuch 
exceptions. Nations will always be found to 
make greater efforts to defend themfelves, than 
to conquer or deftroy their antagonifts. And 
with this maxim,' the adual ftate of the Armies 
of F ranee feems to correfpond* The V olunteers 
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who flocked to the ftandard of DumourieTy 
when Champagne was invaded^ after having 
rcpulled the enemy beyond the boundaries of 
I r incc, no longer thought their fcrvice nccef- 
liiy j they quitted the Army, and returned to 
the bofom of their families. Of this fcceflion 
the Generals have frequently complained to the 
National Convention ^ but the means of pre- 
vention were not to be found. Attacked at 
.‘/Miic, it may be fafely predicted that France 
v«ll l)c found unconquerable; her National 
(iii.irds will defend her again with equal enthu- 
.' ilni, and with final, if not equal fucceis. But 
I’ut her Armies will be able to retain the coun- 
of which they have lately taken polleflion^ 
the force of the Auitrian and Pruffian 

• lonarchs, and the Powers combined with them, 

in apprclicnfion not countenanced by any 
•fparent probability. It is evident, at leaft, that 
hiiuin and Holland might fafely defer their ac- 

• hion to the Conlcdcraey till the events ofano* 

• r campaign had more dearly denionflr itcd 

relative force of the prefent combatants, 

‘" I confirmed, or wholly removed, the appie- 
'■-nium of danger from France. It would then 
.•'’■Car inanifeli, cither that our interpofition to 
|•'ivcnt any great incrcafe of the power of 

• ynce, was unncccflary, and thus a great na- 

calamity would be prevented; or, if there 
an evident neceflity for War, to prevent 
''^‘‘Serous aggrandifement of tlic French Re- 
O public. 
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public, that ne^-cnity would reconcile this Na- 
tion to the unavoidable prelTure of new Taxes ; 
and thus the danger of internal commotion 
would be avoided. 

ad. But it may be thought, if the Nations at pre- 
fent engaged in War with France are more than 
equal in power to that country, and likely to 
recover the conquered provinces almok as 
quickly as they were loft, that fuppofition con- 
firms the policy of an immediate commencemcr.; 
of hoftilities, on the part of Britain, with a 
view to aggrandife this Country at the cxpciicc 
of France. How unjuft is this rcafon for War ■ 
How unfit, therefore, cither to be adopted rr 
avowed. And yet, in the prefent fituation o* 
this Country, it is not more unjuft and unl;c- 
coming, than it is impolitic and unfafe. Thor, 
is another, a more fafe .and honourable w.iy t > 
aggrandife Britain, by adhering to a Pacific Sj i- 
tem, by forbearing to harrafs the Commcrcu'. 
and ManufaAuring induftry of the Country witl^ 
nccdlefs Wars and needlefs Armaments, by pc: - 
fevering in a plan of Public Oeconomy, and d;- 
minilhing the Debts and Taxes of the N.itica- 
thofc efpccially which bear hard on the Pocrei' 
Claffes of the Community. This is the true po- 
licy of a State like that of Britain, encumbercc 
w’ith debts, and perplexed by the difeontents o. 
its fubjeAs. . Thefe arc the conquefts of ’ 
thefe arc cheap and inoffenfive ways of aggrajl- 
difement, which -would equally augment 

• Politic-- 
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T’olitical Power of our Country ajid Incrcafe the 
nuMiis of comfort and fatisfaclion to every in- 
dividual in it. But, after having fucccftfully 
puiiucd this policy for foine years, and gradually 
reRored their almoft ruined Country to profpe- 
rlty and fplcndour, the Cabinet feem to have 
abandoned this Pacific Syftcm as if weary of the 
tame uniformity of Peace, and at laft regardlefs 
ot tint applaufe with which their generous ncu« 
tralii y to France had been rewarded. Widely dif* 
icrent from their firit peaceful fyftein was the po- 
licy of the late War againtt the Sultan ofMyfore^ 
at ihc opening cf it, France was too much difa- 
blcd, by the convulfions confeuu«nt on the firft 
Uevolution, to alTift her Eaftdndian Ally ; the 
''Opportunity was too tempting to be pafifed, and 
^ bough feme recent Declarations of Parliament, 
protcuing againft any farther encroachments in 
India, feerned not quite reconcilable to thefe 
obit ions views, the War was approved by 
PuMament, and a great part of the territories of 
iippoo Sultan was foon afterwards divided 
^’.rnong the Confederate Powers of Briton, the 
bdzarn, and the Mahraitas. And now another 
opportunity, nc' lefs tempting, prefents itfelf in 
bic Weft. The French Sugar Iflands are in a 
Rate of great difeontent, if not of Counter-Re- 
^Riuion ; to take pofleffion of thefe Iflands, and 
the other Colonies of France, perhaps, with 
previous approbation of the Inhabitants, 
'^ould be an cafy enterprife for the Fleets of 
O 2 Britain 



C ] 

Britain. And what good Citizen would repine 
to pay additional Taxes, for a few years, to 
fupport a War of Glory and National Aggrar.- 
difcnient? By ihefe fplendid objects a part of the 
Nation may, for a time, be dazzled ; it may be 
deaf to every reinonftrance of prudence, and 
infenfible to every impreffion of juftice ; and 
while this moral ftupefa<5lion lads the fiiccefs of 
projefts which no one dares to avow, and yet, 
which no one doubts are formed, will be ap- 
plauded by that part of the Nation. At laft, 
the ftrong preflure of diftrefs will make itfelf 
felt ; for it wdll not be alhort War, nor will few* 
Taxes be wanted ; the French are combating 
for all that can be dear to man, for the Liberty 
Civil and Religious which they have chofen to 
cftabliOi, for the independence, the exiflencc or 
their Country. proportion to the value or 
thefe objefts, their refiftance will be vigorous 
and perfevering ; their divifions will be in a 
great mcafure healed up by the necefTity of feh- 
fence, againft their common foes, their hatred 
of Monarchy will be confirmed, and their aid* 
mofity againft the unhappy Family, whofe in- 
tereft has been the oftenfible caufe of the War, 
will become Icfs furious, perhaps, but more in- 
veterate and iniplacable. • ' Their expenditure 
will, indeed, be enormous ; their naval equip- 
nients will add confiderably to the immenfe ex- 
pcnces of one of the largcft Armies in Europe. M* 
ready their trade is nearly ruined, and their taxe> 

novv' 
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uow very deficient, muft become more unpro- 
daclive during the Wan But ftill their re- 
fourccs to fupport it are great indeed, and equal 
to the longeft ftruggle, for they are adequate to 
the extent of thofe confifeations, the feverity of 
\vhich wc fo juftly condemn. In the courfe of 
this ftruggle, therefore, it is probable, that the 
means an^ the patience of the Englifh people 
will be liril exhaufted ; and then awaking from 
their dreams of glory and vengeance, they will 
lee the precipice of National Bankruptcy juft be- 
fore them j and whether, at that moment, the 
acquifuion of three or four Sugar Iflands will ap- 
pear a fufficient compenfation for the miferics 
felt and apprehended, is a queftion to which the 
true aiifwer is fuflkiently obvious. Men en- 
ridicd by the ofScial emoluments of a War, 
men thriving under the patronage of the Crown, 
ir.creafed by the New Eftablifhments, civil and 
military, in the conquered Iflands, will think it 
- f utunatc War for them ; but the great body 
the nation will feel itfclf impoverifhed and 
^iiulone by its vidories ; their property they 
v/ill perceive has been devoured by that very 
mcaiure which will have fed the now dangerous 
iuUucnce of the Crowni to a truly fornndable 
hze. The alarm for the Liberty of Britain wdll 
^gain become univerfal, as it was fomc years 
before the clofc of the Civil War with America; 
^nd that alarm, combined with thccaufcsol dif- 
concent already exifting in the country, may too 
P r o 1} abi y pr o due c a d egr co o f p o p u 1 a r c il c r v cl c c n c e 
O 3 mucli 
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much furpaffing what was then experienced. I 
intreat you, Sir, once more to attend to thefe pc 
rilous circurnftances, to confider the actual iitua- 
tion of Ireland, the unfatisfied claims of Ame* 
rica, her attachment to France, and the proba* 
bility, the certainty, I had almoft faid, that if 
the danger of her Ally fliould become extreme 
by the jundion of Britain and Holland, with 
the great Continental Powers combined againh 
her, Ihe will repay her debt of gratitude to 
France by defending the Liberty ojf' that Coun* 
try to which flic owes her own : And, after 
having taken a comprehcnfive furvey of all 
thefe ilarming clrcumflances, then fay, if you 
can, that the profped: does not appall you. 

1 have now. Sir, communicated my reafons for 
difappyoving (he intended War with France, arid 
alfo feme other parts of your conduct as a Mem- 
ber ol the Cabinet, and an Individual Member 
of Parliament. For the freedom of this Addrefs, 
you will think no apology neceifary ; you will 
readily aferibe it to its true caufe. My motive?, 
I am confident, you cannot but approve, hoW' 
ever my arguments may fail to make the defircd 
impreflion on your mind. I conclude this let- 
ter, 1 niuft own, with much fainter hopes than 
I began it, tliat a rupture with France may )et 
be prevented. The Minifters of that Country 
had made repeated overtures of conciliation to 
the Cabinet of London ; they were evidently 
unwilling to enter into Jlofliliiies againft the 
Britifli nation. And you, Sir, in your fpeech 

in 
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jn Parliament on the ift of February, appeared 
willing, to the laft moment, to liften to terms 
oF accommodation. From thefe circumftances, 
the hope was hill cheriflied, not only that a War 
between Britain and France might be averted, 
but that, by your wife and humane intcrcefEon, 
the general tranquillity of Europe alfo might 
be rcftored. 

But the events of a few days have almoft totally 
^'euroyed the poflibility of an accommodation. 
I he embargo laid upon Britifli veflels in the 
ports of France, the unfortunate confequcnce of 
the difmiflion of M. Chauvelin ; and, upon that 
intelligence, the more unfortunate order to M. 
Maret to depart the kingdom, * without having 
been permitted to Hate the frcfli overtures of 
pu'ification, the frefli proofs of their refpecl: for 
this Country, and their dcllre to continue in 
an\ity with it, with which he was charged by 
the Executive Government of France, feem 
hardly to leave the fhadow of a hope, that Peace 
‘ an be prclerved. If a War be commenced, it 
i) my earned prayer, t*liat Providence may be 
pk’afcd to fliorten the calamities which await 
this devoted Country. 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, 

Vour mod obedient and mod humble iervant, 

C. WVVILL, 

Fo the Right lion. 7 
William Pitt. 5 


* So tranfaiftion is unUerftooU at prefent.— 1 flioulil btf ex- 


10 find it is a miltakc. 
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OF THE 

SOCIETT of FRIENDS of the rEOriE, 

IN THE YEAR 1794. 

With their Reports on the State of Rcprcfcnti- 
tion ot England and Scotland ; Petition > 
and other Papers rcfpecling the Motion of 
Charles Grey, Eh]-, on the 6th of M\y, 
1793, for eficcling a Reformation of Par 
liament. 


Declaration agreed to on the iith of April '79^’ 
by the Society entitled the Friends of the People, 
iijfociated for the Purpofe of obtaining a Parlia- 
mentary Reform. 

A Number of Perfons having ferioiifly 
jiX viewed and confidered the adual htiu- 
‘‘ tion of public affairs, and Rate of the king' 
“ dom, and having communicated to each otluT 
“ their opinions on thefe fubjccls, have agreed 
“ and determined to iiiftitute a Society for the 

‘‘ pur no' r 
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‘‘ purpofe of propofing to Parliament and to 
‘‘ the Country, and of promoting to the utmoft 
- of their power, the following Conftitutional 
‘‘ Object, making the prefervation of the Con- 
ftitution, on its true principles, the foundation 
of all their proceedings* 

/-.//. — “To rcftorc the Freedom of Elcffion, 
“ and a more equal Reprefentation of the Peo- 
“ pic in Parliament. 

ot fondly . — To fccure to the People a more 
" frequent cxercife of their Right of Elcding 
ihcir Reprefentatives. 

1 he Perfons who have figned their names 
to iliis agreement, think that thefe two funda- 
‘ uicntal ineafures will furnilh the power and 
'• the means of correcting the abul'cs, which 
“ appear to them to have arifen from a neglc(fl 
“ ri the acknowledged Principles of the Con- 
‘‘ liitutlon, and of accomplifhing thofc fubor- 
‘‘ dinate Objects of Reform, which they deem 
" be cficmial to the Liberties of the People, 

“ "tiul to the good Government of the King- 


SIGNED BY 


‘"-ItsGroy, T-fq; M. P. 

'f'- I hoi. Maiii.ind, M. P. 
j ■ Rou.s riq; 

• .in Cunin.'h.ime, EHu 
’ - ‘7 r'^cddcll, Eiq; 

'>f Liudci dale, 

•p * -:'m Raynsford, Efq; 

Mickint.jfh.Lfq; 

‘ -n-ai ChriUic, Efq; 


Malcolm I.ainiif, Efq; 

Hiijht Hon. LokI Kinnairtl 
J.imes Archdekin, tfj; 
Williarn Haiwoo*!, Kfq; 
Da\id Oorlfrey, Elq; 

Itipqin^ Edcu, Jifq; 

Phihp Fiancis Elq; M. P. 

Charles Goroj^j, Kfq; 

John Itu.'ford SlvJUv., Efq; 

\V'. H, LimUoi], 
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W. H. Lambton, E(q; M. P. 
John Godfrey, Efq; 

Ocorge Tierney, Efq; 

Arthur Piggott, Efq; 

J. B. Church; Efq; M. P* 
Gilbert Ironfide, Efq; 

T. B. Hollis, Efq; 

S. Whitbread, jun. Ef<j;M.P. 
Eir J. Throckmorton, Bart. 
iM. A. Tavlor, Efq; M. P. 
William B\cton, Efq; 

1 horna* Rogers, Elq; 

Hon. Thomas Eifitine, M. P. 
P. Knight, Efq; 

Thna. Thompfon, E.fq; M. P. 
Colonel Tarlcton, M. P. 

JHr. Serjeant Bond, 

William Lulhington, ETq; 
Samuel Rogers, Efq; 

Peregrine Dcaltiy, Efq; 

R. B, Sheridan. Efq; M. P. 
William Fnllarton, Efj; 
■Norman Macleod, Elq; M. P. 
James Lofli, Efq; 

Mr. Aldm. Sawbiidge, M. P, 
Richard W. ld, Efq; 

John Claridge, Efq; 

John Wharton, Efq; M. P. 
James Martin, Efq; M. P. 
William Smith, Efq; M. P. 
John Sv:ott, Efq; M. P. 

Sir Bellingham Graham, Bart. 
George byn^, Efq; M. P. 
John Cartwright, Efq; 

Jer. Bailey, Elq; 

R.dph Carr, jun. Efq; 

Ralph Milba'nke, Efq; M. P. 
Henry Howard, Efq; 

B. E. Howard, Efq; 

F. B. Clive, Efq; 

Henry Howard, Efq; M. P. 
John i^dch, Efq; 

John KicholU, Efq; 

Jofeph Richaidfon, Efq; 

John Towgood, Efq; 

William Chirt.olm, Efq; 

John Fazakerlcy, Efq; 
Richard S. Milnes, Efq; M. P. 
Samuel Shore, Efq; 


Samuel Shore, jam Efe? 
Charles Warren, Efq; 
Long Kingfman, Efq; 
Edw'ard Jer. Curteis, Efa; 
Samuel Long, Efq; M. i ’ 
John Bourdieu, Efq; 

T. B. Rous, EIIti; 

D. O’Bryen, Elq; 

J. Lodge Batley, Efq; 
James Well, Efq; 

Rich. Carpenter Smith, T V 
W.Powlett PowleltjEfq, M 
George Livius, Efq; 

Right Hon. Loid Daer, 
Hon. Jolm Douglas, 

Rev Dr. Kippis, 

James Jacque, Efq; 
Franci.s Love Beckforc!, L.’ 
Adam Walker, E.fq; 
Richard Sharp, Efq; 

Rev. Dr. JuEph 'Eower', 
John Euinell 'I'uffcn, Eiq; 
John Clerk, Efq; 
nTomap Bell, Efq; 

John Willon, Elq; 

Andievv Stilling, Efq: 
Richaul Heavifnie, bi'i: 
Mr. Alderman Combe, 
Robert Merry, Efq; 
George Shorn, EfiR 
J. G. Lemaiftre, Efq; 
James Perry, Efq; 

Henry Clifford, Ffq;_ 
John CrookflianWs, 

John Piatt, Efq; 

W. Maxwell, Efq; 

T. Hill, Efq; 

J. C. Bentley, Efq; 
Thomas Bell, jun. Efq: 
Richard Wilfon, Elqi 
Mr. j. Jarvis, 

C. F. Ward, Efq; 

Rev. C. Powlett, 

William White. Efqt 
T. Holt White, Efq; 

W. Stone, Efq; 

Jolhua Grigby, Efq* 
Robert Aiiken, EhP 
Jofeph Spurrell, 
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rr.omas Ncvill, Efq; 
r. 

Sla.ltf, Eiq; 

• 1 ,’. Kemble, £fq; 

U ,, am Sh.irp, Efq; 

' biines, Eiq; 

'j Rule, Efq; 
r (Jordan, Efq; 

. j. Grilbn, 

' * i -In .it<l Hall, 

. .jHi Bofville, Efq; 


John Redman, Efq; 

J. Philips, Efq; 

J. porter, Efq; 
j. B. Gawler, Efq; 

Rev. J. C. Banks, 

Bertie Greatheed, Elq; 
Thomas Crookenden, Efq; 
Ben. Bakcwcll, Efq; 

Col. Haftings, 

p. E. Mac-donnel, Efq. 


bON-RFSIDENT MEMBERS who have figned thePECLA- 

RATION, 

T\ij;ht Hon. the Earl of Buchan, Scotlan.L 
Sir J. E. Swinburne, Bart. Northumberland * 

ProfclTur Millar, Clnfgow* 

G. Llovd, Efq; Suffolk, 

VV. Beiniam, Efq; Bedford, 

<^4pel Loft, Efq; Suffolk, 

\V. Davy, Efq; Dei'oujhire, 

Jimc'; Millies, Efq; Torkjhtre, 

Robert Monleith, Elq; Glafgaiv, 

J. Rich art! fon, Efq; Glofgj'-jo, 

J , 1 .o n I , E fq ; Cumber land, 
j. GiJijby, jun. Efq; Suffolk, 

TREASURERS. 

Right Honourable Lord Kinnaird. 

George Xierncy, Efq; 


REGULATIONS, 
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R RGULATIONS. 

I. -p ESOLVED, That the title of this Soclr- 
be. The Friends of the Peopm, j 
dat:dfor ibc pt^rpofe of obtaining a Par haniaiiv > 
Reform. 

II. That the Declaration agreed upon at t! ' 
Meeting of the iith of Aprils 1792, c>:pa(.(. 
the political obje^s of this Society. 

III. ''rhat no perfon be capable of bccoinin; ^ 
Member of this Society until he has cxprcili 1 
his Aft'ent, by fubicribing his name to the al)Q^ c* 
mentioned Declaration. 

IV. That every Candidate for adnulL'()n t . 
this Society fhall be propofed and feconded i } 
two of its Members, and ballotted for at i'.’ 
fuccccding Meeting. 

V. That the Elcdion of Members flial! be 1; 
Ibdlott, and that no Candidate lhall be Jeeir.t’ t 
duly defied, unlefs it fhall appear that lu ■ 
chofeu by nine-tenths of the Members I'rdor.*- 

VI. Tliat until the Society fhall confil't ot i>r‘ 
hundred and fifty Members, no Ballott fiiaH ’ 
taken, or other bufinefs begun, unlefs a nuinb<' < 

not Ids than one third of t lie Members of - 

Society be prefent. 

VIL That a General Meeting of this Sowot;- 
be hold at Freemafons* Favern^ at one o’clock • 
the forcnooiu on the firft Saturday in evt-; 
month, during the Sitting of Parliament. 

vin.'i-- 
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VIII. That the Members of this Society be 
<iuly lummoned to every General Meeting, and 
:hat for that purpofe they enter their places of 
abode in a book, to be kept by the Committee. 

IX. That a Committee, confining of twelve 
Perlbns, be appointed, one fourth of which ftxall 
be replaced by Elcdion, at each General Meet- 
ir.g of the Society. 

X. rhat this Committee he empowered to 
vondurt the ordinary corrcfpondencc with all 
Ir iividuais or Societies, defirous of promoting 

• he ( aufe of Parliamentary Reform. 

XI. That the duty of this ('ommittec fiiall be 
to prepare fucli bufinefs as fhall appear to them 
I’.t to be laid before the General Meetings of the 
Society; and that they fhall be rcquclled to 
^rasv up fuch Refoiutions as they lltall deem 
juoper to be fubrnitteS to their confidcration. 

XlL d liat this Comnjittce be licrcby enjoined 
"ncUy to conform in all their corrdpondcnce, 
-r otjicr cvominunications, to tlic principles con- 
in the Declaration of the iith of April, 

-‘^Ilh That fucli Committee have power and 
2'^Lu)nty to regulate the mode of their own 
['‘jceeding, conforming to the general rules 

i occafional inftruclions of the Society, and 

* to employ any Clerks at the cxpcnce of the 

and to draw upon the Treafurer for any 
l iiLs which they may find ncccffary for their 
I tor-^edings. 


XIV. Thar 
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XIV* That it be a general inftrucllon to tn- 
Committee, ip their correfpondence, to aciviic 
all Friends of Parliamentary Reform, to fonn 
themfelves into fimilar Societies, on fnnilr 
principles, in all parts of the Kingdom ; ai.J 
that a copy of the Declaration of the nth f.: 
April, be tranfmitted to all fuch Societies. 

XV. That, to defray the necefl’ary expeno . 
of the Society, each Member fhall, on hi, k;. 
miflion, pay to the Treafurer, Two GiiniCiU . 
a Half^ and continue the fame payment annual’ , 
computed from Lady-Day, 1792. 

XVI. That two Treafurers fliall be annua.’:;, 
appointed to receive the Contributions oi tl: 
Members, and that they Ihall be empowered t 
ilTuc money upon the order of the Coniinittic. 
or the vote of a General Meeting. 

XVII. That the Comiliittee be empowered * 
call extraordinary Meetings of the Society, giv- 
ing as much previous notice to the Membcii. > 
the exigency of the bufinefs may permit. 

XVIII. That, in order to promote the I 

blifliment of fimilar Societies in other part> si' 
the Kingdom, one hundred non-refident Men: 
bers fiaall be admitted into this Society, bci’ ? 
propofed and chofen according to the rulc'. n. 
ballotting. 

XIX, That fuch non-refident Members in ' 
fubferibe one guinea annually, to the Gene: 
Fund : and a written authoritv, for iniern: - 

their names in the books of the Society, ^ 
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be lodged in the hands of the Secretary by the 
propofing Member. Such Members during 
tiR'ir occafional refidence in London, and at- 
tendance on the Society, being entitled to all 
the Rights of ordinary Members. 

XK. That fuch non-refident Members fhall 
figii the Declaration of this Society, of the nth 
ur April, 1792, fubjoined as follows : 

I agree fully to the principles 

in the above Dccliration of the nth of April, 179?, by 
•“c S'K.ctv of the Friends of the People, and am dcfirous of being: 

’ into the AfTociation as a non-refident Member, my rcfi- 
j TL'c It a d'flince from London preventing my attendance on the 
.. ewni y Mcciings of the Society, 

(Signed) 


Fr-XEmasoss’ Tavern, zStb jiprily 


**: .? General Meeting of the Society cfahli/hed on 
* iith injlant^ under ihe title of the Friends 
'<^J the People, ajfociatcd for the purpofe of cb- 
taiuing a Parliamentary Reform, 

n. LAMBTON, Efq; M. P. in the Chair, 

R ead the draught of an Addrefs to the Pen- 
pie of Great Britain, contained in the 
of the Committee. 


Refolved 
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Refolvcd unanimoufljr. 

That the faid Addrcfs is approved of an^I 
adopted by this Meeting, and that it be printed. 


Address to the People of Great Britain. 

NO man, who is not ready to exprefs his con 
currence in our principles by figning the Decla- 
ration, can be admitted into our Sociciy.-- 
The obje^s of it, as we conceive, arc of a I. *' 
turc at all times fit to be purlucd and rcconi- 
mended to the Country. At different peri » 1. 
they have heretofore been avowed and inp- 
ported by the higheft authorities in this kin;;- 
doni ; by eminent individuals, and conlidcraln. 
bodies of men ; by Mr. Locke and Judge 
(lone; by the late Earl of Chatham, and 
George Savile ; by the Duke of Richmond, tii ' 
Marquis of Lanfdown, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. 
by Petitions from fcveral Counties, and by u- 
pcated Declarations fn m the City of London- 

In appealing to the avowed opinions of iric « 
of eftablifhed reputation, or of diftingudhcw. 
rank in their Country, vve do not 
ilrcngthcn the reafon or enforce the ncceiHj; 
of the mcafure wc propofc, fo much as to 0 ' 
viatc all perfonnl imputations, which the ent 
mies of the caufe will be ready to throw upo.» 
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ihofc who fupport It* It is not, that on ou^^ 
iuount, wc dread the eftea or regard the im* 

I rcllion, which fuch imputations may produce* 
But we think it material to the credit and fuc- 
ceb of our proceedings to ftiew, that we are 
iwL aiming at Reforms unthought of by wife 
:i;J virtuous men ; that our opinions neither 
pnlt'cH the advantage, nor are liable to the ob* 

; rion of novelty ; and that we cannot be ac- 
ulcd or fufpcoled of fadious purpofes, or dan- 
..loiis defigns without extending the fame 
i .ui ulon or fufpicion to the motives of men, 
v i) >ic fituation and property, independent of 
fneir charader, principles, and abilities, have 
L^iven them a moft important ilake in the peace 
a d good government of the kingdom* 
Convinced by our own refledions, by expe- 
‘loiKc, and by authority, that the thing we 
;ropofc to do, is fit to be done, we have, with 
' rail deliberation, weighecl the reafons that 
‘i) recommend, or be objeded to the prefent 
'ia.c, as the moft or leaft proper for bringing it 
ward. On this point, we have no addrefs 
' ' niake, to the determined enemies of a Re- 


■ ’‘iii 

■did 


^vh{) 

'•'dcr 



of every kind. Their objedion, whether 
7 or not, is to the fubftance of the meafure, 
cannot be abated by .circumllanccs. 'fo 
who concur generally in the principle, but 
may be inclined by particular reafons to 
tile attempt, we ferioufly wifli to fubmit 
following confiderations ; that admitting 


P 


this 
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this to be a feafon of general tranquillltv in t! 
country, it is, on that account, the more pro- 
for temperate refledion, and prudent cxcrtio:. 
to accomplilh any neceffary improvement i- 
is the time when prac'lical njeafiircs for t;. 0 
purpofe, are moifl likely to be adopted with di‘. 
cretion and purfued with moderation. jr\ 
are perfuaded to wait for other times, (,>f .1 i . 
ferent complexion, for times of pnLlij 
plaint, or general difeontent, weflvalit';. 
told, that general remedies are not f:t *•) ’ 
propofed in the moment of particular dllord , 
and that it is our duty to wait for the return ' : 
quiet days, unlefs wc mean to create or ii-crc., . 
confuiion in the country, d’iie rc/blt of u - 
lemma, if it be fuflcrcd to prevail, is pure ai. : 
abfolutc inactivity at prefent, and for cwr. (' 
the other hand, if it be true, as we arc c ' • 
vinced it is, that in this general appearance * ^ 
tranquillity, tlierc is fume mixture of dileont .r' 
as well as of ilrong and well grounded opinr i., 
on the fubjecl of abufes in the Governmcn% u . : 
corruptions of tlic Conftitution, wc wiih b r 
, l)c confidcrcd by men, whofc judgmer.t i. ' 
been tormed or enlightened by experience, u. • 
whofc actions are moft likely to be dircLtcd b 
prudence, whether in taking proper mjati..' 

■ to remove the caufe and objcAs of inch e.- 
content, and opinion, the choice of the tinv: - 
not a material part ot the meafure ; and 
thcr tlic earliclt time that can be taken ter } ' 
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tl*c incrcafc of an cxifting evil, be not 
fik'!! and the beft ? 

Ti; ; (xamplc* and lituation of another king- 
.ire held out to deter us from innovations 
.}]) kind. We fay, that the Reforms we 
; v: in view arc not innovations. Our inten- 
‘ ' i-, iiLt to change, but to reilorc ; not to 

I il l, Init to re-iiilt.itc the Conilitntion upon 
r:'!:e pri!ici])lcs, and original ground. In the 
/a.*: oi perfons moft likely to reproach us 
.1 ipirit ot innovation, wcieeafuiid ground 
' ;r !r>r{irg the i mputatuni. 'Ihcir [n'oFefTions 
: hniiaiion of the beauty, and of zeal for the 
*' ’'lirv of the Con,(liiurion, appear to us too 
'a-h to be lincerc, cf])ecially when compared 
di dK/fe prarlit al viohitions, wilh wliich they 
■ e;.r tins beautiful fyitein to be invaded, and 
’ ' \'’iiieli they never retui'e to give their con- 
.\.e. fhey will not innovate, but they 
no ciicinics to gradual decay; as^if the 
iiiienlioly produced by time and nou* 
i J (jy neglect, were not in cifect the moll 
• ‘ :c’. V us innovations. But what fecurity have 
' ti;at the ddpofitions of fiich men are not 
'ning worle tiian paflivc ? How arc we 
* ‘dnu, in praifing the ConftituJion, their 
/ '‘n)n is not to adorn a victim, v/Iiich they 
‘ • ^ lacrificc, or to flatter the beauty they 
^•idL;,vouring to corrupt ? l.et their inten- 
- wliat it may, we anfwer their accufition 
' 'verco of one of the wifeft of mankind : 

F 2 * 1 iiivr 



C uo 3 

« * THAT TIME IS THE GREATEST IN’. 

« NOVATOR ; AND IF TIME OF COURSE 
« ALTER THINGS TO THE WORSE, AND 
“ IF WISDOM AND COUNSEL SHALL NOT 
ALTER THEM TO THE BETTER, WHAT 
« SHALL BE THE END 

By the Reform propofed by Lord Chatham • , 
he declared in the Houfe of Lords, that he ir.e..n, 
to infufe a portion of new health into the ConJhtuUm. 
The Duke of Richmond has declared §, tlu; 
“ his rcafons in favour of a Parliamentary Rc- 
form were formed on the experience e; 
“twenty-fix years, which, whether in or nu: 

“of Government, had equaUy convinced him, 

“ that the rejloration of a genuine Houfe of 
“ 6y a renovation of the Rights of the People, 

“ the onh remedy againjl that Syfiem of Corrupt! 

which' had brought the Nation to difgrace anJ f 
“ verty, and threatened it with the iofs of Lih ft j. 

Other authorities, in favour of alarhami.. 
tary Reform, as dired and explicit as tftc... 
min'ht be quoted in abundance. The pu it 
poffeired of them. We rather wittr to ' 
• ter, becaufe we arc fure we eSn efface, m e' • 
rational mind, the impreffion which may » , 
been made by a view of thofe 
have attended a total change in 
tion of France. WE DENY THE EXIS ^ ENl 
OF ANY RESEMBLANCE WHATEVER 


• Lord Bacon t J*’"* ^ 




TWEtN 
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tween the cases of the two king. 

DOMS; and we UTTERLY DISCLAIM' 
THE NECESSITY OF RESORTING TO SL 
MIL AR REMEDIES. Wc do not believe tliat, 
?d this day, an abfolutfi avowed defpotifm, in 
tlio hands of the Executive Power, would be 
endured in this Country. But who can fay, to 
\\hat conclufion the filent unrefifted operation 
( t abufes, inceffantly ading and conftantly in- 
crcafing, may lead us hereafter ; what habits it 
may gradually create ; wliat power it may 
linully cftablilli ? The abufes in the Govern- 
ment of France were fuffered to gather and ac- 
cumulate, until nothing but an eruption could 
put an end to them. The difeontent of the 
I'ectplc was converted into defpair. Preventive 
remedies were cither not thought of in time, or 
'\crc not propofed until it was too late to apply 
them with efFcft. Tlie fubvcriion of the an- 
cient Government enfued. The inference from 
thi 'i comparifon is at once fo powerful and fo 
« bvlous, that we know not by what argument 
to illuftrate or enforce it. Wc mean to avert 
lor ever from oUr Country the calamities infe- 
parable from fuch convulfions. If there be, as 
‘t is faid, in any part of this kingdom, a difpo- 
htion to promote corifufion, or even to arrive 
improvement by unconllitutional and irre- 
courfes, we hold ourfclves as ftriftly 
r^c'dged to refill that difpofition, wherever it 
appear, as to purfuc our own objc(5ls by 
P 3 unexceptionable 
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unex,ceptionablo methods. If on the contrj.rv 
it be true, that the mafs of the People are faih. 
fied with the prefent Hate of things, or iridiil., 
rent about it ; if they approve of the Rep; e- 
fentation as it Hands, the Form of Klcctic^n, .n d 
tlic Duration oi the I'ruH ; or it condcnniii ; 
thefe things, they are determined, from iruio- 
lence or dcfpair, not to attempt to correcl then ; 
then indeed the eflbrts of individuals may be 
ineflcclua], but they cannot be injurious to tb: 
peace of the community. If the Ipirit of th; 
ConiUtution be dead in the hearts of the People, 
no human indullry can revive it. To -dl:n: , 
that extcnfive milchict nuiy be done by a ili'c- 
inent of fads or arguments, which make no <;<> 
ncr.d impreflion on the puldic mind, is a proj O' 
fuion that contradids itlcli, and rcquiies :.o 
other refutation. Wc truil it will be pro\ti 
by experiment, that tlulc inconlilieiU alkiti<'] ^ 
arc equally uidbundcd, and that the Pe(q)ie 
this Country arc no more diipolcd to I'ubnht *' 
abufes without contplaiiU, than to look tor 
drefs in any proceedings repugnant to the ^.viv. 
or unwarranted by the ConlUtution. Between 
anarchy and dcfpotifm, fpcaking for ourteiN^ * 
we have no choice to make we have no 
^fcrcnce to give. We neither admit the ncceiiO}, 
nor can wc endure the idea of reforting to citinr 
^of thefe extremities as a refuge from ti>c odi- n 
'Phe courfc wc are determined to purtuc, o. 
equally diftant from both. 
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Flnaily, we affcrt, that it muft be bllndnefl 
..ot to ioc, and treachery not to acknowledge, 
i'h.it ‘‘ * ihc irifiruments cf power are not perhaps 
f r pen and avowed as they formerly were^ and 
' i'wij ore are the Icfs liable to jealous and invidi^ 
refit ^ ions j but they are not ihc weaker upon 
‘ that account, hi Jhcri^ our National Debts and 
" Tds's have^ in their natural ccn/equences^ thrown 
‘•'/' vA a weif't cf power into thi Executive Seale rf 
"C i.mufKnt^ as we cannot think was intended ly 
C'f Pat not dnctforSy who glorioujiy jlruj^fed for 
’ /Ibulition cj the then formidable parts of the 
" Prifcgative^ rind by an lunu Louniabk want Gffore‘- 
"Jf'y ^jlabhfscd this Syjiem in their JicaJd* Our 
, ncr.il objecl: is to uxover and preferve the 
halincc C)f the (>.)iuiilution. 

illKSF AKi: 'JiiK PRINCIPLES OF OUR 
A.vSOClA'l ION, and, on our ileady adherence 

■ ^ tbcan, wc look with a juL confidence to the 
•pprobaiion and lupport of the people in the 

■ oviceuiu^n of our object. A inc.ifure, fo likely 

■ ' h. (jppolcd by the united ilrcngth of various 
ibrefts, can never fuccecd, but by tlie declared 
‘•d In arty concurrence of the Nation. 

Rclolvcd unaniinouliy, 

1 hat a motion be made in tlie Iloufc of Com- 
at an early period in the next Scfhon of 
^ -‘ bament, for introducing a Parliamentary 

Hcfolved unaninioufly, 

1 hat Charles Grey, Kfq; be rcqiicftcd to 
P 4 make, 

Im' V ivftone. 
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make, and the Hon. Thomas Erikine to fecornl 
the above motion. 

Signed, 

By the Unanimous Order of the Meeting, 

W. H. LAJVIBION, Chairman. 


pREEMASONa' Taverk, SaUtrdayi May i;9i. 

WILLIAM BAKER, Efq; M. P. in the Chair. 

Right Hon. Lord JOHN RUSSELL, M. P. 
Deputy-Chairman. 

M r. baker, from theCommittee, brougl t 
up the following Refolutions, which were 
agreed to by the Society. 

Relolved, That it appears to this Meeting, 
that a formal notice having been given in the 
Houfc of Commons, on Monday the 30th ot 
April, by Charles Grey, Efq; of his intention 
to bring forward, at an early period in the next 
Seffion of Parliament, a motion for a Parliamen- 
tary Reform, occafion has fince been taken to 
throw out and propagate a variety of afper- 
fions, equally groundlclis in fubftance, and op- 
probrious in terms, againft the motives, objee^^ 
and proceedings of this Aflbeiation. 

Rcfolvcvl- 
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Rcfolvcd, That although we arc of opinion 
that the true objcdls of our inftitutjon have been 
vlcarly defined, and diftinclly exprefled in our 
Declaration, and Addrels, it may ncvcrthelels 
be advifcable to encounter and repel the calum- 
nies, with which we have been attacked, by 
the following obfervations, which we willingly 
Uiijinit to the cool and impartial judgment of 
our Country. 

fhcit, whereas it is objected generally by pern* 
lor.s, who have not yet ventured to deny the 
hcccility of a Reform in the aclual Reprefenta* 
fion of the People, at feme proper but undeter- 
rr;incd period, tliat the time we have taken, and 
mode we have adopted, for bringing for- 
wd the mcafurc, are likely to produce the 
iuoft dangerous confequcnccs in the country^ 
we fay that the arguments, wliich determined 
us in the choice oi the time, have been fully 
ftat cd in our Add refs, but have been no where 
Uiiwcrcd, nor at all fairly confidcred. Thiu 
^*bjcdion is urged and relied on, as if it had not 
f'Cen torefeen and anticipated. We muft con- 
sent ourfelves therefore wdth re-afferting that a 
Icabin of quiet and profperity is the moft pro- 
pel tor mild and temperate difeuffion, as well a^ 
taking moderate and reafonable fccurities 
the future ; and tliat the choice of fuch a 
is alone fufHcient to clear us of any inten- 
bon to promote popular difeontent. But 
V^^derftand it has been particularly afferted that 



C 146 3 

the prefent time is improper, becaufe no f-,n. 
cific grievance exifts ; whereas the period^ 
when former propofals for Reform were of- 
fered to Parliament, was perfeflly proper, bt> 
caufe a grievance did then fubfift in tlie Ami:. 
rican war ; the origin, the continuance, and the 
calamities of which were attributed to, luj ' 
pofed to be conneclcd with the imporlcft auJ 
corrupted Hate of the Reprelentation of the 
lV.ople in Parliament. 

We do not admit tliat the immediate ror:. 
cxiilcnce of grievances, which the ackn(nvlai;:t .i 
corruption of the infiitution is at all tin' ^ 
equally capable of protlucing, is any objecricn 
againll taking fccuritics to prevent tl.c reiu;.' 
of fucJi grievances. But we po/itivciy aliir;-!, 
that ill fdcl, a calc Jias lately occurrcci, wliidt, 
on the very principles of the objeclion, c!: ':- 
blilhcs the necellity of a Refoim in the coufiruL- 
tion of the Houfe of Commons. Wc me in the 
late Armament intended to acl againll Kulio. 
which might have involved the Naticm in '• 
motl impolitic and ruinous war ; and to wiiiui 
a large majority of the Houfe of Ca'inmon*' 
gave their fupport, in dirccl: contradiclion to 
the real intcreik, and to the ackiu>wledy ‘ 
fenfe of the people. With refpccl: to the nu'ah 
of our proceeding, we conceive tlnit the obicc* 
tions urged againit it, ouglit to have bcer» 
pvecife, as fpedllc, as the rcafons w'c have 
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f; in fupport of it. Inftead of comparing 
t!io principjcs we profcfs with thofe of the Con- 
uitutiijn ; inftead of canvaffing the terms of 
. 13 Dociaralion, and proving a contradiction 
tween our profeflions and our conduct it is 
t!i!)u;.;ht fit to load us with a ioofc, unfupported, 

■ uicral charge, expreffed in the language of 
eproich, not of argument ; of uniting with 
(. ruin bodies of men, whofe principles and 
: ’ utl' c, as far as they appear to be fiich astlicy 
1 eprel’cntcd, we have not only difclaiincd 
p. t!ic itrongeft terms, but have declared, that 
We riK; dcterniined to rc/ill to the uimoft of 
' ur ainlity. Not a fingle propofition, not one 
unco, nor even a word in the Dcclaraliou 
' i Addrels, whicli we liave iubinittcd to the 
' : lie, lias been pointed out as liable to an ob- 
of any kind. We do believe, that the 
• • ot men arc every day more and more 
‘ ’.rhtened on tlic fuhjcd ot the Confiilution 
‘ I tiovernment ot tiicir C>>unn*y, as well as 
•’ f- auemivc to it, than in forn/cr rimes.-— 

> d.fpf..it:r,n ha.; nut been created by any cj/oris of 
We arc of (»j>inion, tlmt it exiits very ge- 
'-nliy t^irougho-it this Kingdom. Is it uji/ul 
" '/-V'lv/o'Vrgi , is it p'jfibJc t'f fuppref' it i* We car- 
-^itly recommend it tludc , wiio wifh well to 
' Pc tee of the King/iom, to conlider lerioufly, 
'titer under the acknowledged exitlente ( 4 ’ 
A:.'., a declared rchftaxKC to every propofii 

for 
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for ainendment, may not in tlic event, prove 
favourable to the views of men, whole princi. 
pjes afe deftruftive of all good Government, 
and wholly irrtconcileable with the objecl; of 
our Allnciation. 

Before the Motion, to which one of our Mem. 
bers, in compliance with the requeft of the So- 
ciety, has pledged himfelf, can be made, wc 
hope the fenfe of our Country, will be diftinclly 
exprefled. If, after having done every thing in 
our power, to obtain a Reform, which we think 
wanting, the country fhall appear to be fiitisficd 
with the prefent ftate of the Reprefentation, we 
muft and fliall fubinit. If, on the contrary, the 
propriety of our meafurcs lhall appear to be ge- 
nerally felt and acknowledged, wc fliali hold 
burfelves bound to ufe every legal and conlli- 
tutional means of effeding a timely and tem- 
perate Reform ; the only one which we can 
propofe, and the only cxne to which \ve will 
give our concurrence. Whenever that object 
is attained, our Aflbeiation is at an end — Wl go 
Ko FURTHER. — ^Tlic pcoplc then will poffefs 
more perfeft organ to exprefs their fenti merits, 
and a power to correcl: thofc abufes, which we 
call fubordinate^ and which we believe to pro- 
ceed principally from the prefent depravcu 
Rate, of the Reprefentation of the People in 
Parliament. 

Refolved, That the above Rcfolutions, pro- 
pofed by the Committee, be agreed to, 

adopt'-i 
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adopted by the Society, and that the Commit, 
tee be inftrucled to publifh the fame. 

Signed, By Order of the Society, 

WILLIAM BAKER, M. R. Chairman. 


Freemasons* Tavern, Saturday^ May 12, 1792* 

Right Hon. Lord JOHN RUSSELL, M. P* 
Chairman. 

GEORGE BYNG, Efq; M. P. 
Deputy Chairman. 

T he following letter, received at the laft 
Meeting, from the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information, and then ordered to be re- 
ported upon by the Committee, was again read. 

‘^SlR, 

“ By the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
Eion, I am commanded to exprefs to you the 
iatisfaclion that its Members fcel on the infti- 
‘‘ tution of your Society. 

‘’That the Houfe of Commons itfelf, which 
“ is the very fubjefl to be reformed, fliould 
have furnifced a part of the ftrength of this 
“ iiew inftitution, may ultimately afford impor- 

‘‘ tant 
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tant advantages to the Public. But it rnufj 
not, Sir, be dil'guifed, that at firft this circuni • 
(lance will necedarily be accompanied wit!- 
^^doul)ts, with lulpicions, witli apprchcnlic;!:, 

** It is not, Sir, tlic firft time that Members i • 
that I loufc have profelfed themfclvcs Ref an. 
ers. It is not the firft time tliat they h ive en- 
tered into popular AlTociations ; but, fhoe! 1 
they on rliis occalion, prove faithfully iniiru- 
mental in ctfecting a fubfianlial Reform ir- 
the Reprefentation of the People, and the du- 
‘^fation of Parliaments, it av// be the iiril linv 
that the Nation hath not found itfelf in :re 
error, when it placed confidence in Alfoci.iti’d 
^‘Members of Parliament, for the recovery ( i" 
the C'onlHiutional and luelUnuible Rightist 
the People. 'The Jong loft Riglits of Repr^- 
fentation arc Rights, vSir, which, in truth, ai- 
not to be recovered but by the exertions and* 
unanimity of the People themfcives. Impret* 
‘‘ led with this great truth, it has been an inv.o 
riablc obiccl of this Society, to revive in 
jnimls of the Comiuomi iy at iary^e a kno^'a’icJ^^: '] 
their Jojl Ripjts^ rLjpecJnzy; the E!c6fion aiui a 
** tiou cf the Rcprcfentative BuJy ; and we doulx 
not that your Society will fee the \vifdoin oi 
purfuing a like courfe. May it tallc thiC dc 
“ light of dilTufing this knowledge! May it reap 
** the honour of calling forth the energies cl 
**thc Nation ! 

When 
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When this Society, Sir, contemplates that 
ilooJ of light and truth, which, under a bc- 
•iiign Providence, is now fwceping from the 
‘earth defpotifni in all its forms, and infringe- 
of rights in all its degrees; to make 
■'vriyfor freedom, juilicc, peace, and human 
ippincfs ; and when it fees your Society an- 

• ’.uunvc ilfelf to the world, as tlie Priends of 

• ilu People, it refu allured, that this new inftU 
'•‘rution abundantly partakes of that light, that 
** it embraces that truth, and that it wail acd up 
•* 0) the lacredncls of that friciulHiip which it 
“ j'rofeiVes, by nobly cafting from it with tlifl 
'• liain all arillocratic referve*^, and fairly and 

foiieftly conlcndiag for the Peoj)le\s Rights 
“ tlicir full exuau. Here, tSir, lu: ahiired, 
all your ftrengtlu You may boaft of 
'' )!aines, uf wealth, of talents, and even of 
■■ prineiples, but without tlic feilowfliip of tlie 
“ ik'ople, HnJvt'/hifidnv:; and ihctr immediate 

in the r'jnte/ly your Alibciation, when- 
'• ^.'vcr it grapples with that powerful defpotifm 
*' to \vhl( li it is oppofed, and to whidi a confii- 
tafional cloak ierves as Ihicld and armour, 

' nuift affurc^dly craiiiblc to dufK 

Here, Sir, it is with peculiar fati'^faclion, 
that the Society for Conititutional Inforrna- 
ui cxpnds its belief that to its own tinequi- 
^ocal ‘ Deilarniijii of Rl'ht , ^.vdlout ^jRhicb no 
' -an can be a Freanaru -'^a the Fnfdjh Na-^ 

-f' j'i. Pe'mF/ it owes that coididcrtcc on 

“ th<s 
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the part of all true friends to a fubftantial Re. 
form of Parliament, which in all periods ot 
the Society's exiftencc, it has invariably ex- 
‘^perienccd. I’his fliort Declaration, contain, 
in^ no more than four diftincl propofition^, 
fatisficd the People that the Society afl'anied 
** not the Oflicc of Reformer, without knowing 
with prccifion what wanted Reform ; nor the 
charafter of friend, without manifefting that 
fincerity which gave proof of its attachment. 
** It left to fuch Reformers as Mr. Burke to 
talk of the People's Liberties ; and at the fame 
** time to deny, or explain away their Rights. 

This Society, Sir, trufts that the purity of 
principle, wdiich actuated individual Meni- 
bers of Parliament, who joined the Aflbcia- 
tions that haye been fpoken of, will in nu 
** degree be affected by the obfervations that 
liave been made upon the inefficiency of thof.^ 
Afl'oeiations ; but convinced that a ftrong im- 
preffion ftill remains upon the minds of tin 
People, that in general, perfons who haveloni; 
“ been accuftomed to hold feats in the Houfe oi 
Commons under the prefent abufes in the 
Reprefentation, and v/hofe connections are ah 
Ariftocratic, mull be almoft more than men, 
at once, and completely, to facrificc both 
judice and unwarranted power at the Altar ci 
Freedom. This Society, convinced, I 
Sir, of the exiftence of this im preffion, would 

not fuffer its delicacy to ftand in the way or 

iti 
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Us ^uty on this important occadon ; but dc* 
“termined with the franknefs, belonging to 
“ llncere aft'eciion, to warn its new brethren 
“ ag.iiiift a danger, to which they might other- 
wile become expofed through iiicre inadver* 
-‘ipncy. 

‘‘lhat the diftinguiflied perfons who have 
adorned the Senate, and now adoirn your 
'^Society, may be found equal to the fublimc 
^‘effort of virtue which their fituation now de- 
“ mands ; and may on that account receive the 
* bicllings of their country and of mankind M 
‘*thc latcft poftcrity, is the fincere, the ardent 
^*wi(h of the Society for ConfHtutional In- 
formation, in whofe name I have the honour 
to fubferibe rnyfelf, with great regard, 

“ Sia, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
^Signed) 

JOHN CARTWRIGHT, Chairman^*^ 

t'ooxs^s.CouRT, April 179*. 


the Trefident of the Society^ 
entitled. The Friends of the Peo* 
ple^ ajfociated for the purpofe of ob~ 
taining a Parliamentary Refornid* 


n- 




Wrniam 
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Willidm Baker, Efq; M. P. Chairman, re- 
ported from the Committee, the follovvina 
anfwcr. which they propofed to the adoption 
the Society : 

« Sir, 

Fully fenCible that the Society for Confti- 
tutional Information have made no facrilice to 
delicacy in their Addrefs to' us, we, on our 
part, lliall affeft no difguife. Voluntary Alio, 
ciations not being armed with public authority, 
have no force but that of truth, no hope ot 
fuccefs, but in the ftrength of reafon, and th: 
concurrence of the public. 

We profefs not to entertain a wlfli, ‘‘ th: 
** the great plans of public benefit^ which Mt\ P 
** has fo powerfully recommended^ will fpcedily /'. 
** carried into effect* nor to amufe our fcliow* 
citizens with the magniliccnt promile of ch- 
taining for them the Rights f of the People 
** in their full extent,” the indefinite languap* 
of delufion, which by opening unbounded pr ■ 
fpefts of political adventure, tends to deltroy 
that public opinion, which is the fupport oi y 
free Governments, and to excite a fpirit ot iri' 
novation^ip^f which no wifdom can forelcc 

* For ihdR? exaft words, fee the Rcfolutions of the ^ 

Society, publifhed by the Society for Cooftitulional Intcnina^ ^ ' 
ia the Morning Chronicle of the i 6 th of Aptil, 1792- 

i The words of their letter, figned J. Cartwright. ^ 

ciTst'* 
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t/Tccl, and no fkill dircS: the courfe. We viev/ 
jman as he is : the creature of habit as well as 
of reafoii. We think it therefore our bounden 
duty to propofc no extreme changes, which, 
however fjpecious in theory, can never be ac- 
coinpliflied without violence to the fettled opi- 
oions of mankind, nor attempted without en- 
d.iogcringfome of the molt eftimable advantages 
which \vc con fcfledly enjoy. We are convinced 
flnt the people bear a fixed attachment to the 
hiopy form of our Government, and the 
;:v Principles of our Conftitution. Thcfe we 
chcrifh as objects of juft affedion, not from any 
implicit reverence or habitual fuperftiticn, but 
ai iaftitulions l)eft calculated to produce the 
luppincfs of man In Civil Society ; — and it is 
hccaule we arc convinced that abufes are under- 
runing and corrupting them, that we have 
alTociated for the prefer vatioii of thofc princi- 
fit s. W c wifh to Reform the Conftitution, be- 
w'c wifh to preferve it. 

Ailociations formed in the face of Power, 
iu oppolition to the interefts of our prefent Le- 
.siHruord, evince that individual fecurity^ per* 

independence, are already eftabliflied by 
Cur laws. The immenfe accumulation of debt, 
tuc enormous taxation of fevcntccn millions of 
annual revenue, demonfttate that the coileflive 
interefts of the Community have been neglected 
betrayed. We believe the defective Confti- 
^don of the JVlTcmbly entrufted with the Pub- 

lie 
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lie Pttrfe td be the real fource of this evil 

With this view we have pledged ourfclves tc 
attempt a timely and falutary Reform ; ad- 
hering in every meafure, we may take to the 
fundamental principles of the Conftitution. Ac- 
cording to thofe acknowledged principles, the 
People have a perfed right to poffefs an organ 
by which the public mind may fpeak in IcgiQi- 
tion ; and to bind their Reprefentatives to the 
interefts of the whole Community, by a fre- 
quent renovation of the truft. T.hcfe object' 
accompliflied, we believe abufes will find no 
protedion in a genuine Reprefentation of tk 
People; that regulations beft adapted to the 
public happinefs vtdll be gradually infufed into 
our laws, thrdugh the known channeb of 

Legiflation, and that the agitated minds of mon. 
refuming their confidence in Parliament, 
fubfide into a calm expedation of redrefs, with- 
out forgetting the principles, or violating the 
forms of the Conftitution. 

“ Thefe, as we think, are the views of 
deteftihg anarchy, yet fincere Friends of ths 
People. Your letter appears to us to be wn*- 
ten with a view to create diftruft of our a«- 
fighs ; to infinuate doubts of our fincerity, as 
to excite an early fufpicion of our principles li- 
the minds of the People. We have not, bo'j 
ever, refufed in anfwer to difclaim what ^ 
condemn, and to avow our real obje^, 
the purfuit of which, we will ftot 
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r-lves to be diverted by any controverfy. We 
muft beg leave at •the fame time to decline all 
future intercourfe with a Society whofe views 
and objec'ls, as far as we can colleft them from 
the various Refplutions and Proceedings which 
have been publifhed, we cannot help regarding 
as irieconcileable with thofe real interefts on 
which you profefs to inform and enlighten the 
People. 

“ Signed in the name, 

“ And by order of the Society, 

“ JOHN RUSSELI,, Chairman.*’ 

FssfMAsoss’ Taterh, Maj! 11, l;93. 

To John Cartvs'right, Efq; Chair- 
rnan of the Society for 6onfiitu> 

“ tional Information.” 


Refolved, That the Society do approve and 
«opt the anfwcr propofed by the Committee 
•0 tae Letter of the Society for Conftitutional 
iatonnation. 

Refolved, That the proceedings of this day. 

tuMn ° Letter of the Society for ConftL 

‘uaonal information, and the Anfwer of this 
printed and publiQied. 

thU Q together with the An'fwcr of 

Lonftitutional 

'iTbhf pr ’ to John Cart- 

o » Chairman of that Society, a copy 

9.3 of 
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ot the Refolution of the Friends of the People 
to print and publifti the Letter and Reply. * 
By Order of the Meeting, 

(Signed) JOHN RUSSELL, Chairman. 


, Freemasons* Tavern, yune 2 ^ ij^i. 

At a General Meeting of the Society of the 
Friends of the People, affociated for the pur- 
pofe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform 
held this day,— 

Sir JOHN THROCKMORTON, Bart, 
Chairman. 

JOHN WHARTON, Efq; M. P. Depnt; 
Chairman. 

Refolved unanimoufly, 

T hat the thanks of this Society be given tj 
Charles Grey^ Efq; for his able and nunf. 
defence of this Inftitution in the Houfc of Cont* 
mons, on the 25th of May, and for the j^'* 
feverity with which he expofed the derclid:^^** 
of the Caufe of the People, by thafe who herw* 
tofore profefled thaiifclves Advocates for 
Uamentary Reform. ^ . 
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Rcfolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of 
this Society be given to the Right Hon, Charier 
Fox^ for his ftcady adherence to the caufe 
of the People, and for his able and eloquent 
fupport of the amendment, moved by Charles 
6Vc V, Ffy; to the Addrefs of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, on the 25th of May — an amendment 
winch teaches Magiftrates to afford an equal 
protection to the civil Rights of Men of all de- 
nominations, and combines the Peace and Or- 
der of Society, with the Liberty and Happinefs 
of the People. 

Refblvcd unanimoufly, That the Thanks of 
this Society be given to thofe Members of the 
Houfe of Commons, who, upon the fame occa- 
sion, joined their etiorts, and fo ably and elo- 
]ucntly fupported Mr, Gre/s amendment. 

licfolvcd unanimoufly, I'hat the Thanks of 
tj.is Society be given to the Right Honourable 
tile Lari of Lauderdale^ for his able and manly 
Oeicncc of this Inftitulion iji the Houfe of Lords, 
the 31ft of May; and for the juft feverity 
-ith which he expofed the dcrcliclion of the 
of the People, by thofe who heretofore 
profcfTcd thcmfelves advocates for Parliamenta- 
Reform. 

Rcfolvcd unanimoufly, That the Thanks of 
If ^"^ociety be given to the Moft Noble the 
of Land/downe, for liis confiftent con- 
f-i- Parliamentary Reform, and 

" ‘ t e fupport, which, with fo much ability 
9^4 and 
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and eloquence }ie gave to the amendment pro 
pofed by the Earl of Lauderdale. ^ 

Refolved unanimoufly, That a copy of the 
fccond Refolution be tranfmitted by the Chair- 
man of this Meeting, to the Right Hon dari 'r 
Jamet Fox ; and that a copy of the fifth Rcfolu- 
tion be alfo fent by him to the Marquis of Lenj. 
downc. ^ 


Refolved unanimoufly. That a Proclamation 
of the Crovifn, cannot reftrain or impeach that 
freedom in the difeuffion of Political ."ubjeci?, 
which is effential to the prefervation of Public 
Liberty, congenial to the Spirit of the BritiLh 
Confiitution, and the birth-right of Britor.! 
eftablifhed by their Laws. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the late Procla- 
mation appears to this Society unncceiiary ; be 
caufe tliofe who under pretence of excrcilin^ 
tjhis right of political difeuffipn, intentionally 
vilify the Goyernment, and create difaffedion 
in the mind of the people, are liable to proiccu- 
tion, and may be punifhed in the C.ourts 
Law ; but that all mealures which have a ten- 
dency to prejudge the cayfe even of thefe offer, 
ders before trial are highly improper* 

Refolved unanimoufly. That a Proclamatic:: 
profefling to be directed againil the authors anil 
publifhcrs of fuch writings j but fo indefinitely 
cxprelfcd as to leave a doubt whether other 
fons, whole principles and proceedings, even 
malice itfclf, cannot find a ground to attack* 
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*'erc the real objects ; is of dangerous example 
In the Government of a Free Peopi.e. 

Refolved iinanimoufly. That this Society con- 
feious of the integrity of their motives, are de- 
termined to pcrfevcrcsin propofing to Parliament 
a:ul to the Country, by the iamc temperate 
jiui legal means which they have hitherto ufed, 
a Rclorm in the Reprefentation of the People, 
the nccciiity of wdiich, late events have only 
tended to confirm. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That thefe Refolu- 
tions be printed, and publiflicd in the morninfr 
iud evening newfpapcrs. 

In name and by order of the Meeting, 
(^jigned) 

JOHN THROCKMORTON, Chairman. 


Ordered, That the following Letter, and the 
Anhver of the Committee of this Society, be 
pnntcd and publiflicd; 

“ Counnittec of the Society f(>r Conflitutional 
atijrniation at Sheflield, to the Committee of 

Society, entitled the Friends 
0 * the People in London. 


Gentle MIN, 

“ It is with infinite pleafurc wc have read 
confidered your Addrefs and Declaration 
torn your General Meeting on the 26th of April 
A therein fet forth by fo large 

o y of the moft refpecfabic and worthy cha- 
^ PufEcicnt ^teftimony and confirma- 
us, that fo Honourable a Society, by 

fignalizing 
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fignalizing themfelves in fupport of the laudable 
and general caufe of the community, will ren. 
der themfelves moft truly worthy of that higii 
and benevolent appellation, by wliich they arc 
already known to us, ^ he Trknds of the People. 

Your fentiments, your motives, and your 
plan of obtaining a Reform of the abufes of Go- 
vernment are pcrfedly in unifon with our ideas. 
— It is our bufinefs (to which we have always 
confined our endeavours) to Inftrucl: the people 
in a temperate and peaceable manner in the 
cpflity of fuch a Reform as you point out ; but 
have never yet attempted to adopt or point out 
any particular mode of obtaining it, further 
than you will obferve by the iiiclofcd, bdievir:- 
that in due time men of more refpcclablc chi* 
rafters and greater abilities >vould Hep for\\aid. 
To fuch we have always had an eye, and ur-wu 
fuch we have ever meant to rely for our Go- 
vernment, and the adoption of the moft 
plan of a more free and equal Reprcfeniation in 
the Houfeof Commons, and the removal of 
great abufes and impofitions by meaiurcs alto* 
gctlicr inadequate to the intcreft and wclrare of 
the nation in general, and to the 
and laborious part of the community in pat* 
ticular. 

“ Jt is therefore with the higheft degre: 
fatisfaftion, tliat w^c behold fuch a refpeft^f " 
body ftepping forward in fo laudable, io 
and fo good a caufe. You luve our 
wllhes, fincereft thanks, and allured cndcavoui^ 
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pf fupport in It, to the bcft of our abilities, in, a 
ntionai and peaceable way. It is our duty, and 
it ^vill ever claim our attention ftriclly to adhere 
to, to maintain, and be governed by the priucir 
pics laid down in your declaration. Notwith- 
limdlng the grofs and fallacious infinuations of 
the enemies of juftice and equity, we arc 
fared that no honeft man being acquainted with 
o'lr principles, would haveattempted to declare 
in the Hoiife, that the defign of thefe Affociationg 
completely to overturn the Conftitution, &c, 
iiid we are forry, that Mr. Baker was under the 
diiagrccable necellity of explaining, in anfwcr to 
flick grofs affertions, without having it in liis 
power to fpcak witli precifion to the principles 
■I d dicfign of this, and the fimilar Societies, and to 
c united them with yours in liis cxplanatiorif 
for tiii.s, and limiiar reafons, wc are induced to 
t ike the liberty of troubling you with tlic above, 
':‘d following [ketch. Our Members arc now 
u.Mit 2 4^0 ; yet we have the fatisfaclion with 
truth to alKrm, that not the Icaft diforder or 
oontufion irath made its appearance arnongfl 
^jII is unanimity, peace, and concord. As our 
dembers increafe, the number of meeting places 
•*rc increafed in proportion, fo as not to exceed 
inoft thirty Members at one place. All the 
Meetings arc held once a fortnight, on 
-‘e lame evening. Our General Meeting is 
once a month at three different houfes, on 
Irri generally very crowded; yet, 

order and regularity arc ftriftly attended 
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to ; and we doubt not but what has been fug. 
gefted to be impoffible, will be fully mavafcfted 
to be not only practicable, but eafy to accom* 
plifli, viz. to introduce ufeful knowledge, good 
, iStdev and regularity, into the minds and morals 
of the common or lower orders of people. 

“ We are perfectly fatisfied of the integrity 
and abilities of thofe refpedlablc characters who 
conftitute the Society of the Friends of the 
People (but if we may prefume to lay before 
them feme thoughts we have had, refpeding 
what method would be the beft to adopt for 
obtaining the general fenfe of the nation before 
the propoled Motion in the next Seflion of Par* 
liament lakes place) we beg leave, with groat 
deference to that honourable Society, to ful'ir.it 
the following to their fuperior judgment. 'W: 
believe the moft likely and eflbclual plan will 
be to eltablifh a Convention in London by De- 
puties from each County or Diftiicl, by which 
means the feniiments of the nation may be ob- 
tained without any confufion or diforder. 

Looking-up to the Friends of the People 
us our leaders and directors in this great and ne- 
cefTary bufinefs, we Ihall be happy, and eiteem 
it a great favour, to receive any communication 
which they may vouchfate to favour us with. 

I have the honour to be with efteem, 

“ Your’s very refpeftfully, 

«« SAMUEL ASH rON, Secretary-' 

By order of the Com7nittce^ 

Sheffield^ May 14, 1792.’^ , , 
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The Committee of the Society of the Friends of 
the People, affociated for the purpofc of ob- 
taining a Parliamentary Reform, to the Cotii- 
initice of the Society for Conftitutional In- 
formation in ShefGeld. 


A’tf* 5*f London t May 24» 1792* 

S!R, 

W£ beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 14th inftaht, and to return 
you oiir thanks for a confidence which wc truR 
our future conduifl will merit from our Country: 

Wc have received finccre pleafure, not only 
from the firm and virtuous tone in which you 
h.tvo fpoken your principles, but from the wife 
-Old temperate manner in which you have 
limited their application to pradice. Wc rejoice 
tint our fentiments, our motives, and our 
' pl.ms of reform, are perfedly in unifon with 
your ideas,’’ becaufe vve believe that % con- 
duct in the great body of the People correfpond- 
to fuch fentiments,” will equally con- 
fvuind the two oppofite ciafles of enemies to the 
public weal ; that, it will defeat the hopes of 
"Jinfc who would dupe the people into tumultj 
-nci that jt will filence the llanders of thofe ad- 
vocates of corruption who have laboured to 
tender the caufe df Liberty odious and terrible 
to all good-citizens, by confounding it with 
of anarchy, and by loading it with 

the 
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the obloquy of profvoking civU commotion, an.i 
of endangering the deftruftion of a Conftitu. 
tion, juftly renowned for the freedom and Imp. 
puiefs which it has fo long beftowed.— -You arc 
picafed to fay that ‘‘ you look up to the Friends 
of the People as your Leaders and Director^ 
in this great bufinefs.” — Authorifed as we 
feel ourfelves by this preferred guidance, and 
by that harmony of fentiment which, from the 
tenor of your letter, we muft fuppofe to cxiil 
between you and ourfelves, permit us to Ly 
before you fome ideas which are dictated by 
5KCal for our common caufe. The caufe of Li 
berty can never be endangered by the aflauh 
of its enemies, but may fometimes be cxpolcd 
by the indifetetion of its friends. Its principle^ 
are founded on impregnable reafon, and its ene- 
mies are therefore too dextroils direcily to attitk 
them. It is not againft the reafonings of tiu! 
champions of corruptions (for they have pro- 
duced none), but it is againft their cratt un i 
their mif-reprefentation that \<^e have found i' 
neceffary to defend ourfelves by the warincl^) ^ ^ 
our language and our condueft. A fimilar wari- 
ticfs, as far as the authority of our opinion 
extend, we muft counfel all Societies Ab"' 
elated on (imilar principles for the accompb''^' 
inenc of the fame objeft, to obferve. Accuied 
as they are, in common with ourfelves, or 
dilating one object and holding forth anoth<^^* 

of feducing tlie People by a meafure fo fpecic^’ 

• a:‘i * 
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and ulutiiry as Parliamentary Reform, into other* 
jiicafures of defperate tendency and tindeiinable 
extent, we can only advife them to follow our 
example in lioneftly and folemnly declaring, 
that “ they make the prefer vat ion of the Con* 
“ fiiiution, on its true principles, the founda* 
'' tion of all their proceedings/’ and the mea^ 
fare of all their Reforms. Language thus ex* 
I'licit, will effci^fually combat mifreprefenta* 
;ions, to which, perhaps, ardent indiferetion 
K-ay have fometimes furniflied pretexts. An 
(irly declaration of thefe opinions, which we 
linccrcly believe you to entertain, will conciliate 
many to the caufe of a Reform, who are now 
licld in honed neutrality by their fears. The 
niends of order, after fucli a declaration, jufti* 
I'cd by confident condufl, will be no longer 
driven to fcck refuge from anarchy in the 
hefnn ot corruption. The intereded fup.. 
porters ot the prefent abufes will thus be diC- 
firmed; for it is only by confounding Reform 
commotion, and corruption with the Bri* 
|0!i Clonftitution, that they are enabled to pro* 
and to defend their ufurpations. All our 
Hn;^uagc, as you will perceive from the pxo^ 

^ vedings, which we tranfmlt to you, has been 
evatious, bccaufc all our views arc moderatc.~ 
^ e are perfuaded that yx)U have a dmilar mo- 
^•ention of views, and we earneftly exhort you 
a firnilar caution in language. 


U 
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It IS only indeed v/ith Societies wlio exprefr 
the fame moderation of principles, and adopt 
the fame warinefs of language, that this Society 
Can entertain any corrcfpondencc, or promife 
any cO- operation. We have publicly difclaimed 
v/hat wc condemn, as well as avowed our real 
objccl ; and on an occafion unfought for by us, 
in conformity with this principle, we have been 
compelled to decline all intercourfe with tlic 
Society for Conftitutional Information in Lon- 
don, for though wc neither wifll to attack, nor 
J)rctend to diclate, wx are certainly entitled to 
decline all intercourfe v/itli men whofe view; 
and principles appear to us irreconcilcablc with 
ours. 

On the particular meafurc which ydu fuggeft 
for collecUng the opinion of the People on the 
fubjc(^ of Reform, we do not feel ourlelves yc: 
prepared to decide. In a more advanced ftage 
of the bufinefs, it may become very fit matter 
for deliberation. 

Permit us, Sir, td conclude with congra- 
tulating you, and congratulating our Coun- 
try, oil the admirable principles which your 
letter contains, and on the intrepid modera- 
tion which ic entitles us to expefl from you.— ^ 
You will deprive our enemies of every pre- 
text for counterfeiting alarms which they 
do not and of every opportunity to 

defeat 
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defeat our meafures by calumniating our in- 

t.’ntions. 

In name, and by order of the Committee, 
(Signed; 

C. GREY, Chairman. 

T: S,i:rhrl Ejq; Sccrer.iry 

t, (he Srjcuty Coufiituticmal 

h hrrmtti'jU ui Shrjfiild. 


Tk r I M ASOS s’ TaVF R N, S.tt’ar(.hi\ t J’/rtf 9, 1 793. 


IC^lIN WHARTON, Kfc;; M. P. C:lKiinnan. 

I'.YMUEL WlirJ'nREAl'), jun. Efci, M. l\ 
Deputy-Chairman. 

/TR.BYNG, troni the (U)nrjmittec, read the 
IVJL toilowing letter, addrefTcd to the ('.hair- 
*' ‘.M ol this Society. 


MenJ.!, nzcriy yune Ay 

“ Sir, 

After the fh'ong dedaratitm and protefi, 
^ilch feme of us thought it i)ur duty to make 
the Meeting on the jgih ot May, and in 
we all lieartily concurred, we might per- 
R ha]>j 
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lups have been juftified in adoptlnc^ that lire i f 
conducl: which we now find ourfelvcs tn 

purfuc, immediately on the appearance oi te* 
Paper from the Society for Cionftitutioiul In- 
formation, on the 25th of that month, it 
had nor been anxious, in that moment ot Lriil- 
cal expectation, to check every fymptom of ti’,]. 
union anionc; ourfelvcs, in the faiiL^uine hope 
that at the Mecliiu^ on Saturday lail, llie iin-i: 
decilivc nieafurcs might have been taken, n- 
viate the fatal ellet^s of that Publication. 

You, Sir, will rccolietd; the weighty i - 
jc<^ions whicli were made to Mr. ('oojterS . 
inifliim as a Member of the Alfocialion, the ij ■- 
cilic ground of thofc objections, and the dc, la.. 1 
RetoUition ol fomc of us to renounce (uir (c - 
neclion witli the Ailociation on that \cr; 
count: and, as we canriOt tiiitinguilli *. 
(he appoint lucnt ol tleii Cientleii aU to c<'i: 
pond with t he lacobiiv. at Paris, aiul the c\| i 
avowal of a iimilar correfpondcncc acln.uK ju- 
ried on unvler llie liand and fignature ot 
Clartwright, we are at a itils to tonccive, in' . 
whai princij>le, the one Ihouid ha\ e ceai^nl 1 ’ 
beh'iiig to t!ie /Ml'oci ition, w hicli did not CiiU t-; 
deminvi tlie exclidion of the (Uher. 

Xo ftep ot ihi' fort appears to havel ^:; 
taken. — Uelalning tlie lame opiidon ot tin [ : •* 
pricty ot a Parliainentar) Reform, agreea; .) •'> 
tliole princijdcs w hieh alone induced u^ to on* 
gage in tlie Aiibwialion, and wliich we have re* 
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I < lu dly clcdarcd to the Public, \vc feel what Is 
v!iic to our own confiftency of conclud ; and 
L’.,K,r this imprefhon, we think it incumbent 
oi\ 11^ to wUIkIimw our names from a Society, 
V. iiidi, by continuincr fiich c()iincctii)ns, will, 
i'l our opinion, fruftratc the attainment of thofe 
ol->]crl:s for which alone the iMlbcialioii 
w > iniiiiutctl, and to which alone its attention 
rap^iif to be directed- 

“ We Ivave the honour to be, Sir, 

Voiir inoft obedient and humlde fer^'auts, 
(Signed) JOHN RlhSSKLL, 
Wm. BAKIIR, 
l. ch CHK wi:n, 
biJDid'.Y NoR'nr, 
J. CO UR lENAY. 

I I ' Chdinnan fj n 

f.r fjbt dining u iUiriuinu'Nl.v j 
“ k\Jlr/dA 

Rcfolvcd uivanlmouny. That il' it had oc> 
Oil;, to any Member of this Aliociation, that 
.;or ( artwright ought to have hecn excluded 
I. ' lUirday lait, it would have been an act of 
;a'.!lc duty in iuch Member to have brought 
' V. iTvl a motion ftw that piirpofc. 

Ucl'oK^d unanimouily, 'I’hat no one of the 
O^nthmen, who have ailigned tlm conti- 
f Muu e of Major Chirtwright in the Society as 
f >le rcafon for quitting it, did attend at 
■ . ‘ (ieiif ral Meeting on Saturday lalf. 

i< a Rdblvcd 
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Refolved unanimoufly. That it docs not 
pear upon what reafonable ground the five Gen- 
tlemen, who have now quitted the AlTociation, 
could have §ntertained a fangninc hope^ that mca- 
fures, which even they did not think fit. to re- 
commend, fliould have been propofed by others 
in their abfcnce. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That at the Meetin/j; 
on the 19th of May, the name of Mr. Gooper 
was voluntarily withdrawn by the Gentlcnrni 
who had originally propofed him, before any 
objection had been publicly made, or any thit) ; 
whatever had been faid in the Society upon t!./ 
fubjeft. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That this Society 
have entered into no comieBicns whatfoe\'cr in- 
confident M’ith their declared principles ; I n’ 
on the contrary, have publicly declined all ii - 
tcrcourfc with another Society, wliofc vicv : 
and objecTs appeared to them irrcconcih il K‘ 
with the real intereils of the People, and thr 
genuine principles of the Conflilution. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That if this Society 
had ia any indance, contradided or departs d 
from the declared principles and objects ot ilu ir 
Inditution,or deviated from the mode which v I'i 

originallyadoptedforobtainingthem,indiviaini ' 

might then be juilificd in witlidrawing from 1'- 

Refolved unanimoufly, Tliat no ad, proccet.- 
htgj or Refolution of the Afl'oeiation, has hcciu 
or can be pointed out, in which they have cooj 

tradictc- 
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tradlclcd or departed from the declared prin- 
ciples and objc<^s of their Inftitution, or de- 
viated from the mode which was originally 
adopted for obtaining them. 

Rcfolved unaniinoufly. That the Secretary 
be direded to expunge the name of Lord John 
RulTell, from the Books of the Society. 

Rcfolved unanimoufly. That the Secretary 
be di reded to expunge the name of William 
Baker, Efq; from the Books of the Society. 

Rcfolved unanimoully. That the Secretary 
\k' di reded to expunge the name of John 
ChriBian Curwen, Efq; from the Books of the 
Society, 

Rcfolved unanimoufly. That tlic Secretary be 
illrcded to expunge the name of Dudley North, 
from the Books of the Society. 

Rcfolved un ininioufly, fhat the Secretary be 
direded to expunge the name of J. Courtenay, 
Efq; froiii the Books of the Society. 

T/je names of thofe fi'ic Gc nt/cmen bi ing expunged 
cgrccabiy to the Refolutions of the Society^ 

Ordered, That the proceedings of the Society 
on this day be printed and publifhed. 

In name, and by order of the Society, 
(Signed) 

JOHN WHARTON, Chairman. 


R3 


FRIENDS 



C *74 1 


FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. 

C 0 MMIT 71 .L Rooms, Iv>. 5a, Friih-ftn i-r, Sp>. * 

Jji !• , I 

“The Committee anponUccl hy thcSoti,;\ 
of the FnrnJi of tK' People^ afloditfil tor ili - 
purpofo of .1 PARIJAMKN I'AK • 

RKFORM, havin;^ already fiimnionrd a (l. i *- 
ral jMectinp; ot ihcSiHf«*5y, to be liJd .u *■ 
Tn'C-Mafor.\ Tavern, f-n h.iturda> ik..*, 

15th iultaiil, will not aiitiripale tin* o* » 
to he then fubmitted 10 iheir c «)iirul« , 
at the lame lime, viewiny, with anxi. i\ t’ 
nmafuri'j that hive been lately taken, |1 ' 
think it incurnhent on them to w iin tlici' 
with whenn they are in the i:r. e 

caiile ol P \KM A'li N I .vii Y RirouM, a,e,*i: ‘ 
the eih'ets ot m alarm which h is bciii luu^ 
by lirtumtlaO'.e^ lo extraordinary and ui i n- 
pep'ted. 'llicy. thevtiinv, carnclily expicf^ iIk / 
wilh tliai the Mtelin » may he aitcmled I', 
as iraiiN IMv^nd ^.r^i <•: thi'> Allocution as polhl !e 
contulenr that will tome to it wiih iii*t 

dil't otition ot ten;per and finniici> heioinii .' 
men ir.ierc'ljeil in the prekrvaiion ol tJie iV.u 
and l.ihern «>r liuir t..oiinrry, which can ah.:.* 
be I'ecuvevi hy a ueady adhere nee to the a.'kno**- 
Icdged print iplis otThe Conftiiution. 

“ Py (>j Je* or the (aunmirtce, 

“ G. BYNG, Chairirar.. 
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rRiiFMASONS* Tavcrn, SuiunJiiyf Di'LfmLet f 5, 1792, 

.V General MecUni^ ol thc Soi itly of ihe Friends 
of tile adoeiated for the Purpofe (?f 

(‘hi. lining a Pctriur/Difiiry R forniy held thi;> 
day, 

sAi\n;i:L Whitbread, jnn. VAf m. p. 

In the Ghair. 

Ivcfolvcd iinaniir.oulh . '! hat tlie following 
A^ldiv'K Ix' adopted In tftis vSocie!} and publifh- 
vd in tlie Tow n and (Country New jp.ipcr^» : 

Society of the FiicPals <•( the IVoplc, 
A allociatcd for tlie piirpole oi obtaining a 
I’a'd iineiitary RGonn, after a tarend reviliou 
( r ail liielr IE c l.ii'.oiv'in, IvcioUit i<no, and Pro- 
diin'^s, linee their ii'ftilution, as x.ell as of 
tile e\eiits whicithave 1 ;L n pl.Kc hmelluir 
’.lit Mcsting; and itler a-i attentive t oidider.u 
tion of tlie prelent flate ot public ailiiis — the 
.eppav'v nl difpofitions (d the people ni this time — 
ti. ' acknowledged conv *'.ai(>n <d .ilnuni all inenj 
' i .'dl jMriios, of liie iteccflit) of a Parliainenlai y 
Reform,, and witli no otlier itlflcrciice of opi- 
Inn ct'ncerning tlie extent ot liic inealure^ 
or the time for propohny, it ; auvi finali), the 
;.iu,iti(»n in which this hoci«.'iy pkiv^ed bv their ■ 
own t'P gagem-enti, and by t’ne ex[as t itions , 
tcrince ei th.ir future cceuiuG, h..s\ tl.i^sd.i', ; 

R n "" ITianiinouIiy ' 
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Unanlmoufly rcfolvcd. That they hcTl 
thcmfclvcs hound by every tie of lionf)ur ar.i 
of duty, to pcrfevcrc in their endeavours to ;;c- 
complifli, through the known channel (,£ 
ConlHtution, the objccT of their Ailociatiu^i , 
namely, an cirecTual Reformatiem in the ctai- 
flruc^ion of the Houfe of Commons, until il.e 
ohjeeT is obtained, nr fliall he found to be 
evidently unattainable by their elTorts, or by 
any of thofc means in wliich they can pai i'e.i- 
pate. 

“ 1 hat conlidering the pains incclTantly 
to traduce the character and principles or tbi. 
St»cicty, firft by eiuleavouring to coniound l!.i: 
idea ot a Re.iorm in Parliamem, with that ^ t 
diiatVccTion to tbe cltahlithcd Coidlituilon (>, 
thiN kingdom, as It a real Reprelcntalion ot tb/ 
Commons were ir.vOinpatiblc \\ith the jccuri'.; 
of a llmitcil monarchy, as if the (h'own we: 
not fafe with an Ih)nct't unblalTci! Houle ot Com- 
mons, or as it the itiea ot Inch Roiorm had bt? n 
at all times reprobated, as it now is, by thuie 
who occupy the higheit Nations ot profit and 
confident e under tlie Crown ; and then by 
uniting us In the lame defcripiion and obhx’uy 
with per Ton . uluma they call Republicans aid 
Levellers, and with whom, it luch doctunes 
and perfoiis oxiif, we have no connexion; vt 
think it incumbent on us to declare once more, 
that we dif Tiim the views and principles 
bafely and falfcly attributed to us; and that 

dctclting 



t 177 1 

as we do, ihc corruptions and abufes 
, M.u^rioully prevailing and cncreaiing in every 
iMiich and department of government, our 
t lie wilh and objecl ii to provide a conflitu- 
jiLil inih'uinenl and power, by which they 
l uy be removed or corrccl^d in a regular Par* 
aainontary way. 

i hat, calling, as we have done, for the 
rpport of the country in their own caufe, and 
: r the purpoles which we liave repeatedly dc- 
and folieiting the afliftaucc of every 
D '’1, who approves of our delign, and niay be 
.^’I'iroin, to promote it ; we a I the fame time 
n -ai cirncfily exhort and conjure the I rue 
/rr]ui> of the caufe of Reform, 10 tlifcouragc, 

! icfnt, to the utii'.ofl of tiicir alfiiity, every 
•o-mpt to iup[)ort it by any other means than 
‘‘ ui ’ whicli the lav's p^Tinit, and tlie ( onlfitu- 
‘*- :i wariMnts- Mlltaben 7 c:il ala ays at tfie 
r vrey, and too oUen uutlci tl-.e guidance of 
'v 1 treacheryx d‘hey vdio alieci mofi to abhor 
bdsiion, aie lomctiincs found at the bottom of 
tfiemiclvcs ; and inftance^ arc not \vanting 
' piove, that, under the Ipccious pretence of 
[icni ng the line Is of (^ovci'nincnt , a 
figii ma) be formed f'fdeifroyitig the l iberty 
•the Prefs. of calling in the Military I’owrr, 
Old fnally ar.nihiladng the (dvil Govcrnmcnl 
^ t r!',' Country. 

I'hat whereas we Invc n rived afTuranccs 
t:c:n rAumcrous and rerpe'dablc Alfociations in 

different 
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different parts of this united kingdom, of thdr 
entire concurrence in our declared vie\v> .m.i 
principles, of their conlidence in our iiuo-rrv 
and prudence, and of their dcrcrminaiion tf) 
lupport us, wc earnedly hope that thole 
ciations as well as all others who are inciui^ ( f 
the fame caufe, will coniine tiicmfclecs to the 
fame dillinct ohjeef that we do, and co-opci.ir • 
tvith us on the principles dated in this and mu 
former Declarations. In return we proi! i: 
them that we will exert and devote oiir fun!. 
tiQ% and our labours faithfully, honciurahly. 
and dcadily, to the great caufe of Reform, in 
which wc are engaged and united with theiiu 
In Name and by the Order of the Society 
(Signed) 

SAMUEL WHITBREAD, jun. Chairnum 


Refolvcd unanimoufly. That the followi:::: 
Letter addredbd to the Prciidcnt of tlu^ 
Society, and the Anfwcr of the Committee, 
be printed and publiflicd : 

‘‘ UNrrED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN, 

Hon. SIMON BUTLER, in the Chair. 

‘‘ The Society of United Irifhmcn of Dublin, 
addrcL the T'ricnds of the People at LonJf i:, 
imprcll'cd >\Uh the rcrcmblance in the titk, 

nature, 



C *79 ] 

nature, and deftination of their refpeclive in* 
fcitutions; and acting under that fraternity of 
feeling which fuch a coinciiicnce naturally in<* 
Jj>ircs. The title which you bear is a glorious 
one : and wc too arc Friends of the People. 
If wc be alkcd, * Who arc the People ?* We 
turn not our eyes here and there, to this party, 
or to tliat perluafion, and cry, * Lo! the 
IVoplc but we look around us without parti* 
nliry or predilection, and we anfwer, ‘ The 
^ iiiultitudc of human beings, the living tnafs of 
‘ humanity aflbeiated to cxift, to fubfift, and 
‘ to be happy. In them, and them only, we 
‘ lind the original of focial au{|iority, the mca- 
* lure of political value, and the pcdcttal of 
‘ legitimate powr.' 

All Friends of the Pcojdc, uphokling their 
rlglitb and deploring their fufTerings, the great 
(»!\ictt of this Society is a real rcprcicntation of 
the Irilli Nation in an Iriih Parliament ; and as 
fiiciids of the whole people, wc fupport the 
ncc( ility of Catholics, dhiancipaiion, as a means 
of making reprefentation what it ought to be, 
Ircc, equal, and entire. If the people of one 
^.ountry be not obliged to obey the laws of 
:mothcr, on the fame principle when the people 
ri’iidcnt in a country have no fort of inilucnce 
over the Legiflature, that Legiflature will 
receive rather a difcretional acquiefceiice than 
h'gitimate obedience; ;fnd as this difcretional 
hate is dax:geruus, bccaufc precarious, a change 

becomes 
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becomes^ necelTary for the peace and happlncfb 
of the nation, violence being the laft xncalure to 
which rational beings will refort. 

“ The prefent ftate of Ireland with regard 
to population, is upwards of four miIlioiis» 
three of which are of the Catholic religion \ and 
with regard to political freedom, 

I . 'rhc ftate of Protejlant reprcfentation is 
as follows : 1 7 boroughs have no refidcnt elect- 
or ; 16 have but one : 16 have from two to five ; 
go have 1 3 ekdors each ; 90 perfons return tor 
106 venal boroughs, that is 212 members out 
of 300, the whole number. Fifty-four members 
are returned by live noblemen and four bifliops ; 
and borough inlluencc has given landlords fuch 
power in the counties, as makes them boroughs 
alfo. — In flxort, reprcfentation which in its na- 
ture is only a depofit, has been converted into i 
property ; and that Conftitution which is found- 
ed on equal Liberty, and which declares that 
no tax (hull be levied without the ‘ good will* 
of the people, is totally perverted in its princi- 
ples, and corrupted in its pradice ; yet the 
Majefty of the People is ftill quoted withaffcclcd 
veneration ; and if the crown be oftenfibJy pla- 
ced in part of the Proteftant portion, it is placed 
in mockery, for it is encircled with thorns. 

** 2. With regard to the Catholics^ the follow- 
ing is the fimpic and forrowful facl: : Three 
millions, every one of whom has an intereft in 
the ftate, and collcclivcly give it its value, arc 
taxed without being rcprcTented, and bound 

by 
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by laws to which they have not given confent* 
They now require a fliare of Political Liberty, 
in the participation of the elcAive franchife, 
and of Civil Liberty in the privilege of fcrving 
on Grand Juries. There can be no Civil without 
Political Liberty ; and in requiring tlie right of 
fu'Trage, they, in reality, demand only a fafe- 
guard for their religion, their property, and 
I heir lives. 

“ The code of Penal Laws againft the Catho* 
lies, reduced oppreflion into a Syftcm ; the 
afiion and preffure of this Syftem continually 
accumulating without any re-action on the part 
of the fufferers funk in the lethargy of fervitude, 
has confirmed the governing portion of the 
People in a habit of domination. This habit:, 
mixing with the antipathies of paft times, and 
the irritations of the moment, has impreffed x 
fyange perfualion that the rights of the plura* 
Hty are Proteftant property, and that the birth- 
right ot millions, born and to be born, continue 
tlie fpoils of war and booty of conqueft. TIxe 
perverfion of the underftanding perverts the 
heart j and this Proteftant afcendancy, as it 
calls itfelf, uniting power with paftion, and 
hating the Catholics becaufe it has injured them, 
on a bare inquifitorial fufpicion infufticient to 
criminate an individual, would crafe a whole 
People from the Roll of Citizenlhip, and for 
the (ins (if they were fins) of remote anceftors, 
^'ould attaint their remoteft pofterity. We 

have 
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have read, and read with horror, that Louis XL 
ordered the children to be placed under the 
fcaffold where the father was beheaded, that 
they might be fprinklcd with his blood. 

« It is, we think, by this unequal diftribution 
of popular privilege, that its very nature has ia 
this kingdom, been corrupted ; and from (he 
moment tliat PXpiality * of Rights was over- 
turned, and General Liberty became particular 
power, the public mind has been fplit into a 
conilid of faclions. General diftribution ot ihc 
Ele(ftive Franchife would make corruption iin- 
pradicablc ; but when common right bccfmu^ 
the property of perfon, party, or perfuaiion, it 
acquires a value equally unnatural and ung:)n- 
ftitutional ; is bought and fold ; rifes or f.ilh, 
like any marketable commodity. The (lipii- 
vation of the Elective Francliife on the out: 
hand, robs a great majority of the nation of an 
invaluable blelling-; and its accumulaticn in the 
liands of the Proteftant portion, operates on 
that very portion as a curfe. 'Ihe right of 
all heaped up and hoarded by the yite, bcconKN 
a public peft, and the nutriment of the Conhi* 
tution is changed into its poifon.'— The inicjui- 
tous monopoly rots in Boroughs, fpreads its 
contagion through Counties, taints morals aiui 
mannersS, makes Elections mere fairs for tlic 
traflic of Franchife and the fale of men ; in place 
of that nationality of mind, which fpreads ir> 
parental embrace around a whole People, fub- 

ftitutci 
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iiirutcs the envious excluding fplrit of felfilb 
cr.rporations, and fwelltng at length into mon^ 
iirous and gigantic afcendancy, holds forth an 
huiuircd thoufand hands to bribe and betray^ 
iv.d tramples with an hundred thoufand feet ou 
liiolc iniicrable millions, who iiavc loft their 
o:ily guarantee agaiuft injufticc and oppreflion. 

“ Inftrucled by the genius ihe Cunftitution^ 
ar.cl the genuine fplrit of the laws ; ijiftrucled- 
«t late by all that has been fpoken or written^ 

I r j»Vd, or fulTcrcd in the caufc of Freedom ; 
i!rtru\.^cd by the late Rcvoluiion in America ; 
i'v the laic Revolution in Ireland ; by tiic late 
Ki:vr)]ution in France ; hearing of all tlut has 
1 ccii done over the face of the globe for Li- 
hiTty, and feeling all that can be luffcrcd from 
the want of it; reading the Charter ot Inde- 
pcmlcncc to Ireland, and Kftening to ihc fpirit- 
i irriug voice of her great deliverer; acluated^ 
in Hue by that impcrilhabk fpark in the bofoni 
el luan, which the fervitude of a century may 
in'.iirher, but cannot extinguifti, the Caihqltcs 
ot this Country have been leffoiicd into Li- 
i.'crty ; have learned to know their rights ; to 
•iv icnllblc of their wrongs, and to detail by 
I't iceablc delegation, their grievances, rather 
endure without obedience. You ! in either 
f'higdoni, who reproach the Catholics of Jrc- 
for aiferting the rights of nature, burn 
V>ur Books, tear your Charters, break down 
}our Free Prefs, and crumble to pieces thole 

moulds 
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moulds which have caft Liberty in fo fair a form, 
as to make Catholics feel what Proteftants have 
felt, and join their admiration and love with 
thofe of a worfhipping world. 

This Society and many other Societies 
have affociated to create that union of power, 
and that brotherhood of affeiflion, among all 
the inhabitants of this ifland, which is the 
intereft as well as the duty of all. Wc are all 
Irilhmen, and our object is to unite the different 
deferiptions of Religion in the caufe of oar 
common Country. From the moft opp{ffiie 
points in the wide circumference of religion 
we tend, with incrcafing velocity, to the lame 
centre of political union. A Reform in Par- 
liament, preceding Catholic enfranchifement, 
would be in its nature partial and exclufivc ; 
and unlefs a Reform immediately follows tlnit 
emancipation (which it will certainly do) the 
cxtenfion of Elective Franchife, would only <h\d 
to the inafs of corruption. The centre of onr 
union is fixed and immoveable. The Prefl^yte- 
rian wifhes for National Freedom. The Ca- 
tholic afpircs to nothing more ; nor can either 
of them b(f brought to believe that thofe va- 
rieties of religious faith, which may be deemed 
the plcafure of the Creator, Ihould be made tlea 
engines of political torture to any of his crci' 
turcs. Too long have our People been fet in 
array of battle againft each other ; too long 
have the rancor and revenge of our anceftorii 

been 
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been left as a legacy of blood to their pofterity ; 
too long has one limb of the Social Body been 
ucl down, until it had nearly loft all feeling, 
life, and energy. It is our wifli, it is our hppe, 
to give Ireland the full and free poil'eilion of 
both Iicr arms, her Catholic arm, as well as her 
Proteftant arm, that flie may the better embrace 
her friends, or grapple with her foes. 

Such arc the principles and praclice of Our 
inftitution, which, having neither povt'er nor 
patronage, but merely the energy of honefty, 
il ls not only been diftinguilhed by the calum- 
hies of thofc, who are born only to bite the 
lied, and be cruflied under foot, but has been 
lionourcd by the obloquy of men, who fill the 
iirlt olllccs in the State. From them wc appeal 
lo natural right, and eternal jul'ticc, whichought 
evtr to be cftabliflicd without compromife or 
leflrvalion. From them we appeal to thofc, 
^ bo call themfelves Friends of the People. — 
not upon Ireland with an eye of indifier* 
i.c-c. "file period of Irifli infignificance is paf- 

• g fail away. If the Nation ever appeared 
">’itnnptible, it was becaufe the Nation did 

• t act: but no fooncr in tlic late waj was ic 
ouloncd by Government, than it rofe to dif- 

^ as a People. As to any union between 

’be ilhnds, believe us when we alTert, that our 
'oiion refts upon our mutual independence. — 
c (hiiJl love each other, r/ we he left to curf elves* 
is the union of minds whicli ought to bind 
S tlicf* 
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thcfe Nations together. Reciprocal intercfis 
and mutual wants will ever fecure mutual affec- 
tioh ; but, were any other union to be forced, 
and force only could effeft it, you would en* 
danger your liberties, and we (hould lofc our 
rights ; you would feel the influence of the 
Crown increafed beyond all fufferance, and wc 
fliould lofe the name and energies of a People, 
with every hope of raifing tp its merited flation 
in the map of mankind, this noble and neg- 
lefted ifland, for which God has done h 
much, and man fo little.” 

‘‘ Signed by Order, 

« THOMAS WRIGHT, Secretary.” 

I>V8I.IN| OSobcrii, 1792. 


ANSWER 

Of the Committee of the Society of the Frif-nt^ 
of the People, aflbeiated for the purpofe ut 
obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. ' 

Committee-Rooms, No. 51, Fritb-JIrettf 6'- - 

Sir, 

“We have received by the hands of Mf. 
Archdekin, the favour of your Addrefs, and 
ihall take the carlieft opportunity of laying it 
before the Society of the Friends of the People, 
at their firft Meeting, which is appointed to be 
held on the 15th of next month. We cannot, 
however, delay exprefling the pleafurc wc feel 
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In finding fo large a portion of our fellow-citi« 
zens entertaining fentiments fo juft, and ex- 
preffing thqfe fentiments with an energy that 
commands affent. Our endeavours muft ne- 
celTarily be confined to this ifland, and can have 
no immediate relation to Ireland, which ever 
mull poffefs a right to legillate for herfelf,— • 
Whether we fhall give or take the example, our 
wiihcs will ever be earneft for your fuccefs. 

In name, and by order of the Committee, 
(Signed) GEORGE ROUS, Chairman. 

Scvembtr 17, I 79 x. 

To the Prefident of the Society of United 
Irifhmen in Dublin* 


At a Meeting of the Committee on the 24th of 
May, it was ordered that the following 
Refolutions be printed and circulated by this 
Society. 


Thatcheo-HoUs£ TaVsrH, iStb May 178a* 

A t a numerous and rcfpeclablc Meeting of 
Members of Parliament friendly to a 
‘ Conftitutiona! Reformation, and of Members 
“ of fcvcral Committees of Countic5> and Cities. 

S a * PRESENT, 
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.PRESENT, 


The Duke of Ridimondj 
JLord Surrey, 
l^rd Mahon, 

- The Lord Mayor, 

Sir Watkin Lewes, 

Mr. Duncombe, 

Sir C. Wray, 

Mr. B. Hollis, 

Mr. Withers, 


The Hofi. William Pitti 
The Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 
Major Cartwright, 

Mr John Home Tookc, 
Alderman Wilkes, 
Doctor Jebb, 

Mr. Churchill, 

Mr. Froft, 

&c. 8cc. 8cc. 


** Rcfolved unammoufly,‘^t^ That the motion 
of the Hon. William Pitt, on the 7 th inflant, 
** for the appointment of a Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons to enquire into the hate 
•«of the Reprefentation of the People of Grcat- 
Britain, and to report the fame to the Houk, 
«« and alfo what fteps it might be nccch'ary 10 
take, having been defeated by a motion for 
** the order of the day, it is become indlfpcnla- 
bly nccelTary, that application fliould be matic 
to Parliament by petitions from the collcclivc 
«« Body of the People, in their refpeAivc diftricls, 
requefting a fubftsmtial Reformation of the 
« Commons Houfe of Parliament. 

“Refolved unanimoufly, “That this Mcct- 
“ ing, conlidering that a general application b) 
the collcftive b^y of the people to the IIoulc 
“ of Commons cannot be made before the dole 
of the prefent Seilion, is of opinion that the fail: 
“ of the People Jbould be taken at fuch times as may h 
“ convenient during this fummer^ in order to lay ihar 
“ feveral Petitions before Parliament early in the next 
“ Seffiony ijuben their propofals for a Parliamentary 

“ Reformatio^" 
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Reformation ( without which neither the liberty of 
“ the Nation can be preferved^ nor the permanence of 
a \joife and virtuous adminift ration can be fecured ) 

“ may receive that ample and mature difcuffion^ which 
momentous a quejlion demands^ 


f/; State of the Reprefentation ^England 
Wales, delivered to the Society, the Friends of 
i A People, ajfociated for the Purpofe of obtaining 
a Parliamentary Reform, on Saturday the ^tb 
cf February^ 


Report of the Committee appointed to Report upon 
ihj State of the Reprefentation in England 
and Wales. 

XT'OUR Committee apprehend that they 
X cannot better comply with the intentions 
of your Society, than by arranging the fubjeft 
referred to them under diftinft Heads, and giv- 
a plain ftatement of faftsunmixed with any 
^r.rumentative inference, and accompanied by 
other obfervations than fuch as a due atten- 
tion to pcrfpicuity may appear to render necef* 
fcry. 

S 3 


To 
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To this line of proceeding your Committee 
feel more particularly attached, becaufe it carries 
with it that internal evidence of opennefs and 
fair dealing which muft conciliate the unpreju- 
diced, even if it were poflible it Ihouki rail to 
convince them, and confines the opponents of 
Refoim to that iffuc which fets at defiance all 
fpeculation and fophiftry> apd on which every 
man is capable of forming a judgment. An 
unembelliflied detail of facls mull, to be refut- 
ed, be invalidated ; and for the fame reaion 
that it is impregnable if well founded, it is 
cafily fliaken if built on falfhood or error. By 
the very plan of their heport, therefore, your 
Committee give an unequivocal teftimony 
that tlicy reft their claim to credit folcly upon 
the accuracy of their llatenients ^ and they otlcr 
a fubftantial proof that they fear no invcfliga- 
tion into what they advance, by the manner in 
which tliey advance it. 

Your Committee have confidered the fiate 
of the reprefentation under three general Heads : 

First. They have examined, into THE RE- 
PRESEN rATION AS IT EXISTS IN POINT 

OF FORM; 

And herein, ^ 

ift. Of the divifton of the reprefentation^ or the 
proportions in which the different counties ot 
England contribute to the total number of 
prefentatives. 

-dly* 
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sJly. Of the dijlrihutton of the eledivef ranch fe^ 
or tlie proportional number of voters by which 
the different Reprefentatives are elefted. 

3dly. Of the right of -ooting^ or the various' rc- 
ftriclions and limitations under which the privi- 
lege of a vote for the choice of a Reprefenta- 
live is beftowed. 

4thly. Of the qualifications to be poffejfcd by Can^ 
didates y and thofe elided — and 
5thly. Of the duration of Parliaments* 

Secondly. They have examined into THE 
MODE IN WHICH ELECTIONS ARE 
CONDUCTED AND DECiDED ; 

And herein, 

I ft. Of the length of time to which polls are pro* 
tract cJ^ and the caufes thereof 
2dly. Of the ex pence and inconvenience arifing 
from the dijlance between the refidence of the Ek 6 lor^ 
and the place of Elcdlion, 

3dly. Of the influence of corporations by the powers 
inirufted to the returning odHcers* 

4thly. Of the appeal to the Houfe of Commons 
vndcr the operations of the A£lsy lothy i\th^ 25/^, 
and 2 Sth of Geo. III. as far as the fame relate to 
c^pcnce and delay. 

Thirdly! They have (hewn TliE MISCHIEF 
RESULTING FROM THE DEFECTS AND 
ABUSES POINTED OUT IN THEIR RE- 
PORT; 

S 4 And 
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And herein, 

Ofthefifiem of PRIVATE PATRONAGE, and 
the influence pojfejfed by Peers and wealthy Cmmoncn, 
in the nomination of what are called the ReprefenUu 
f ives of the People, 

By this divifion of the fubjecl your Committee 
cxliibit a view of Rcprefentalion, confidered 
with rcfpecl to its component parts, the mode in 
which thofe parts are combined, and the confcqucnca 
and effells of the whole fyfleni. 

Of the Reprefentation^ as it exifls in point of Form, 

YOUR Committee find that the number ot 
Reprcfcntatlvcs is 513 (exclufive of Scothml) 
and that they are returned to ferve in Parlia- 
ment by the different counties in the following 
proportions to the grofs number : 

40 Counties return 2 each, •— — 8 j 

11 Counties (Wales) 1 each, — •— i: 

Thcfc Counties, which arc clafTed according to the 
ufiial divirion of liingiand, return Members for the 
I different Cities, Towns, and Boroughs they con- 
tain, in the following propoitions, viz. 

Northern Counties, 


Northumberland, including Berwick, — .— 6 

Cumberland, — — — 4 

Wcftmoreland, — . — — « 2 

Durham, — •— — — a 

Yorkfhire, — — — — . 2S 

LancaOure, — — — — 

Nortbtm Countia return, cxcluGvc of County 
Members, — — • 5 4 




Carry over 
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Middle Counties Weflward. 

Brought forward 

Chcfliire* — — — — ^ 

Dcrbylhirc, — ^ ^ 

Statfordfhirc* g 

Warwickftiirc, — — — — 4 

VVorccftcrfliire, — ^ — *~* 7 

Shropftiirc, — — — ■— 10 

Hercfordfbire, — — — — ^ 

Monmouthfliirc, — • — — » ^ 1 ; 

(Jlouceftcrihire, — — ^ 

Counties IVeJl^ard return, exclufivc of County 
Members, — — — — 46 

Middle Counties Eajlward. 

0\fordniirc, ^ ^ — 

I^iicltinghamfliirc, ■ — — — 

Jitdfordfhire, — — — — 

Norlhamptonfhirc, — . — ^ — 

Noltinghamlh'ne, — — — — 

I-iiceftcrfhire — — — — ^ 

J.Micolnllurc —« — — — . . 

H'jntingdonlhire - — — — ■ — 

yaJulf Counties Eojlward return, cxclufivc of County 
Members, — — — — ^6 

Enjicrn Counties* 

Norfolk ^ 

.Suffolk . — — . — . 

t'.’.mbridgeflure — •— — - 

Hcrlfordftiire — — « 

Middlcfcx ^ ^ — 

l.llcx •— 

t ^jhrn Counties return, exclufivc of County Members - 

Wejiern Counties* 

I^orfetn»irc ^ . — — 

bomerfctftiirc — — — 

I>cvonfldrc ■ — — 

Cornwall — — 

^^fjern Counties return, exclufive of County Members - 


5 
IX 

z 

7 

6 
o 
z 

10 

z 


to 

u 

z 

4 

6 

6 


16 

a4 

4» 
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Southern Counties^ 

Brought forward 

Kent — — ^ ^ 

Suflex — ^ ^ 

Surrey — — ^ ^ 

Hamplbirc — — — — 

Berkfhirc ^ ^ 

Wiltfhirc — — ^ 

Cinque Porta — — — «« 

Southern Countiet and Cinque Ports return, exclulivc of 
County Members — _ 

la Counties of Wales returu i each, cxclulive of 
County Members 

a Vm^erjitiesj z each r~. 


“~38e 

% 

'■ 18 
ta 
34 
1 

3 * 

1 $ 

n; 

ll 

4 


Total 51 j 

Your Committee, having thus fhewn the pro- 
portions in which the different counties and di- 
vifions of England are reprefented, will next 
endeavour to point out in what proportiens the 
ElccVive Franchife is dijhibuted among the body of 
Flexors, 

Your Committee have found it impraclicabJe 
to obtain any accurate account of the total num- 
ber of Eledors in England, but they conceive 
that the neceflity for fuch an account is effen- 
tially obviated by the one which they are ena- 
bled to lay before you. The following flatc- 
nicnt, on the general corredlnefs of which tlicy 
can rely, is conclufive to prove, that, by the 
partial and unequal manner in which the xnafs 
of Electors is divided, fuch a proportion of the 
513 Reprefentatives is returned to Parliament 
by a few, as renders it of little confequence by 

how 
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hovr many the remainder is elefted. If 3 per. 
fons be chofen by 30, and 2 by 4970, though 
undoubtedly the 5 are chofen by 5000 ftill it 
vill hardly be contended that fuch a diftribu- 
tion of the Eleftors does not cfFeftually take 
away every advantage of popular reprefentatioai 

Your Committee find that two hundred and 
ffty /even Members^ being a majority of the Com. 
mons of England, are elc< 5 led by 1 1 ,075 voters \ 
or in other words by little more than tiie 170th 
prt of the People to be reprefented, even fup. 
pofmg them to be only two millions. 

The operation of this defecT: in the Reprefen. 
tation cannot however be thoroughly under- 
flood, without obferving the manner in which 
the body who return this majority is fuh-di* 
'•Sided ; for this purpofe your Committee have 
drawn out the following ftatement, in order to 
bring before you in detail, the number of Elec- 
tors by which each of the different Reprefen- 
tatives, w^ho conftitute a majority of the Houfe 
of Commons, is chofen ; and, w ith a view to 
fhew all that the Reprefeniation even pretends 
to be, your Committee have confidcred Burgage 
tenures, and other Rights of a fimilar defery- 
tion, as creating real voters ; the adiual number 
of which they have taken into their calculation, 
reckoning them as Electors having individually 
a free choice* 


A STATEMENT 
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A Statement of the Proportions, in vjhkh the 
Elcdive Franchife is diftributed among that Body 
^Electors who return the Majority of the 513 
Members for England and Wales. 


Places where Ihe right of 
voting is in Btirgagc and 
other Tenures of a fimiUr 
defeription. 

Number of voters Members. 


Appleby 

2iO 

1 

A (h burton 

200 

1 

Great Bed win 

80 

1 

BeeraKion 

ICO 

1 

Blechingly 

90 

a 

Boroughbridge 74 

a 

Bramber 

36 

a 

Clithcroc 

101 

2 

Cockermouth 

260 

a 

Downton 

20 

a 

£. Griiiflead 

3^ 

a 

Heyttibuiy 

50 

a 

Horlbam 

60 

a 

Knaretbro* 

IIQ 

a 

Matton 

100 

a 

Midhiirft 

100 

a 

Northallerton 

200 

a 

Perersftcid 

IS 4 

a 

Richmond 

270 

a 

Kipon 

186 

a 

Kyegate 

ICO 

a 

Saltalh 

38 

a 

Old Saium 

7 

a 

Thirflc 

50 

a 

Wcobly 

4 y 

1 

Weft bury 

50 

a 

Electors 

2938 return ja 

Places where 

the number 

voters does not exceed 

50. 

Aldborough (Su.) 35 

a 

Andover 

- 15 

a 

Banburv 

»9 

) 

Bath 

3» 

a 


Number of voters Memberi. 


Beaumaris 

24 

1 

Bcwdlcy 

M 

1 

Bilhop^s Cattle 

SO 

a 

Bodmyn 

36 

£ 

Bofliney 

20 

a 

Bracklcy 

33 

2 

Buckingham 

*3 

a 

Caine 

34 

a 

Cnmelford 

*9 

a 

Caftle Riling 

SO 

2 

Chriftchurch 

40 

a 

Corfl* Caftle 

ao 

a 

Devizes 

30 

a 

Droitwich 

14 

2 

Dunwich 

40 

2 

Baft Looe 

20 

a 

Edmondfbury 

36 

a 

Caiton 

10 

a 

St. Germains 

20 

a 

Grampound 

SO 

2 

Harwich 

3 * 

a 

Hclfton 

36 

2 

Haftings 

12 

a 

Launcetton 

ao 

a 

Lilkeard 

SO 

a 

LcftwithicI 

14 

a 

Lyme Regis 

3 * 

a 

Lyminglon 

iS 

a 

Malmtfbury 

U 

2 

Marlborough 

7 

a 

St, Maw'cs 

St* 

2 

St. Michael 

41 

a 

Newport (H.) 

J 4 

a 

Newtown (L.) 

SO 

a 

Newtown {H.j 

1 36 

a 

Or ford 

ao 

2 

Romney 

*3 

a 

Rye 

25 

a 

Scarborough 

44 

a 

Taviltuck 

JO 

a 

Thetford 

31 

2 


Number 



Xumbfr of voters Members 


Tiverton 



a 

Truro 

a6 


2 

Wilton 

50 


2 

Winchclfea 

9 


a 

Wycombe 

48 


2 

Yirmouth (H.) 13 


2 

rieiftors 

1449 

ret. 

100 

Pisces where 

the 

number of 

Noters does not exceed 

foo. 

A^'mondeiham ;o 


2 

Aidborough^Y}^? 


2 

tailington 

62 


2 

Dirlmouth 

98 


2 

\\ eft J.ooe 

70 


2 

Ivitt'ey 



2 

Cren Grimfby 75 


2 

llsflcmere 

60 


a 

Highaii Ferrers 84 


2 

H\ihe 

96 


2 

M mtgomcry 

8o 


1 

Newport (C.) 

62 


2 

Oikharopton 

96 


2 

Poole 

ICO 


2 

I'uUfmouth 

J'slifbury 

60 


2 

54 


2 

NMford 

8 a 


2 

ning 

loo 


2 

''iockbridge 

lea 


2 

Totnefs 

80 


2 

iVegony 

60 


2 

Wetilock 

ICO 


2 

H hitchurch 

70 


a 

Pilc^tors 1 

781 

ret. 

45 

Places where 

the number of 

/oters does not exceed aoo. 

Arundel 

190 


a 

Pofton 

200 


2 

^Hdport 

i8o 


a 

^-jppenham 

140 


2 


Number of voters Members 


Cambridge 

2 oO 

2 

Dorchefter 

2 00 

2 

Eye 

300 

2 

Guildford 

12o 

a 

Ileydon 

190 

3 

Hindon 

200 

2 

Huntingdon 

300 

3 

Ilchcfter 

150 

2 

St. Ives 

180 

2 

Ludgerlhall 

1 10 

2 

Mint-head 

160 

2 

MilbournePort 1 1 4. 

3 

Morpeth 

200 

2 

Penryn 

140 

2 

Plymouth 

160 

3 

Plymplon 

104 

2 

Qneeidborougli 1 3 1 

a 

Ketford 

1 12 

3 

Wallingford 

140 

2 

Ware ham 

»50 

2 

Weiidover 

120 

a 

Wood flock 

200 

2 

\V cotton Baflct • 60 

2 

Winchefter 

110 

2 

Ele^ors 

4461 ret. 

56 

PKiccs wlierc the mimhcr of 

voters docs not exceed 300. 

Marlow 

216 

2 

Brivlgcwater 

250 

3 


446 

4 

ABSTRACT. 


2.938 

eledt 

52 

*>449 

— 

loo 

1,781 


45 

4 4.461 

— 

56 

446 

— 

4 

11,075 

return 157 


Your 

The general accuracy of this ftatement your Committee 
fatished may be relied upon. They do not pretend to ftate 
raat the number of voters in every feparate boroiiyh is exatfUy 
^reertained, but they arc perfuaded that they arc rightly clujjidt 

that 
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Your Committee will now call your attention 
to the ^various rights of voting which arc cxercifed 
in the different places returning Members to Par* 
liament. 

, They find that the members for the 52 coun. 
ties are all ek^cd by one uniform right. Every 
man throughout England, poffeffed of 40 {hillings 
per annum freehold, except in certain cities and 
towns having peculiar jurifdi^ions, is entitled 
to a vote for the county in which fuch freehold 
is fitiiated. 

With refpeef to the different cities, towns, 
and boroughs, they exercife a variety of fepa- 
rateand diftind rights, fcarcely capable of bring 
claifed in any methodical order, and flill Icfs 
of being afeertained by the application of any 
fixed principle. In the greater part of them 
indeed the right of voting appears to be vefted 
in the freemen of bodies corporate^ but, under 
this general defeription, an infinite diverfity of 
peculiar cufloms is to be found. In fome places 
the number of voters is limited to a felecl body 
not exceeding 30 or 40 ; in others it is extend- 
ed to 8, or 10,000. In foinc places the freeman 
muft be a rcfulent inhabitant to entitle him to 

vote ; 

thit is, that thofc places fet down in the fecond daft have no: 
mure than ^o; in the third eJaf; not more than too? and fo oi 
the reft. The difficulty of giving the exaft number will at once 
appear, when it is recollected that in mofl; of the Boroughs 
here mentioned, there have been no contefts for many years. 
Yonr Committee have, however, procured the beft intcUigcccc 
In their power. 
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vote ; in others his prefence is only required at 
an eledion. The right to the freedom is alfo 
different in different boroughs, and may, aq- 
cording to the peculiar ufage, he obtained by 
birth, fervitude, marriage, redemption, &c. &c. 

The remaining rights of voting are of a ftill 
more complicated defeription. Burgageholds, 
leafcholds, and freeholds, — fcot and lot, inha- 
bitants houfeholders, inhabitants at large, pot- ^ 
wallopers, and commonalty, each in different 
Boroughs prevail, and create cndlefs mifundcr- 
iuinclings and litigation, from the difliculty 
which is daily found to arife in defining and 
fettling the legal import of ihofe numerous dif- 
tinctions, which, in fomc places, commit the 
choice of two members to as many inhabitants 
aj every houfc can contain ; in others, to the 
poileflbr of a fpot of ground where neither 
houfes nor inhabitants have been feen for years, 
•uid which, in a few inftances, have even pre- 
vented the wifdom of Parliament, from finally 
d.etcrmining who are entitled to vote, or what 
the right is # 

Your 

* Potnfret, Poole, Wcftjunflcr, Ludpcrn.all, Newark, and Car- 
■ -c. have appeals upon tTO right of voting before the Houfc of 
t'.fT'mons remaining ycl undecided. 

A great variety of cafes might be quoted to (hew the inconveni- 
virifing from the prefent complicated rights of voting ; that 
‘ >-^haJh in particular is too curious to be unnoticed. Since the 
V’^^Ar I it has Occupied the attention of no lets than Ji‘vt Com* 
and is ftill open to difpute. In 1 785, the right was deter* 
to be in the corporation, and the candidates returned bf 
”iem were declared to be duly defied. One of thefe gentlemen 
vacated his feat, a n».w eledion brought the queftion again 
bttcrc the Houfc, when tl.c right was (jclcrriuacd to be in the 
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Your Committee have not cnteted into any 
detail of the different rights of voting, becaufe 
it would have extended their report to a very 
tedious, and, in their opinion, a very unnccd. 

length ; they cannot, however, pafs over 
this part of their enquiry without calling your 
attention to^e following fadls, conceiving that 
the inanne;^ which the voice pf the people i> 
at prefent collcded, cannot be placed in a 
ftronger point of view by Hating thole who / 7 n, 
than by deferibing fonie of thofe who arc n:t 
entitled to vote. 

A man poffeffed of loool. per annum, or any 
greater I’um, ariling from copyhold, Icafchold 
for 99 years, trade, property in the national 
funds, or even freehold in the city of Loudon, 
and many other cities and towns having pecu- 
liar juril'diftions is not thereby entitled to 
Vpte. ; 

RcUgious opt&iptis create an incapacity to 
cxcrcifc the Ele^ve Franchife. All Catholics 
arc excluded g<^ncMjj|r, and by the operation 
of the Tcft Laws, l^teftant Diffenters arc de- 
prived of a voice in the Elfftion of Reprefen- 

W ' tatives 

lurgage and the feat given accordingly. By thefe conrr.i* 

di^lory decifions two gentlemen voted in Parliament for ihrc’C 
yearsi each of ihem denying the prctenfion» of the other, and e 
ilouf€'of Comoal^s having at dilfereat timea decided againit the 
right of both. 

For a competent knowledge of the Ihirious rights of voting, fi'-' 
the Rffiorts of Meffrs. D'juglas, LmlfrSf PbtUipSf and Frcr,:^t 
where, in nine volumes, much light if thrown upon the 
♦ Kington tffen Ihill, forinftance, the number of freeholder'* 
that excluded, is dated to amount to jco. 
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tati^’es in about thirty boroughs, where the 
right of voting is confined to the corporate 
officers alone. • 

A man paying taxes to any amount j how great 
for his domejiic ejlabitjbmeni^ does not obtain 
a right to vote unlefs his rejidence be in fame borough 
vA:re that right is vejkd in the inhabitants^ To 
-fcertain how jfar this exception applies, your 
Committee have carefully examined into the 
number of boroughs in which the cledive fran- 
chill* is committed to the inhabitants, and they 
tirul them to be 6o, of which 28 contain left 
:haa 300 voters. Your Committee mult here 
idcJ, tliat it appears by a return made to Par- 
liuiicnt, from the Tax-oflicc, in 1785, that the 
number of houfes paying taxes was 714,911. 

Such appears to be tlie nature of the princi- 
r-il cjualilications, and rcftriclions under which 
the right of voting is beftowed or withlicld j it 
i-xt remains to be lliewn %oho may legally be cho* 

/. n as the Keprefentative. 

\ our Committee find a variety of difabilities 
by different llatutcs, or the cufiom of 
iyiiament. By thefc, minors, papifts, aliens, 
^‘^rgymen in prieih* orders, fiicrifi’s, and other 
^-turning officers in their refpedive jurildifti- 
perfons concerned in the management of 
pertain duties, or poffefling certain eiBces, con- 
and perfons holding penfions during 
I caiure, arc incapacitated to fit in the Floufe of 
-'unmons, Befides thefe difqualifications, there 
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-is alfo another moft material one, by which th« 
Eleftors are precluded from making choice of 
any man not poffefled of property in land. By 
5 the 9th Anne, c. 5. every Candidate, if required, 
jBuft take an oath that he has clear eftate of 
freehold or copyhold,* to the value of 600I. per 
annum in the cafe of thc.Knight of a Shire, and 
300I. in the cafe of a citizen or burgefs and 
the oath muft be renewed when the member 
takes his feat. The only exception is in favour 
of the Reprefentatives of the two Univcrfuics, 
and the cldcft fons or heirs apparent of Peers 
and perfons poiTefllng 600I. per annum, frem 
whom no qualification is required. 

With refpeft to tbe duration of Parliamrnt:^ 
your Committee find, that by an aft pafled in 
the year 1694, (or foon after the Revolution,' 
it was declared, that, By the ancient Ja-.vs or, i 
Jiatutes of this kingdom^ frequent Parliamcnij cuf. 
io be heldy and that frequent and new Parliarur.:^ 
tend very much to the happy union and good agree- 
ment of the King and Pcopic^* and therefore ir 
W'-as enafted, “ that no Parliament fiould la,' 
longer than for three years d* 

In the firft year of the rcxgn of Geo. I- 

1715) the Parliament, which was thus clccc cd 
for three years, determined that it would bf 
more convenient to hold their feats for 
and by a law at that time pafled, and fiill unre* 

♦ A Copyhold qualifies to uprffent^ but not to 

pcalcdj 
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peakd, fuch at prefent is ther legal term ^ befdre 
the expiration of which the people cannot re- 
voke their truft, be ^hc condu^ of their Rcprc- 
fentatives what it may. The royal prerogative 
gives however to the King a better fecurity for 
the good behaviour of the Commons toward 
the Crown, by enabling him to dilToIve the 
Parliament at any hour W'hich to his Minifters 
fliall feem proper. 

OF THE MODE OF CONDUCTING 
ELECTIONS. 

Your Committee having reported upon the 
various heads which the firfl divifion of their 
enquiry prefented to them, and having, in 
lb doing, laid before you -W^hat may be 
called the conftituent parts of an eleifUon, 
(^namely, the places entitled to fend the Repre- 
Icntativcs, who arc qualified to choolb, and who 
to be chofen) come next to examine in what 
nianner thofe dilferent rights are brought into 
•legion, and to Rate to you, ^/jc mode in which 
Idiclions are condtt^ed. 

Your Committee find that Election proceed- 
ings arc carried on with extreme inconvenience 
to the Eledors, and excefiive cxpence to the 
Candidates. The two evils are however fo in- 
timately blended, and depend fo 'much upon 
other, that, from an idea that a feparatc 
^^ul diftinct difeuffion of them would only lead 
^0 tirefome repetition, and unneceflary detail, 
T 2 it 
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It iias fetctt thought moft advifeablc, to confider 
them both under one head. 

The firft defeft in the fyftem eftablifhed for 
eollefting the opinions of the people, to which 
your Committee will requeft your attention, is, 
that the Poll^ whether the voters confiA of lo, 
or 10,000, and whether thi right of voting be in 
inhabitants refident, or in freemen, or free- 
holders difperfed throughout the county, is cnly 
taken in one fixed place* A freeholder of Corn- 
•wall^ living in Northumberland^ muft forego die 
exercife of his franchife, or travel to Lefiwiihiel; 
and a freeman of Berwick^ refiding at Fabneuth, 
can only be heard as an Eleftor after a journey 
of 400 miles. 

As thefc may be called extreme cafes, and 
f^our Committee are above all things anxious to 
confine thcmfelvcs within the limits of ftria 
fa£l and prafticc, they conceive it necefFary to 
enter into fome detail on this fubjeef. 

In County Eleclions it frequently happens 
that the freeholder, living in the county itfcll, 
muft go 40, 50, or 60 miles before he can be 
admitted to poll j but thefe are trifling journic^ 
compared to what muft be taken by thofe who, 
being freemen of one city or towri, refidc ra 
another* Your Committee have thought they 
could not ftlrnilh better information rcfpefdi'*S 

. ♦ Except in Hampjhirr, where, for the cafe of the inhabKantt* 
the Sheriff has a power of removing the Poll to the IHc of U :£ ■ “ 
7 & 8 W. c, aj. f. io. 

tlu> 



c «05 3 

this inconvenience, than by confulting and 
making cxtra£ks from a certain number of tbqfi 
poll books, which are printed at different Bo* 
roughs by authority of the returning officer, 
and which diftinguifh the number of refuUnt 
from non-refident freemen. From thefe ap- 
pears that, at the following places, the pro- 
portion at the lafl: contefts flood thus : , 


Relideiitt From London From the Country Tot. 


C^mterbury • 

8-3 4 

153 

354 

J339 

Covfntry 

1891 

35^ 

478 

454J 

Ledford 

919 

187 

33 » 

*438 

Lincoln 

4a8 

146 

4<?6 

960 

Xewcajlle (Nor.) 

1148 

408* 

839 

1 U 5 

Jirijlol 

3957 

663 

1429 

6049 

Cole hi’ (lev 

5*8 

417 

5*5 

X480 

Lanctijlcr 

657 

144 

2481 

4 l 8 » 


From the above, which are fclcfted from a 
great variety of fimilar inftances, to give a gene- 
ral idea of the fubjecl, it appears, that in many 
places the non-refident are nearly equal to the 
rcfidcnt voters, and in fomc places adually out 
number them. 

Your Committee have not thought it nc- 
cclTary to Hate more than two clafl'es of non- 
reiidents, viz. thofc from London^ and thofe from 
d)e cowitry generally. The variety of diftances 
from which the latter are brought, would, if 
here fet down, extend this rcpor| too great 
length, but the curious may eafily fatisfy them- 
klves by a reference to the printed polhbooks* 
Your Committee conceive they give an average 
T 3 fufficicntly 
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iulEcicntly corrcft, when they take the diftance 
which the country voters have, one with ano- 
thcr, to travel, to be, for each place, a fourth 
fart of the diftance which fuch place is from 
London. Thus the non-refident country voters 
for Briftol, it is to be affumed refide 30 miles 
from the place of poll, thofe living in London 
not being nearer than 120 miles. 

On enquiry among thofe agents who have 
been in the habit qf managing the conveyance 
of voters from one place to another, fuch ac- 
counts have been received of the extravagant 
expence attending this part of an Ele^ion as 
would, if here let down, fubjeef ‘ your Com- 
mittee to the imputation of having exaggerated 
in their ftatement. For inllance, every voter at 
Newcajlle upon Tyne^ coming from London, is 
faid to coft 30I. ; at E,\eter 20I. ; at Brijhl 1 5L 
at Colcbejhr 1 ol. The reafons affigned for fuch 
exorbitant charges are, that the greater part of 
the freemen are tradefmen, or mechanics, who 
cannot be fuppofed to travel great dillanccs, 
merely for the fake of giving a vote ; that they 
are to be enticed from home, if not by direct 

bribery, at leaft by the inducement of pleafafit 

conveyance, good accommodations, anti reafon- 
able fatlsfadion, if not fomething more, for 
their trouble and lofs of time ; and that, when 
a Candidate undertakes to pay the travelling 
expences of a man who -is to confer a favour 
upon him at the end of the journey, it cannot 
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be cxpeded that he will venture to fcrutini^c , 
too clofely into the expedition with which he 
proceeds, or the length of the bilk he incurs on 
the road. 

What effeA this reafoning may have on the 
minds of thofe who are not converfant in Sec- 
tions, your Committee know not ; but the ac- 
curacy of the following eftimaie^ which, for the 
better underftanding the extent of the essence 
in queftion, they have thought it proper to lay 
before you, will not, they perfuade thcmfelves, 
be controverted, except for the purpofe of 
aJding to the amount. ‘ 

rjhmate of the leafl expence of conveying a voter 
from the place of his refidence to the 
place of the polL 

Sixpence per mile — coft of conveyaocc. 

Seven (hillings and 6x^pence per day — coft of maintenance. 

Ten (hillings and fixpcnce |>cr day— for lofs of time and trouble. 

This ♦ laft charge is calculated from the fum 
’'vliich, on an average, is paid on the fame ac- 
count to witnefles from the Country attending 
Eledion Committees in the lioufe of Commons. 

■!» 

* It IS true, that in the (IriAncfs of the law, the voter is npt 
•ntitlcd to be paid for his lofs of time and trouble, but the prac- 
’ ‘f doing it has become fo general, and the propriety of it io 
‘'-iverfally affented to, that it is now notorioiiny infifted upon by 

voters, and neceflarily complied with by all candidates. 

T 4 According 
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^ According to this cftimate it appears, that 
A voter taken 50 mUs to poll, will coji. 

For conveyance out and home - - ^ 

For three days maintenance - - x ^ ^ 

For three days lofs of time and trouble - in ^ 

iC.j 4 0 


A voter taken 250 miles to polly will cojl^ 


For conveyance out and home 

11 

lo 

For feven days maintenance 

* a 

xz 

For feven days lofs of time and trouble 

- 3 

IJ 


jC.iS 

16 


In the above, your Committee have fuppofed 
that the voter fpends only one clear day at the 
place of Eleclion 5 but they muft obferve, that, 
from every information they have been able 
to colleft, his ftay there is generally much 
longer. 

With refpccl to the expedition with which 
the voter travels, it is impofliblc to lay down 
any fixed rule as to the number of miles to be 
travelled in one day ; but your Committee ap- 
prehend, they may be fairly ftated to be from 
50 to 90, according to the diftance of the entire 
journey. A voter, for inftance, would be a day 
in going from London to Canterbury (56 miles) 
and probably not more in going to Coventry 
(01 miles) ; and in fuch journies as from Lon- 
don to Ncwcafilc(273 miles) he might continue 
to travel at the rate of 80 or 90. 


If 
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If any credit be given to the accuracy of thefe 
eftimates, it will be eafy, with the affiftance of 
the preceding extrads from the printed poll- 
books, to form an idea what the expence of 
bringing non-refident voters to poll muft be in 
places where the Electors are numerous.— *Thuj?, 

At Colcbefler. — The voters refident in London, being 247, 
to be brought 50 miles to poll, rouA, if abrent 3 days, 
coft at leaft 5/. 4i. each, or all together, - • jC»sx 8 o 

At Coventry. — The voters refident in London, being 356, 
lo be brought 90 miles, fuppofing them only to be out 3 
diyf, coll 7/. 4j. each, or all together, - 

At Xcwcartlc upon Tyne. — The voters refident in London, 
being 208, to be brought 274 miles, muft, fuppofing them 
to be abfent from home 7 days, coft at lead 20/. each, or 
all together, . . . • . £.4160 

At Brlftol.«-The voters refident in London being 66j, to be 
brought 120 miles, even fuppofing them only to be out 
4 days, muft coft at Icaft 9/. lax. each, or all together, ’ £*6^64 

The non-refident voters coming from the 
different parts of the country, your Committee 
liave before propofed to confidcr as travelling 
quarter of the diftance which the place of 
f leciion is from London ; but as it would be 
difficult to lay down any fixed rule by which 
to eftimatg the length of time the country voters 
^rc abfent from home, they will leave every 
pciibn to form his own calculation on this 
Brandi of expcnce. The truth is, that where 
the diftance is under 25 miles, fbmc voters 
ga and return in one day, whereas 
where the diftance is above 10 miles, 

will 
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wlU make their polling a bufincfi of two 
days. Much depends on the voter's charader 
and occupation. If, however, the country vo. 
ters belonging to Briftol were to be ciUmated as 
colling only al. 8s. each (that is reckoning them 
to be abfent only one day,) they would all toge. 
thcr be a charge upon the Candidates of 3,429!, 
which, added to the expcnce of London voters, 
would make the totgl amount to be defrayed, for 
non-re ftdent electors 9,793/. 

This evil of the voters refiding at a place 
diftant from the poll has alfo another elTcc'l, 
namely, the rendering nugatory an a^ pafl'cd 
io prevent giving meat and liquor at ElCiTms* 
Cuftom has fauAioned the propriety of opening 
public houfeSji for the reception of voters from 
the country, and it may cafily be conceived how 
impoffible it mull be, during the tumult of an 
Eleftion, to diftinguilh one defeription of Elec- 
tors from another ; the confequence is, that the 
refident freemen are equally with the non-rcfi- 
dents admitted to participate in the diftribution 
of liquor, and that the whole town is a fccnc of 
drunkennefs and confufioii, to the great incon- 
venience of the inhabitants, and the intolerable 
cxpencc of the Candidates. 

Your Committee know not in what way they 
can bring before you any cxafl detail of the 
various other expenccs to which Candidates are 
liable. A heavy charge is incurred from 
fees payable on the admillion of freemen having 

an 
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,n inchoate right 5 that Is, a right acquired, but ^ 
not claimed, and which, as it is to be exercifed 
for the benefit of the Candidate, is fo generally 
tiken up at his expcnce, that from cuftom it is 
rever confidered as an aft of bribery. Thcfe 
ices vary much, and amount from five {hillings ' 
to five guineas for each admifllon. The nurtie- 
rous points of law which arife in the courfe of 
every conteft make it neceffary for the parties 
to have the affiftance of counfel, and foHcitors; 
the manoeuvres which attend all polls, conduced 
upon a fyftem of fuch intricacy as they are at 
this day, require the exertions of many vigilant 
agents ; the very cockades form an indifpenfa^ 
ble and heavy coft in an Election ; nor can any 
Candidate, fpeaking generally, flatter himfelf 
'\ith much hope of fuccefs, unlcfs his liberality 
diid contempt of oeconomy keep equal pace with 
the extravagance of his competitor. All thefc ‘ 
however arc evils which thofc, who have never 
been concerned in Eleftions, cannot perhaps be 
made to feel, and which to thofc, who arc con- 
verfant in them, wdll appear much under -rated. 
Vour Committee proceed in their report of thofc 
inconveniences which admit of dired: proof, 
the ne'xt to which they mull turn is — 

Tbe extreme knph io v^'bhh foils arc protra^ed* 

It has been fhewn that be the number of voters 
it may, the poll is to be taken in one fixed ' 
place; it is now to be feen how' long that place is 

liable; 
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liable to be expofed to the dreadful tumult, dif. 
orders, and outrages which are but too well 
laiown to attend Llcclion contefts, 

ByanAct pafledin the 25th Geo. 3. c. 84. (1785) 
for the better regulation of polls and icruii. 
nies,** the continuance of polls is authorized to 
laft during^^^^’^’n days. 

Of the reaibns which induced the Legiflaturc 
to acknowledge the propriety of fo very tedious 
a proceeding, your Committee can give no ac- 
count, but they will endeavour to explain the 
nature of the methods praclifed to fill up the 
number of days thus liberally allowed. They 
muft not however here omit to remark, that by 
the iith Geo. i. c. 18. (unrepealed by the Ita- 
tutc above quoted) the poll for the city of London 
muft be clofed within /even days from its com- 
mencement 3 a limitation the more extraordi- 
nary, as the voters in the city of London amount 
to a number not exceeded by any place in hng- 
latid, except Wcftminftcr. 

If a Candidate wilh to procraftinatc, he has 
fevcral ways open to him by which he may pro- 
traft the poll to the utmoft extent of its legal 
limits. 

He may direft his friends to vote one by one 
as flowly as poflible. By a cuftom, which from 
.practice has obtained the force of a law, a poll 
j^annot be clofed uulefs no vote be tenderer 
within a reafonablc time after the returnh^, 
ofiiccr has made three proclamations. By ha\ in : 
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3 vote therefore ready to tender after every 
fecond proclamation, a Candidate may continue 
to protract the bufinefs of the poll to fuch a 
length as may tend to the infinite vexation and 
expence of his antagonift. 

But fliould it happen that he, whofe intcreft 
it is to delay, has not friends enough at hand to 
[:\^d the poll^ (as it is called) in the above manner, 
the law provides him with another mode of car- 
rying his point. He may require all the oaths 
to be actually adminiftered which certain fta- 
tutes authorize him to infift upon. Thefc arc 
in number no lefs than fix, viz. the oath of AI» 
kgiance. the oath of Supremacy^ the Bribery Oaib^ 
the oath of Rejidence^ the Declaration of Teji^ and 
the oath of Abjuration. The aft of giving a fin* 
£;lc vote may thus be converted into a tedious 
iind troublcfome operation. 

Should neither of the before mentioned expe- 
dients be thought fuflicient, there ftill remains 
i never-failing fourcc of procraftination in the 
complicated and ill-afcertaincd qualifications and 
difqualifications of Eleftors. Dull indeed mult 
be the counfcl who attend an Election, if in the 
'vay of objeftion or reply they cannot contrive 
to lengthen the proceedings to the utniofi ex- 
tent of their client’s wilhes. 

Your Committee come now to Ipcak of the 
fAver entrufted to the returning officer^ and which, 
in all corporate towns, is the power 
the feleft body who choofc him. 


Of 
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Of the various means of influence and con 
ruption thrown into the hands of thefe felect 
bodies by the prefent fyftem of Eledions, your 
Committee could fpeak largely did they nor 
fear the detail would be too extenfive for the 
limits of their report. They therefore make no 
comments upon the number of civic-honours, 
and employments, with which thefe formidable 
bodies can tempt the ambition, or the intcrefts 
of the opulent ; they forbear to obferve upon 
the controul they obtain over the lower clafs ot 
people, by the terrors of their magifterial au- 
thority ; they fay nothing of the influence de- 
rived from the power of granting or refufing 
licenfes, from the difcrction with which they 
arc frequently invefted in the diftribution of 
public charities, or the weight they poffefs from 
the appointment of parifli officers, and the fuper- 
intendance of poor rates, and parochial airdl- 
ments ; — your Committee in this place will only 
call your, attention to the power they enjoy 
through the medium of the returning tfficer. 

The returning officer is vefted with the entire 
and uncontroulcd fuperintendance of whatever 
relates to the conduct of an Eleftipn. He ^ 
entrufted with abfolute authority from the hour 
of his receiving the precept, to the hour in which 
he makes his return 5 for the law repofes the 
inoft unbounckd confidence in his wifdom 
his honefly, as will be feen by the following 
ftatement of the various difcrctionary powers 
committed to him. When 
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WJien he receives the precept from the She- 
riff, he is to make proclamation of the day of 
Elcd:ion } and this he may^ without affigning any 
reafon for fo doing, brhig on either on the 5/Z^, 
6 th, 7//^, or %th day^ as to him may feem good 
to enlarge or curtail the notice. A variety of 
cafes may readily be conceived in which, this 
power of expediting or protracting might be of 
infinite importance to the interefts of the Can* 
clidates, but your Committee will only mention 
two, viz. where freemen have been made by 
redemption or purchafe, and want a few days 
to conipleat the twelve months, before the ex- 
piration of which, they cannot legally vote ; or 
where the right being in inhabitants houfe- 
holdcrs, or perfons paying fcot and lot, feme of 
them have not finilhed the fix months refidence 
which the ftatutc requires as necefl'ary to con- 
ftitutc an inhabitant. 

When the day of Eleftion is fixed, the return* 
ing ojjiccr is to appoint the poll clerks ; and the cn- 
creafing or reducing the number of thefe, tends^ 
in populous places, materially to expedite or re- 
tard the proceedings. 

During the time of the Eleftion the returning 
'Seer has the peace of the borough^ under his care^ 
•tnd he may, at his diferetion, create as many 
^fiiftant confiables as he may choofe to think 
there is occafion for; — ►thefe he will fcarcely 
ftlcck but from among thofe who are in the fame 
inicrcft with himfelf. 

But 
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But though he is thus empowered to provide 
for the prefervation of the peace, the exiflenceof 
tumults and riots gives him a frejh opportunity of ex- 
orcifing his diferetion. By the i25th of Geo. Ill, 
it is enaded, that the poll muft be kept open a 
certain number of hours in every day, “ unlcfs 
prevented by any unavoidable auideni^^^ What 
is ‘^^an unavoidable accident,” the returning of- 
ficer is to decide ; fo that the whole operation 
of this provifion of the law is left to his difere- 
tion. Particularly it refts with him to deter- 
mine, in the event of any dijiurhance^ whether 
it require an adjournment, and for how long. 
But the great fource from which a* returning 
officer derives his confequence and power, re- 
mains yet to be ftated. 

' Hitherto your Committee have only fpoken 
of duties which require no more than honcit 
intentions to difeharge properly ; — they now 
come to condder a truft repofed in him, for the 
due execution of which not only integrity, but 
peculiar difeernment, penetration, and legal abi- 
lity arc abfolutely necefiary. 

The extreme importance annexed to the pro- 
per difeharge of the duties of which your Com- 
mittee are now about to fpeak, cannot be better 
explained than by examining into the precau- 
tions taken by the legiflature on another occa- 
fion of precifely the lame nature. * 

A trial of the merits of an Ele^lion before a 
Committee of the Houle of Commons, is no 
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niore than ^ repeHtUm^of ibe trial bad before th€ 
returning officer at the. time of the poll. Tlic 
points in difcuifion are the fame \ and the regu- 
lations thought neceffary by Parliament for the 
inveftigation uf them upon the apped» abuh^ 
dantly prove the intricacies in which the prefent 
fyftera of Election laws arc involved, and the 
ftrong temptations to which the judgments of 
thofe who are to decide, are virtually acknow- 
ledged to be expofed. 

To enquire into the merits of a petition com- 
plaining of an undue return of a Member to 
ierve in Parliament, when the queftion is 
brought before the Houfe of Commons, it is 
thought neceflary to fecure impartiality by 
choofing a jury of thirteen by ballot ; and to 
prevent the inconvenience that would arife if 
the lot ihould fall on thirteen gentlemen, unac- 
ciiftoined to judicial proceedings, the parties arc 
permitted to nominate two more, who aie 
added to them. 

With fuch cdution it is thought neceffary to 
conftitute the court, which, upon the appeal^ is to 
enquire into the difputed rights of voting, the 
qualifications, and difqualifications of Eleftors, 
and the various legal diftinclions which arife 
from the operation of fo extenfivc a body of 
ftatutes as thofe relative to Ele<5tions. The 
Committee fo appointed have alfo full power to 
fend for perfons, 'papers, and records, and to 
examine witnefles upon oath. 

• U 


At 
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At the EleSlion itfelf the lame tmft is com. 
mitted to one many who, though originally only 
a minljlerial officer, is veiled with equal autho- 
rity to decide, but left to form that decifion 
from the mere affertions df partial witneffes not 
fpeaking upon oath, and to oppofe whofe tefti. 
mony, whatever he may fufpeflr, or either party 
demand, he can neither compel the attendance 
of perfons, nor the produclion of written evi- 
dence. All difputable points of law which 
arife in the courfe of an Eleftion, arc fubmitted 
to his foie determination, lie is to fettle what 
lhall or lhall not be received as evidence, and 


arbitrarily to decide upon all doubtful votes 
which he may admit, or rejeft at his pleafure. 
In a word, to his uncontrouled judgmeniy and to 
the purity of his motives in the exercife of it, the 
Houfe of Commons looks for the legal and 
true Reprefentative of the People. 


, Thcmagnitudeofthetruil,andthccorrupt prac- 
tices of which thofe who poffefs it arc to be ful- 
peded, your Com mitt ce apprehend they havefuffi- 
cicntly Ihcwn, by Hating the jeahufy with which 
the LegfJIattire delegates it to its own Members. 
Why they iliould difplay fo much Icfs anxiety 
for wifdom and integrity in the taking of the 
original poll than in its revifion, your Com- 
mittee do not prefume to guefs, but a due 
attention to fads compels them to affert, th^t 
it cannot be from any reafonable prcpoffelfion 
in favour of returning officers, becaufe your 

Committee 
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Committee muft report them to be, very fre- 
quently notorku/ly illiterate and needy y very gene- 
rally avowed partizans of one of the Candidates ; 
and almoft always appointed by intrigue or cabah 
Of the numerous petitions prcfentcd to Parlia- 
ment, there is fcarcely one hyxt what contains 
fome charge again ft them eitlfer for partiality or 
corruption ; and of the various mal-pradlices in 
which they have been detedled, and of the muU^ 
titude of offences of which they have been con- 
victed, let the journals of Parliament, from the 
frft volume to the laft, bear teftimony* 

Your Committee having thus explained the 
manner in which Ele<ftions arc conducted, come 
now to ftate the nature of the remedy provided bf 
the kgijlaiure^ in all cafes where the propriety of the 
return is difputed. 

There are various ftatutes exifting, upon 
wlfich actions may be brought againft returning 
oflicers wilfully negleding their duty, or making 
falfc returns \ but as thefe only give damages^ 
♦ind do not qjfed the feat in Farliament^ your 
Committee conceive it unneceffary here to reca« 
pitulate tliem, and therefore proceed immedi- 
to the very celebrat^^i remedy introduced 
m the loth year of his Majefty’s reign j and 
commonly known by the name of Mn Gren» 

ihe operation of this appeal, of late years fo 
extolled, your Comniittee are under the- 
Painful neceffity of declaring to be a fource of 
U 2 ve;caiiout 
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^beMthus d^lay and intolerable ep^f^nce ^ andthev 
call t|ie following fafts to confirm their affertion. 

The laft General Election took place in the 
month of June 1790, and the petitions prefented 
to Parliament, complaining of undue returns, 
were in number * of Siefc twenty^one were 
decided within twelve months ; nine more ivithm 
two years ^ and the opening of the year 1793 has 
fecn the Houfe of Commons with difficulty pro- 
cure Committees to proceed upon the complaint- 
of the remainder* It is to be obferved, that tlu* 
perfons returned, cxertifeytiW the petitions againtl 
tliem are brought to a hearing, every privilege / 

Member of Parliament; and it has happcncti, 
that men have fat in the Houfe, and votcil 
during the two laft Seffions of the prefent Par- 
liament, without^ as it has afterwards appeared, 
having had any prctenlions whatg^rer, bcyoml 
the good wiflies of a pliant returning ofiiccr. 
The event of the petitions, now depending, 
tnay poffibly fhew, that fbme even fit three 
Seffions (or ojie half of the iifnal duration of a 
liamenPs exiftencej with as little right on then 
fide. 

Such is the manner in which the Houfe of 
Commons poftpones the decifion of the appe^l'^ 
brought before it* When at laft the fuitors 
have the fortune to procure a hearing, the 
length to which the proceedings are protracted 

n 

* See the vQtcs of the Houfe of Commons* 


exceeds 
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exceeds all bounds. The court can only fpare 
time to fit five hours in each day, and the num*- 
ber of days which may be confumed in the trial 
of a petition, will appear from the following 
account of the duration of fomc of thofe which 
have been tried within thefe laft ten years.* 



ComnXittee appointed 

Krport made Trial lallcd Oaya 

784 Downton 

17th January 

t9th July 


784 Ivclchcfter 

a9ih June 

4ift July 

%% 

78 f Bedford county 1 8th March 

19th May 


785 CrickLidc 

14th Fcbiuary 

4th April 

4S 

jSj Downton 

1 7th February 

9th March 

10 

785 Penryn 

a 4 February 

1 8th March 

aa 

787 Southwark 

3d March 

4th April 

3* 

7S^’ Scaford 

a 2d February 

13th March 


787 Norwich 

1 jth February 

9ih March 


789 Colchefter 

46th Fcbruaiy 

6th April 

39 

789 Weftminfter 

3d April 

6th July 


79 > Carlifle 

a 5th February 

14th March 

•7 

791 Exeter 

4th March 

a 3d March 

>9 

791 LiidgcrfhaU 

49th March 

14th April 

17 

79 X Oakham pton 

3d February 

28th February 


791 Fowey 

8th February 

7 th March 

47 

79« Slcyning 

1 5th February 

7th March' 

40 

179X Downton 

ytb April 

1 7th May 

40 

791 Ncwcaftlc (SO aad February 

2 1 ft March 

46 

:9z Horlharti 

16th February 

1 oth March 

84 

791 Steyning 

13th March 

5th April 

»3 

792 Scaford 

48th February 

19th March 

»9 

792 C^eDce(tcr 

5th March 

loth May 

66 


Your Committee having thus (hewn the 
lay and inconvenience to which they who apply 
for redrefs to the Houfe of Commons, arc ex- 

pofed, have only to ftate the expence to which 

* 

* Sec the vote* of the Houfe of Common!. * 

U 3 they 
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they are likcwife fubjeded, in order that a tho. 
rough knowledge may be had of the fituation 
in which petitioners are placed, who appeal 
from the decifion of the returning oJEcer. 

Tour Committee might lay before you nuinc. 
rous accounts, and thofe perfe^lly authentic, of 
the enormous fums expended by parties having 
petitions tried before the Houfe of Commons, 
|)ut, always preferring to quote thofe fads 
which arc eafieft to be proved, they will only 
'avail themfelves of the particular cafes where 
the charges have been recorded. 

By the -2 8th III. where petitions are re- 

ported to have been frivolous and vexatious, 
tatted cofts are allowed / by referring therefore to 
thofe petitions w^hich have been fo reported, 
your Committee are enabled, from authority, 
Jp.give a general idea of the expences attending 
. appeal to the Houfe of Commons. They 
c^ly beg it may be remembered, that the 
amounts flated underneath, are the med, 
and not the real cofts, which they underftand 
to have been nearly double, and that they arc 
^ jhc charges defrayed by only (>ne of the parties. 

tjThe hearing of the petitUm fof Barnftaple lafted t days— 
tsaed cofts - • . - - - 

1791 Weftminfter a days • - 39 ^ 

1791 Colchefter a days - r 
1 791 Lattder a days * • • 

1791 Orkney 3 days • - * 9 S 

1791 Bodmyn 1 day 


Tour 
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Your Committee will fum up all that has 
been faid refpefting the mode of conducing 
Eleclions, and the operations of Mr. Grenville’s 
ads, by a plain narrapiyc of the progrefs of two 
recent contefts. The firji at Seaford^ where the 
number of voters is lefs than 90 ; the fecond at 
Wejiminjier^ the moft populous borough in Eng- 
land. 

At Seafordy the objed of one of the Candi- 
dates was to protract the Eledion till twenty- 
fix of his friends had completed the fix months 
rcfidence, which the law requires to conftitutc 
inhabitancy, and of which term, when the diflto- 
lution of Parliament took place in June 1790, 
(cventcen days were wanting. 

The means adopted on the occafion to obvi- 
ate this difficulty, were attended with fucccfs. 
The returning officer was cautious, and patient. 
Exercifing his diferetionary power to the utmoft 
extent, he did not bring on the Eledion till the 
eighth day * after receiving the precept, and the 
remaining nine days were confumed in purfuing 
the methods mentioned in the former part of 
this report. The qualifications and difqualifi- 
cations of the voters were canvafled at full 
length, and their principles and purity ex- 

* In 1784 the returning oflieer for Seaford chofc to be as much 
expeditious in hia proceedings as in 1 790 he was too diiatorf. 
He brought on the election on thp fo/urth ; the confequence of 
which was, that it was determined to have been •vnJt and the 
parties were ezpoIiMl to the expence of a fecond conteft. 

U 4 amined 
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zmintd by the teft of every oath which the hw 
has at any period invented againft popery, bri* 
bery. See. — The counfel argue^d, the returning 
oiScer doubted) the Candidate harangued, and 
the Eleftors fwore, till the.ncceffary number of 
days were paft, which qualiSed the twenty-lix 
new inhabitants to vote. The poll then clcfcd 
and the Candidate, whofe intereft it had been 
to procraftinate, carried his point, merely by 
manceuvre and delay. . 

The lofing Candidate prefented a petition u> 
the Houfc of Commons againft this return, but 
could not obtain a hearing till the 2%th cf Fe- 
bruary ^ *79^* A Committee was then appoint- 
ed, which after fitting nineteen days, reported to 
the Houfe on the 19th of March, that the Mem- 
ber returned was not duly eleded, and that his 
opponent was entitled to the feat — a feat, f'f 
which he had been illegally deprived near izi-o 
years i hecaufe the returning ojfftcer required nine day^ 
to pall left than ninety votes, and the recovery cf 
which was attended with an expence perfcFlly in- 
compatible with every idea of free ReprefetUaiion. 

The fecond cafe to which your Committee beg 
your attention, relates to Wejlmk^kr. 

The EleclioncamcOn the r8th of July, 178*1, 
and the poll continued^ 14 days. A petition 
was prefented to Farliament, complaining of an 
undue return; and it came to a hearing on the 
3d of April, 1789. 
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The Committee continued to fit till tlie iStfi 
of June, when they came to the following moft 
extraordinary Refolutions. ■ 

Rcfolved, ** That from the progrefe which 
the Committee have hitherto been enabled to 
“ make, fince the commencement of their pro- 
ceedings, as well as from an attentive conifc 
“ deration of the different circumftanccs relating 
“ to the caufe, a final decifion of the bufincii 
‘‘ before them cannot take place in the courfe 
“ of the prefent Seffion, and that not impro. 

BABI.Y THE WHOLE OF THE PRESENT PaR- 
LIAMKNT may be CONSUMED IN A TEDIOUS 
“ AND EXPENSIVE LITIGATION* 

Refolved, That from tlic neceffary length 
of the proceeding, and the approach of a 
General Election, which muft occur not later 
than fpring 1791, (nearly t*wo years dijlant) 

THE PROSECUTION OF THE CAUSE ON THR 
‘‘ PART OF THE PETITIONERS PROMISES TO 

Fruitless, as far as it respects 
“ Representation op Westminster in th® 
PRESENT Parliament. 

Refolved, That it be recommended to 
■“ the petitionars to withdraw their petition un- 
‘‘ der the fpccial circumftaticcs of the cafe/* 

The bufincls, however, proceeded till the 6th 
of July, when the petitioner was obliged to relink' 
Im claim^ after in vain attempt wg to bring; U 
*0 a final tjfue in the courfe of a hearing which lajled^ 
above thr££ months. 


In 
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In all this long period, the only act of the 
Committee which bore even the appearance of 
a judicial decilion, was a refolutron refpe^ling 
fife right of voting in Wejiminjler. Againft this 
determination an appeal was prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons on behalf of the Elcdors, in 
July 1789, and, though regularly renewed in 
every SefTion, has not yet been favoured with a 
hearing, notwdthftanding it has been before the 
Houfe ahon)e three years. The confequence is, 
that, at this hour the right of voting in Wejlminjlet 
Remains unfettlcd^ and fhould another conteft take 
place, it would again expofe the Candidates to a 
tedious, expenfive, and probably fruitlcfs liti- 
gation. 

Y our Committee conceive they cannot better 
cdbclude this part of their enquiry than by a 
feort ftatement of the general fcfults which arife 
from it ; 

They therefore report, that it appears, 

That^ the number of Reprefentativesaffigned to 
thfc different countiesisgrofsly difproportioned to 
their comparative extent, population, and trade. 

That, a majority of what are called the Re- 
prefentatives of the Commons are returned by 
the i7oth part of the male fubje^ts of England 
:payiftg taxes, even fuppoiing thefe only to 
amount to tv^o mililons. 

Thatj the partial diftribution. of the elective 
franchife, which fubdivides this lycth part into 
155 other parts, commits the d\oice of Repre- 

fentatives 
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fcntativcs to feleft bodies of men of fuch limited 
numbers, as renders them an eafy prey to the 
artful, or a ready purchafe to the wealthy. 

That the right of voting is regulated by no 
uniform or rational principle refpe^ting either 
property or condition. That from the caprice 
with which it has been varied, and the obfeuri- 
ty in which it has become involved by time 
and contradiftory decifions, it is a fource of 
infinite confuiion, litigation, and expcnce. 

That the manner in which eleflions are con- 
ducted is difgraceful to the name of free election. 
That it is inconvenient to the ele<flor, and ruin- 
ous to the candidate. That it is a fcourge to 
the honeft and peaceable, and a harveft to the 
difiblute and corrupt. 

That the power given to returning oiBcars, 
too often, (except in counties) men of extremes 
ignorance, or known depravity, added to the 
delay of the Houfe of Commons in attending 
to the petitions fiir redrefs, firequently deprives 
the elcdors of their true Reprefentative for 
years. 

^bat the prefent fyftem of cleftion laws 
which profcflTcsiio qualify a man for Parliament 
who poffeffes three hundred pounds a year, is 
only calculated to infult the People with the 
ftew of an independent choice, becaufe, by 
operation, it difabks all, who have not inconks 
of at Icaft as many thoufands, from becoming 
t^ndidates. 
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I'aftly, That the length of the duration of 
Parliaments, fubjecied to the will of the Crown 
tends to make the Heprefentative independent 
of the conftituent, to render him fubiniifivc to 
the commands of thofe in power, and to dif- 
ttirb that happy union and good agreement 
between the King and People,’" which, by our 
anceftors at the Revolution, was fo conftitu- 
tionally afferted to arife “ from frequent and 
new cledions.’* 

OF PRIVATE PATRONAGE, AND THE 
- INFLUENCE POSSESSED BY PEERS 
AND COMMONERS. 

Ycmr Committee having explained the na- 
of the Reprefentation confidcrcd ^^ith re- 
Ipeft to its Icparate and diftin^f parts, having 
Ihewn the defedivc and inconvenient materials 
of which it is compofed, and pointed out the 
difiiculties thereby thrown in the way of the 
f;ur Elecior and the independent Candidate, 
CQvm now to inveftigatc the operation of the 
,^hcile, and to examine and report what Is the 
^general refult as it affects the fecurity of the 
Conftitution, and the liberties of the country 
at large. 

Your Committee arc aware, that, infpeaking 
upon this hcad» they are about to enter on a 
fubje£f which they might eafily difeover many 
inducements to pafs over in fflence but they 
feel that they have undertaken a public duty ot 

an 
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an importancewhith precludes all idea of lillcn- 
ing to any private confidcrations, and they ea- 
gerly embrace the opportunity of proving their 
(iiiccrity in the caufe of the people, by a full, an 
explicit, and an impartial (latement. 

To this line of condud, even if they wer^ 
not urged by principle, they would be com- 
pelled by motives of regard for the charader of 
that Society to which they have the honor to 
i)o!ong. Such unprecedented pains have been 
taken to diferedit the intentions with which 
you have profefled to ad *, fuch high and une^o* 
peded authorities have been exerted to hold 
you up rather as the enemies than the friends 
of the people^^hat your Committee conceive 
it their duty, to enable you to join iffuc with 
your calumniators, and, prepared with evtry 
evidence the caui'e requires, to appeal to the 
fober judgment of the country. 

Your Committee report, that the grofe defeds 
and abufes which, under the preceding heads, 
tiicy have proved to exill: in the prefent mode 
of Reprefentation, have cRabliflicd a system 
OF PRIVATE patronage, which renders the 
condition qf the Houfe of Commons prjst&kally 
as follows. 

5 1 P<?cr9 and the Treafury nominate - 90 

Proctti'c the return of - • yy 

Pairooagc of 71 Peer* and the Treafury 167 ■ ' 

91 Commoners nominate ** • Sa 

Procure the return of - - - 57 

Patronage of 91 Commoners - *39 ' 

*' 5 - return - - ;c6 out of 5 13 MemU-rs, 

i’his 
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This fiatement your Coihnuttce arc aware 
will create confiderable furprize ; and as many 
may be taught to doubt its accuracy, they have 
thought it neceflkry to explain- the nature of 
their calculation, and on what it is founded, in 
fuch a manner, as that every man may be ena- 
bled to correft their errors, if they have erred, 
or to convince himfclf of the truth of what they 
have afferted. 

With this view they have given the names of 
the different Patrons, and are happy that thofe 
names are of too refpeftable a deicription to 
afford the mod remote fufpicion that any invi- 
dious motives have produced the mention of 
them. - 

The Patronage your Committee have divided 
under two heads— and Injiuence ; 
and attributed it to diftind perfons, under the 
deferiptions of Peers and Commoners, 

With refpe^ to this firft divifion, your Com- 
mittee defire to have it underdood that. 

By a nominationy they would deferibe that 
abfolute authority in a borough which enables the 
patron to command the return. The number of 
places fet down in this clafs might, your Com- 
mittee have every rpafon to believe, be with 
ftrt^ propriety confidcrably cncreafed,‘but from 
a wifli to avoid all cavil, they have confined 
themfelves to fuch boroughs as are under un- 
doubted controul. Thefe, in general, are the 
private property of the patrons, or have the 
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right of voting vetted in a fmall corporate body, 
the majority of whom arc his immediate de- 

pendents. J * 

By Influence^ your Committee would deferibe 
that degree of weight acquired in a particular county^ 
citVy or borough^ which accujionis the ele^ors on all 
vacancies to expect the recomnundaiion of a candidate 
by the patron^ and induces them^ either from fear^ 
from private intereji^ or from incapacity to tfpptfk^ 
bccaufe he is fo recommended^ to adopt hinu 
This dlftinction between Nominations and' 
lufluence has appeared neceffary for fevcral 
reafons. It is true that the effeft of both w 
nearly alike, but ftill it might feem improper 
to fpcak of them in the fame terms. The Rc*» • 
prefentation of Old Sojtum and of Chefter could 

Jhe 

are 

many other places, where, though the will of - 
the patron is conftantly complied withy it would 
peihaps feem too harfli a phrafe to fay that he 
can command* 

On the fubjeS of the countiesy which are ftated ,, 
to be under influence, your Committee 
cfpecially anxious td fay a word or two in ex- , 
planation. 

They would be forry that, owing to any mif- 
apprehenlion, it ftiould be conceived that in 
every inftance where they ufe the word/;^«^wr, 
injurious fenfe (hould be annexed to 
Property, they well know, will always have at 

confidcrable 


jiot, for inftance, without much offence, 
^claffed under the fame bead, and there 
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cohfiderable opefation, nor is it meant to inC- 
nuate that, becaufc there is faid to he influence 
corruption muft neceflkrily be fuppofed to exift! 
Where fortune enables, and difpofition induces 
a man to difcharge the friendly offices of neigh- 
bourhood and connexion with zeal and liberali- 
ty, your Committee would be deeply concerned 
^to be fufpefted of a wifli to arraign, or in any 
manner decry the extcnfive and lionorable at- 
tachment which fuch a line of condud niufl, 
and ought to procure. 

Property ihay however obtain a degree ot 
weight beyond what is natural to it. It may 
be enabled to excite fear as well as to procure 
refpeci: ; and without purchafing 'a majority, 
or cohtrouling its depiSndents, it may acquire 
fuch power as to overcome and bear down all 
oppoMon. ^ 

Prccifcly this fpecies of power Is tJirown into 
the hands of the wealthy, by the fyftein on 
which at this day elections are conducted. It 
confines the choice of the Ele^ors within the 
ranks of opulence, becaufe, though it cannot 
make riches" the foie objefl of their affeclion 
and confidence, it can and does throw obflacics 
almoft infuvmountable in the way of every man 
who is hot rich, and tliereby fecures to a felcct 
few the capability of becoming candidates. 

This monopoly has not however been obtain- 
ed without many and vigorous ftrugglcs, but 
it has unfortunately happened that reflftance 

has 
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ills but fervcd to tighten the cord. Contefts 
have been found to be attended with fuch ex- 
travagance, party iieat, tumult, cxpcnce, and 
litigation, and the dreadful effefts of thefe have 
fprcad fo wide and endured fo long, that, on 
the profpcft of a vacancy, more confideration 
i> now beftowed to contrive the means of pre^ 
hrviiij; the peace of the county, (the phrafe ufedon 
thefe occafions) than to fecure its freedom and 
iiidependence, 

riic meafures adopted for this prefervatioil 
of the peace are different in different counties ; 
in all, however, they arc founded onfome fort of 
COMPROMISE, by ^bich a facrljicc is made of at 
iqi one half of the Freeholders* Franchtfe. 

County Elections may . be faid to be, in gene- 
r.il> contcfled, ' either by two political parties^ 010 
! ^ tu'o ^rcat families, or by a great family ami the 
la all thefe cafes the expedient ufually 
i].id recourfe to, to prevent the confequences of 
.1 iiruggle, is for each of the contending interejls to 
one Member. 

Wl^ere political parties alone are concerned, 
it cannot indeed be faid that fuch an arrange- 
incnt comes under the head of influence or 
jntronage, becaufe in truth its only operation 
entirely to ftrike out of the Reprefentation 
the County compromifed j but where the con’- 
are made from one great family to another, 
from the gentry to a great family^ as is often 
ivewediy the cafe, can there be a queftion as to 
X the 
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the (ituation in which at lead one of the hlc;:; 
bers returned byevery County, focircumfhncc.!. 
is placed r Docs he not o^lCC his feat to a Patrou i 
And is it in the power of the mafs of the Free 
holddrs to break the combinations thus forniL,; 
af!;ainft tlicm, uiilcfs they lhall have the vcr. 
peculiar good fortune to find a man, who, with 
principles fufilcicntly independent to fet Uhv 
above the fear of offending thofe in power, !' 
ready to incur the fatigues, and able to detr,\ 
the enormous expence of a contcfl:, conduce i 
upon the grofs fyllem of abufe which has hem 
explained by your Committee in the former 
part of their report ? 

Much of what has here been faid rcfj>cclin^ 
the caufes which contribute to bring the He- 
prefentation of Counties within the reach ot t 
patrpn’s iniiuence, applies to populous cities 
and great towns: but in thofe there is alfo 
additional influence to be- flated whicli is ob- 
tained through the medium of the rcturni ’ ; 
officer. From the ftrideft enquiries your Coir- 
mittce have been able to make, they are cc n- 
' vinced that, in nine corporate towms but » i 
ten, one Member^ at leaJi^As returned by the Ji ^ 
body. Of the fad the curious may eafily inform 
themfelves ; but let it be remembered that, i| 
it Ihould be afeertained, the folc queftion will 
then be, who influences the feled body ? 

It would have been an endlcis tafle to ha\v 
difcufl'cd all the information your Committee 

ha''^ 
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have received rcfpcclin^ the probability of alte- 
rations ill the ftate o£ the patronage at the next 
rJec'lion *, and as the whole of thefe fuggeftions 
are built on fpeculation, and whether well 
grtiunded or other.wife, only change the name of 
t!:: patron^ thej^ have thought it belt to coniine 
themfelvevS to what appears to have been the 
Hate of the various interefts at the lajh General 
hleclion. 

With refped to the tnjluetice of the Treafury^ 
your Committee apprehend that it will occafioa 
much furprize to find it apparently fo limited, 
but it muft be obferved, that this is not a fpe- 
cics of influence fubjed to any direcl proof, and 
tiiercfore your Committee have, wherever they 
could, avoided the mention of it, by inferting 
the name of the oft^nfiblc patron, even where 
lie openly holds a place during pleafurc under 
Government. 

The fources whence the influence of the Trca- 
fury is derived in the five towns mentioned in 
the table, your Committee apprehend to be too 
notorious to require any explanation. 

With regard to the diflinefion refpe^ting 
Peers and Commnersj your Committee beg to 
be underftood as having made it, becaufe they 
have thought it their duty to point out the ex- 
tent of an interference, which the Houfc of 
Commons has uniformly declared to be un* 
conflitutionah 

X 2 


At 
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At the commenceinent of every Icflion 
the following refolutionsj are entered on the 
jotirnak. 

Refolved, « That no Peer of this Realm 
“ hath any right to give his vote in the Eleftion 
“ of any Member to ferve in Parliament.” 

'Rcfol'^cdj “ rhat it is a high infringement 
** upon the liberties and privileges of the Coin- 
“ mons of Great-Britain, for any Lord of Par- 
“ liament, or any Lord-Lieutenant of any 

County, to concern tliemfelves in the Llcc- 
“ tions of Members to ferve for the Commons 
“ in Parliament.*’ 

Your Committee have been the more difpofed 
to take notice of thefe Refolutions, becaufe the 
power of the Houfc of Lords, in matters of 
Eleflion, has been prodigionfly encrealed within 
the laft ten years by the creation ef wW Peers, 
^bo return, by nomination and influence, no Ufs than 
twenty flour Members to the Houfe of Commons— 
If, therefore, the interference of the Lords in 
the ElefUons of the Commons be, as the latter 
uniformly declare, a high infringement of their 
liberties and privileges, your Committee muft 
report thofe liberties and privileges to have 
been of late fubjeft to the mdf alarming and 
firequent attacks. 

Your Committee have thus endeavoured to 
explain the nature of the diftindHon they have 
made refpe^ng the patronage of the diflFercnt 
places. Subject to thefe obforvations they pro- 
ceed 
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teed to lay before you the following table, an4 
will only add the moft folemn affurance, that it 
is, to the beft of their knowledge, a true and 
unexaggerated ftateinent. If in any inftancc 
ilicy have erred by attributing a patronage to 
any nobleman or gentleman of which he is not 
pofleffed, let it be confidered whether, in cor- 
reding the miftake, you can do more than erafe 
uie name for the purpoje of inferting another, which, 
as no party fuggeftions ought here to have 
weight, cannot make any fubftantial difference. 
The objeft of your Committee is not to fliew 
that this or that particular fet of men have ob- 
tained the command of the Reprefen tation, but 
to prove that the people have lofi it : If, thcrc- 
iore, they fliall even have committed ftich an 
error as to have put down any place in the ta- 
ble which is not only uninfluenced by the pa- 
tron there named, but alio uninfluenced by 
any Angle patron whatever, let it be examined, 
whether fuch place do not come under the de- ' 
Icription of being compromifed by political parties ; 
it fo, it is equally taken away from the fervice 
of the people, though it cannot be.faid to be 
given to the cofitroul of an individual. 
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In the preceding table your Committee have 
in ft>me places Itatcd on!}' one Member to be re- 
turned by influence. The following is the lift 
of thole places, exclufive of the Counties repre- 
fen ted in a flmilar manner. 

Aylefbury, I.ewes, Ou.Uiford, 

Chichtitcr, Arundel, Doicheftcr, 

Lynn, Plymouth, ScaT-Td, 

Wells, i Kofton, Bath, 

Cirencefter, l4idU»w, Leominftt'r, 

l)civfr, O-vford, 

Bodimn 

Your Committee not being able to procure 
any authentic information rcfpecting the dif- 
pofition of the fccond vote in thefe places, have 
foreborn to make any cfHinate of it. In a few 
inllances (moil probably in all tlic (a)untics) 
there is rcalbn to believe that it is cxcrcUcd with 
a proper Ipii it of iiulcpetKlcnce ; but in general 
it can hardly be fuppofctl that thofe wlio obfe* 
quiuufly fur render one half of their privileges, 
will be very Icrupulous in the difpofal of what 
remains. 

The following boroughs, viz. Stocfibrnf^c^ Hcy» 
doriy and Barnjlaplc^ wivdex sXvi 

ment of no pafticular patron, inuft not however 
be pafled over in filencc. The number of voters 
in them all does not amount to 500 j and 
though your Committee do not think it pru- 
dent to ftate the fort of influence winch they 
are informed has rooft weight in thefe places, 
they conceive it right to mention their namei 

1‘cparately 


Retford,' 

Bi id port, 

ishrewibutr, 

iluuiton, 

Rochefter, 

Siiidbury. 
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Icpantely, and others may determine how far 
the Members they contribute, might with pro- 
pricty be added to the lift of thoic, with whole 
return to Parliament the unbiaffed fuflrages of 
the people have little or no concern. 

It remains only to fay a few words on the 
number of places compromifed by political parties, 

. It has been before obferved, that thefe ar- 
rangements are made frequent by the intolerable 
expcnce attending coniejis^ to avoid which an expe- 
dient is adopted, which, in its operation, effec- 
tually deftroys every principle of Reprefenta- 
tion. Your Committee here fpeak of thofc 
compromtfes wdiich take place between political par- 
iks^ and which arc very diftineb from thole 
between two contending patrons^ or a patron and 
the ele^ors* In the latter cafes, the compromife 
relates to in the former to mea/ures. It is 
not impofiible but that thofc w’ho are returned 
by the influence of a patron^ may, (though not 
the organ through which the Eledors might 
w'iffi to fpeak) in delivering their own, deliver 
the fentiinents of thcElcdorsj but thofc who 
arc returned by a compromife of parties ^ muff, to 
be faithful to their feparate tr lifts, counteract 
the political cunfcquencc of each other, and 
deprive the Borough that fends them to Parlia- 
ment, of all Parliamentary weight. When, two 
gentlemen honcftly and confeientioufly profefs 
principles diametrically oppofite, (for your 
Committee arc perfuaded that each of the Mem- 
bers 
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bers of the places in queftioh 5s honourably aU 
tached to his party, by the conviction that fuch 
attachment is beneficial to his country) can it 
be faid that the Borough which is reprefented 
by both of them, is reprefented for the purpofes 
of more than a Turnpike, or a Paving Bill* 
Will it be contended that fuch a choice can arife 
from any other caufe than a dread of the confe- 
quences that would attend any attempt to afcertain 
the real fentiments of the majority of the electors f 
Or can it be believed that men voluntarily make 
a facrifice of one half of their franchife, and 
that too in fuch a way as to render the half 
they retain of no value ? 

Let it not be thought that your Committee 
wiiji to call any imputation on the Electors 
who fubmit to thefc compromifes. They do 
not merit any, for, in truth, they adopt them 
on compulfion ; neither, while fuch a majority 
is returned in the manner that has been fhewn, 
is it of any material confequence how or by 
whom the minority is eleded* It has been 
alked why Manchefer^ Birmingham, and othd^ 
populous places, do not petition for leave to 
fend Members to Parliament, and their filence 
has, by the enemies to Reform, been conftrued 
into an argument in favour of the prefent ftatc . 
of the Reprefentation ; but furcly thefc com^ 
promifes afford at once a fatisfaCtory anfwer, 
when it is feen that the mode of conducing 
ElecUons is fuch, as makes Newcafle, Brijlol, &c* 

Y more 
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more anxious to wave than to cxercifc their 
privileges. 

The following Is a lift of the places com- 
pfomifed by political parties — Newcaftle upon 
Tyne — Briftol — Chcfhire — Eftex — York — 
Weftminftef — Leicefter — Maldon — Lancalhire 
— Glouceftcr — Prefton — Cumberland — Hcrc- 
fordftiirc, and Suftex. 

It only remains for your Committee to give 
the grand refult of their whole enquiries, and 
which, if the facts on which they have relied 
lhall be found to have been wxll grounded, v ill 
appear in the following 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 


•ji Peers, and the Treafury, return - - - 167 

9I Conimoncrs) rclujn .* - • - - ijy 

i6a Peers and Commoner?, with the Treafury, return - 
100 Electors at Poole return - - • a 


loi 

190 

Stockbiidgc . - - 

Ucdon . - - - 

* a 

2 

2^0 

Ihirnnaple . - - 

• 2 

200 — 

Wigan - - - 

- * 1 



Sahfbury - • - 

* 

36 

llodmyn - - - 

“ * 

160 — - 

Plymouth - - - 

* 

200 

Rodon , . - . 

“ * 


Seaford . - - - 

• 


Bath . - - - 

* 

,,, > , ■ — 

E. Uclford 


tSo 

BriUpott • • 


120 — — “ 

Guildford 



♦ Where only o«e Member is ftated to be returned, it is to 
be underftood that the other has been accounted for under the 
head of Patronage. 
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— Lewes 

190 — Arjundel 

» -« Dorchcftcr 


t 

t 

r 


17 Boroughs, not containing, on an average, 150 voters 
each, return - - • “ at 


a 6 »i Perfons, return to ferve in Parliament, Members 327 


To thefe 327 add 28, who arc returned by 
compromtfes, and it will appear, in what manner 
Inch a number of the Members of the Houfe of 
Commons is defied, as conftitutes a majority 
of no lefs than one hundred and ninety- 
seven of the Reprefentatives of England and 
Wales. 


Report rf the Committee of the Friends of the 
l^eople, ajfoclated for the Purpofe of obtaining a 
Reform <5/' Parliament, appointed to examine into 
the State of the Reprefentation of Scotland. 

B efore your Committee proceeds to the 
confidcration of the important objefls to 
which they conceive you chiefly intended to 
direfl their attention, it may not be improper 
to mention a fort of Reprefentation which is 
peculiar to North Britain ; which has an ir- 
rcfiftiblc tendency to give to the Crown an 
y % undue 
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undue influence in the Houfc of Lords ; and 
which by a more filent, but not lefs cfFcciual 
operation, contributes equally to the fame end 
in the other Houfc of Parliament. 

At the Union of the two kingdoms, in tJic 
beginning of this century, the Peers of Scotland 
furrendered their hereditary right to feats in 
Parliament j and were limited to an Ele^ivc 
Reprefentation by Sixteen of their nuinber. It 
i$ not the intention of your Committee to enter 
at large into the hiftory of their eleftions ; it U 
fufficient to ftate, that it is yniverfally known, 
that, ever fince the Union, they have been con- 
fiderably influenced by the Minifters of the 
Crown ; which fpccics of patronage has given 
them an undue preponderance in the popular 
branch of the Legiilature, by means which will 
be afterwards explained. 

Your Committee having thus flightly touch- 
ed on the ftate of the Scottifti Peerage, and only 
as it has a reference to their immediate object ^ 
they will now endeavour to ftilfil their duty, by 
prefenting to the Society a true and impartial 
account of the Reprefentation of the People of 
Scotland in the Houfe of Commons. 

They will firft eftablifh, as they think incon- 
tfovcrtibly, ‘ 

I. That the Conftitution of the Scottifti Par- 
liament was originally popular and free. 

a. That many laws, v^ich have been cna^cd 
for the regulation of Eleftions, J>car evident 

marks 
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marks of iht combined cflForts of the Crown 
and the Ariftocracy, to narrow the Rights of 

Election. 

3. That each of thefe laws deprived the peo- 
ple of fome Right formerly enjoyed and exer- 
cifed. 

4. That, by various ficlions of lawj contrary 
to the fpirit of the Britifti Conftitution, the 
Right of Eledion of Members to ferve in Par* 
liament has been transferred from thofe to 
whom it juftly and naturally belonged^ to 
others, who had no right whatfoever. 

5. That thefe grievances have been long znA 
feverely felt by the People } that they have bccil 
often complained of ; and that various flatutes 
for their remedy have been vainly enaded and 
fuccefsfully eluded. 

6. That the fyftem of Reprefentation in Stot>* 
land is now fo confined and defedive, that it 
has become a mere mockery upon the name or 
idea. 


Although the Counties, Cities, and Bbrghs 
labour^undcr the fame Conftitutional grievance, 
and fuffer equally from the gradual deteriora- 
tion of their antient condition, it will be nc* 
cclTary to confidcr thrir hiftory feparately, 00 
account of the different modes in which theit 
Rights havb been ctreumferibed, ufurped, ot 
deftroyed. 

Y3 


COUNllES- 
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COUNTIES. 

By the Conftitution of Scotland, theParllri- 
mcnt bt^ing the King’s Court Baron, or Curb 
Regisy he could fummon all his immediate 
tenants to attend hiin there. In thefc remote 
times, fervicc in Parliament was not confidered 
as a profitable privilege, but as a burdenfomc 
duty; and, in the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, the fyftem of Reprefentation was in- 
troduced for the eafe and benefit of the vall.il ; 
or tenants. Yet, until near the end of tlic Ib- 
teenth century, every freeholder or tenant ot 
the Crown was entitled to vote at Election* , 
however fmall his property nught be, which 
fufticiently proves the ancient popularity and 
freedom of the infiitution. 

In the reign of James the Sixth of Scotland, 
and Firft of England, (a monarch who was not 
diftinguifhcd by too great an attachment to the 
liberty of mankind) the right of voting %vas firll 
reflriclcd to freeholders pofieffing lands of forty 
Ihillings, of what was called Old Extent 
that is of lands which were fo rated in the eels 
or county books about the end of the thirteenth, 
or beginning of the fourteenth century. Your 
Committee wifli you to obferve, that this was 
a great and fatal blow to popular Elcclion ; for 
though forty (hillings was made, as /// England^ 
the nominal ftandard of a vote, yet by carry- 
ing it back to a rate or valuation made three 
hundred years before, the value of money hav- 
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Ing confiderably fallen, the extent of the quali- 
fication required was very much raifed.— And 
this circumttance points out the efficient caufc 
of the enormous difference which fubfifts be- 
tween England and Scotland with regard to 
the freedom and popularity of Election in the 
Counties. In England, the qualification has 
been allowed to keep pace with the decreafing 
value of money, and has therefore been extend- 
ed to greater numbers of Electors. In Scot- 
land, by the limitations to the rates and valua- 
tions of very remote periods, the right of vot- 
ing has been confined to the pofl'cflbrs of veigr 
confide rablc eftates, and the number of Eleftors 
has been very much diminifhed. 

flad the Scottifli Kings and Nobles flopped at 
this point, the evil might liavc been endured : 
but they proceeded vigoroufly in their career 
of encroachment. In the reign of Charles the 
Second it was enacted, that where the right of 
voting on an old forty fhillings land could not 
be proved, which had become diflicult, then 
to be enabled to vote, it fliould be ncccffary to 
be infeft in, or feized of an eftate, valued in 
the fame reign at 400I. Scots annual rent. It 
is proper here to mention, that at this day, by 
the nearcfl average w'hich can be made over 
the whole kingdom, the rent of thofe lancb^ 
which are valued at forty {hilling “ Old Ex- 
tent,” is from 70I. to 130I. fterling and ihc. 
rent of the lands valued in the reign of Charles 
Y 3 the 



C >56 3 

the Second at 400L Scots, is now about 400b 
Sterling, fo that this King more than tripled 
the qualification required in the greatefi; part 
of the kingdom, by fubftituting lands, worth 
400I. inftead of thofe worth look or 130I. 

Even this infringement was not thought 
enough ; under George the Second the modes 
* of proving the exiftence of thofe old Forty Shil- 
ling Votes* were rendered more difficult, by 
details with which your Committee will not 
trouble you ; they will only ftate that by thefe 
regulations many of thofe votes have difappear- 
and that very few of them now remain. 

Hithertoyour Committee have confined them- 
fclves to the ftatement of thofe evils which 
arife from the magnitude of the qualifications 
required in Eleftors, and their confequent pau- 
city : they have yet fuppofed that this precious 
right is excrcifed only by the real proprietors 
of the foil, under certsun grievous and impro- 
per limitations ; but they are now to deferibe 
mifehiefs of another nature, which have been 
fuSered to grownup, which have j^en fondly 
fofiered in the bolbm of kingly and ariflocratic 
power I and whic^i have totally perverted and 
completely overturned the real Keprefentation 
of the Counties. 

By the of Charles II. 1681, the foundilr 
don was laid for the intolerable abufes which 
now cxift, and which certainly were never con- 
templated or fprefeen by that ^liament. It 

was 
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was tKen enabled, that the right of voting ihotii^ 
be in perfons publicly infeft in property or fupe^ 
riority of lands of forty ihiUings old extent j of 
400/, Scots valued rent j thus making the dif- 
tinftion and drawing the line between property 
and fuperiority* It is neceflary to explain this 
term of fuperiority^ bccaufe from an abufe of it, , 
the principal grievances in the Eleflions for 
Knights of the Shire in Scotland have arifen. 

The feudal law fuppofes the King to be the 
foie proprietor of all the lands in the kingdom 1 
from him his vaffals hold by charter ; in like 
manner his vaffals may grant lands to be heW 
from them by charter \ thefe fub-vaffals, may 
repeat the fame operation ad infinitum ; but the 
original or immediate vaffal of the King has the 
foie right of voting or being ele< 9 :ed to ferve in 
Parliament. From this fyffem the foUowinjj; 
confcquences have flowed : 

I. Proprietors of ellates, of whatfoever value^ 
who hold from a fubjeft, arc not entitled ta 
vote or to be elected. It is computed, that ini 
feveral Coumies nearly one half of the lands are 
held in this manner from fubjeds fuperior: 
over the whole kingdom it is believed that one 
fifth of the lands are fo held ; therefore the pro- 
prietors of one fifth of the landed property, as 
far as that property operates, are deprived of 
any voice in the choofing their Reprefentatives* 

IL In this dais of landholders, fo excluded^ 
from thb invaluable ftanchife, are men of eftatea 

worth 
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Worth from 500/. to 2000/. per annum ; but 
what is more to be lamented, it comprehends 
the beft and moft virtuous parts of the com mu* 
nity, namely, tlie middling and fmaller gentry, 
aud the induftrious yeomen and farmers who 
have inherited or acquired fome landed pro- 
^ perty, 

II 1 » Many perfons without the fmalleft intereft 
in the land poffcfs the right of voting and ot 
being eleded. 

lY, It is a principle in the Conllitutlon, that 
no man Ihall have more than one vote in the 
lame county in his own perfon ; and it is ano- 
ther principle, that no Peer of the Realm fhall 
have any vote at all in ibc elccliv)n of Members 
to ftTve in the Houle of Commons. 

By an ingenious device of the Lawyers, thcle 
two fundamental principles have been eluded ; 
when a peilbn of great property wilhes to mul- 
tiply his Votes, he lurrenders his Charter to 
the Crown ; he appoints a number of confiden- 
tial friends, to whom the Crown parcels out his 
eflate in lots of X'400 Scots valued rent : then 
he takes charters from thefe friends for the real 
property ; thus leaving them apparently the im- 
mediate tenants of the Crown, and confequently 
all entitled to vote or to be elected. This opera- 
tion is equally open to Peers and great Com- 
moners, who have availed themfelves of it ac- 
cordingly ; the Peers thus acquiring an influ- 
ence from which they are excluded by thcfpirrt 

and 
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and forms of tlie Conftitution ; and the great 
Commoners extending and multiplying a right 
in an undue and fraudulent manner — thereby 
depreciating or extinguifhing the franchifes o£ 
the fmaller proprietors, with great and manifeft 
prejudice to the general liberty of the country. 

This legal fraud began in this century, and 
has been chiefly pradifed during the prefent 
reign ; it therefore derives no (helter or fandion 
from cuftom, which the folly of men allows to 
cover a multitude of glaring abufos. Your 
Committee w'ill riot dwell on the various modes 
by which it has been performed ; they wifi 
briefly ftate, that the common methods have 
been by Life Rent Charters, Charters on Wad- 
fet or Mortgage, and Charters in Fee. 

The legillaturc has not been blind to thefe 
mifehievous innovations ; nor has it been inac^ 
tive in endeavouring to refift and prevent them. 
It has admitted, that thefe dclufivc furrenders 
of Charters, and confequent creations of nomi- 
nal and fiditious Voles, arc fraudulent in fad 
and principle ; and it has decreed, tliat where- 
ever they can be deteded, they (hail be illegal 
and void. Several laws have been paffed for 
the prevention of fuch proceedings, and for the 
detedion of fuch crimes. Oaths have been cn- 
aded to be taken by’ Freeholders claiming to 
poll at Elcdions, couched in the llrongcft terma, 
providing as many Guards as the zeal and 
Kfdom of thc4egillaturc could invent ; but all 

ihefc 
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thefe precautions have been conflaiitly defeated 
by the ingenuity of the learned profeffion, who 
have always fucceeded in finding falvos for 
iveak confeiences. Gentlemen of the faireft cha- 
tafters, nay clergymen, have been induced by 
fubtile explanations, and the niceft verbal fub* 
terfuges, to take thefe oaths, contrary to the 
evident intendment of the legiflature, contrary 
to the received meaning and ufage of our lan- 
guage, and in defiance of the general fenfe of 
their Country. 

YourCommitteereferyoutothc Afts, laAnne, 
cap. 6. and 7 Geo. II. cap. 18. not only for the 
terms of the oaths, but for the purpofc and 
meaning of the laws. 

The Court of ^6effion in Scotland have been 
temarkably unfortunate in their endeavours to 
pve cfiecl to thefe Laws. . Being compofed ot 
fifteen judges, and the fentences being decided 
by the majority actually prefent, it has necefia- 
rHy happened, that from the divcrfity of opini- 
ons naturally incident to mankind, the decifions 
of the Court have frequently v^ied, according 
to the abfence or attendance of the feveral 
Lords ; and the fame points at iiTue have often 
undergone very different and oppolitc determi- 
" Stations. Nor has the fituation of the fubje£f 
^een much bettered by the Appeal to the Houfe 
of Peers; for very contrary fyftems concerning 
^lefe Elecdon Laws have been maintained an^ 
carried into effeA by the highdl authorities slP 
’ that 
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that final judicature. What was law one day, 
and under the dircAion ofi one Judge, was no? 
law another day, and under another 
and thus from the double uncertainty of thj 
manner in which the majorities on the Scottim 
Bench might decide, and of the varying opini- 
ons of the high legal charafters in England, 
men have had no fecurity, and have been 
doomed to fuffer incertum jus, fumma injuria. I? 
may not be wrong to ftate, that not lefs th^ 
fix hundred law-fuits have taken plare within 
thcfe twenty years on this fubjeft of County 
EleAions, which with the attendant legal opera.^ 
tions have coft above a million of pounds uoc& 

^'"f'hc Parliamentary Reprefentation of the 
Counties in Scotland has therefore, according to 
the expreffion of a Noble Lord high in the law; 

completely Aid from its bafis.” Much undue 
influence has been acquired by the Crown, thf 
Nobility, and the great Proprietors s the laws 
have been eluded and perverted ; the number 
of EleAors has been greatly diminilhed; am) 
the Conftitutiqpal Rights of the Subjed havq 
been invaded, ufurped, or annihilated. 

By table. No. I, which is annexed, it will b« 
feen, that, in two of the Counties, there are 
only three real Voters in each ; in feven, not 
more than ten : in all of them rcfpeaively vew 
few. The total number of real Voters in the 
whole Kingdom is 1390. Toial of falfe, no^» 
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fial and fictitious Voters 1201 : and thirty-threc 
Counties return oitly thirty Members, fix 
having only the right of fending a Member to 
every fecond Parliament, 

CITIES and BURGHS. 

By the ancient and original Conftitution of 
thc% Cities and Burghs, the Magiftrates and 
Town Councils were cbofen by the Rcfident Bur- 
geffes and Proprietors of houfes ami lands ; this, 
however, was a ftate of freedom, too incompa- 
tible with the proud and narrow views of the 
Kings and Nobility, who conftantly in hoftility 
with each other, agreed in nothing but in de- 
grading and opprefiing the people. By an acT: 
paffed in 1 469, the 'fown Councils were inverted 
with the power of electing their fuccert’ors ; and, 
in >474> ordained that four perfons of 

the Old ihould be annually chofen into the New 
Town Councils. By thefe laws, as far as they 
were effcdual, tlic burgeffes and inhabitants at 
large were disfranchifed j they had no longer 
aity controul over their Magiftrates ; and the 
Corporations became fclf-elccled Juntos, totally 
feparated in intcreft from their fornjer Confti- 
tuents and Fellow Citizens. 

Every City or Burgh had certain eftates in 
land, houfes, fdheries, port duties, and other 
valuable forts of property ; the revenue arifmg 
from which was by their original Charters and 
(lonftituuons deftined to be applied for the 

benefit 
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benefit of their Communities ; but as foon as 
the Magiftrates and Councils acquired the power 
of eleding thcinfelvcs in perpetuity, they admi* 
iiiftcred, embezzled, and dilapidated thefp 
cllates at their plealure. 

This fubjed is now before Parliament ; and a 
great body of evidence has been compiled, 
\^'hicll will foon be publillied, and which will 
throw very great light on the antient ftatc of 
llic Scottifli Burghs. Your Committee, how- 
ever, have thought proper to mention it as one 
great branch of the encroachment on former 
Rights. 

It is ahfolutcly nccefiliry to ftatc, that thefe 
unjuft ads of 1469 and M74 have been fo de« 
tefted by the People, and fO much refilled in 
pradice, that tl\ey have never been completely 
executed in any one place : in many of the 
Burghs the Burgofies continued for a long pc#, 
riod to cled their own Magiftrates, and feveral 
Charters have been granted as low down as tfie 
end of the laft Century, conferring the Right 
of Elec'lion on the Burgeffes. Thcfc ads, then, 
on which the prefent byftcm is founded, have 
not the fandion derived from the fubmiffion, 
confent, or reverence of the People : and their 
repeal would not be an innovation, but a redo- 
ration of antient Rights and Privileges. 

If the Cities and Burghs had fuffered in their 
common property only, by thefe Tyrannical 
Laws, they would have been comparatively 

fortunatQ 
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fortunate j but as their Reprefentatives in Par. 
liament were to be chofen by the Magillrates 
and Councils, when they loft the right of ElecT:- 
ing them, they loft all fliarc in the choice of 
their Legiflators j and, in this unhappy litua* 
tion, they find thcmfelves at this day. 

At the Union, Edinburgh, being the capital, 
alone retained its Right of fending one Member 
toParliament ; all the other Towns were thrown 
into diftricls of fours and fives, each diftrid 
being allowed to fend one Member. This in- 
duced a regulation, which ftill more fenfibly 
wounded the freedom of Efedion. By it, every 
Burgh now cleds a Delegate ; thefc Delegates 
meet by rotation at each of the Towns to eled 
a Reprefentative* The place where they meet 
U caBed the prefiding Burgh for that Kled:ion, 
and its Delegate has a calling vote in cafe of an 
ctjuality of voices. The Burghs have np con. 
troul on their Delegates ; they mpft truft en- 
tirely to honour for the return of the perfon 
by whom they wifli to be reprefented: and 
tbtre hmje been inftances where the Delegates 
bare corruptly betrayed their truft, and have 
aded contrary to the defire apd expedation of 
thelt Conftituents. 

Another evil, deeply felt by the great Com- 
mercial Towns, is their being daffed with infig- 
nificant and obfeure Burghs ; among many in- 
ftances of this it will be fufficient tp mentioa 
glafgow, which is known to be one of the moft 

opulent 
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opulent trading Cities of Great-Britain. Its 
number of inhabitants exceeds 60,000 ; its De- 
legate is chofen by thirty-two perfons, who arc 
iclf-elecled ; and this Delegate has only one 
voice of four in the choice of a Member of 
Parliament, in common with the Delegates of 
three little towns, the inhabitants of which are 
not more than 2000. 

By table. No. 11 . it appears that of the fijftcen 
i^Iembcrs for the Cities and Burghs, 011% for 
1 .dinburgh is chofen by thirty-three perfons ; 
the other fourteen by 65 Delegates^ who arc 
elected by 1220 perfons. 


The inhabitants of Scotland are fuppofed to 
be near two millions ; their ReprefentativeJ 
arc chofen by 2643. Scotland fends forty-five 
Members j a finglc County in England, namdijr 
Cornwall, fends forty-four. 

Your Committee will now conclude : they 
have endeavoured to be as brief as polTiblc, and 
to confine themfclvcs finally t|S|the moft mate- 
rial fads. Volumes might have been written 
on the matter which has prefented itfelf to their 
obfervation: but they hope with deference td 
the judgment of the Society, that they have 
more truly executed the talk which they uh- „ 
dertook by comprefiing^ than by expanding die 
iubjed. 


z TABLE, 



VI. p^rth . 

Dundee 

St. Andrews • 
Cupar 
. Forfar 
VU. Crail . 
Kilrcnny 

Anftruthcr, Weftet 
Anftruther, Eaftcr 
Pittcnwecm 
VJII.Kinghorn 
Dyfart 
KirkaFdy 
Burqtilland 

IX. Stirling 
Invcrkeithing 

' Dumfcrmline 
Culrofs 
Quccnsfcrry 

X. Rutberglen 
Gfafgow 
Renfrew « 
Dumbarton 

XI. Jedburgh 
Dunbar 
North Berwick 
Lauder 

Linlithgow 
Selkirk • 

^ I.anerk 
XlU.Dumfriel 
j Kirkcudbright 
Annan - f . 
Lochmaben 
Sanquchar 

XIV. Whithorn 

, New Galloway 
Stranraer - ^ 

Wigton 

XV . IrwTne 
Rotlifay « 
Inverary 

Cambdltown • 
Ayr - - , 
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In Edinburgh 33 perroni eleifl:' one Member of Parliament. Iij 
each of the other 14 diftrifts, the refpe^tive Town Councils no- 
minate one Delegate each, and by the majority of thofe Delegates 
111 each ditlrifl, the Member of Parliament is ele^ed. 

Thus in Edinburgh - 33 perfons cleft 1 Member. 

In the other dihriftsy iz40chufe65 perfonSywbocleft i4Mcmber8 

that ultimately in the Burghs 98 perfons cleft - 15 


Petition praying for a Reform in Parliament, 
prefented to the Houfc of Commons on Mon- 
day, 6th May, i793> hy Society, the 
Friends of the People, ajfociated for the Purpofc 

of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 

' > ( 

To the Honourable the Commons of Ueeat 
Britain, in Parliament affernbled. 

The HUMBLE PETITION, &c. shewbth, 

T hat by the form and fpirit of the Britilb 
Conftitution, the King is vetted with the 
foie Executive Power. 

That the Houfe of Lords confifts of Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, deriving their titles 
and confequcncc cither from the Crown, or 
from hereditary privileges. 

That thefe tw6 powers, if they a<tt:cd without 
controul, would form either a defpotic Mo- 
narchy, or a dangerous Oligarchy. 

Z3 


‘ That 
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That the wifdom of our anceftors hath con. 
ti^ived, that thefe authorities may be rendered 
not only harmlefs but beneficial, and be exercifed 
for the fccurity and happinefs of the People. 

\ That this fecurity and happinefs are to be 
Iboked for in the introdu6tion of a third eftate, 
diftinft from, and a check upon the other tWo 
1)ranches of the legiflature; created by, rcpre- 
iftntiiig, aHd refporifible to the People themfelves. 

That fo much depending upon the preferva- 
^tion of this third eftate, in fuch its conftitutional 
"purity and ftrength, your Petitioners arc rea. 

" ibnably jealous of whatever may appear to vitiate 
the one, or to impair the other. 

at the prefenf day the Houfe of Com- 
inOii^ docs * not fully and fairly reprcfenf'thc 
l^ple of England, which, confiftcntly with 
What your Petitioners conceive to be the prin- 
^dples of the Conftitution, they: confidcr as a 
grievance, and therefore, with all becoming re- 
lay their complaints, before yonr Honour- 
'‘ablc%oufeI " ' 

' Tfeit though the 'tci^tis in Which yoyf P^i- 
ftate their gfieWmtie Aiay be looked upon 
your H^nouhMe Ifoufe is cn- 
to believe that ^nti expfeffion is made 
^4ifebf Tor the pu^bft of;03ifnce. 

Ydut iPetitionfers in afinniifgthat your Hb- 
^^nbiirafilc Hoiifc is not ab adeqtfikfe HcJ^refenta- 
Pcopte "Of • En^lanti^do but ftate a 
if the WoW k^ptden^itibn** be 
accepted 
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accepted in its fair and obvious fenfe, they are 
ready to prove, and which they think detrlf 
mental to their interefts, and contrary to the 
fpirit of the Conftitution. 

How far this inadequate Reprefentation Is 
prejudicial to their interefts, your Petitioners 
apprehend they may be allowed to decide for 
themfelves ; but how far it is contrary to the 
fpirit of the Conftitution, they refer to the con- 
fideration of your Honourable Houfe. 

If your Honourable Houfe lliall be pleafed to 
determine that the People of England ought 
not to be fully reprefented, your Petitioned 
pray that fuch your determination may 
known, to the end that the People may be ap. 
prized of their real fituation ; but if your Ho- 
nourable Houfe fliall conceive that the People 
are already fully reprefented, then *y our Petiti. 
oners beg leave to call your attention to the 
following facts ; 

Your Petitioners complain, that the number 
of Reprefentatives afligned to the different Coun^ 
ties is groCsly difproportioned to their compa- 
rative extent, population, and trade. 

Your Petitioners complain, that theEIefti^e 
Franchifeis fo partially and unequally diftH- 
buted, and is in fo many inftances committed 
to bodies of men of fuch very limited numbers, 
that the majority of your Honourable Houle t$ 
clecled by left than, fifteen thoufand Eledoi^ 
which, even iif ^be male adults in the kingd<^ 
Z 3 bo 
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jhc, cAunatfd at fo low a number as three milli- 
pns, is not more than the two hundredth part 
oit the people to be reprefented. 

Your Petitioners complain, that the right of 
jVoting is regulated by no uniform or rational 
principle. 

Your Petitioners complain, that the exercife 
.of the Eleftivc Franchife is only renewed once 
ip feven years. 

Your Petitioners thus diftinclly ftate the fub- 
tjeft matter of their complaints, that your Ho- 
pourable Houfe may be convinced that they are 
aSing from nofpirit of general difeontent, and 
that you may with the more cafe be enabled to 
^ejQ<juire into the fads, and to apply the remedy. 
,l^.For the evidence in fupport of the First 
tfoMPLAiNT, your Petitioners refer to the re- 
turn book of your Honourable Houfe, — Is ii 
tha| Rutland and Yorkfhtre Ihould bear 
sin equal rank in the fcale of County Repre- 
fentatiouj or can it be right, that Cornwall 
^one fcould, by its extravagant proportion of 
Borough Members, outnumber not only the 
Jtepjirefcntatives of Yorkfliire and Rutland toge- 
hut of Middlefex added to them ? Or, if 
|^4iftinCliou be taken between the landed and 
§|e trading interefts, muft it not appear mon- 
Itous that Cornwall and Wiltlhirc fhould fend 
more Borough Members to Parliament, than 
Ypjkihirc, Lancaflurc, Vfarwickfliire, Middle- 
^orccftcrfliirc, and Somerfetflure united ? 

and 
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and that the total Reprefentation of all Scotland 
iliould but exceed by one Member, the number 
returned for a (Ingle County in England r 

The Second Complaint of your Petitioners^ 
is founded on the unequal proportions in which 
the Elective Franchife is diilributed, and iu 
fupport of it. 

They affirm, that feventy of your Honourable 
Members are returned by thirty-five places 
where the right of voting is vclted in burgage 
and other tenures of a fimilar defeription, and 
in which it would be to trifle witli the patiepce 
of your Honourable Houfe, to mention any 
number of voters whatever, the £!!e(fl:ion$ at 
the places alluded to being notorioufly a mere 
matter of form. And this your Petitioners Ure 
ready to prove. 

They affirm, that in addition to the feventy 
Honourable Members fo chofen, ninety more 
of your Honourable Members arc ele^ed by 
forty-fix places, in none of which the numbed* 
of voters exceeds fifty. And this your Petiti^ 
oners are ready to prove. 

They affirm, that in addition to the hundred 
and fixty fo ekifled, thirty-feven more of ydihr 
Honourable Members are eleded by ninttech 
places, in none of which the number of votert 
exceeds one hundred. And this your Petiti* 
oners are ready to prove. ^ 

They affirm, that in addition to the htmdrsll 
and ninety-feven Honourable Members fo dus^ 

feii» 
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fen, fifiy-*two more are returned to ferve in 
Parliament, by twenty-fix places, in none of 
which the number of voters exceeds two hun- 
dred. And this your Petitioners are ready to 

prove. 

They afiirm, that in addition to the two hun- 
dred and forty-nine fo elected, twenty more 
arc returned to ferve in Parliament for Coun- 
ties in Scotland, by Icfs than one hundred Elec- 
tors each, and ten for Counties in Scotland by 
kfs than two hundred and fifty each. And 
this your Petitioners are ready to prove, even 
admitting the validity of fiditious votes. 

They affiriiiy that in addition to the two hun • 
dred and feventy-nine fo elcftcd, thirteen 
diftrids of Burghs in Scotland, not containing 
one hundred voters each, and two diftrids of 
Burghs, not containing one hundred and twen- 
ty-five each, return fifteen more Honourable 
Members. And tMs your Petitioners arc ready 
to prove. 

? And in this manner, according to the prefent 
ftite of the Reprefentation, two hundred and 
Mnety-four of your Honourable Members are 
ciiofen, and, being a majority of the entire 
ItOttfe of Commons, are enabled to decide all 
^nefiions in the name of the whole people of 
l&ngland and Scotland. 

je* ^hc Third Complaint of your Petitioners 
founded on the prefent complicated rights of 
From the caprice wdth which they 

liave 
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have been varied, and the obfcurity in which i 
they have become involved by time and contra^: 
dictory decifions, they are become a fpurce Pf? , 
infinite confufiou, litigation, and expence. 

Your Petitioners need not tender any cvi*: 
dence of the inconveniences which arife from 
this defeft in the Reprcfentation, bccauic ’the 
proof is to be found in your journals, and the^ 
minutes of the different Committees v/ho have, 
been appointed under the loth and nth of the 
King. Your Honourable Houfo is but too well 
acquainted with the tedious, intricate, and cm 
penfive fcencs of litigation which have be to 
brought before you, in attempting to lettfc the 
legal import of thofc numerous cUftinctioefe 
whidi perplex and confr>und the ^fefent righMj 
of voting. How many months of your Vabwi^ 
ble time have been wafted in lifteoing, 
wrangling of iawycri^upon the various fpedej 
of burgagehold, Icafcfaold, and. freehold 1 
many Cominiltces have been occupied 
veftigating the nature of Scoti and Lot* pott 
wallers, commonalty,. popuhc)% refiant 
tants^ and inhabitants !4it large ! What hboitr 
.and fefe^rch have been employed in cndeavtji^ 
ing to afeertain tdic legal claims of boroui^ 
liifOi aldermen, port^mcn, fcicct-mcn, burgeffi^' 
and council-men ! And what confufion hatJ^* 
frOm^ the complicated operation chtflUng 
di;artcrs, from freemen rclident arid 
dent, and from tJie diSerent inodes of obuinlng 
the freedom of corporations by birth, by fervi, 

tudf 
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tiidCi by marriage, by redemption, by dedbion, 
and by purchafe ! On ail thefc points it is how- 
,cv^t needlefs for your Petitioners to enlarge, 
when your Hbnourablc Houfc recollc^s the 
following fafts ; namely, that fince the twenty- 
fecond of December, 1790, no lefs than twenty- 
one Committees have been employed in deciding 
tipon litigated rights of voting. Of thefc, eight 
were occupied with the difputcs of three Bo- 
roughs, and there are petitions from four places 
yet remaining before your Honourable Houfc, 
waiting for a final decifion to inform the Elec- 
lors what their rights really are. 

But the^ complaint of your Petitioners on the 
fiibje^b of the want of an uniform and equitable 
principle in regulating the right of voting, ex- 
tends as well to the ari)itrary manner in which 
fomc are excluded, as to the intricate qualifica- 
tions by which others arc admitted to thccxcr- 
eife of that privilege. 

Religious opinions create an incapacity to 
vote* All papifts arc excluded generally, and, 
by the operation of the teft laws, proteftant 
diffeiiters are deprived of a voice in the Eleftion 
oi Reprefentatives in about thirty Boroughs, 
where the right of voting is ebnfined to corpo- 
rate officers alone; a deprivation the more 
tmjofltliable, becaufe, though confidcred as 
unworthy to vote, they are deemed capable of 
being elc^ed, and may be the Reprefen tat! ves 
of the Very places for which they arc difqualified 
from being the Elc^ors. 


A man 
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A man poffeflcd of one thoufand pounds j)«c 
annum, or any other fum, arifing from copy- 
hold, leafchold for nincty-iiine years, trade, prOr^ 
pcrty in the public funds, or even freehold in the 
city of London, and many other cities and towns 
having peculiar jurifdidions, is not thereby en- 
titled to vote. Here again a ftrange di{lin<flioR 
is taken between elcding ^nd repreienting, as % 
copyhold is a fulScient qualification to fit in 
your Honourable Houfe. 

A man paying taxes to any amount, how 
great foever, for his domeftic efiablifliment, does 
not thereby obtain a right to vote, unlefs his 
refidence be in fome borough where that right 
fa vefted in the inhabitants. This exception 
operates in fixty places, of which twenty-eight 
do not contain three hundred voters each, and 
the number of houfcholders in England and 
Wales (exclufive of Scotland), who pay alltaxes, 
13714,911, and of houfcholders who pay all 
taxes, but the houfe and window taxes, is 
284,459, as appears by a return made to your 
Honourable Houfe in 1785 ; fo that, evenfup- 
pofingthe fixty places above mentioned to com 
tain, one with another, one tlioufand voters ih 
each, there will remain 939,370 houfehold^ 
who have no voice in the Reprefentation, on- 
kfs they have obtained it by accident ot by 
purchafe* Neither their contributions 
public burdens, their peaceable demeanour f# 
good fubjeds, nor their general refpcdaWMty 

and 
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i!id merits as ufeful citizens, afford them, as the 
law now (lands, the finaileft pretenfions to par- 
ticipate in the choice of thofe, who, under the 
^ name of their Reprefentatives, may difpole of 
their fortunes and liberties. 

: In Scotland, the grievance arifing fronv the 
nature of the rights of voting; has a different 
^and ftill more intolerable operation. In that 
great and populous divifion of the kingdom, 
not only the great mafs of the houfeholders, 
but of the landholders alfo arc excluded from 
^*all participation in the choice of Reprefentatives. 
By the remains of the feudal fyftem in the 
'Counties, the vote is fevered from the land, and 
attached to what is called the fuperiority. *In 
bther words it is taken from the fubftance, and 
transferred to the fliadow, becaufe, though each 
of thefe fuperiorities mull:, with very few ex- 
ceptiont, arife from lands of the prefent 
'^ anhual value of four hundred pounds fterling, 
it is not ucccffaiy that the lands Ihould do 
mote than give a name to the fuperiority, the 
of which may retain the right of voting 
'riot^ithifemding he be divcfled Of the property, 
i&nd on the othef hand, great landholders have 
It&c means affijrded them by the fame fyftem, of 
adding to their influence, without expence to 
tiherafelves, by communicating to their confi- 
vdriltiar friends the privilege of clefting Mem- 
tb ferve in' Parliament. The procefi by 
lirakh^ this^ offeration is performed is fimplc. 

He 
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He who wishes to increafe the number Of.hi^ 
dependent votes, furrenders his charter to. tho 
Crown, and, parcelling out his eftatc into as 
many lots of four hundred pounds per annuni| 
as may be convenient, conveys them to fuch 
as be can confide in. To thefe, new charters 
arc, upon application, granted by the Crown, 
fo as to erect each of them into a fuperiority, 
which privilege once obtained, the land itfetf is 
rcconvcyed to the original grantor j and thus 
the Keprefentatives of the landed intcreft in 
Scotland may be chofen by thofc who have no 
real or beneficial intcreft in the land. 

Such is the fituation in which the Counties 
of Scotland arc placed. With refped to the 
Burghs, every thing that bears even the ifen^- 
blance of popular choice, has long been done 
away. Tlie Eledion of Members to ferve in 
Parliament is vefted in the magiftrates and town 
councils, who, having by various innovatlotis 
conftituted theinfcivcs into fclf-clcded bodies^ 
inftead of ofticers freely chofen by the inhabi- 
tants at large, have deprived the people of 
participation in that privilege, thejr^^^ cxcrqife 
of which affords the only fccurity they can 
poffefs for the protcaion of their libcrti^ 
property. , ^ 

The Fouictii and Last Comti-aint of yout 
Petitioners is the length of the duration of par- 
liaments. Your Honourable Houfe 
that by the ancient laws and ftatutt^ oi tl^ 

kmgaom 
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kingdom frequentParliamcnts ought to be held ; 
and that the lixth of William and Mary,' c* 2. 
(fincc repealed ) fpeaking while the fpirit of the 
R^ohxtion was yet warm, declared, that ** fre- 
quent and new Parliaments tend very much to 
the happy union and good agreement between 
King and People and cnaded, that no Par- 
liament fliould laft longer than three years* 
You Petitioners, without prefuming to add to 
fuch an authority by any obfervations of their 
own, humbly pray that Parliaments may not 
be continued for feven years* 

Your Petitioners have thus laid before you the 
fpccific grounds of complaint, from which they 
conceive every evil in the Rejnrefentation to 
fpring, and on which they think every abufe 
and inconvenience is founded* 

What thofe abufes arc, and how great that 
inconvenience is, it becomes your Petitioners to 
ftate, as the bed means of juftifying their pre- 
fent application to your Honourable Houle. 

Your Petitioners then affirm, that from the 
eoitibined operation of the defers they have 
pointed out# arife tbofc feenes of confufiqn, 
litigation, and cxpcnce which fo dtfgraee the 
and that extenfive f)diem of pri^te 
patronage which is fo repugnant to the fpirit 
of free Reprefentation. 

' Your Petitioners intreat of your Honiourable 
Roufe to Conlider the manner in which Eleo- 
^ans arc conduced, and to rcfle^l upon the 

extreme 
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extreme inconvenience to which EledonI 
expofed, and the intolerable expcnce to whii& 
Candidates are fubjedted. 

Your Honourable Houfe knows that tumults^ 
diforders, outrages, and perjury, are too ofteil 
the^ dreadful attendants on contefted Eledions 
as at this time carried on. 

Your Honourable Houfe knows that polb 
are only taken in one fixed place for each CoUn* 
ty. City and Borough, whether the number 
of voters be ten or ten thoufand, and whether 
they be refident or difperfed over England. 

Your Honourable Houfe knows that polls^ 
however few the Eleftors, may by law be cohw 
tinued for fifteen days, and even then be fub* 
je&ed to a ferutiny. 

Your Honourable Houfe knows that the 
management and condud of polls is committed 
to returning officers, who, from the very na** 
ture of the proceedings, muft be invefted with 
extenfive and difcrctionary powers, and who^ 
it appears by every volume of your Journals* 
have but too oftenr exercifed thofe powers with 
the molt gro6 partiality and the moft fcandal^ 
ous corruption. 

Of Elevens arranged with fuch little regards, 
to the accommodation of the parties, acknoww 
ledged to require fuch a length of time to eoUl* 
plctc, trufied to the fiiperintendance of fuCh 
fu^pcious agents, your Petitioners might eafitjr 
draw out a of the expence. Btit it hi 
A a unneccffilry. 
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Ifhe fad h too iiotorbua to re* 
i]|lire pltooS^ that fcarce an inftance can be pro* 
dtieed urliere a Member has obtsdned a difputed 
fiit W Parliament at a lefi coft than from two 
fivin thoufiind pounds ; particular cafes are 
Wanting where ten times thefe ftims have 
been paid, but it is fufEcient for your Petiti- 
oners to affirm, and to be able to prove It if 
detded, that, fuch is the expence of a contefted 
return, that he who Ihould become a Candidate 
%kh even greater funds than the law requires 
'him to fwear to as his qualification to fit in your 
Honourable Houfe, muft either relinquifh his 
^etenfions on the appearance of an oppofition, 
or ft) reduce his fortune in the contcft, that he 
"could not talke his feat without perjury. 

The rcyifion of the original polls before the 
Committees of your Honourable Houfe, upon 
aj^als from the decifipns of the returning oili* 
affords a frefii fource of vexation and ex- 
pence to all parties. Your Honourable Houfe 
^knows, that the complicated rights of voting, 
and the fliameful prances which difgrace Elec- 
^tion proceedings, have fo loaded your tabic 
#ith petitions for judgment and redre&, that 
half of the ufual duration of a Parliament 
lUis Scarcely been fufficient to fettle who is en- 
siled to fit for the other half j and it was not 
Ids within the laft two months that your Ho- 
^nmirable Houfe had an opportunity of difeover- 
lug, that the two Gentlemen, who fat and voted 

near 
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neat' three years as the Repre&ntatiirea/^ 
Borough of Stockbridge, had procured dieiOH 
felves to be eluded by the moft fcandalous hrt^ 
bcry, and that the two Gendemen, who ^fi|t 
and voted during as long a period for the 
rough of Great Grimlby, had not been dcded 
at aB, 

In truth, al) the mifchiels of the prefent 
of Reprefentation are afcertained by the dSfii#* 
culties which even the zeal and wifdom of your 
Honourable Houfe experiences in attending tn 
the variety of complaints brought before yoUt 
Though your Committees fit five hours every- 
day from the time of their appointment, they 
generally are unable to come to adecifionin 
lefs than a fortnight, and very frequently are 
detained from thirty to forty days.^Thc Weft- 
minfter cafe in 1789, will even mrnifiiyour 
Honourable Houfe wi^ an infiance, yvbeie^ 
after deliberating forty-five days, a Comnfdm^ 
gravely rcfolved, that, from an atteudve 
confideration of the circnmfiances relating 
** the caufe, a final decifion of the bufineikbe-^ 
fore them could not take pkee in the coii^ 
^ of the Seifion, and that not improbably tj^e 
** whole of the Parliament’^ (having at thab^iiw 
near two* yeaits longer to fit) ** might be 
« fumed in a tedious and expenfive litigati<lj||*’ ! 
and they recommended it to the Petitioneil^.fO 
withdraw their petition, which, after a frui^^ 
perfeverance of above three mouthy they 
adually obliged to fubmit to. ] 

A a a Youri 
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petitioners wiJl only upon this /hhiVn 

/a#,pr«i|dd, d^.tbc expence V4^ of^ 

ssrfco have been either Plaintiff or De. 
petiuons tried before your Honour. 
^ Houfc m the prefent Seflion, has, upon an 
to above one hundr^ 
PWps ^ day ; and that the attornies’ bills in 
which in j^nt of form 
' two days, and iii point of fadik only 

%^ur»,.^Qunted to very near twelve hun^ 

‘^-yourPetitionersare 

Your Petitioners mull now beg leave to call 
%attenUon of your Honourable Houfe. to the 
|^ca,|eA evilproduced by thcfe defecSs i the 

tup, ejttcut^f. Private PARt,iAM£NTARY pi. 

7'’**"’* tends to 

. aj^tial wauence ip the Elediion of the Houfe 
.^^mons, apd which, in its prpgreft, threat* 
mi ta ufijrp the fovercignty of the country, to 

Pa^Opagc of which your Petitioners 
IS of /tw kinds: which aiifes 

nrtp^^e unequal dillribution ^ the Eledtive 
Fi^lufe, and the peculiar rightsaif voting by 
certain places return Members to 
lia ; and strifes £ro^ the 

SS^^^?"ding €onte%^|:ie^, ^ the 
W^ent degree of power wquired by wealth. 

By 
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By thefe two means, a weight of 
mentary Influence has been obtained by 'cettflid^" 
individuals, forbidden by the fpirit of the 
and in its confe^uences moft dangerous td^^'c 
liberties of the people of Great Britain. 

The operation of the yfry^fpccies of Patronis^ 
is direfti and fubjeft to pofitivc proof, 
four individuals do by their own immctffii#* 
authority fend one hundred and 'fifty 
your Honourable Member to Parliament. And 
this your Petitioners are ready, if the fact be 
difputed, to prove, and to name the Memberii 
and the Patrons. 

The ficond fpecies of Patronage cannot be' 
flicwn with equal accuracy, though it is felt' 
with equal force. 

Your Petitioners arc convinced, that in addi^ 
tion ta the one hundred and fifty-feven HonoUrv 
able Members above-mentioned, one hundred 
and fifty more, making in the whole three hull« 
dred and feven, are returned to your Honour^ 
able Houfe, not by the colle^ed voice of thof^^ 
whom they appear to reprefent, but by th<?^ 
recommendation of feventy powerful indi^d^^ 
duals, added totheeighty-fourbefore-mentioneidL 
and making the total number of Patrons aB 
gether only one hundred and fifty four, 
return a decided lUajority of your Honourabli^ 
Houfe. 

If your Honourable Houfe will accept 
dence the cotUinon report and general beBef of’ 

' the*' 
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‘Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, which re. 
Metnbtrs alluded to, your Petitioners 
and to prove the faft ; 
^ % Members in queftion can be made 
Ji^lrties to the enquiry, your Petitioners will 
them, and be governed by the tefl;imbhy 
wwfi they themfelves fliall pu'blicly give. But 



your Petitioners can only aflert their beUef 
^trf the faft, which they hereby do in the moil; 
liblemn' manner, '^and on the moft deliberate 
jtoit^ftion. 

‘ Your Petitioners entreat your Honourable 
P^fe to believe that, in complaining of this 
^;^ecies of influence, it is not their interition or 
defire to decry or to condemn that juft and 
Mtural attachment which they, who are ena- 
Wed' by their fortune, and inclined by their 
^fpofition, to apply great means to honourable 
^d benevolent ends, will always infure to 
jdiemfelvcs. What your Petitioners complain 
tnat property, whether well or illcmployed, 
^s ^ual power; that the prefent fyftem ot 
||<^refcntition gives to it k degree of weight 
Pblch renders it independent of charSfter; 
fables it to excite fear as well as procure re- 
ft, and confinesthe choice of Eleftors within 
raiifesbfopUlehcc, becaufe,thou^ it cannot 
^^^es the foie otgeft of their affedfion and 
it can and does 'thi'bw obftacles, 

almoft 
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"almoft infurmountable, ia the way of 
man who is not rich, and thereby fecur« ^ 
feled few the capabiiity of becoming CanmdatM / 
thcmfdves, or fupporting the pretenfions 
others. Of tlusyourPetitionerscompIamlowdly» 
bccaufe they conceive it to be- highly 
that, while the language of the law re<tip^ 
from a Candidate no greater eftat^, as a 
fication, than a few hundred pounds per ano^ji^ 
the operation of the law fliould difqualify evq^ 
man whofe rental is not extended to thoufands > 
and that, at the fame time tliat the Legiflatote 
appears to give the Eleftors a choice ffopa 
amongft thofe who poflefs a moderate and 
independent competence, it Ihould virtujdjy 
compel them to choofe from amongft thofe who 
themfelves abound m wealth, or are fupported 
by the wealth of others. 

Your Petitioners are the more alarmed at 
progrefs of private patronage, becaufe it is ra- 
pidly leading to confequenccs which menace thff 
very exiftence of the Conftitution. 

At the commencement of every SeiGon.,^ 
Parliament, your Honourable Houfe afUng 
to the laudable jealoufy of your predeceifoi^' 
and fpcaking the pure, conftitutional langot^^ 
of a Britifh Houfe of Commons, refolve, as ai||. 
pears by your journals, “ That no Peer of ^ 
“ realm hath any right to give his vote in tte 
“ Eledion of any Member to ferve in 
» ment andalfo, “That it is a high4B<i^& 
“ ment upon the liberties and privileges of SS0‘ 

“ Coramoas 
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^apntnons of Great Britain, for aily Lord of* 
^ Parliament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any 
5f/Go^nty, to concern themfelves in the Eledi- 
. f ;pnf of Members to ferve for the Commons 
f in parliament.” ♦ 

Your Petitioners inform your Honourable 
, and are ready to prove it at your bar, 

they have the mod: reafonable grounds to 
that no lefs than one hundred and fifty 
^yourHonourableMcmbers owe their Eledlions 
Sn^ely to the interference of Peers ; and your 
^ititio^ers are prepared to flicw by legal evi- 
dence, that forty Peers, in defiance of your 
refolutions, have pofleffed themfelves of £6 many 
burgage tenures, and obtained fuch an abfolute 
Ipd Uncontrouled command in very many fmall 
boroughs in the kingdom, as to be enabled by 
iheir own pofitive authority to return eighty- 
0pe»Df your Honourable Members. 
i:::Tour Petitioners will, however, urge this 
Ipievance of the interference of Peers in Elec- 
^ns no further, becaufe they are fatisfied that 
li^is unncceilary. Numbers of your Honour- 
Members muft individually have known 
laft, but colleftivcly your Honourable 
!|tpufe has undoubtedly been a ftranger to it. 
|jt> is now brought before 70U by thofe who 
^^^r evidence of the truth of what they afiert, 
H^ lhey conceive it would be improper in them 
^ that by petiti^ i wlucb be Ipokcd 
^ certai^rtfira^^Sw^onoura. 
ailachmcniraj!^^ and 

hA ;S|your 
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Vour Petitioners* have thus laid before y9Ur 
Honourable Houfe, what the mifchiefs are which 
arife from the prcfent ftate of the Reprefenta^ 
tion, and what they conceive to be the ground* 
of thofe mifchiefs, and therefore pray to have 
removed. 

They now humbly beg leave to offer 
reafons, why they are anxious that fomc remociy 
ihould be immediately applied, * - \ . 

Your Petitioners truft they may be allo^ir^d 
to Rate, becaufe they are ready to provc> thj^ 
feats in your Honourable Houfe arc fought fyi 
at a moft extravagant and increafing rate o£ 
expence. 

What can have fo much augmented the am* 
bition to fit in your Honourable Houfe, yohr 
Petitioners do not prefume aflually tb hav^ 
difeovered, but the means taken by Candidates 
to obtain, and by Kledors to beftow that honour^ 
evidently appear to have been increafing in a 
progrcfiive degree of fraud and corruptidlb 
Your Petitioners are induced to make tWi 
afi'ertion by the Legiflature having found it 
celTary, during the laft and prelent 
much to fwcll the ftatute book with laws 
the prevention of thofe offences. w 

As far as conje^re can lead your Petitio^id^^ 
they muft fuppofe, that the increaied 
Debt, and the confequent increafe of infitijehi^ 
are the caufes of the encrcafed cagerncfs^ufiii^^ 
dividuals to become Members of thoHoaDb^w 
* B b 
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Cotnmons, and of their indifference as to the 
ineans ufed to gratify their foeculations. To 
pove that they do not ftate this wantonly, or 
WtHout fubftantial grounds, they humbly beo- 
i’o call your attention to the following Table’ 
aU jfce vouchers for which are to be found in 
journals of your Honourable Houfe, or in 
Afts tf Parliament. 

At the Revolution, 
ic Puttie Revenue did not 

- • 3»lOO>OC0 

peace Eftabiinimeut had 
icded - 1 ,9oO|Ooo 


The number of Statutes fdnrj 
ncccftary toureferve the freedom 
and independence of Parliamcm, 
to regulate Elea ions, and to pre- 
vent frauds, bribery, kc. amount- 
ed only to . . 

At the Death of William III, 

’ Public Revenue had in- The number of Statutes found 
about - 3»95o»ooo neceflary to preferve the free- 
. Peace Eftabliihment had dom of Parliament, to pievenb 
li|6ltared to about 1,950,000 bribery, &;c. increafed to 

V ^ At the Death of ^uecn Anne, 

Public Revenue had in- The number of Statutes found 
jrofed to about 6,000,000 neceflUry to preferve the frccdoir 
s^P'be Peace ElUblilbmcni had of Parliamenr,toprcvcntbriberv, 
lb«rtuied to about z, coo, coo &c. increafed to - 3j 

i At the Death of George L 

e Public Revenue had in- The number of Statutes found 
a To about 6,800,000 ncceflary to preferve the free 
e Peace EflabHlbment had dom of Parliament, to prevent 
fed to about 3>6ob,ooo bribery, &c. increafed to 37 

At the Death of George If. 


life ^public Revenue hUin- Thenumber of Statutes foundj 
I to about 8,600,000 ncctffnuy to preferve the free-i 
^ peace Eftabliniment had dom of Parliament, to prevent 
about a,8oo,ooo bribery, 6lcc. increafed to 45! 

^ Tear of the Reign of bit prefent I 

^"^Pdbilc ReVenoe ^d in- Thenumber of Statutes founul 
- i6.oco,qoo necefliry to jpreferve the free I 
\ Peace EfUttllbnneot dom of Moment, to prever| 
bribery, 6l|p|lu:reafie^o 6 ^ 
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